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TO THE 
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FOR 


1884, 


ee For purposes of classification, with a view to ready reference, the contents 
of the Peking Gazette, as translated in this volume, have been indexed under six 
principal headings, viz :—Court Affairs, Judicial and Revenue Administration, Civil 
and Military Administration, Instruction, Worship and Usages, External Relations, 
and the Provinces. Under each of these main divisions, the subjects are still further 
arranged in appropriate categories, 


I.—COURT AFFAIRS, 


Tue Court. 
Change to winter hat ............cccccsseecessesseeseeeeesseees Sept. 18. 
Death of Empress Dowager ; 3rd anniversary, Prince 
Kung to visit Mausoleum .............. wee Jan. 15, Feb. 16, 
Emperor’s birthday ............ssssescssseevee eoseeseeseeeeenee July 14. 


Empress Dowager, fiftieth birthday, bounties granted June 13. 
Fiftieth Birthday of Empress Dowager—Honour be- 








BOWE ........ccesceeeecoeee Stabe . Nov. 13, 18, 25, Deo. 5. 
Do. Penalties remitted... Nov. 28, 29, 
Ginseng for Imperial use............ceceee ceceeceeserseeaeeeee Jan, 2, 
Ha-ta preserve from Jiliasut‘ai, customary offering 
FOKEGONE .........sscessccccerenesescceeeecersereee Dec. 16. 
Horses sent from Ili for Imperial use ............ceeeeee Oct. 29, 
Husband of Princess adopts a son .. sisson April 3. 
Imperial Family Reoord, enquiry concerning trane- 
mission of ..... sdugsevesetbeaveekesedesessoedesss May 10, 
Jeh-ho—Repairs to Imperial summer retreat............ Sept. 22, Oot. 18. 
New Year's Day, direction of wind ....... seseessesees sees Jan, 27, 
Do. movements of Emperor ............008 Jan, 37. 
Ninth Princess, death of............ssceees0 seetecspuaasceee « Mar, 12, 14, 
Do. Adoption of heir.............sesccseeseeene Mar. 16. 
Do. Libation to remains of .............0000 April 10. 
Officer of Guards accusing of using improper language 
in Court precincte............cccsssceeseees we. Jaly 5, Sopt. 18, 
Officers allowed to ride in forbidden city........... ree Nov, 22. 


Ce ene 


Record of Emperor's movements during second and 


third Moon ............cccceeseeseeseeeeeseeseeees May 18. 
Seventh Prince, title bestowed on infant son............ Sept. 25. 
Son of Princess, question as to manner of employment Jan. 15, Feb. 6, 18. 

’ Spring offerings to His Majesty ............. aseeusanseaces Feb, 4. 

Suicide in the Palace... ........ccssccccorssssesseeessceeserees Oct. 30. 
Window glass and dress trimmings presented by 

Hoppo at Oanton ............seceee0 Usasneeiee Aug. 17. 

; MavsoLza. 
Empress Dowager, Services at Mausoleum of............ April 1. 
Mausolea at Moukden, periodical inspection of sacri- 
ficial utensils ............ccsccseseeeeeeees July 17. 
Do. Shéng-king cutting down of trees ......... March 10, 

Treasury of Mausolea, special grant to ..............000 July 31. 


IMPERIAL MANUFACTORIES 
Chékiang—Silk articles to be paid for, extension of 





GHG o...seeecee cee coseeeees April 6. 

Hangohow—Appeal ie funda Sesasaescneesd isdecersevecdens April 16. 
Do. Commencement of order for robes ......... Aug. 20, Dee. 3. 

Nanking—OCommencement of order for robes, silk 

ON BAGIN............ccccecceecseceeee ceeeeeeeenes Jane 3. 

Do. Proposed annual contribution from Provin- 

cial Treasury .. see ... June 25, 
Silk—Superintendents ask permission to purchase at 

Market rated .......c0.scsecccseesessseseeteeees Feb. 18. 
Soldier climbs wall with intent to ateal, penalty . 

inflicted \:....c.cceiaaceeveensessesceesee ss soesce Jan, 16, 


Soochow—Special indent partially completed ......... Dec. 4. 


Il.—JUDICIAL AND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION. 
: REVENUE. 


Arrears of taxation, remission Of .............cssccse0 Sept. 23, 
Canton Customs—Return of duties Oot, 22, 
Canton—Remittances from............scevececeverseresees . June 21, 
Chékiang—Remittances to Imperial Household... see Dee, 18. 
Chia Yii-kuan Custome—Graut for expenses............ July 29. 





Foochow Customse—Remittance-from ... ............0008 Aug. 16. 
Do. Native Custome—Tartar General objects to 
PAY Geficit vo... eeceteeeceecceeteceneeeees Oot. 5. 
Fuhkieng—Likin on grain not livied....... Wi ave sedesdnes Mar. 3. 
Do. Request for permission to remit subsidies 
by billa oc... cee eeceeeeeeseceeeeeeeseeeeeeees April 15. 


Grain tax collection—Member of Han-lin on abuses... Oct. 16. 
Hankow Custome—Repudiation of charges of dis- 
honesty in collection......... Aug. 26. 
Do, Share of foreign loan ............... April 26. 
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iii 


Hupeh—Protest against extra tax on Szechuen salt... 
Kalgan—Return of duties collected ...............c..see00e 
Kirin—Custom-house for medicines .... 
Kueichow—Governor on likin i............sc0sccsessssceeeee 
Likian Collectorates—Reduction of numbers and de- 
crease of staff, decree ON .............0ss00e00 
Nankin—Serious decline in likin revenue........ 
Peking—Live stock and house daty................. 








Do. Returns of duty on opium ................ceeee eee 
Secretary of Board on development of sources of 
TOVEDUC 0. .cececesecessseseeecccensecsersesenseee 
Shanghai and Sung-kiang likin ollectorates falling off 
Of TOVENUC .........sessceceeseeceereeeseeseneeees 
Shansi—Annual supply of iron, silk, &c., sent to 
Peking ; details of............cececceeseeeeeees 
Shéug Ching—Reduction of duty on bean oil............ 
Sthensi— Aunual likin revenue...........ccccsccsceessseecee eee 
Yangchow Customs duties for 1883 ............... 
Yiinnau—Revenue statistica ........ccccccececssscerseeceenee 


CRIME. 


Censor advocates carrying out of tithing system as a 
preventive against crime in the Metro- 
POliw ......ccccacsoeccessrsensonscvercses 0 coe ences 
Chihli—Case of patricide 







Do. Robbery of Government Couriers 

Do. Robbery of Government Treasury 

Do. _Son poisons both parents and his brother...... 
Do. Son sentenced to death for beating his mother 


Heh-lung Kiang—Murder of four persons, death by 
Ving CRSchiN ...ccccccscececcsescereessenescessaeces 
Honan—Robbery of treasure from Magistrate Yamén 
Hapeh— Marder of husband and wife ..................00 
Do. Suspicious death in Yiin-hsi Haien ........... 
Kiangsi—Marder of man and his wife ................0... 
Kiangsu—Murder of seven persons by jealous husband 





Do. Sentence in case of accidental humicide ... 
Do. Trial of Chinese for murder committed in 
JAPAN ....ceseeccecersesevccereeesssseseeeeeveses 
Kuangtung—Capture of pirates from Macao in Heiang- 
shan Hien ............s.cscssssesssssesseeseeses 
Mausolea—Soldier climbs wall of tomb with intent to 
steal, penalties inflicted ..............scce00 

Mongolians in Peking—Charge of disorderly conduct. 
Peking—Burglary in.........ccccssscccssesocssecoesseceosers ovens 
Do. Burglaries in Peking, deoree on .............. 
Do. do. instituted by titular official ....., 
Do, Capture of burglaries... .........ccesseceseeeees 
Do. Death of southern woman in police station... 


Google 


Nov. 5. 
May 1, Aug. 13. 





Deo, 29. 
Sept. 3. 
June 20, 21, Oct, 19, 
Oct. 19. 


May 23, 
Aug. 1 


Jan. 4, 
Nov. 28. 
Mar. 31. 
April 29, 
June 1. 


June 18. 
May 1. 
Deo. 8. 
May 3. 
May 27. 
Oct. 20. 


Feb. 20. 

Dec, 4. 

July 1. 

Mar. 9, 24, July 23. 
Oct. 31. 

Feb, 24. 

April 29. 


Aug. 14, 29, 
Mar. 2. 
Jan. 16. 


Jan, 23. 
Feb. 2, 19. 


May 4. 
Jan, 15, 21, Feb. 4, 16. 


iv 


Peking—Strange charge by doctor against a Govern- 





ment Clerk ........ccecceecescceseseeeeee esesdecse Nov. 24, 
Shansi—Famine contributions appropriated by bank 
CLOT MB! 55 ooo cence ced sous seeTeuceacshSoccdeseasse Feb, 22. 
Szechuen—Burning of Magistrate’s Yaméa by mob... Dec. 12. 
Do Lunatic murders his grand-mother ......... June 19. 
SEDITION. ; 
Kuangsi—Suppreasion of seditious band .................. July 9, 27. 
Kuangtung—Suppression of Hui-chow rising............ July 19. 
Kueichow—Capture of important rebel .................. April 12, 
Do. Capture of rebel with seal of Ming 
GYNASY oo. .eeiecsesssseesceeeeeesece eoeeee April 24, 
Do. Destruction of rebel stronghold ............ May 31. 
Do. Disposal of wife of rebel ..........ccceccceees Nov. 2. 
Do. Suppression of rising .............c.cseseeseeces April 12. 
Do. do. in Wu-ch‘uan ...... May 4. 
Jeh-hoh—Suppression of rising ...........cccccccsssees sees « duly 25, Aug. 23, Sept. 8, 10. 
JUDICIAL, 
Chékiang—Banished criminals .............cccccssccceceseee Deo. 19, 


Banished crimiuale, Judge of Kueichow upon reforms 








HD BYSCOM ccc eecteceeecsssescereesceese June 25, 
Feng-tien—Murder and highway robbery cases, modi- 

fication of rules under which suggest 

OKO ONG. ais csisscececs saccades sescevoocveciseces July 9. 
Peking—Magisterial investigation by uight ............ Ang. 9. 

Do. Police arrangements for—Censorate suggest 

endowment for force.............cssceescesees Mar. 7, 21. 
Shansi—Banished criminals, reforme in system Nov. 26. 
Shensi—Banished criminals .................ccsescsceseeeeee Dec, 26, 


Do. Modification of rules for summary execution. Nov. 20. 


APPEALS, 


Bigteshi, Board of Works, complains that his father 
has been killed in Board of Punishments Mar. 1, 16. 





Ex-official in Yiiunan protest against dismissal......... June 30, Aug. 2. 
_ REHEARINGS. 
Kiangsu—Land tax collection, petition by graduate, 
report of Governor ...........csccesssseserses Feb, 12, 


Grain TRANSPORT, 
Kiangsu—Rewards to officials engaged in transport... April 2, Oct. 27. 


Proposal to revert to the canal route ..........c:.ccceseee Sept. 9, 25. 
Return of empty junks.............cccccccecceces aa ecesenseeees Dee. 1, 
Grain TRIBUTE. 
Chékiang—First instalment sent forward ............... April 4, 
Do. Completion of despatch of grain for the 
YOAL co eeesccessences seveesceeueenes April 27. 
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Collection of land-tax—Officer on abuses in 
Hupeh—Difficulty of payment in kind..................... 
Kiangeu—Completion of despatch of grain for the year 
Do. First instalment sent forward by sea......... 
Do. do. Grand Canal............ 
Do. Total by sea for year ..............cccecsssee renee. 
Peking Granary—Carelessness of issue of grair........ " 


Rivers. 


Chibli— Extensive system of river drainage sanctioned 


Do. New channel of Peiho at Chan-chia Wan...... 
Do. Protest from Pao-ti and other places against 

changing course of T‘u-ho River, &c. ... 
Do, Tazti-ya and Ku-yang rivers, grievances of 


population in vicinity of 
Grand Canal—Director-General Grain Transport on 
impossibility of reducing his staff of men 


Do. Proposed improvements in northern 
BOOGION ........ccreeccesesecenescreesesseeeeces tos 
Jeh-hoh—River works at............ccccecsssssecceceesssseseee 
Kiangsu—Scheme for drainage of the Hung Hu ...... 


Proposals for drainage of southern portion of............ 
River Worke—Decree ordering careful oe rs 
Shantung—Grand Canal, repairs to .. sed sececenes 
Do. Heiao Ch‘ing river, delay i in voluaring awaste 
Do. Repair of embankments ............sseccesescee 
Tso Teung-t‘ang—Report on repairs to rivers works... 
Do. Survey of Hung-tse Lake and 
soheme of drainage ............... 

Yellow River—Abandonment of portion of scheme for 
relieving strain on embankments, 










Do, Closing of breaches ...........6.ceceneeenes 

Do, Denunciation of Governor of Shantung 

Do, Embankwments -finished 

Do, Fresh breaches ........0secseeceeeee 

Do, Further accidents ...............cssssssesees 

Do. Governor defends his system of con- 
BEFUCHION ............ceecceesscecceeeeeees 

Do, New embankments ; protest against 
demand for three years’ guarantee 

Do, Penalties for careless supervision of 
WORE i isic decssssovelscdedevencocansias 

Do. Post of Director-General] to be abolished 
or jurisdiction extended ; Censor's 
BUGGEStiONS 2.0... cecesessceseeeeeeces 

Do. Progress of works 

Do, Report of Commissioners.................. 

Do. Works proposed by Governor of Shan- 
CODY verccrcscceereecseceeveesvneresen serene 


Go gle 


April 16. 
April 19. 
Oct, 3, 19. 


Aug. 6. 
April 19. 


May 4. 
July 17, 24, Aug. 14, Nov. 16. 
Nov. 22. 


Deo. 6. 

April 30. 

Feb. 27, Mar. 3. 
June 8, 9, 

July 25. 

May 3. 

April 22, 

April 21, Oot, 18. 
Mar. 30. 


April 1. 

Mar. 11, May 3. 
May 24. 

Deo, 27, 31. 
June 30, July 18. 
July 24, Oct. 11. 
Mar. 11. 

May 3. 

Mar. 19. 

May 14. 

Jan. 19, April 8. 
Mar. 11. 

Dee. 31. 


Jan, 27. 
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Yung-ting River—Repairs to works, exaction from 
Villagers.........-...eeseeeee eaeaveee 


OrriciaL CHARITY. 


Anhui, cessation of relief distribution .................... . 
Charitable establishments in Peking, annual grants... 
Chihli—Banner lands, remission of arrears of rent ... 
Distress in Chibli; appropriations of tribute grain for 
TOLIGE OF ous cccsdeeshecechteanss causes naeecdesers 

Fu K‘ang Bank, to pay fine of Tis. 100,000 to Shun- 
tiien Fa relief fand .......... ...cseeceeeeeeee 

Immunity from taxation in times of distress; Decree 
enjoining honesty in execution of acts of 

TOMIBBION ..........0scccrssseccesceesssceeseseeenes 

Kiangsi, relief measures adopted .............cccceessseeees 
Peking—Sale of grain at reduced rates, proposals for. 
Do. Relief kitchens, opened for longer period ... 
Do. Agencies opened for sale of grain at reduced 
PAGCOS 0... eee eeececeneeeseesccceeseeeeeeeseeereeene 

Do. Winter grants to troops and Imperial olans- 
MOM. 655266 tecsic ssecsa ass cewsseceassssasessawesca see 

Shun-t‘ien Fo, further grant of Government rice ...... 
T‘ang-chow—Grants to gruel kitchens .................. 
Do. Kitchen, further grant ..................06 


Private CHARITY. 


Auhui—Distress in, contribution from Shanghai, &c. 
Shantung—Rewards for charitable donations............ 


May 17. 


Mar. 8. 
Nov, 3. 
Nov. 11. 


Feb. 27. 


June 27. 


July 5. 
April 3. 
June 8. 
May 1, June 13. 


June 27, July 5. 


Nov. 13. 
Mar. 9, 25, May 17. 
Dee. 12. 
Feb. 20. 


Mar. 8. 
May 2. 


III.—CIVIL AND MILITARY ADMINISTRATION. 


Civit APPOINTMENTS. 


Chang Chih-tung, Acting Governor-General, Canton. 


Do. Permanently appointed ............... 
Chang Chih-wan, Member of Grand Council ............ 
Do. Leading Tutor to His Majesty ...... 


Chang Heii-chai, Director Court of Sacrificial Worship 
Chang Jui-ch‘ing, Judge, Ambni ................ccsneseeeee 
Chang K‘ai-sang, Governor, Yiinnan ..................06 
Chang P‘ei-lun, Joint Superintendent Fuhkien coast, 
Chang Yin-huap, to serve in Taung-li Yamén ......... 
Do. -. Taotai, Chibli..............cccccsecsceseees 

Do. Sub-Director, Court of Sacrificial 
Worship ........ccccccesseseeeseceeees 

Chang Ying-lin, Groom of Library, Supervisorate of 
Iostruction ....... ee Uaglueduawedestoasevsuntvesss 

Chao Yu-ch‘én, to serve in the Imperial schoolroom... 
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May 22. 
Aug. 23. 
April 8. 

Oct. 26. 
Jan, 12, 
Jan, 19. 
April 12. 
May 8. 

June 8. 

Oct. 29. 


Aug. 14. 


Jan. 8. 
Oct, 26, 





vii 


Ch‘en Pao-chén, Joint Superintendent Southern trade 
Ch‘éa Shib, at disposal of Tséng Kuo-ch‘ian, Nan- 
Wel veccesscesevsedccs sasedscnsecveasoscteesanseess c 

Chien Yi, Judge, Kansw ...... ...ccscesessesseeeeeee saenonsde 
Ch ‘éug Fou, Director-General, Yellow River............ 
Cheng Tsao-ju, Director, Court of State Ceremonial... 
Do. Commissioner, Office of Transmission. 

Ch‘i Shih-ch‘ang, President Court of Censors ......... 
Chiang Liang, Assistant Tutor, Imperial Schoolroom. 
Chih Yiian, Director Imperial Banquetting Court...... 
Ch‘ing An, Vice-President Board of Works ...........- 
Ching Hein, Vice-President Board of Ceremonies ...... 
Ch‘ing Lin, do, hanes 
Ching Shan, Vice-President Board of Works............ 
Do. do. Revenue 

Ch‘ing Yii, Governor Shéng-ching..............sssseereevee 
Chou Chia-mei, Commissioner Office of Transmission. 
Chou Té-jun, Member Tsung-li Yamén ..... eacceescesese 








Ch‘ung Ch‘i, President Board of Revenue .............. . 
En Ch‘eng, President Board of Punishment ............ 
Do. do. Board of Civil Office .......... faves 

En Lin, Superintendent of Huia-an Customs ............ 
Fu K‘uo, General-Commandant of Gendarmerie ...... 
Do. President Board of Works.............cssssseeees 
Do. Minister of Teung-li Yaméa........... ieee seates 
Do, Superintendent of Customs, Peking ......... 
Do. Comptroller of Imperial Household ......... 


Hai Hai, Superintendent Customs, Canton 
Hai Chan, President, Board of Punishments 
Hai Ching, Vice-President, Board of Works ............ 
Do. do. Board of Civil Office ...... 
Heing Lien, Superintendent, Peking Granaries......... 
Heit Kéng-shéo, Member of Grand Council on proba- 
GION G6: ce scsoesecescsessececsvesessns ves 
Do. Appointment confirmed 

Heii Shu-ming, President, Court of Sacrificial Worship 
Heii Taéng-féng, Assistant Tutor, Imperial Schoolroom 
Hait T‘ung, President, Board of Civil Office 
Do. Acting President, Board of War 
Do. Leading Tutor to His Majesty .............. 
Hsii Ying-k‘uei, Vice-President, Board of Civil Office 
Heit Yung-i, Vice-President, Board of Works 
Heiieh Fu-ch‘éng, Taotai, Ningpo...............cseseccesees 
I K‘uang, Prince, President of Teung-li Yamén 
Jui Chang, Salt Commissioner, Kuangtung.............. 
Jung Hui, Director, Court of Imperial Stud 
Jung Kuei, Police Provost, Peking ............scscsceeses 
Kang I, Financial Commissioner, Yiiunan ... 
Do. Vice-Governor, Peking ........ . 


eeeroecceces 


seeeeercesee 
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May 8. 


Feb. 20. 
Nov. 20. 
Jan. 19. 
June 2, 
July 25. 
April 10. 
Dee. 10. 
Jan. 16. 
Oct, 3. 
Sept. 3. 
June 8, 
June 8, 
June 23. 
Jan, 19, 
Dec. 17. 
April 12. 
Nov. 11. 
June 7, 
Oct, 2. 
Nov. ll. 
June 22, 
June 22, 
June 24, 
Sept. 14, 
Oct, 2, 
Feb. 26. 
Oct. 2. 
June 24, 
Oct, 3. 
June 7. 


April 14. 
Sept. 20. 
April 10. 
Dec. 10. 
April 10. 
June 14, 
Oct. 26. 
April 10. 
June 24, 
Feb. 6. 
April 12. 
Feb, 2. 
June 7. 
Jane 23. 


viii 


Kuang Shou, Director-General, State Historiogra- 
pher’s Office ........ ss eececssseeeeeees 
Do. Comptroller, Imperial Household...... 
Kuei Heéng Vice-President, Board ef Punishments... 
Kuei Jun, Vice-President, Board of Civil Office ...... 
Do. President, Court of Censors .............00066 
Kuei Ts‘un, Superintendent Imperial Manufactory, 
Nanking) ...scicscesiiccevsiclicatesccstscuestes 
K‘uei Pin, Acting Governor, Shensi 
K‘uei Ch‘iian, Vice-President, Board of Punishments 
K‘un Kang, Superintendent Customs and Octroi, 
Peking ......ccccsssccssesecsescoesssceessseeesesses 
Kung I-t‘u, Financial Commissioner, Kuangtung...... 
K‘ang Kang, President, Court of Censors ............... 
Do. do. Mongolian Superintendency. 
Do. do. Minister, Tsung-li Yaméa ... 
Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of Chihli and Grand 
Secretary.......cccccssesesceelessseceeeee 
Do. Grand Secretary, Wen-hua Tien ...... 
Li Siu, Prefect, Kao-chow Fu .......ccccccssssceeseeceeees 
Liang Ch‘in-ch‘én, Taotai, Anhui .............ccccseececnes 
Lin Shu, President, a.i., Taung-li Yamén ............00 
Ling Kuei, Chancellor, Han-lin College ........ 
Do. Director, Board of Civil Office 
Do. Grand Secretary, Wu-ying Tien ............ 
Liu Ching-t‘ang, Governor of the New Dominion...... 
Liu Ming-ch‘uan, Commissioner in Formosa ........... . 
Do. Governor, Fubkien ...............000006 
Lu Shih-chieb, Acting Governor, Anhui acess 
Ma Ssii-liang, Acting Taotai, Ningpo ............s0sseece 
Miao Shon-héng, Minister, Tsung-li Yamén ............ 
Ming Kuei, Director Court of Sacrificial Worship 
O-lo-ho-pu, Assistant Grand Secretary ...........c.ce0es 
Do. Director Board of Revenue .......... eaters 
Do, Grand Secretary .........se0cceseseeeee seis 
Do, Grand Secretary, T‘i-jéu-ko .....,......ss0000 
Do. Member Grand Council .................0sesee 
Do. President Board of Revenue..............0.0 
Do, Precedence determined. ..................s00008 
Pa-ko-tan-pu, Comptroller, Imperial Household ...... 
P‘an Ting-hsin, Governor, Kuangsi ...............seeeeseee 
Pi Tao-yiian, Acting President, Board of Ceremonies. 
Do. _— President, Board of Ceremonies............ 
Do. to superintend Wu-ying-tien ............... 
Shakotulinchapu, Governor, K‘obdo.............ccseeeeeees 
Shén Ping-ch‘eng, Governor, Metropolitan Prefecture 
Shéng Ya, Libationer of the Imperial Academy ...... 
Shih Nien-teu, Jugde of Yiiunan vo... cess 
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April 11. 
Sept. 26. 
April 10. 
April 10. 
Oct, 2. 


Jan, 15. 
May 22. 
Juue 8. 


July 17. 
Mar. 18. 
April 10. 
June 7, 

June 24, 


Sept. 23. 
Nov. 29. 
Mar. 16. 
June 9. 
April 10. 
April 10. 
June 7. 
Nov. 29. 
Nov. 19. 
June 26, 
Oct, 29. 
Aug. 6. 
April 3. 
June 24, 
Jan. 16, 
June 7. 
Nov. ll. 
Nov. 10. 
Nov, 29. 
April 8. 
June 7. 
Dec. 7. 
June 8. 
April 12, 
Feb. 17. 
April 10. 
April 11. 
Oct. 3. 
Dec, 18. 
Sept. 16. 


_ ix 


Sun Féng-hsiang, Acting Governor-General, Graio 


Transport................ vee Sept. 4, 
Do. Financial Comminioner, Hoven .. Jan. 19, 
San I-mou, Judge, Chékiang .. a Feb. 2. 


Sun Yii-wén, Member of Geaud: Couneil 0 on pecan, April 8. 
Sung Kuei, Junior Vice-President, Board of Civil 


OMGe: = eiesiekiiiens ce cdhewessincdivesesstsene April 10, 
Do. Manchu Tutor to His Majesty ............ Oct. 26. 
Do. Senior Vice-President, Board of Civil 
Office ........... sesseree Oct. 3. 
Sung Shen, Vice-President, Board ak Reveuue . teeeeecee Jan, 23. 
Téng Ch‘éng-hsiu, Director, Court of State Ceremonial Sept. 3. 
Do. Minister of ‘Tsung-li Yamén ........ Sept. 20. 
Teéng Chi-tsé, Vice-President, Board of War ......... Noy. 20. 
Tseng Kuo-ch‘iian, Acting President, Board of Cere- 
MODIS 000... ... ese eeeeeeseeeeeveenee Jan, 31. 
Do. Acting Governor-General, Nan- 
ING sivessccesscdesccecesesetssscsens Feb. 16. 
Wang Chih-ch‘un, Grain Taotai, Kuangtung............ Feb. 2. 
Wei Kuang, Financial Commissioner, New Domiaiad Nov. 19. 
Wén Haing, Director, Stud Court... seseces Mar, 8. 
Wen Hui, Vice-President, Board of ‘Banishinents sbasde April 10. 
Wén Yén, Deputy Commissioner, Office of Transmis- 
BION ....ceeeseecseueeeeeceeneeeerseeseasescessee ves Mar. 8. 
Wen Yii, Director, Board of Works.... June 7, 
Do. Grand Seoretary ................ June 6, 23. 





Do. Inspector, Imperial Decree Department ... April 11. 
Wu-la-hsi-chung-a, President, Board of War............ April 10. 


Wu-la-pu, Secretary, Grand Secretariat .............0060 Jan, 12, 
Do. Vice-President, Board of Worke ....... ‘ee Sune 8, 24, 
Wu Ta-chéng, Joint Superintendent, Northern Trade May 8. 
Do. Vioe-President, Court of Censors ...... Nov. 11. 
Wa Yiian-ping, Director-General Grain Transport ... Sept, 16. 
Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Governor-General, Foochow ...... Sept. 16. 
Yen Ching-ming, Assistant Grand Secretary............ June 7, 
Do. Member of Grand Council ............ April 8. 
Yen Heii, President, Mongolian Superintendency...... April 10. 
Do. President, Board of Ceremonies ............... June 7. 
Yi Nien, Director of Imperial Banqueting Court ...... Sept. 16. 
Ying Heii, Vice-President, Court of Censors ............ Feb, 26. 
Ying Lien, Comptroller, Imperial Household............ Juue 23, 
Yo Nien, Comptroller, Imperial Household ............ Oct. 2, 
Yti, Prince, President Imperial Clan Court............... April 10. 
MILITARY APPOINTMENTS. 
Chi Ho, Tartar General, Hei-an ............seseeeseeseeeee Jan. 8. 
Chou Shou-sh‘ang to be employed with army, Kuangsi April 14, 
Féng Shén, Tartar General, Nanking ..................... July 16. 





Ho Heiung-hui, Brigade-General, to Canton 
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Ho Kun, Deputy Lieutenant-General, Chapu............ 
Hsi Chén, Lieutenant-General, Bordered Yellow 

Hanchiin Banner .. .0.......ccccccceeeeeeeeoee 
Hai Ching, Commander, Peking Field Force 
Heii Ch‘ang, Commissioner for maritime defence, Féng- 








tien ........... coon soosensees 
Huai Ta-po, General: "Tai-ning Division. 
Jui Lien, Tartar General, Nanking ........... 
K‘o-meng-o, Tartar General, Sui-yuan  ..............0008 
Shah Ch‘ing, Commander, Peking Field Force iseeavess 
Shao Ch‘i, Governor, Chiahar ...........cccscsssceseceee eee 


Su Yuan-ch‘un, Acting Commander-in-chief, Kuangsi. 
‘fang Jén-lien, Acting Commander-in-chief, Kuangsi. 
Ts‘ao K‘o-chuvg, Naval Commander-in-chief, Kuang- 
PUG ....ccrecccccccccrccrccssccsscsseterecevecsoeces 
Tso Taung-t‘ang, Director of the military operation in 
Fubkien oo... cessecesseeseee ceeeseeteereeees 
Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Assistant Director of military 
operations in Fubkion ............ccscecseeeee 
Ying Lien, Brigade-General, Ma-lan Chéu ............... 


DEcEASES. 


Chang Shu-shéng, late Governor-General, Canton...... 
Duke K‘unch ‘uk ‘olingin ..,............ssscsscseceeseeseeceeses 
Hu Chung-ho, late Commander-in-chief, Yiiunan ...... 
K‘orbmangs, Sibo Mongol and Major-General ......... 
Kuang Shon, President, Board of Civil Office ........ 
Kuei Yit, formerly Tartar General, Ch‘dng-tu ........ 
Kuo Po-yin, formerly Governor, Hupeh .............0068 
Liu Yitieh-chao, former Governor-General of Yuen- 
Kuei ......see eee 
Lo Ch‘ang-yu, Taotai, Akeu 
Lo Ch‘ing-ch‘un, drowned while distributing relief ... 
Pao Yuan-shén, formerly Governor of Shansi..., 











Aug. 4. 


Oct. 2. 
July 29. 


Oct. 20. 
Jan. 8. 
April 12. 
July 16. 
July 29. 
Jan, 8. 
June 23. 
April 14. 


July 26, 
Sept. 8. 


Sept. 8. 
June 23, 


Dee. 10. 

Nov. 2, 

May 14. 

April 25. 

Sept. 30. 

April 6. 

April 11, May 2. 


Nov. 8 
June 6. 
April’21, 
Sept. 13, 
Mar, 7. 
Jan. 10, 
Deo, 13. 


Deo. 6. 
July 26, Aug. 18 


Aug. 29. 


Wai T‘éug-a, Lieutenant-General, eto.................c0008 
Wén Pao-shén, late Vice-President, Board of Revenue 
Wen Vii, ex-Grand Seoretary............ccsccececcsesssceeses 
Wu Ch‘ang-ch‘ing, Commander-in-chief, Kuangtung, 
Temple............scccccsssceesseseeeseoesesceeues 

Do. Naval Commander-in-chief, Kuang- 

CD aecseescocccecossences 

Wu Tsan-ch‘éog, formerly Director of the Foochow 
ALBOMAL, <5 ccceesscesesivoessssensesisecessdeseoces 

OFFICIALS AND THEIR MOVEMENTS. 
Chang Chih-tung, arrival in Peking.............ccceseeees 
Do. leaves Shansi 


Do. 
Do. 


leaves Peking 
ordered to Peking 
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Chang Chao-tung, dismissed ...........cccee0. 
Chang Chih-tang, arrives in Canton....... one 
Chang K‘ai-sung, arrival in Kueichow....... 
Do. departure for Yiinnan.... 
Do. takes over charge .......... 
Chang P‘ei-lun, sallary allotted................ 
Chang Shu-ehéng, retires...........ccccceccssseeseeeees 
Ch‘én I, Taotai, Honan, specially comm-nded 
Ch‘éu Kuo-juai deceased, successor to title 
Ch ‘én Lan-pin, retires ............ceccsesscessceeeeeces 
Ch‘én Pao-ch‘én, Assistant Superintendent of Trade, 
Nanking, goes into mourning............... 
Ch‘ing Shan, Lieutenant-General, Chap‘u, retires ... 
Chou Haing-yt, Salt Commissioner, Canton, compul- 
BOTY TEtiTEMENE .....,.....esceseecerssseesceeees 
Chou Haing-yii, Salt Commissioner, Canton, removed 
Hai Hstin, Hoppo Canton, starts for post 
Ho Ching, Governor-General, Foochow, summoned to 
Pew ing ici leccciisiscececssesscssensecastascaacess 
Ho Ju-chang, dismissed .............csseccsesssceersreeeesces 
Hoti Ch‘ang, Taotai Newchwang, sammoned to Peking 
" Hait Ch‘eng-teu, departure for Japan 
Heti Ching-ch‘eng, departure for Europe...............00 
Hott Yéu-hai, arrival and trial of ............sssccsceeseeees 
Do. Governor Kuangsi, gives over charge... 
Do, sent to Peking......... depiesaeeasiesic aeesses 
Ha I-cbih, Vice-Governor Peking, retires . 
Jui Lien, Tartar General, Nanking, filtee. 
Kuei Heng, Vice-President, Board of Panishneath, 
retires 
Kung T'ang, Tartar General, Hei-ning, retires . 
Kuo Ying, Judge Kuangsi, removed............. 
Li Han-chang, expiration of mourning............. 
Li Han-ch‘ing, General, cashiered ................ 
Li P‘ei-yu, Grain Taotai, Canton, removed .... 
Lin Shu, further congé granted ...............-00s00 
Do. retires ...........cceeseeceesssscorevccecescoesees 
Liu Ming-ch‘uan, leaves for Formosa ..............sse0ee0 
Lu Fa-lin, Governor, Honan, charges against and 
Penalty inflicted..........ccccccccsssssersrrevees 
Ma Chien-chung, ordered back to Tientsin......... 
Officers placed at disposal of Tso Tsung-t‘ang 
O-lo-ho-pu, vacates comptrollersbip, Imperial House- 
YC: re 
Shan Ch‘ing, Tartar General, Nanking, leaves for 
Pekiuig ics. ssicccaveissaconecesssiscccdcaseedessess 
T‘ang Chiung, cashiered and placed on rial .. 
Do. ex-Governor, Yiiunan, starts for Peking 
Do. reaches Kueichow ...........065 asedeateecees 







eeeeee 
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June 13, 22. 
Sept. 2. 

May 22, 

June 25, 

Feb. 6. 

Oot. 17, Nov. 2, 


Nov. 12. 
Aug. 2. 


June 3, July 2, 
Jan. 31, 
April 3. 


Sept. 16. 
Oct. 29, 
June 10. 
Nov, 12. 
Jane 6. 

Deo, 26. 
June 23, 
July 6. 

Feb, 20. 
July 15, 


June 7. 
Jan, 8. 
Jan, 31. 
Sept. 18. 
April 23, 
Jan, 31. 
May 22. 
June 21, 
July 4, 


Nov. 18. 
Deo. 13. 
Oot, 22, 


April 11, 


Aug. 16. 
April 12, 
June 22, 
Aug. 2. 


T‘ang Chiung, leaves Kucichow.............cccceseeseesesees Aug. 18. 
Do. reaches P: king and is placed on trial... Oot. 20, Nov. 2. 
Tséo Yii-ying, censured for unauthorised withdrawal 
OF GROOPS coc icsseccecevecsvsssesesessecvecsescosess May 19. 











Teéng Chi-ch‘ii, summoned to audience Dee. 13. 
Tséng Kuo-ch ‘tian, leaves for Nauking vee Mar. 7 
Do. OETA OW: 5055 co iaeloesscvsntesaiiecedsose May 21. 
Teo Taung-t‘ang, appointments ..................cceceeseeeee June 18, 23. 
Do, ~ arrivesin Peking ....................... Jane 14, 
Do. denounced for recommendation of 
Marquis T-éng 
Do. leaves for Fukien ................. eee 
Do. ordered to Peking ...........sssscccceeees 
Do. FOUN isscsess.cseosasscesecesssssecesseses 
Do. returns thanks for fine of one year’s 
QRIATY. | cseseccewsasees ectectiense Sept. 2. 
Do. and Li Hung-chang, relative prece- 
GONCO on... seeeseceee sesseceeaeeees Oct. 22. 
Yang Yo-pin, obedience to summons to organise an 
ALIDY COTPS .......ecccssessesccsceseceesecee senses Dec. 13. 
Yang Yi-k‘o, contribution of Tis. 200,000 and ques- 
tion of form of reward ............s0000000 Feb, 27. 
Yu Lu, Acting Governor-General, Lintig Kiang sedis Feb. 8, 29. 
Do. Governor, Anhui, goes into mourning ......... Aug. 6. 


Wén Yi, Grand Secretary, retires.............0..cssesceeses Sept. 26. 


Pusiiuv SERVICE. 





A father declines public employment for his son ...... Dec, 15. 
Audit of military accounts, fees charged by the Board 
Of Revenne ............ccesseseesesceeseeseesoeees Jan. 13, 
Chinese Mission to Japan, Secretaries and Ioterpre- 
tors commended............scsseseeeceeeseeeeres July 31. 
Decree calling for diligence in work ‘and economy in 
OXPENiture........creccccsessccrseseersesecseeces June 16. 
Decree calling for men of talent: June 10, 21. 
Responses to above .......sesecceeeereees seaeeet June 30, July 8, 9, 11. 
Comment upon do. ........csscecssseeeeee «eee July 7. 
Expectant officials, proposal that the majority should 
be sent to their homes ............ cee eeeee Aug. 18. 
General applies for permission to change his name ... July 15, Dec, 24. 
Government courier services, efficiency of ............... April 21. 
Grand Council to consult Prince Ch‘un on important 
MALECTS. ........ cece ceeceecee tec eeeeeeses April 9. 
Do. « objections raised .......... 6... ceseee cee eeeeee April 14, 27, 28, 


Kiangsi, holders of hereditary patents of nobility, 
limitation of numbers and reduction of 


salary proposed .............c.ceececessseeeeeees July 5. 
Metropolitan officials, increase of salary ; remittances 


CO Fa hes cinies cos cccseesciics saqcsstesceessvezeees Jan. 1, 
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Officers on sick leave, not to memorialise the Throne 
Girect .......eceecccseeseeseeeeeee 
Officers rewarded for saving life at sea 
Officers selected for special service in Kuangtung...... 
Publio works near Nanking, rewards to officers ......... 
Rebuke to Censor for criticism of restoration to rank 
of disgraced officials ................ccsceseeees 
Records of Grand Council, time arrived for copying... 
Shensi, college for training expectants of office......... 
Tientsin and Shanghai courier office, rewards to 
Officials..............066 iW eodneedes sbasesseussencedes 
Triennial scrutiny of minor officials, care in conduct 
Of enjoined ... 00... .ccceeseesescereceeereseeee 
Tsung-li Yamén, Secretaries commended ............... 





MALPRACTICES. 


Burglary in Peking, penalties to officials................. 
Cantoun—Official corruption. Decree in answer to 

Peng Yii-lin’s report ..........ceeceseesee eee 
Canton Province, Censor upon abuses in.............0006 
Consors forced to retire ..........ccsesccsseecersssseeeesseenes: 
Censor punished for suggesting appointment of Liu 

Ming-ch‘uan or Chang P‘ei-lun as Gov- 

ernor-General at Foochow ..............000 
Chang Shu-shén, penalty inflicted...........ceceecceeuee 
Chihli— Magistrate for levying taxes in places declared 


Chon Chia-mei, Governor of Peking, charges against, 
and penalties inflicted .............ccseeeeees 
Collection of likin, malpractice in ........ .....cssecesceeees 
Commander-in-chief dismissed for drawing pay for 
troops that did not exist 
Famine relief, abuses in distribution 
Formosa—General dismissed at instance of Chang 














Plei-lan o....cccceeseee eee ones 
Governor of Honan, penalty inflicted 
Do. Kianugsi, refutation of charges against ... 
Do. do. _ penalty inflicted 
Do. Peking, denunciatian of 
Do. Shantung, charges against, dismissed ... 
Do. do. _ refutation of charges against... 
Ho Ching, Governor-General, Foochow, penalties in- 
HgbA oe c.sissc secslecctesdetebesisguslderexentects 
Honan— Abuses in administration.............ccceeesesesees 
Honan—Expectant officials and their ways ............ 
Honan—Prefect cashiered for refusing to come to pro- 
vincial capital on order of Governor...... 


Hai Chén, denunciation of ..............cssesssscesseceeceeees 
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Jan, 21, Feb. 2. 
Aug. 8. 

Aug. 24. 

May 11. 


Dee. 18. 
April 3. 
Mar. 5. 


April 4, 


Mar. 17, April 2. 
Aug. 4. 


Feb. 19, 


Mar. 12, 25. 
June 28, 
Feb. 24. 


Sept. 1. 
June 30, July 8. 


Aug. 8. 


Jan, 21, Feb. 9. 
April 21, 


July 15. 
July 28, Aug. 2, 


July 25. 

Nov. 18. 

Sept. 26, Oct. 26. 
Nov. 20. 

Jan. 1, 

Nov. 17. 

Dec. 31. 


Aug. 28. 
July 19, 


Mar. 10. 
Feb. 2, 


xiv 


Kiangsu—Bankruptcy and dismissal of expectant 


Ta0tai..........ccccecccceesessesseseeeees coseeeee 

Kuangtung, charges against authoritiesat Kao-chow Fu 
Do. Enquiry iuto alleged abuses ............... 
Kaueichow—Charges against late Governor, etc......... 
Do. Denunciation of Governor and Financial 
Commissioner .............ccccssssseees coe 

Do. Officers tried for fighting with each other 


Loss of Bacainh—Officials beheaded and high officers 
PUnished .............ccsrseecee ceceeces seseeeee 

Loses of treasure en route to Pek'ng. Penalties inflicted 
Magistrate dismissed for torturing prisoner under ex- 
amination...... sabestsdssecevoossousotessccasssees 

Military officer punished for dissipation ................6 
Nanking—Colonel cashiered for peculation..... ......... 
Ni Wéa-wei, penalty inflicted................ssccccesceveneees 
Do. denunciation of ....... 

Do. refutation of charges,.............cccesesceeees 
Officer censured for suggesting that prefect should 
enrol volunteers........... sessecccesessescerees 

Officer dismissed for living apart, from his father and 
MOGHEL ........csssssceeececcesceeeeeceeseesenseeees 





Peking Customs, extortionate practices ; sentence 
passed on Superintendent ........... agetaee 
Peking—Live stock and house duty, extortions prao- 
BOD S50. ces ciccstacsisnasescctessetesiasusiocecsaces 

Penalty for indiscriminate recommendation of officer 
to His Majesty oo... ssssceccesereceseeeee 

Prince Kang and Grand Council, degradation of ...... 
Remission of taxation, Censor on abuses in connec- 
, HOM WIED... ee eeceeceteeeseeceneeenesonnees 

Shansi, Magistrate dismissed for not enforcing pro- 
hibition against poppy cultivation......... 

Taéng Kuo-ch‘iian, penalties inflicted .................6008 
Tso Teung-t‘ang, penalties for indecorous behaviour 
at birthday ceremonial............ 

Do, punishment for hie denunciator...... 
Teung-li Yamén, penalties imposed on Ministers of ... 
Do. dismissed of Ministers .................. 

Wang Pang-hsi, penalty for careless recommendation 
Of OfFCOF 0... .cceseeeseceoeee cocscceeeecaeeree 

Wé Yi, savings during office, explanation of amount. 
Do. Tis, 100,000 given to Metropolitan relief fund 
Wu-ch‘ang, fraudulent assumption of titles, etc., by 
Imperial clanaman................cccccsee eeeee 

Yén Hei, penalties inflicted om ...............sssesscesceeeee 
Yiinnan—Charges of extortion against Sub-prefect ... 


Google 


May 15, Jane ll. 
Mar. 2, 14. 

July 15, 17. 
April 3. 


Jan: 5, 7, 10. 
April 17. 


April 12, June 27. 
Feb. 25. 


Sept. 15. 

Deo. 21. 

May 1. 

June 30, July 8. 
July 4. 

July 4. 


Sept. 10. 

July 11, 

Jan, 21, Feb. 11, 
Jan, 2, 

Aug. 31, Sept. 13. 


Oct. 30. 
April 8. 


May 11, June 7. 


Jan. Jan. 13. 
Nov. ll. 


Aug. 23. 
Aug. 27, Sept. 4, 10. 
Sept. 1. 
Sept. 4 


Nov. 15, 20, Deo. 14, 
Jan, 4, 9, 
June 27, 


Mar. 31. 
Sept. 4, 10, 18. 
Dec. 7. 


xv 
MILITARY AFFAIRS. 


Arrival of two cruisers built in Germany, and comple- 

ment of officers and orew allotted to them 
Canton—Organisation of militia..................cceseeeeeeee 
Cavalry sent from Ning-hsia to Peking ...... .........4. 
Chefoo—New regiment for and defensive precautions. 
Ch‘ung-ming Island—Defences Of .................0ceeceeeee 
Customs Taotai, Tientsin, tour of military inspection. 
Declaration of war against France.............ccsseree coves 
Engagement at Pagoda Anchorage—Rewards and 

penalties 
Foochow—Revival of foreign drilled force 


Do. 


PPPeTeeT ERT Tere Me Terrer rarer reir r rr erties 


Special allowance to Tartar General while 
stationed at Ch‘ang-mén ............... 

Do. Reinforcements to garrisons and forts 
Fuhkien—Decree on preparations for defence 
Do. Recommendation of naval officers 
Honan—Cost of maintenance of provincial army ...... 
Do. Tour of military inspection by Governor...... 
Hoppo at Canton—-Reward for military contribution. 
Hunan—Contribution of Acting-Governor to military 
OXPONiture..........srcerecreceseevsecereeeeeeees 

Do. Reorganisation of defensive force 
Hunch‘an—Reinforcements for defence of frontier ... 
Hupeh—Arrangements for pay of newly enlisted re- 
GUMEMEW a csseeedcsse, oeeddententansddivdaeseseses 

Hupeh and Hunan—Mieconduct of recruits ............ 
Kiang-peh region, preparations for defence............ .. 
Kuangsi—Preparations for defence of frontier ......... 
Liu Yung-fu, rewards to his cfficers, and presents of 
money to his MeN .............. cesses eseeeeeee 

Loss of Bacninh, details of and penalties awarded...... 
Officer cashiered for abandoning fort at Kimp‘ai ...... 
Provinces to be inspected in 1884......... Jepseacéseackeaces 
Rifles and ammunition sent to Chinese troops in Ton- 
QUID oe. eeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenceeceecesseeeeeaee 

Secretary of Board volunteers for military service ... 
Shanhai Kuan—Remounts for oavalry................00008 
Shantung—Arms, etc., purchased by Governor......... 
Tonquin—Chinese victories in ...............ssseeesee eens 
Tseng Kuo-ch‘iian, protest against levy of discount 
on payment of military salaries and ex- 

PONGIEUTC...... ce seseseeseseseeceecenceeeeeees 

Victories in Formosa 
Do. rewards to soldiers 
Yang Chang-chiin takes reinforcements to Fuhkien.., 
Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, departure for Fubkien with rein- 
forcements ........... sexansetind festaaedaeaseaes 
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Sept. 28. 
Mar. 25. 
Deo. 2. 

June 25. 
Dec. 9. 

Dec. 10. 
Aug. 27. 


Sept. 
Nov. 


20, 26, Oct. 15, Nov. 13. 
16. 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Sept. 26. 
Nov. 24, 
Mar, 4. 
Nov. 14. 
June 27. 


16. 
22. 


Oct. 6, 15, Dec. 30. 
May 1. 
Dec, 11. 


Oct. 8. 
Nov. 7. 
Sept. 27. 
June 12, 


Nov. 13. 
Sept. 8. 
Oct, 12. 
Mar. 8, 23. 


May 2, 21. 

Sept. 23. 

April 22. 

June 21, 

Nov. 17, Dec. 14. 


Sept. 12. 
Nov. 7, 2]. 
Nov. 22, 
Sept. 4. 


xvi 


Droveur, Fioop, Disrress, &c. 





Anbui—Floods in ........cccescsecee eee cosecceeceessesecsseses 
Chibli—Floode i in Wén-an, enquiry as to mode of pre- 
VONGION 055 0scccease ces seeveredaaeveecdes teases ces 
Do. remission proposed of arrears of taxation 
from 1872........csccssecessesecceeceeseesecsesces 

Do. Floods in Tung-ming Hsien 
Ch‘ing-chiang, etc., arrangements for housing famine 
TOLUZCOS .....eeeesesensesssetsesseseeeces 
Do. closing for refuges........... iaestecaacterees 


Distress in Chihli and Shantung, Huai-an salt mer- 
chants declare their inhability to meet 
forced levy 

Honan—Floods in 

Khalka tribes, relief granted 

Do. consultation to be held as to mode of relief ... 
Kiangei—Diesastrous floods at Kin-te Chén, eto....... 
Kuangtung, Shun-ti Heien, tornado in........,...... 

Do. Ch‘ing-p‘u Heien 

Shantang—Floods in 

Shensi—Floods in 

Yiionan—Floods io 










See eae reece vecscccesens 


Banished officer released 
Baniehed officials, applications of release .... ewe 
Criminals as sent as slaves to Mahommedan cities se 
Employment of illegal tortures by. Prefect 


Cenc er ee reeeeerereerreseseeeeereseseee 








Hupeh—Treatment of convicts ...........ccccceeseesseserees 
Prisoner on trial released under sitvéillance on ac: 
acount of sickness ..............scessccsssceeeee 
Prisoners under sentence of banishment, measures for 
recovery of fines to Government. ......... 
Servitude on post roads; mode of dealing with con- 
victs on expiration ef term.................. 


Shensi—Houses of detention for witnesses established 


Sept. 29, 
April 26. 


April 26. 
Sept. 21. 


Jan. 11. 
Mar. 30. 


Feb. 28, 

Aug. 19. 

April 11, 

May 7. 

Aug. 27, Sept. 9. 
July 23, Aug. 15. 
Aug. 28. 

Sept. 3, 17, 22. 
Sept. 19. 

Aug, 25, 


April 9. 
Feb. 20. 
Jan. 3 

Oct. 28. 
April 23, 


Jan. 3. 
Feb, 12, 


Oot, 13. 
Mar. 5. 


IV.—INSTRUCTIONS, WORSHIP AND USAGES, 


EXAMINATIONS. 


Decree in arts, proposals for examinations of 
Do. do. negatived ....... 
Second admission to Lu-ming banquet................00008 
Shansi—Establishment of fund to assist graduates to 
attend provincial and metropolitan ex- 


aminations ...........ccccssececseeesececeee essere 
Do. Proposal to admit seven new sub-prefectures 
to examination privileges ....... sesdeves aie 
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Mar, 26, 


June 19. 


xvii 






INSTRUCTION. 
Canton T'ung Wen Kuan—Alterations in rewards for 
OfFCials........csessccsssceetseseeeceserereseaeecaee April 18, 
Peking—Seven free achools transferred to Govern- 
MODE.......cscersevceees Saainveusasecedenseesesen’ Jan. 23. 
Shu Ching—Censor aske that another edition may be 
published for use in schools .............+ Mar. 20. 
Worsuir, TempPies, &e, 
Honan—Tablet to Tutelary deity ............cccsesssscceees Nov, 24. 
Incense fur God of Yellow River ..........c.cessecsesseeeee Oct. 30. 
Do. do. Grand Canal...........csccrcecerccessrees Nov. 26. 
Rain—Prayers for......... aspevisascecssasticosencuasustcaveowss May 12, 22, June 2, 13, 24. 
Do, Thanksgiving for devese a July 5. 
Temple—Tablot for Kuangai .............cccsecseesereneeee Jan, 2 
Do. do. Kiangsi .......... secesSegasesedbaceseses April 3. 
Do. GO... OWNNE Se, ccccsssccsceiccsccocsutsesesenteos April 22, 
Do, do, Jebhoh ........ seseeee seoseense TUly 25, 
Do. To inventor of Writing.............cccesssereeeee Sept. 11. 
Temples in Peking, women forbidden to worship in... Mar. 3. 
Yellow River Deities—Titles asked for ............00+ . June 19, 
METEOROLOGY, 
Peking—Rain in ...... 5 ssoees TAT TOT TT «. May 18, July 3, 6, 23. 
Virtuous axp DIstiINnGuIsHED FEMALES. 
Centenarian lady, honours bestowed .............. iueaees Nov. 18, Deo, 15. 
Deceased wife of Shén Pao-chéug, honours to ......... July 24, 


Lady with great grand children, memorial arch to ... May 11. 
Memorial arch to man and wife for filial and conjugal 
affection ......scccescersesccesssceeeeeee srosssseee April 28, 


—— 


V.—EXTERNAL RELATIONS. 


ARSENALS, 


Foochow—Two steam cruisers commenced 
Nanking—Powder maggezine built at ......... 

Do. Steam-launch built at . sedeseocuss 
Szechuen Arsenal—Purchase of additional machinery July 23, 





Forzian AFFAIRS, 


French occupation of Tonquin, Coup d’Etat and ap- 
pointments, etc., connected therewith... April 8, 9, 10, 12, 14, May 
8, June 27, July 6, 12, 16. 


Huang Kuei-lan, suicide of, affer loss of Bacniuh...... Oot, 3. 
Loss of Bacnioh, penalties inflicted for...............000 Sept. 13. 
Do. do, details respecting ...........ccceccsseree Oot, 2. 
Manifesto against the Frenolh................sssssseseeseeeeee Aug. 27. 

Pagoda Anchorage, engagement at, rewards and penal- 
iC) eee sssnddine cievdenesucsstcevectes Sept. 20 


xviii 


Proclamation calling on Chinese to poison French- 

men, decree disapproving............cccceece 
Proposals for indemnity, anyone msking such to be 

handed to the Board of Punishments ... 
Rifles sent to troops iy Tonquin Nsasa sega sod saeesseevsseseaaes 
Russian Frontier, decennial survey ...........c.scseeceeees 
Victory at Tamsui............ccccsccsssecceessscensesceesescoeees 


TRIBUTARIES, 


Corea—Commencement of permanent frontier trade... 
Do. do. revenue receipts lst month 
Loochooan junks, rescue Of...........ccccceseeecesseeseseeenes 
Patrol of frombior .. ........ccccssesessecseesesseeseeseeeesceeees 
Services of late Admiral Wa Chang-ch‘ing during 
COUP D'ELAL ..crerceccersenseecsensseeete sesceeeee 
Taotai on Corean frontier, appointment recommended 
Tibet—Tour of inspection by Assistant Resident with 
reference to dispute between Tibetans 
and Nepalese ..........ccccscccssssesscerseeeeees 

Do. Appointment of Tiaipéng .........ce 
Do. _Litanies for late Empress Dowaget, epoch iy 


Imperial Resident ..............csececsseseeeee 

Do. Definition of Szechuen fruntier and settlement 
of tribal disputes ............. eeseeces sigasedes 

Do. Error in list of articles of tributes ............... 
Tonquin—Posthumous honors to victims of malaria... 
Do. Victories and rewards ............ccsccsseceeeees 
Do. Tsang Yil-ying, crossed into ............cc00 


Sept. 29. 


Sept. 4, 8. 
May 2. 
July 19. 
Nov. 7. 


Feb. 28. 
May 18, 
Jan. 6, April 4, 
Sept. 17. 


yerer 


May 30. 


Jan, 17. 
Jan, 21. 


Aug. 10. 


Deo, 17. 
Dee, 22. 
Nov. 10. 
Dec. 14, 


VI.—MANCHURIA, MONGOLIA AND PROVINCES. 


Monco.ia, 


Disputed boundary between Mongolian tribes, com- 
mission Of ENquiry.........cccssscecsseceessces 

Li—Salaries to Mongol nobility............... sabcaseosbaoene 
Do. Repairs to pavilion at Ko-téng Shan ............... 
Kashgaria—Creation of oivil post in.............sseeeeee 
Do. Grants and advances to Mahometan princes 
Khalka tribes suffering from famine relief ............... 
Koknor—Sacrifice to God of the Desert and convoca- 
tion of Mongol tribes... ...........ceecee eee 
Kokonor—Natives tribes in, report on................0.008 
New Dominion—Civil Government established......... 
Do. subsidies supplied, honour distri- 

buted for .............cccssseceesceeees 

Tumet Mongols, protest against Chinese settling in 
their district ............ccccccccstse secon eeeeee 

Ulan Ch‘ap League, refusal to undertake Government 
OLUISEL BOF VICO........cccccesceesescectesceeseeees 
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Nov. 9. 
Noy, 3. 
Nov. 7. 
Mar. 29. 
June 24, 
April 11, 


Nov, 11. 
July 18. 
Nov. 18, 19. 
Nov, 20. 


April 10, May 16, 17. 








xix 


Uliasut‘ai—Punishment of head of Mongol tribe for 


evasion Of duty ...........ceccseeeeseeseeees Nov. 6. 
Uliasut‘ai and K‘obdo, appeal for additional pay for 
CPOOPS ......seccecesecesceressccecceseeeereceseees . Feb, 26. 
Urga—Funds for maintenance of troops ..............6 « April 7. 
Urumtsi—Reorganisation of official staff.............. ae May 1, 
Mancuouria, 
Féng-t‘ien—Complaints as to general mal-administra- 
GO. 5. 605 sdesccceacacecacdesssdesesssececese May 6. 
Do. Reply to above by Governor ............. ~ Aug. 3, 
Do. Special mission of enquiry............ceee Jan. 16. 
Do. Report of Commissioners .............ssss000 May 12, 14, 18, 27. 
Do. Return of Commissioners to Pekeing ...... June 14, 
Do. Punishment of certain officials............... April 14. 
Do. Recovery of presents given to Chang Pao- 
Chen.....,cccecesessereenees pia sbeisneadesesen April 27. 
Imperial Hunting Reserves—Probibition against in- 
trusion by squatters ............sccsscssscceees Sept. 15. 
Kirin—Petuna troops, inorease of pay.............s.ss.ee April 22. 
Taotai of Eastern Circuit, suggestion for appointment May 27, 30 
Tsitsihar—lIncrease of judicial staff wanted ........... . April 13. 
Provinces, , 
Anhui—Return of land brought into cultivation in 
18838 ........ eabsgussasoudeestietisntincsTesauyeass « April 19, 
Chékiang—Population in 1883 ...........cccccccssesee eves . Mar. 16. 
Do, Report of silk and cotton crop .......... veo Aug. 11 


Do.  Ex-District Magistrate commits suicide... Aug. 11. 
Chibli—Yiinnan copper, allowance for trausport, 


Tientsin to Tung Chow ...............cs000 Mar. 17, 
Fabkien—Loss of gunboat and twenty-one officers and 
MEN 2... .erecesecerceeeeeterees coseseresvocceoeee Sept. 2. 
Do. Change of Governor-General....... siete aeass ~~ Dee, 9. 
Hupeh—Revision of annals of province .......... sosesene Feb. 28. ‘ 
Do. Special mission of enquiry sent................ <. Mar. 24. 
Kansu—Chia-yii Kuan Customs, grant for expenses... July 29. 
Kiangsi—State of crops and weather ............sss000 Oct, 29. 
Do. Special mission of enquiry......... ........00-00 Dec. 8. 
Kiangsu—Governor-General leaves Nanking on tour 
Of inspection ........cccssesscecereescceseeeesces Mar. 3. 
Kiangnan—Returns of sums expended in purchase of 
Locusts ............cceceeeeeces cosesereee vabeseesee Sept. 4. 
Kuangsi—Changes in Government... ..............ssssecee 
Do. Heit Yén-hsit gives over charge ............... 
Do. Itinerary, Kuei-lin to Liang-shan 
Do. Officials dismiesed and degraded ............... 
Kuangtung—Arrival of new Governor............. 





Do, Tithing census 1883, completed 
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Kuangtung—Chang Shu-shéng on abuses in ............ June 21, July 10. 
Do. Chang Chih-tung takes office ............... Sept. 8, 
Do. Suicide of District Magistrate ......... Nov, 27, 
Memorial arch to charitable individual ........... April 13, 
Peking—Steam flour mill, proposal to erect July 23. 
Shansi—Contributions of iron, etc., to Peking— 
Request for remission of arrears ......... Jan, 4. 
Do. Report on poppy cultivation ...................08 Feb. 26. 
Do. Governor’s complaint agalnat Lieut.-General 
‘Kuei-hua Ch‘éog ............ Sevaisecsesstess May 16, 17. 
Do. Repairs to roads in May 26, 
Do. Reforms in progress July 25. 
Do. Opium refuges, success of .............sccccesee July 25, 
Shantung—Increase of couriers ...............cscceeeeeee eve Oct, 21. 
Shensi—Noew burying ground Hsi-an Fu.................. Oct, 23. 
Szechuen—Magistrate’s Yamén burnt by mob .......... Dec. 12. 
Do. _ Digest of salt rales, publication of ......... Dec. 20. 
Do, List of casualties by fire and flood ......... Deo. 20, 30. 
Do. War amongst chieftains .................cccc008 Jan. 8. 
Do. Return of fires in different districts ......... Sept. 12. 
Telegraph line to Newchwang and Port Arthur—esti- 
mated cost of ..........c.ccece0e édebebaasseeccevs Nov. 13. 
Yiionan—Changes in Government.............. .. tocscseeee April 12, 
Do. New rules for working copper mines ... May 3. 
Do. ~~ Remission of duties on copper....... odscascaste May 3. 
Do, Defalcation by wei-yuan in charge of copper May 3- 
Do, Departure of Chang K‘ai-sung for ............ May 30. 
Do. Arrival in .............c00086 eo ncdsecdeesseee Weadeanee Sune 22, 
Do. Revenue statistica .............cccsseeeees sooseee JUNO 1, 
Do. Decree on opening of mines .................6 « May 25. 
Do. Board of Revenue’s Memorial on mines...... June 15, 
Do. T‘ang Chiung, cashiered Governor sent to 
Board of Punishments ..............0000008 June 22, 


Do. Report on mines by provincial authorities... Aug. 21. 
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January 1st.—(1) A Decreeacknowledging 
the receipt of a Memorial from the Censor 
Kung Heien-i, who denounces Chou Chia- 
mei, Governor of the Metropolitan Pre- 
fecture, for avarice and wrong doing. O-lo- 
ho-pu and Chang Chia-wan are directed to 
ascertain the truth of these charges and 
report to His Majesty. : 

(2) The Governor of Anhui reports that 
he has remitted the sum of Tls. 7,000 to 
Peking, the amount at which his province 
has been assessed by the Board of Revenue 
as a contributor to the annual fund that 
they are endeavouring to form for the 
angmentation of the salaries of Metropolitan 
officials. The money, he reports, has been 
drawn from a provincial fund obtained by 
alevy of 5 tael mace on the money com- 
mutations paid in lieu of the grain tax. 

January 2nd.—(1) A Decree directing 
the Librarian’s Department of the Han-lin 
College to prepare a tablet for the Temple 
to the Gods of Thunder and of Rain at Ma- 
p‘ing Hsien in the province of Kuangsi. 
The Governor of that province reports that 
in the spring and winter of last year and the 
summer of the present year (Chinese 
reckoning) when the country was sorely in 
need of rain, earnest prayers, offered at the 
temple in question by the officials and 
gentry, met with a ready response in the 
shape of copious and refreshing rain. 

(2) A joint Memorial from the Board of 
Civil Office and other Boards concerned 
detailing the penalties to which the Super- 
intendent of the Peking Customs and his 
Deputy have rendered themselves liable for 
their failure to prevent the frauds and 
scandals that have recently boen brought 
to light in that department of the public 
service, These penalties have been pub- 
lished in a Decree dated the 18th December, 


(3) The Governor of Kirin reports that 
he has been successful in procuring twenty 
more roots of ginseng for the use of the 
Imperial Household at a cost of Tis. 1,260, 
the weight of the twenty roots being eight 
ounces six mace. They have been packed 
in two boxes, which have been closely 
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sealed, and delivered to a Captain for con- 
veyance to Peking. 

January 2rd.—(1) A Decree. The Board 
of Punishments report that Ying Chiin, a 
retired Censor, who has already pleaded 
guilty to accepting bribes in connection 
with a certain land-tax case in Hei Lung 
Kiang, and is now under examination, has 
been placed under surveillance in conse- 
quence of sickness. As soon as this indi- 
vidual is somewhat better he must at once 
be put under restraint and subjected to the 
most searching examination. He must not 
be allowed to feign sickness as a pretext 
for delay in ascertaining the extent of his 
misdemeanours, 

(2) A Memorial from Liu Chin-t‘ang, 
Administrator of the New Dominion. Last 
year the Governor-General of Shensi and 
Kansu wrote to him to say that he was in 
receipt of a letter from the Governor of 
Hupeh asking whether he could send 
forward in the usual way to all parts of 
the New Dominion criminals condemned 
to servitude in Mohammedan cities, as he 
had some that he wished to send forward. 
On referring to the Jaw on the subject the 
Memorialist found that it ran as follows : 

“Criminals condemned to banishment 
in the forms chiin or liv must have their 
place of banishment and other details fixed 
by the provincial high authorities before 
they are despatched. In the case of cri- 
minals condemned to servitude in Moham- 
medan cities, such criminals will first be 
allotted to military secretaries until their 
requirements are satisfied, when oficial 
clerks and runners will have the prefer- 
ence, after which they will be given to 
Begs or local chieftains. They need not 
be given to the common Mussulmans, as 
embarrassment might be caused thereby.” 

As at that time the civil administration 
in the Nan Lu or Southern portion of the 
New Dominion had not been organised, 
the Memorialist begged, in reply, that no 
criminals of this class might be sent for- 
ward for the time being. ‘The various 
towns of the Nan Lu having now being 
placed under civil administration, and 








/ vyanreng and .pubtic cfficés-hdving been con- 
structed the objection to the receipt of 
these criminals, and their allotment to 
secretaries, clerks, runners, and begs having 
been removed, the Memorialist has now 
the honour to request that the Board may 
be requested to modify the arrangement 
under which criminals of this class used to 
be sent to the Northern portion of the 
New Dominion (Sungaria), and to cause 
them to be sent instead to the Southern 
portion (Kashgaria).— Referred tothe Board 
of Punishments. 

January 4th.—(1) For report from Shun- 
t‘ien Fu on sums deposited by Wén Yii in 
Fu K‘ang Bank, see NV.-C. Herald of 6th 
February. | 

(2) A long Memorial from Chang Chih- 
tung, Governor of Shansi, on the subject 
of the accumulated deficit in the consign- 
ments of iron, pongee, silk, lustring, paper, 
and sulphur, which his proviuce is required 
annually to send to Peking. The amounts 
_ that are supposed to be forwarded each 
year are as follows :— 

Tron, inferior ........cccsseeseeeee 80,498 cat. 
Tron, superior, .........00.00+004-200,000 56 
Wide Lu-an silk .. .. i 
Narrow do w.sssccsssossseee ieaee 


Lustrings known as AR 300 ,, 
Lustrings known as Bakes 1,200 pic. 


Superior paper ...........0.ss0008+6 40,000 she, 
Inferior ,, .. seveeeee 10,000 ,, 

Sulphur Oneeececevscescsscescssseeesss 200,000 cat. 
The cost of these supplies as well as the ex- 
pense of transport for the above is supposed 
to be paid out of the land tax, but the 
allowance granted by law is exceeded 
several fold, and the contributions levied 
pro rata on the officials to make up the 
deficiency have to be extended to the mer- 
chants and people, to the serious hardship 
and inconvenience of all. These circum- 
stances were reported by the Memorialist 
last year to His Majesty, who was graciously 
pleased to sanction the abolition of these 
pro rata levies, and to allow a supplemen- 
tary granttowardstheexpenseof the carriage 
of the good iron. The Board however re- 
fused to entertain an application to be 
allowed to commute the demand for silk, 
lustring, and paper by an annual payment 
of money, while the Board of Works pressed 
repeatedly for consignmentsof sulphur. The 
provigion on the articles above enumerated 
in the quantities named would be a serious 
burden to any province even when prices 
were low and supplies abundant, and 
fettered as the officials and people of Shansi 
have been by the effects of the great famine, 
the arrears of these supplies have been 
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annually accumulating until they have 
reached a figure tliat it would be utterly 
beyond the power of anyone to recover, 
though he had the sagacity and adminis- 
trative talent of a Liu Yen, 
sternness of a Shang Yang. During the 
two years that Memorialist has held office 
in Shansi he has succeeded in forwarding 
the annual quota of these supplies, but 
in doing so he has drained the resources 
of the province to.their utmost limit, and 
were he to attempt to transmit the arrears 
for the preceding three years alone it 
would entail an expenditure of I's. 106,600 
of Government funds, exclusive of a further 
sum of Tls. 307,600 odd, additional funds 
for supplementing the Government allow- 
ance and providing transport, which would 
have to be levied by pro rata contribu- 
tions from officials of every grade. As 
the debts due by these official classes, 
moreover, extend over a period of twenty 
years, and involve some 6500 ofiicials, 
ninety per cent. of whom are dead, 
have been dismissed the public service, 
or have returned to their homes, the 
length of time that has elapsed would 
legally free them from their liabilities, 
and the attempt to recover them would 
baffle the ingenuity of the most accom- 
plished or hard-hearted statesmen that 
have ever been known to history. The 
Memorialist therefore implores His Majesty 
to have compassion upon the officials and 
people who are just recovering from the 
gasping condition of misery from which 
they have lately emerged, and, graciously 
consenting to abandon previous claims 
commencing from the year 1865 and con- 
cluding with the year 1882, allow the 
Memorialist to devote his attention hence- 
forward to the regular transmission of the 
annual supplies.—Referred to the Yamén 
concerned, 

January 5th.—(1) A Memorial from 
Chang P‘ei-lun, Acting Vice-President of 
the Court of Censors, a Reader of the Han- 
lin Yiian, and Minister of the Tsungli 
Yamén, accusing Lin Chao-yiian, the Act- 
ing Governor of Kueichou, of embezzle- 
ment of the public funds and general 
malversation in office. He ranges his 
charges under the following six heads: 

1.—Expending the treasury balances 
without due authorisation on succeeding 
to the acting governorship of the province 
upon the transfer of Ts‘éu Yii-ying to Fuh- 
kien, 

Lin Chao-yiian found a credit balance 
of over Tls. 300,000 in the Provincial Trea- 
sury which was the result of the gradual 
accumulations of Li P‘ei-ching during his 


or the |}; 
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: tenure of office. This surplus was to a 
great extent appropriated by Lin Chao- 
‘i ylian and applied to his own private uses 
1. under pretext of paying off and disbanding 
| braves and granting allowances to Yamén 
; runners. The case of the officer under 
‘denunciation is a more aggravated one than 
that of the defalcations of the Provincial 
.. Treasurer of Shansi who availed himself of 
: his opportunities as acting Governor to 
iembezzle public funds. A carefil audit 
: Of the accounts will disclose the system 
; under which Lin Chao-yuan carried on his 
» irregularities, and the names of the officers 
, and others to whom money was paid, with 
i: the number of troops disbanded. 
|  2.—Embezzlement of.the sums derived 
« from the sale of rank and titles. 
: Lin Chao-yiian is accused of having 
. retained the management of this depart- 
; ment entirely in his own hands, appointing 
» incompetent officers to acting posts, un- 
; necessarily multiplying offices, and thereby 
» wasting public money in payment of the 
. salaries attached to them. Under this same 
: heading is included a charge of sending his 
; own brother to Peking on official duty, a 
» proceeding that is most irregular, as a 
; blood relation should never be so employed. 
: 3.—Giving official employment to dis- 
, reputable officers. 
} Reference is made to the misconduct of 
; the acting Governor in the Chao-tung case, 
, when he was denounced by the Censor 
.K‘ung Uesien-chiieh for recommending 
- useless and incompetent officials for pro- 
; motion. In the present instance he is 
, charged with placing undue confidence in 
» two men of notoriously bad character, one 
, of whom was well-known in Chihli as adisre- 
- putableperson. Thisindividual, Lo Ying-lin 
, byname, wasappointed manager of the Board 
; created for organising the defences of the 
provincial capital, in which capacity he em- 
_bezzled several lacs of taels. He is at pre- 
-sent Taotai of the Kuan Tung Circuit, and 
-having reached the height of his ambition he 
i will most certainly leave a handsome legacy 
.of trouble and difficulty behind him. ‘The 
.other confidential satellite is « cotinection 
.of the Acting Governor by marriage, who 
;was and is well known in the metropolis as 
a gambler and a libertine. 
: 4,—Setting a bad example to his subord- 
inates and thereby diffusing a bad tone 


: throughout the public service the province. . 


Lin Chao-yiian having realised the object 
of his ambition, which was to be Governor 
.of the province, has placed himself in the 
-hands of the priests, by whose instrumen- 
tality he seeks to secure happiness and 
longevity, and neglects his public duties. 
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He rarely sees his junior officers, who give 
themselves over to pleasure and amuse- 
ment. He is further credited with indulg- 
ing a spirit of partiality which was 
notoriously patent in the steps he took to 
screen one of his retainers who had embez- 
zled the public funds to a very consider- 
able extent. 

5.—The Acting Governor has shown 
great laxity in the measures he has adopted 
for the due control of the disbanded braves, 
who overrun the province and the adjoin- 
ing ones and live by theft and plunder. 
So far from meting out justice to them 
with a heavy hand, he has actually punish- 
ed their victims, who have caught them 
red-handed in the commission of acts of 
plunder and violence and delivered them 
over to the authorities. 

6.—Cruel and tyrannical treatment of 
His Majesty’s subjects. 

Poor as is the province of Yiinnan, 
Kueichou is much worse off in every re- 
spect. After the cessation of the rebellion, 
when the people returned to their home- 
steads and began to oultivate their lands 
afresh, they were taxed for these lands 
which had lain fallow and run wild after 
some dozen or more years of neglect, at the 
same rates as if they were in full yield. 
Appeals for consideration and protection 
from the extortion of the collectors met 
with an indignant and angry rejection. 
In conclusion, the Memorialist prays that 
Lin Chao-yiian may be removed from office 
and his shortcomings made the subject of 
careful enquiry by an impartial officer of 
high rank, 

January 6th.—The Governor of Ché- 
kiang reports the rescue of a waterlogged 
Liuchiuan junk by certain boatmen in 
the Chinhai district. There were fifteen 
people on board the junk, two of whom 
were women, and after they had been pro- 
vided with food, lodging and clothing, a 
boat was chartered for their conveyance tu 
Foochow from whence they will be sent 
back to their own country by the first con- 
venient opportunity. 

January 7th.—The only Memorial in 
this day’s Guzette is a report from Ts‘én 
Yii-ying, Governor-General of Yiinnan and 
Kueichow, giving details of the result of 
his enquiries into the conduct of the Go- 
vernor and Financial Commissioner of 
Kueichow, whose laxity in the handling of 
public funds entrusted to their care evoked 
the denunciations of Chang P‘ei-lun which 
have been noticed in a previous issue. For 
the Decree commenting on this report and 
announcing the penalties inflicted, see the 
Gazette of December 21st and 27th 1883. 
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January 8th.—(1) The following appoint- 
ments are announced : 


Chang Ying-lin (ER Groom of 
the Library in the Supervisorate of Instruc- 


tion ; 

Chi Ho (RFQ) Tarter-General at Hsi- 
an in Shensi ; 

Shao Ch‘i ( Kab Governor of Ch‘ahar 


Huai T’a-pu (PAPE Fh) General of the 


Tai-ning Division, and Comptroller General 
of the Office of the Imperial Household. 


(2) Kung T‘ang, Tartar General at Hsi- 
an, is allowed to vacate his post on the 
plea of ill health. 


(3) A Memorial from the Tartar General 
at Ch‘eng-tu Fu and the Governor General 
of Szechuen reporting the suppression 
of a petty war between certain tribal 
chieftains in the Chien Ch‘ang circuit 
in that province, the commencement of 
which was earlier reported:to His Ma- 
jesty, who was pleased to give orders for 
its immediate suppression. A certain ex- 
pectant prefect, Ch‘ing Shan by name, was 
sent with a force of aborigines 300 strong 
to the place on news of the outbreak reach- 
ing the Memorialists, and subsequently 
Ting Shih-lan, the Acting Taotai of the 
Ch‘éng Hsien circuit, who has had much 
experience amongst the aborigines, was 
ordered to assist in effecting a settlement 
of the dispute. The report of these offi- 
cers has now come to hand, from which 
the following account of the origin, deve- 
lopment and conclusion of the quarrel is 
gathered. In the district in question there 
are five aboriginal families, viz.: the Ma 
Shu, K‘ung Sa, Chu Wo, Chang Ku, and 
Pai Li, who were at one time a single 
family, but had separated some genera- 
tions back and the members had inter- 
married. Last year the head of the 
Chang Ku family, a t'w ssw or tribal 
chieftain of the name of Chia-mu-ts‘an- 
hsiang-chu, having no issue, the chief 
of the Ma Shu family gave the said Chia 
one of his own sons as a successor... On the 
death of Chia, his adopted son, whose name 
was Wang-ch‘in-chan-téng, assumed charge 
of the affairs of the Chang Ku tribe or 
family, and took to wife the younger sister 
of the chief of the K‘ung Sa tribe, by whom 
he had a son called Chia-hsi-wang-chia. 
The chief of the K‘ung Sa tribe, whose 
name was O-chu-p‘éng-ts‘o, was thus uncle 
to the lad Chia-hsi-wang-chia. Three years 
ago he was the go-between for his nephew 
in the arrangement and completion of a 
marriage between the latter and the eldest 
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daughter of the chief of the Chu Wo tribe. 
This arrangement having subsequently 
come to the knowledge of the chief of the 
Ma Shu tribe, he objected to it on the 
ground that the person to decide whom the 
aforesaid Cha-hsi-wang-chia was to marry | 
was the lad’s own father Wang-ch‘in-chan- | 
téng, so he ordered the girl, with whom 
the marriage had already been consum- 
mated, to be sent home again. He then 
arranged a second marriage for Chia-hsi- 
wang-chia with the daughter of one Ch‘o- 
ssit-chia, This gave rise to ill feeling 
between the chiefs of the K‘ung Sa and 
Chu Wo tribes, the insult received by the 
latter so enraging him that he was a deadly 
enemy of the K‘ung Sa chief. Attempts 
to compromise the quarrel were made by 
the native administrator at Chan-tui, who 
suggested that both marriages should be 
considered null and void, and that neither 
of the two girls should ever be allowed to 
marry again; but in spite of this arrange- 
ment, the chief of the Ma Shu tribe in- 
sisted on the marriage ‘with the daughter 
of Ch‘o-ssii-chia, so the Ma Shu and 
K'‘ung Sa tribes went to war. As soon 
as the authorities heard of it they went 
and expostulated with the cqmbatants, 
when they found that the Chang Ku 
and Ma Shu tribes had been willing 
to abide by the decision given by the 
native administrator, but as the K‘ung 
Sa tribo refused to do so they had gone to 
war, each side getting their kinsfolk to 
send them reinforcements: on the one side 
were the Ma Shu, Chang Ku and Chan 
Tui tribes; on the other the K‘ung Sa, 
Chu Wo and Pai Li. Each army took up 
strong positions and build stockades, bar- 
riers, stone forts and cannon towers, and 
commenced to make war on each other, to 
the serious detriment of trade and almost 
complete stoppage of traffic. 

Now the Chief of the K‘ung Sa tribe, to 
whose obstinacy the wae was due, was 
really a mere tool in the hands of his 
nephew Téng-tsé-lo-pu, a member of the 
Chu Wo tribe. This Téng-tsé-lo-pu was a 
man of dark and dangerous ways, who 
had always consorted with characters of 
the most criminal type, and seeing in 
this war an opportunity of indulging his 
predatory propensities, it was he who pre- | 
vailed upon his uncle to refuse to abide by |. 
the decision of the native administrator. |, 
In this district there is a temple called the 
Shou Ning Ssu occupied by some 2,000 | 
lama priests with whom Téug-tsé-lo-pu was 
on good terms, aud who had a grudge 
against the chief of the Chang Ku |, 
tribe. He accordingly prevailed upon these | 
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lamas to incite the people to surround 
the stockade of the Chang Ku tribe, burn 


: their villages, carry off their men and 


animals, and proclaim Téng-tsé-lo-pu chief 
of the Chang Ku tribe. ‘These disturbances 
went on for over three weeks, until the 
arrival of Ch‘ing Shan with his troops; 
but on his calling upon the chiefs to 
withdraw their armies and leave the 
quarrel to official arbitration, they all did 


- so. Téng-tsé-lo-pu and his companions, 
' hearing of the arrival of Imperial troops, 


and apprehensive of the consequences to 
themselves, abandoned their investment of 
Chang Ku stockade, and took up a position 
behind some earthworks at a place called 
Chia-lu-chu-kung, where they awaited the 
attack of the Imperial troops. On the 
place being stormed the rebels opened fire 
with stones, muskets and cannon wounding 
over 40 of the Imperial troops, but by cutting 
off their supply of water and continually 
harassing them, the rebels, headed by ‘Téng- 
tsé-lo-po, were compelled to make a sortie, 
and after a hard tight lasting six hours during 
which their leader and others were killed, 
the whole band were put to flight, two in- 
dividuals K‘o-ch‘en-lo-po and Kung-té-a- 
chu being taken prisoners. Having quelled 
the disturbance, Ch‘ing Shan sent for the 
three chiefs concerned and having obtained 
their promise to abide by his decision, he 
proceeded to give his award. As both the 


 gicla had consummated marriage with Cha- 


hsi-wag-chia, he considered that the pro- 
posal of the native administrator that they 
should be sent to their respective homes 
and never be allowed to marry again was 
most unreasonable, and as in his opinion 
the only way out of the difficulty was to 
marry them both to Chia-hsi-wang-chia, he 
decided that they should both return to 
Chia-hsi-wang-chia in the respective capaci- 
ties of first and subsidiary wives, the 
daughter of Chu Wo taking precedence 
as she was the first to be married. This 
arrangement was gladly accepted by the 
Chiefs, who entered into bonds under- 
taking never more ‘to create distur- 
bance. All the barriers, stockades, forts 
and cannon tewers have been destroyed, 
and the chieftains have been called upon 
to make good the losses of those whose 
houses have been burnt or whose cattle, 
horses, and other property have been 
carried off. 

The Memorialist proposes to close the 
affair by fining each of the chiefs a year’s 


« Salary, and cutting off the head of ‘Téng- 


_ tsé-lo-pu who was killed in the sortie ; the 


prisoner K‘o-chén-lo-pu has already been 
decapitated. 
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In a Rescript appended to the Memorial, 
Shan Ch ‘ing and ‘Ting Shih-lan, the officers 
to whose energy the successful termination 
of this affair is due, are rewarded for their 
zeal by the bestowal of promotion and 
steps of commutative rank respectively. 

January 9th.—Report from Wéu Yii ex- 
plaining the way in wnich he managed to 
accumulate the fortune deposited in the 
Fu K‘ang Bank (already published.) 

January 10th.—(1) A Decree expressing 
the Imperial regrets at the announcement 
of the death of Wén Pao-shén, formerly 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Revenue. All official penalties recorded 
against his name are to be cancelled, and 
the posthumous honours allotted to ofticers 
of the rank he held on retirement are to 
be bestowed upon him, 

(2) Memorial from the Board of Civil 
Ollica announcing the penalties to which 
the Governor of Kueichow and his subordi- 
nates have rendered themselves liable for 
the peculations and embezzlements brought 
to His Majesty’s notice by the Censors 
Hsiung Ching-liu aud Chang P‘ei-lun. 
(See Gazette) of 5th and 7th January.) 

(3) A report from the Governor-General 
of Szechuen on the same subject, which 
has already been summarised in an earlier 
decree. ; 

January 11th.—(1) A Decree taking the 
Governor-General ‘I'so Tsung-t‘ang severely 
to task for having ventured in his report 
announcing the death of Wén Pao-shén 
(referred to in yesterday’s issue) to ask His 
Majesty to bestow a posthumous name 
upon that officer; the Governor-General 
also states that he and the deceased stood 
in the relation of master and disciple to- 
wards each other. The alteration of a name, 
as was enunciated by Decree in the 12th 
year of ‘ung Chih, is an honour which 
must be spontaneously bestowed by the 
Throne, aud cannot be solicited by any 
ofticer whatsoever. Iu making this pro- 
position, and in the language he uses, Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang has been guilty of cunsiderable 
impropriety. He will accordingly be cum- 
mitted to the Board for the determination 
of a penalty. 

(2) A Decree. Some time since Hai Chén, 
formerly Imperial Resident in ‘hibet, 
memorialised the Throne praying that the 
sums deposited in the Fu K‘ang Bank 
might be recovered and applied to public 
purposes, As the proposal was one of a 
very tricky character, We sent his memorial 
back to him, The Censor Chén Po-yiian 
now represents that when Hei Chén was 
serving in the Board of Revenue he, Yao 
Chin-yiian, Tung Tsun-han, and Ch‘i Haiti 
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worked together in the perpetration of 
frauds, and Hsi Chén’s family has the re- 
putation of being enormously wealthy. 
Hsi Chén has long been in retirement on 
the ground of ill-health, and We will not 
enquire too closely into by-gone matters. 
Nevertheless, as the Censor points out, 
Hai Chén has been of inexcusable presump- 
tion in troubling Us upon this subject, 
and he will be committed to the Board for 
the determination of a severe form of 
penalty. The Board concerned will ascer- 
tain whether officers on sick furlough 
whose leave has not been cancelled have 
or have not the right to memorialise the 
Throne. ; 


(3) A joint Memorial from Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang and Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Director 
General of Grain Transport, reporting the 
» measures they have taken to check the tide 
of famine retugees that is steadily setting 
towards the south. Being apprehensive of 
such an immigration, the Memorialist ‘I'so 
had already directed that refuges should 
be established at Yang-chow, Ch‘ing-chiang 
and Hasii-chow, while orders were given to 
the local authorities along the line of route 
that the tide of immigration must come 
to their best to stop the progress of these 
refugees. Before the arrangements for 
their reception could be completed these 
refugees began to flock southward in one 
‘continuous stream, and as Chi‘ing-chiang 
is the point at which the roads and water- 
way connecting the north and south con- 
verge, there was a pressure of wanderers at 
this point whose gaunt and hungry looks, 
and scanty clothing, betukened poverty of 
an extreme kind. Prompt measures were 
necessary to preveut them crossing the 
river and spreading in the southern pro- 
vinces, where they would be further than 
ever from their homes, and would form 
an element of danger, while the northern 
provinces would be shorn of their agri- 
cultural population. Fourteen refuges 
were accordingly run up with all de- 
spatch, each being surrounded with an 
embankment and ditch, into which the 
refugees were taken and provided for, 
arrivals previous to their completion be- 
ing provided with cash to buy food aud 
keep them from going further astray. 
Medical attendance was supplied, aud the 
dead buried, while three enclosures were 
set apart as hospitals fur the sick, lying-in 
wards, and hospitals for the reception of 
smallpox patients and those that were ill 
of infectious diseases. During the first ten 
days or so after the opening of these refuges 
more than 40,000 strangers were taken in, 
housed and fed. The congregation of su 
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many destitute people is, the Memorialist 
is aware, an element of danger requiring 
the utmost precaution, and to meet this 
danger the first essential is that they shall 
have enough to eat. Asa precaution against 
disturbance he has placed the General 
Chang Ho-ts‘ai in military control of all 
arrangements. For Decree see Gazette of 
22ud Dec , 1883. 


January 12th. —(1) Wu-la-pu (£3 Fir Hh) 
is appointed Secretary of the Grand Secre- 
tariat with the brevet rank of Vice- 
President of the Board of Ceremonies. 


Chang Hsii-chiai (GE #4) is appointed 
Director of the Court of Sacrificial Worship. 

January 13th.—(1) A Postscript Memo- 
rial from Chang Chih-tung, Governor of 
Shansi, praying that a regular percentage 
may be allowed on all accounts of provin- 
cial expenditure incurred in the suppres- 
sion of rebellion that are audited by the 
Board of Revenue. He makes this sug- 
gestion with the object of avoiding the re- 
currence of such scandals as have been 
recently brought to light in the audit of 
the ‘* Yiinnan Rebellion Account,” when 
some thirty and more officials, provincial 
and metropolitan, with their underlings, 
were denounced and punished. Circular 
instructions with reference to the manner 
in which this class of accounts are to be 
furnished having been sent to the provinces 
by the Boards of Revenue, War and Works, 
the Memorialist would venture to suggest 
with reference thereto, that according to 
his view of human nature no warnings will 
restrain the avaricious nor laws prevent 
officials predisposed thereto from the com- 
mission of dishonest acts, Something ought 
nevertheless to be done to prevent the recur- 
rence of such abuses as have lately been 
brought to light, and he begs to propose that 
some regular system of fun yin, or mainten- 
ance allowances, as they are called, should 
be instituted. Provincial Governments are 
authorised by law to charge a certain per- 
centaye ou land-tax accounts transmitted 
to the Board for audit, which percentage 
goes by the name of a ‘ maintenance allow- 
ance.” In Shansi, for instance, the ‘ main- 
tenance allowance” drawn by the Board 
on the land-tax account is some Ts, 1,750, 
with ‘Ils, 1,200 on the grain tribute account 
from Ta-tuny and Lo-p‘ing, both of which 
sums are charged tu the exchange account. 
A percentage of Tls. 60 is also assigned to 
the Board on the accounts sent in of ex- 
penditure for civil and military examina- 
tions. 
Tls. 600, and so forth. 
list has been told that years ago although 


Ou the salt account they receive | 
The Memoria- | 
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the Board of Revenue did charge fees 
_on all military accounts sent up for 
. audit, these were fees limited in ex- 
tent, and as a more honest tone prevailed 
’ amongst the official class, whose members 
in those days were actuated by a proper 
feeling of self respect, it was only the 
underlings of the Board that derived any 
benefit from these fees. During the reign 
Hsien Féng the participation of the 
secretaries in these charges began to 
attract attention, and in the reign T‘ung 
Chih metropolitan officials who were 
virtually outsiders were admitted to a 
share of the spoil, while the abuse has 
grown inordinately during the iast four or 
five years. Now it is hardly likely that 
an abuse which has been the growth of 
years can be uprooted in a single day, and 
in the Memorialist’s opinion, as the clerks 
of the Bvards are morally certain to make 
some money out of the auditing of these 
accounts, a certain allowance should be 
made for their proclivities, and an organised 
system of charges instituted, which shall be 
on a sufficiently liberal scale to prevent any 
complaints on the part of the clerks that it 
will not cover the charges for stationery 
and so forth that these fun yin are supposed 
to meet. Now by the old assessment, the 
land tax of Shansi is set down at ‘I'ls. 
3,200,000, on which a ‘maintenance allow- 
ance”’ is provided of ‘T'ls. 1750, or about one 
twentieth percent. The Memorialist would 
how propose that the more liberal allow- 
ance of one tenth per cent be granted 
for the passing by the Board of accounts 
of sums expended for military or ‘‘re- 
organisation” purposes, This arrangement 
will provide the clerks in the Board with 
their stationery and so forth, and if the 
Board will give their sanction, there is not 
a single Commander-in-chief or provincial 
high authority who will not gladly put the 
rule in practice.—Referred to the Board 
concerned, 

(2) In a Postscript Memorial the same 
officer requests authority to dismiss a cer- 
tain District Magistrate who, in addition 
to wilful neglect of instructions conveyed 
to his predecessor regarding the settlement 
of an appeal case, and the excessive levy of 
charges upon the people, has neglected to 
show proper energy in inforcing the inter- 
dict ayainst the cultivation of the poppy. 
He went so far indeed as to tax the yield 
ini many places under pretex of augmenting 
the likin revenue.—Granted by Rescript. 

January 14th.—(1) A long Memorial 
from Chang Chih-tung, Governor of Shan- 
si, with reyard to a proposal submitted by 
a Censor that the Provincial Governments 
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should remit to Peking certain funds drawn 
from their local revenues for the provision 
of allowances to metropolitan officials, that 
these may be placed beyond the necessity 
of ekeing out their incomes by the accept- 
ance of bribes or annexation of perquisites, 
a proposal which His Majesty was pleased 
to sanction in the month of May, 1883, 
through the medium of the Board of Re- 
venue. 

On receipt of instructions to the above 
effect, the Memorialist directed the Finan- 
cial and Judicial Commissioners, in con- 
junction with the Salt Comptroller and 
the Grain Intendant, to provide for the 
remittance out of the public funds de- 
posited in the provincial exchequer, and 
the salt tax receipts, and, as has been duly 
reported to the Board of Revenue, the 
full amount was sent to Peking during the 
month of November last. While recog- 
nising the necessity of providing the allow- 
ances in the interests of purity of govern- 
ment, Memorialist would nevertheless ven- 
ture to urge that the funds so supplied 
should be drawn from a regular source pro- 
vided it does not trench upon current 
oflicial expenditure of a fixed nature. In 
support of this suggestion he begs to 
advance a series of objections to the proposal 
of the Censor, that provincial governments 
shall not be required to submit such allow- 
ances to the audit of the Board of Revenue, 
but get the money where they can, 


1.—The recipients of the grant, being 
ignorant of the source from whence the 
money is derived, will feel themselves 
placed in a false position. 

2.—Allowances of this nature, if they 
are not subjected to the audit of the Board, 
will savour of eleemosynary aid, and the 
result will be that the oflicials to whom 
they are made will be perpetually writing 
tu the provincial high authorities pleading 
poverty as an excuse for pressing fur pay- 
ment, thereby covering the government 
with disgrace. 

3.—Those who have to remit the money 
will naturally object to be reyarded by 
metropolitan officials in the light of Bank 
agents charged with the collection and 
custody of their private incomes, 

4.—The total amount to be remitted for 
distribution amongst the metropolitan 
ofticials has been tixed by the Board of 
Revenue at Tls. 260,000 per annum. The 
Memorialist ventures to think that when 
this sum comes to be apportioned the 
amount payable to each individual officer 
will be so insignificant as torender nugatory 


} any attempt of the Buard to place these 
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officials above the temptation of accepting 
bribes. 

5.—The Memorialist is further of opinion 
that as the money is net to be accounted 
for in the usual manner, any neglect to 
forward remittances will not réuder pro- 
vincial officials liable to censure. When 
the first remittance falls due no effort will 
consequently be made to collect the 
amount, heavy deficits will follow, and 
as these cannot be claimed after a lapse of 
of five years to the extent of more than 
one half, the arrears will accumulate to a 
considerable extent. Under such circum- 
stances remarks will certainly be made by 
those who receive less than their allotted 
grant which will not be flattering to the 
government, while any attempt to cause the 
Board of Revenue to make good the deficit 
would entail a continuous drain upon their 
resources which they would not long be 
able to sustain. Difficulties would then 
arise in the settlement of accounts. 

A suggestion has been thrown out that 
it would be a more dignified and constitu- 
tional mode of proceeding were the regular 
public funds to be charged with the pay- 
ment of these allowances, but against this 
suggestion the Memorialist would urge the 
impoverished condition of the public ex- 
chequer which entails economy and care in 
every department of expenditure. No 
partiality can be shown in the provision of 
one particular item. 

The Memorialist is at one with the Board 
of Revenue in their desire to protect the 
regular sources of the national income, and 
his object in now addressing His Majesty 
is to discover some means whereby the 
. wish of the Board be respected and at the 
same time the allowances granted, which 
should be sufficient to meet the require- 
ments of the case, shall be a regular item 
of expenditure, and the payments sub- 
jected to the audit of the Board. 

There are three sources from whence the 
money might be drawn :— 

(a.)—The ten per cent. likin collections 
which provincial governments are allowed 
to retain for local requirements. 

(b )—The miscellaneous taxes on salt. 

(c.)—The balance of Customs duties 
remaining in hand after remitting the re- 
gular assessment to Peking. 

Under the first heading, from twenty 
to thirty per cent. should be applied to the 
payment of these allowances. The total 
provided by the various provinces would 
amount to no inconsiderable amount, and 
the audit of the accounts would show what 
the total of the ten per cent of the likin 
collections actually amounted to. 
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As regards the second source, salt collec- 
torates are allowed to levy two kinds of 
tax on salt, viz: the regular tax and mis- 
cellaneous charges, fees, etc. Although 
the system under which these latter are 
exacted varies in different provinces, the 
procedure in all cases is more or less uni- 
form. In Shansi, for instance, they amount 
to more than Tls. 270,000, of which sum 
Tls. 26,800 is assigned by law for the pay- 
ment of anti-extortion allowances to the 
salt officials, maintenance allowance for 
the Board of Revenue, expenses of remit- 
ting money, office charges for stationery, 
etc., entertainment, and so forth, From 
this sum also comes the salaries of Bache- 
lors of the Han-lin Yiian. Ten per cent 
of these miscellaneous charges are given to 
the provincial government and have not to 
be accounted for to the Board. Twenty 
to thirty per cent. of this last amount 
might, with care aud economy, be set aside 
towards furnishing the allowance to Peking 
ofticials. 

Lastly, as regards the surplus of the 
Customs revenue, which, by a Decree 
issued last year has all to be sent to Pe- 
king, the Memorialist thinks, that this 
amount might be paid into the metropo- 
litan salary augmentation fund. The total 
revenue collected in the eighteen provinces 
from Customs duties salt and lekin amounts 
to upwards of Tls. 30,000,000, and ten per 
cent, on this sum gives three million taels 
odd from which to draw the proposed two 
to three tenths. The former rate will give 
some Tis. 600,000, while three-tenths would 
give nearly T'ls. 1,000,000 to be remitted 
annually to Peking as a fixed assessment. 
If Tle. 500 are granted to each official, and 
the estimate of the Board is correct, Tls. 
700,000 will suffice, and although the addi- 
tion to their salaries will not exactly place 
officials beyond the reach of all future 
anxiety for themselves and their families, 
it will secure at least their deep gratitude 
and attachment to the Throne. If this 
amount be compared with the enormous 
sums which His Majesty annually pays for 
soldiers which exist only on paper, useless 
officials, defaulting magistrates and extor- 
tionate underlings, it should certainly not 
be a matter of regret that such a charge is 
laid upon the public funds, when the 
object in view is purity and reform in the 
chief oftices of state. Referred by Rescript 
to the Board of Revenue. 

2.—In a Postscript Memorial the same 
officer criticises the scale of allowances that 
the Board propose to allot under the 
scheme referred to. These allowances are 


to range from Tis. 20 to Tis. 200 and 
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if official rank be taken as the basis of 


: allotment some offices will not he thinks 
. be fairly treated. Compilers and Graduates 


of the Han-lin Yuan, in particular, will be 
badly off, while Censors though better paid 


. will receive but an insignificant increase. 


Fe 


The learning and talent of the Empire 


: centre in the Han-lin Yuan and the Im- 


. perial Supervisorate of Instruction. The 


members of these institutions should there- 


: fore be placed in such a condition pecu- 
‘ niarily as to allow them to devote their 


eS 


; whole time and attention to qualifying for 
- the highest offices of the state, 


Officials 


- attached to the. Boards have numerous 


Se SS 


- yisorate of Instruction. 
- Graduates, being officers only of the 5th 


emoluments paid to them in addition to 
their salaries, but no such allowances are 
given to the Han-lin Yuan or Super- 
Compilers and 


» grade, would not be adequately paid if 


; ae 


they were assigned the allowance of their 
rank, while the allowance of Supervisors 
and Censors whose duties are more onerous 


. and their expenses greater, should cer- 


tainly be placed in a position that will 


- enable them to maintain their dignity and 
: give effect to their denunciations. 
. smallest amount that a Peking official can 


The 


live upon is one tael aday. As the officers of 
the Han-lin and Supervisorate to receive 
allowances are two hundred and eighty 
respectively, the addition of Tls. 360 per 
annum to each officer’s salary will involve 
an increased expenditure of Tls. 100,000, 
which the Board should find no difficulty 
in raising ; indeed, a more generous and 
liberal scale would be Tis. 500 per man. 
Poor as the province of Shansi is, the 
Memorialist is ready to contribute towards 
thig fund proportionately with other pro- 
vinces, his wish and object being to 
encourage ability amongst the members of 
the public service, and to promote frank- 
ness of speech amongst the Censors, to the 
benefit of the public at large.—Rescript : 
‘“ Read.” 

January 15th.—(1) A Decree. The 
Bordered Red Banner Corps begs to be 
instructed to what Yamén Ho-shé, or sons 
of Imperial Princes of the second order, 
and of Ngo-fu, or husbands of Imperial 
Princesses, are to be relegated for duty. 
Let Wén Hsi, adopted son of the Ho-shé 
princess (daughter of an inferior Imperial 
Consort) Shou Ts‘ang, who holds the rank 
of Ho-shé Ngo-fu (husband of ‘an Imperial 
princess of the second rank (?)) be con- 
signed to the Department of the Imperial 
Body Guard, to be presented at Court 
after the opening of the seals next (Chinese) 
year. 
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Kuei Ts‘un (RFP is appointed Super- 
intendent of Imperial Manufactories at 
Nanking. 

(3) A Decree. Tho Board of Ceremo- 
nies have this day reported to Us that on 
the 10th day of the 3rd moon of the com- 
ing year (April 4th 1884) three complete 
years will have elapsed since the death of 
Her Majesty the senior Empress Dowager. 
They beg to be instructed whether or no a 
Prince should be deputed to perform the 
sacrificial observances on Our behalf. As 
We reverently reflect that since the re- 
mains of Her departed Majesty were laid 
to rest, Wo have never been able to go in 
person to Her Mountain Tomb, bathed 
as it has been since that time with the 
dews of spring and the hoar frost of 
autumn time, Our grief and disappoint- 
ment are more than we can bear. We had 
promised Ourselves that we would repair 
to the Mausoleum in person in the 3rd 
moon next year on the 3rd anniversary of 
Her Majesty’s decease, to give vent ina 
small degree to the sincerity of Our 
reverential admiration. In view, however, 
of the extreme gravity of the disasters by 
flood with which the environs of the 
metropolis have this year been invaded, 
and the extraordinary condition of distress 
into which Our people have been plunged, 
the requisition of the route to the Mau- 
solea, and the necessity of providing for 
our passage would entail upon them a 
burden too great for them to bear. We 
are therefore constrained to adapt our 
wishes to the necessity of the time, and 
accordingly command Prince Kung, when 
the time arrives, espectfully to repair to 
the P‘u Hsiang Yiih and reverently per- 
form the sacrificial observances in our 
stead. Early on the morning of the 9th 
day of the moon he will also perform the 
expiatory sacrifice (?) Let all the Yaméns 
concerned reverently make the necessary 
preparations. 


(3) His Majesty announces his intention 
of offering further prayers for snow upon 
the 18th inst, 


(4) A Decree referring to a Memorial 
presented some days since by the Censor 
Liu Eu-po reporting a case in which a 
woman, a native of Anhui, who had come 
to Peking to present a petition had been 
murdered, and the district police had re- 
ported her decease as resulting from natu- 
ral causes. On receipt of this Memorial 
the Office of Gendarmerie were commanded 
to enquire into the circumstances of the 
case. They report that the district police 
authorities aud constables have been sub- 
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mitted to vigorous questioning, and from 
their evidence it appears that in the month 
of December last a woman, name unknown, 
died in one of the Watch Stations. The 
soldier in charge of the beat, being afraid 
of getting into trouble, removed the body 
to some ice on the bank of the moat; he 
positively refused to divulge anything else, 
and it is now requested that the said sol- 
dier, Chao Hsi, and eight others, may be 
handed over to the Board for trial and 
punishment. That Board will submit 
these men to a strict examination, and the 
responsible district military officers will all 
be removed from their posts and hold 
themselves in readiness to be summoned 
for interrogation. 


January 16th.—(1) Chih Yiian ( IU) 
is appointed Director of the Imperial 
Banqueting Court, and Ming Kuei (AW 
AE) Director of the Court of Sacrificial 


Worship. 

(2) Hsii Tung, President of the Board of 
Ceremonies, and Hsiieh Yiin-shéng, Vice- 
President of the Board of Punishments, 
are directed to proceed by Government post 
to Féng-t‘ien on a mission of special en- 
quiry. 

(3) Liu Jui-fén, formerly Taotai at Shang- 
hai, reports his assumption of the duties 
of Financial Commissioner of Kiangsi, to 
which post he has recently been promoted. 

(4) A report from the officers in charge 
of the Imperial Mausolea, reporting the 
trial and sentence of a soldier who had 
climbed on to the outer wall of one of the 
Imperial Tombs, and had tried to steal a 
brass cap on the flanking tower at the 
corner of the wall. For this act of sacrilege 
he has been condemned to receive one 
hundred blows with the heavy bamboo and 
to be banished to a distance of 3,000 li. 
In the course of their report the Memo- 
rialists quote a law which enacts that any- 
one who climbs over the wall of the [mperial 
city shall be punished with death by 
strangulation. 

January 17th and 18th.—From this date 
until the close of the new year’s holidays 
the Gazette appears only on alternate days. 

(1) A joint Memorial from Sé-léng-o, 
Imperial Resident in Tibet, and Ch‘ung 
Kang, his coadjutor, reporting that the 
latter has held the periodical inspection of 
the three Chinese Garrisons stationed in 
Alterior Tibet and has made the usual 
survey of the frontier. He started for 
Alterior Tibet by way of the route known 


as the Yang Pa Ching (FEANFZP or les- 


ser road. On arriving at Tashilumbo, or | 
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the ‘‘Mountain of Blessings,” he did 
homage to the Sacred Portrait (of the Emw- 
peror?), and then proceeded to hold a re- 
view of the Chinese and native troops. This 


completed, he went to Ting-jih GE B) 


where he also reviewed the troops and took 
the opportunity of inspecting the frontier 
stations at Niehlamu and other points, 
where he found everything quiet. Mays 
were presented by the authorities of the 
respective regions under their control, and 
the usual guarantees were given, the Memo- 
rialist Ch‘ung Kang exhorting them to be 
diligent in the maintenance of watch and 
ward, which warning he emphasised by the 
bestowal of presents which had in every 
instance a most stimulating effect. He 
then turned back to Ulterior Tibet and 


took the great road to Chiangtzti (WL 5X) 


where he also held a review. He has the 
honour to report that he found the troops, 
Chinese and Tibetan, efficient in each 
branch of drill, viz: in evolutions, mimic 
assault of hills, attacks on barriers, volley 
firing, shield, sword and lance practice. 
Both ofticers and soldiers made good shoot- 
ing in foot and horse archery practice, as 
well as with the fowling piece, though in 
the latter class there were several degrees 
of merit ; the average was nevertheless up 
to the standard. Those who showed the 
greatest proficiency were liberally rewarded, 
and their names were recorded for promo- 
tion, while to those whose skill was less 
marked presents of silk and satin purses, 
small knives and tea were given. The in- 
efticients were publicly reprimanded on the 
drill ground, and the majors, captains and 
other officers, as well as the nativecommand- 
ants were sternly cautioned to be diligent in 
drill and to bring all their men up toa perfect 
condition of strength and efliciency. During 
the progress of his journey onwards he fell 
in with the Tibetan ofticers who had been 


sent to Chi-lung (a) on the frontier 


(2 of Nepal) to try and settle the indemnity 
to be paid to the Palopw (Nepalese) traders 
who had lost their property (see Gazette of 
29th June 1883.) ‘These two officers held 
the rank of Kablon, or Councillor of State, 
and one was alsu a Kung or noble of the 
first rank. The Memorialist verbally re- 
peated the orders they had received to 
deal with this case in a just and equitable 
manner, and to settle it with all despatch, 
telling them that the object they must 
bear in mind should be so to satisfy the 
feelings of the outer barbarians as to pre- 
vent any further disturbances taking place 
aud maintain the safety uf the frontier. 
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‘He returned to Lassa on the 26th of October. 
‘He found that seasonable rain had fallen 
-in all the parts of Anterior Tibet through 
which he passed, aud that the natives were 
twell pleased with the plentiful harvest they 
‘had ygathered.—Rescript: It is noted. 

January 19th and 20th.—(1) The follow- 
ing appointments are announced :— 


. Chiting yi, to be Governor of Shéng | 


Ching: Sun Féng-hsing e534 Ay) Fin- 


ancial Commissioner Honan; Ch‘ing-fou 


(=P), Director General of the Yellow 


River; Chang Jui-ch‘ing (i Si) 
' Judge of Anhui. 

(2) A Decree sanctioning the restoration 
of the hereditary title of Yiin-ch‘i-yiéi to 
the late Chén Kuo-jui, whose decease was 

“announced last year. This favour has been 
‘bestowed at the request of the Board of 
War. 

(3) Ch‘ung Ch‘i, Governor of Shéng 
Chingy, is alluwed to vacate his post on the 
score of ill-health. 

(4) A Memorial from the Censor Wu 
Shou-ling suggesting that the Yellow River 
should be placed under the sole charge and 
control of the Director General of the Yel- 
luw River, instead of, as at the present 

time, being cut up into sections which are 
placed under separate and independent 
control, or that the post be abolished. The 
* Director General of the Yellow River has 
charge of the Honan works with the 
‘superintendence of the grain transport 
route; the K‘ai-chou, Tung-ming and 
Ch‘ang-yiian sections are under the Gov- 
ernor-General of Chihli, and the Governor 
of Shantung is responsible for the ‘I's‘ao- 
chou and other sections, The Memorialist 
‘mentions that before the Yellow River 
' changed its course there were two Directors 
’ General, one for the Southern Division of 
the river and one for the Eastern, who took 
’ complete charge of all works; but when the 
river took ils northern course to the sea, 
- the office of southern Director General was 
. abolished, and the eastern one only re- 
tained, The duties of the Director General 
are at present merely nominal, and his 
_ oftice with the military division under his 
- command absorbs some Tls. 600,000 to Tis. 
700,000 per annum to no ‘purpose at all. 
‘The Memorialist would suggest either that 
_ this office be abolished, as has been pro- 
posed ‘more than once before, and the 
money saved be devoted to the main- 
. tenance of the important works in Shan- 
_ tung; or, if this be considered inexpedient, 
he would suggest that the whole of the 
works be placed under the control of tho 
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Director General.—Referred by Decree 
earlier issued to the Board concerned for 
consideration, 

January 21st and 22nd.—(1) A Decree 
acknowledging receipt of a Memorial from 
the Censor En Lung calling attention to 
the gravity of the circumstances under 
which a southern woman recently died in 
a police station in Peking. Jn referring 
the statements brought forward by the 
Censor with reference to this case to the 
Board of Punishments, the instructions 
already issued to that office to arrive at 
the bottom of the mystery with all ‘promp- 
titude are emphatically repeated, and the 
Court of Metropolitan Censors are warned 
to see that no such delay in the holding of 
inquests in future cases of suspicious death 
occur as was allowed in the instance uuder 
notice. 

(2) A Decree appointing a Tibetan official 
recommended by the Imperial Resident in 
Tibet to the post of Tai-péng, or Military 
Commandant in that dependency. 

(3) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of the report of the Commission appointed 
to investigate the charges brovght against 
Chou Chia-mei, Governor of the Me- 
tropolitan Prefecture, by the Supervising 
Censor K‘ung Hsien-i. The commission 
find that the regulations under which the 
charitable institutions under the control 
of the Governor are conducted are all most 
satisfactory, aud that these rules have 
been carried out in a proper manner ; also 
that the ruling of the Governor in a certain 
dispute in connection with a grain shop at 
Tfung Chou that was referred to him 
was settled in an equitable way. The 
charges against him under these two heads 
are therefore dismissed. They consider, 
however, that the Governor gave cause for 
remark in taking the books of the ‘Fu 
K‘ang” bank to his private residence for 
examination, aud that he committed an 
act of impropriety ‘in persuading an officer 
who was in mourning, against his better 


;} judgment, to assist him in the manage- 


of the establishment organised for the sale 
of grain in Peking at reduced rates to the 
poor. He is accordingly committed to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty, 
as is also the oflicer in question. 

(3) A Decree announcing the penalties to 
which the Board of War find that Hai 
Chén, formerly Resident in Tibet but now 
in retirement, has rendered himself liable 
by memorialising the Throne on a recent 
case. Hsi Chén will lose four steps of com- 
mutative rank, which would carry with it 
removal to another post were he in em- 
ployment ; he will further forfeit half the 
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salary he is entitled to under his patent of 


nobility, and will not be employed during 
the coming year. 

In future no official on sick leave will be 
allowed to address the Throne direct, so 
long as such leave shall continue. 

January 23rd and 24th.—(1) A Decree 
with reference to a case of abduction by 
T‘umed Mongols which was brought to 
the notice of the Throne in December 
last (see Gazette of Dec. 7th 1883) by the 
Censor En Lung. The case was referred 
to the, Board of Punishments and the 
Mongolian Superintendency for joint in- 
vestigation. During the progress of this 
investigation the same Censor declared that 
the Secretaries of the Mongolian Superinten- 
dency were extorting money from Chalunga, 
one of the parties concerned. This matter 
was also referred to the same tribunals for 
investigation. A report has now been 
received from the Board of Punishments 
stating that the charge against Témuch ‘io- 
chapu and others of abducting an in- 


dividual and examining him under torture’ 


was utterly incorrect. They consider, 
however that the charge against the said 
Témuch‘iochapu of arrogating too great 
powers to himself is not without founda- 
tion ; they accordingly request that he and 
the rest shall be summoned and examined 
with a view to the discovery of the real 
facts of the case under investigation. The 
Mongolian Superintendency is hereby 
called upon to send for the individuals in 
question and examine them conjointly 
with the Board of Punishments. They are 
further to investigate the charge of extor- 
tion made by the Censor. 

(2) A Memorial from Prince Hui, Lieu- 
tenant General of the Bordered Red Ban- 
ner Corps, reporting the receipt of a repre- 
sentation from Wang Hai, an expectant 
Taotai, to the effect that he had recently 
noticed in the Gazette a Memorial from the 
Liu En-po suggesting the necessity of in- 
stituting reforms in the management of free 
schools, cemeteries etc., established by pri- 
vate subscription. He, Wang Hai, had 
now respectfully to submit that he had 
established eight free schools in Peking 
which had been in existence for over 
twenty years, and had expended over Tis. 
45,000 in building and furnishing these 
schools. His object in establishing and 
endowing them was to foster and encourage 
talent, and he built them all without 
asking anyone for a single cash in the 
way of subscription. After what the 
Censor had now said about the abuses 
that existed in the administration of 
private charity, he, Wang Hai, felt that he 
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could no longer carry on these schools, as]. 


he was now seventy-six years of age, and} 
infirm, and could not give his personal 
attention to their inspection and mainten- 
ance. He begged therefore to hand over 
the title deeds of one hundred and seventy 
ch‘ing of land, and a deposit receipt for 
Tls. 5,000, which formed the endowment of |’ 
these schools, the title-deeds of seven of 
which, with the buildings, furniture, and 
fittings he also begged to make over to the 
Government. The remaining school he 
begged permission to retain possession of, 
as it was connected with the school for 
members of his own clan ; he would main- 
tain this school at his own expense, and it 
should not be a charge on the endow- 
ment. He went on tu say that in the 
year 1879 he had subscribed Tls. 41,000 
towards the repairs of the examination 
enclosure in Peking ; in 1882 he had contri- 
buted Tls. 28,000 towards the repairs of the 
prefectural school, with materials to the 
value of Tis. 1,000 more, for all of which 
he had asked for no recompense, though 
His Majesty was pleased to bestow upon 
him, at the instanee of the Governor of 
Peking, the rank of Taotai with a button 
of the second grade. In conclusion he 
prayed that his request to be relieved of 
the charge of the seven schools might be 
submitted to His Majesty. The Memoria- 
list solicits His Majesty’s instructions as 
to whether these schools, which are per- 
manently and sufficiently endowed, shall 
or shall not be taken over by the authori- 
ties. The request was sanctioned by a 
Decree earlier issued. 

January 25th and 26th.—No documents 
of importance, 

January 27th, 28th, 29th and 30th.— 
(Court Circular) January 27th His Majesty 
will go at 5 a.m. to-morrow (the 1st day of 
the Uhinese year) to the Feng Hsien Hall 
to perform the usual ceremonies ; at 7 a.m. 
His Majesty will visit the Tzi Ning Kung 
for the same purpose, and at 8.45 will 
repair to the Chung Ho Tien to receive 
obeisance, after which new year’s congra- 
tulations will be offered in the T‘ai Ho 
Tien. At 10 a.m. His Majesty will visit 
the Ta Kao Tien and the Shou Huang Tien 
to perform obeisance, 

January 28th (New Year’s day).—Prince 
Kung returns thanks for the present of a 
purse upon which the eight Buddhist em- 
blems are embroidered. The Board of 
Astronomy report that the wind upon this 
day rose from the south-east, auguring 
longevity and a prosperous harvest. 

His Majesty will partake of. meat to- 
morrow, taking His seat at 6.30 a.m. 
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The following record of the official move- 
anents of His Majesty during the first moon 
>£ the year (28th January to 26th February) 
iss taken from the daily Court Circular :— 

Audiences were granted every day to the 
Council. 

On sixteen occasions audiences were 
y ranted to individual officers. 

On five occasions His Majesty engaged 
im ancestral worship. 

On two occasions worship was offered at 
at the Ta Kao Tien (prayers for snow.) 

State Banquets were given at which His 
IMiajesty presided. One of these was to 
consume sacrificial meats offered to Im- 
Pperial Ancestry. 

On one occasion His Majesty witnessed an 
exhibition of fireworks. The following is 
a detailed list of the ceremonies performed 
on the first day of the new year. 

4 a,m.—Worship at the Féng Hsien Tien, 
or Hall in which the Tablets of Imperial 
Ancestry are placed. 

7 a.m.—Visit of congratulation to the 
Tzti Ning Kung, or Palace of the Empress 
Dowager. 

8 a.m.—Reception of obeisances in the 
Chung Ho Throne Hall, followed by the 
receipt of congratulations in the T‘ai Ho 
Throne Hall frem Mongol Princes, Corean 
Emvoys, and others. 

9 a.m.—Worship at the Ta Kao Tien, or 
Imperial Taoist Temple. 

(1) The only documents of interest in 
this issue are two Memorials from the 
Governor of Shantung containing proposals 
on the subject of the repairs and alterations 
it is proposed to make in the Yellow River 
Works with a view to preventing a repeti- 

tion of the disasters that occurred during 
the past year. The first paper is some- 
what confusing. The Memorialist com- 
mences by stating that in accordance with 

the: proposals made last year by Yu Po- 
ch‘uan and himself that a connection should 
‘be cut between the T‘u and Hsieh Rivers 

and the Yellow River at the breach in Li- 
_ ch‘éng Haien in order to relieve the pres- 
sure on the main stream (see Gazette of 
| p. 27 ete., 1883), he ordered officers to make 
gurveys and prepare estimates. From a 
_ report from the Expectant Taotai Chang 

Shang-ta (who appears to have been 

charged with the general superintendence 
' of this survey), it would seem that 
" 340 lt of the river bed, presumably the 
’ beds of the two rivers above mentioned, 
- would have to be cleared. In submitting 

this result of the survey, the Taotai adds 
‘that in his opinion the disasters which 
_ overflow of the Yellow River are to be 
’ attributed to three chief causes. 
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1.—The numerous obstructions in the 
course of the river. 
2.—The number of bends. 
3.—The excess of the volume of water 
over the space in which it has to be confined. 
The expense of widening the river through- 
out would, he continues, be too great to 
admit of such an arrangement being con- 
sidered. If exertions be confined to straight- 
ening the bends (? of the two connecting 
rivers), widening the beds of these rivers 
where they are narrow, and deepening them 
where they are shallow, so as to make 
them uniform throughout (? in depth, width 
and direction), and the construction of a 
sluice 350 feet wide and eighty feet thick, 
with two ‘‘wings” on either side of 
fifty feet, Tls. 500,000 might with strict 
economy be suflicient for the work, pro- 
vided that the gratuitous services of the 
people were availed of to a limited ex- 
tent. The Memorialist in endorsing the 
accuracy of these opinions and estimates 
proposes to commence operations in the 
early spring, and suggests that the Tis. 
5 10,000 required for the purpose shall be 
be deducted from the subsidy due to 
Peking for the coming year.—Rescript : 
‘* Read.” ’ 
(2) In a second Memorial, the same 
officer reports the result of a personal visit 
of inspection he has made to a place called 
Shih-ssti Hu in Li-chin Hsien, wherea breach 
has.recently been made of over 2,000 feet 
in width, flooding the country for a distance 
of over 100 li and submerging all the salt- 
flats, to the serious inquiry of one of the 
most important industries in the province. 
‘The Memorialist set out in a small boat on 
this sea of flood, but ran aground after he 
had gone some four or five li, and dis- 
covered that the water found its way by 
two chanuels into the sea. To attempt to 
stop the gap under present conditions would 
involve an enormous outlay, and would not 
afford any great security ; he has, therefore, 
after mature consideration of the subject, 
come to the conclusion that it would be 
better to get rid of the water by cutting a 
canal of derivation which would drain the 
inundations back into the main channel at 
another point. This would then render 
the closing of the gap a matter of eompara- 
tive ease. The main channel, he adds, is 
at present a subsidiary one only, in con- 
sequence of the width of the breach and the 
volume of water that flows through it. He 
estimates that it would not cost more than 
Tis. 300,000 to cut a channel, which would 
be six di in length, and construct the neees- 
sary earthworks and sluices. When this has 
been done it will be possible to stop the 


gap and drain the inundated area, after 
which a channel of derivation can be made 
at some suitable spot which will communi- 
cate with the sea. He then proceeds to sug- 
gest that certain of the bends in the river 
in the section between two points known 
as T‘ieh-mén Kuan and Hsin-ho K‘ou shall 
be straightened and the channel made wider 
and deeper in places where it is required. 
With strict economy about Tls. 120,000 
will be required for these operations. 
These amounts he also proposes to draw 
from the subsidies due to Peking for the 
present year, Rescript :—Let the Board 
deliberate and report. The Memorialist 
has placed the characters incorrect- 
ly* in his Memorial; let him be handed 
over to the Board for the infliction of a 
penalty. 

January 31st and February 1st.—Court 
Circular. Hsii Tung, President of the 
Board of Ceremonies, and Hsiieh Yun- 
shéng, Vice-President of the Board of 
Punishments, who have been ordered on a 
special mission of enquiry to Féng-t‘ien, 
had audience of leave. 

(1) During the absence of Hsii T‘ung on 
special service Tséug Kuo-ch‘iisn is or- 
dered to act as President of the Board of 
Ceremonies. 

(2) A Decree ordering Chou Hsing-yu, 
Salt Commissioner of Kuangtung, and Li 
P‘ei-yu, Grain Taotai of the same province, 
to vacate their posts, they having been pro- 
nounced by the Governor-General to be 
unequal to the duties of their respective 
offices. 

(3) A Decree similarly ordering Kuo 
Ying, Judge of Kuangsi, to vacate his 
post and come to Pekiug for other employ- 
ment. The Governor of the province re- 
ports that since the autumn when he took 
charge temporarily of the duties of the 
Financial Commissioner he has been so 
confused and apparently physically ex- 
hausted that public business has been de- 
layed and many mistakes have occurred. 

(4) A Decree dismissing four expectant 
Magistrates in Kuangsi whose character is 
such, according to the report of the Gov- 
ernor, as to unfit them for the public 
service. Two others are disrated, and one 
is transferred to the educational depart- 
ment. 

February 2nd and 3rd.—(1) A Decree 
ackowledging the receipt of a report from 
the Oftice of Gendarmerie, who state that 
on the night of the 26th of January last 


* Nove.—The characters should have been 


written th Ey. 
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the house of an official living in the Tartar 
City of Peking was broken into by an}: 
armed gang of over twenty men, who over- 
awed the people of the house and possessed 
themselves of clothes and valuables to a 
large amount. That so daring an act of 
extreme lawlessness should occur under 
the very shadow of the Throne, combined 
with the failure to arrest the perpetrators 
thereof, betukens laxity on the part of the 
police authorities of no ordinary ~ kind. 
Six petty police officers who are specially 
responsible are handed over to the Board 
for the infliction of a severe form of pen- 
alty, and a limit of time is allowed them] 
for the recovery of the property and the 
arrest of the burglars, wader pain of fur- 
ther penalties in the event of failure. The 
present occurrence indicates the necessity 
of reforms in the police administration of 
Peking which the Ottice of Gendarmerie are 
hereby called on vigorously to carry out, 


(2) Jui Chang (Fgdsa) is appointed Salt 


Commissioner of Kuanytung ; Sun I-mou | 


(FRR Judge of Chékiang ; ‘Té Shou], 


(fis SS) Salt Commissioner of the Two 


Huai; and Wang Chih-ch‘un (£ Z2#R) 


Grain Taotai of Kuangtung. 


(3) A Memorial from a Censor warmly | 
approving of the rebuke recently ad- 
ministered by His Majesty to Hsi Chén, 
who had retired into private life on being 
appointed Imperial Resident in Tibet. This 
individual, the Censor states, is bound 
sooner or later to come within the meshes 
of the law. During the time he served in 
the Board of War, he was implicated with 
certain officers, some since dismissed, in 
many transactions of a questionable nature, 
and he has the reputation of being extreme- | 
ly wealthy. During his charge ofthe Treasury 
while serving in the Board he used his 
public opportunities to serve his private 
ends to such good purpose that he was able 
to buy land and houses and spend money 
with boundless extravagance. He iscredited 
with having several hundred thousand taels 
lent out at interest to different merchants, 
and he must have had at least Tis. 10,000 
in the “f Fukang” Bank. He should have 
accepted the loss of money obtained by no 
honest means in silence, but instead of that 
he has the audacity to invite His Majesty’s 
aid in the recovery of his property under 
pretext that it is to be given to the public. 
Such a shameless and wanton act of private 
animosity cannot well be surpassed. ‘That 
his illness was feigned is proved by the fact 
that he only fell sick when appointed toa 
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istant post, and recovered as soon as that 
‘ppointment was cancelled. In conclusion 
he Memorialist would pray that Asi 
‘hén be committed to the Board for the 
etermination of a heavy form of penalty 
or his presumption, and that a committee 
® appointed to enquire into his ante- 
edents. He would further pray that His 
Iajesty will decide once for all whether 
n officer on leave has or has not the right 
o address the Throne so long as that leave 
ontinues. For Decree see Guzctte of Jan. 
Ist. 
(4) The Governor of Auhui reports that 
18 has sent to the oftice of the Imperial 
LTousehold two hundred cakes of Auhui 
uk which have been specially made for the 
ise of the palace on the requisition of the 
Jomptroller of the Imperial Household. 
‘hese cakes have been laid on cushions 
nd packed in boxes sent under the care of 
n officer specially deputed to take them 
o Peking. 
» February 4th and 5th.—Court Circular. 
>rince Kung returus thanks for a copy of 
he ‘‘Sacred Admanitions” (of the late 
‘dm peror. ) 
; The Board of Civil Office submit a copy 
if the Spring Official List. 
f ‘he Board of Ceremonies send in the 
fee me (see Peking Gazette, 4th 


*ebruary, 1882,)and the Governor of Peking 
he picture of the ‘Spring Ox.” (See 
ehing Gazettes 4th February, 4882.) ‘The 
vhole of this issue, with one trifling excep- 
ion, is occupied with the report of the 
Yilice of Gendarmerie of the steps they 
ave taken to discover the circumstances 
ander which an Auhui woman recently 
aet with her death in the streets of Peking, 
sud with the Memorial of the Censor Liu 
tn-po calling his Majesty’s attention to 
-lhe suspicious circumstances in connection 
vith this case. Lin Shu, Commandant of 
yendarmerie, prefaces his report by quo- 
‘ing the Decree of the 3rd January with 
-eference to the report of the Censor Liu 
fn-po on this subject, which Decree calls 
tpon the Office of Gendarmerie to seize 
‘lhe parties concerned, and send them to 
he Board of Punishments for strict exami- 
vation. He goes on to explain, in answer 
o the Censor’s statement, that the woman 
n question had presented a petition at the 
Milice of Gendarmerie which had been re- 
used, that by existing rule no petitions are 
-eceived at the Gendarmerie, any one 
saving a grievance being required t+ stop the 
“ouveyance of one of the chiefs of the uftice 
n the street and present a petition in that 
nauner; in cases of urgency a verbal state- 
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ment of the grievance is sufficient. The 
petitioner is then handed over to the local 
police authority to be sent to the yamén for 
interrogation. No petitions are received 
at the Yamén, and no secretary would 
venture to tuke one in. On the 21st of 
January last, the date of the occurrence 
now under investigation, the Memorialist 
was on leave, but his deputy, (who joins 
him in this report) saw nothing of any 
Anhui woman, no such person having 
stopped his cart to present a petition, On 
reference to the archives of the oflice, 
however, a report from Ch‘un Ling and 
Wén Hui, the Major and Lieutenant 
of Police of the Manchu Blue Banner, 
was found, to the effect that there was 
the body of a woman, name unknown, 
lying on the bank of the ditch near the 
Ti-an bridge in their division, which is in 
the North of the city. As is the rule in 
such cases, orders were thereupon given 
for an inquest to be held, and the Board 
of Punishments, with whom any further 
action lay, was duly communicated with. 
The Censor Liu En-po having come for- 
ward with a statement that the woman in 
question was taken into the police station 
at dead of night by « street watchman and 
there murdered, her body being afterwards 
thrown upon the ice in the moat, it become 
necessary to subject the police authorities 
of the district to a searching interrogation 
with a view to ascertaining the facts of the 
case, and sending the responsible persons 
to the Board of Punishments for trial. 

The Ti-an Bridge being in the division 
which is policed by the Yellow and Bor- 
dered Yellow Banners, the Lieutenants of 
this division were sent for, as well as the 
soldiers on duty and other individuals. 
The following is a list of their names :— 

1.—Tséng Shou, Lieutenant of Police. 

2.—Yii Shan, do. do. 
3.—Ch‘un Ling, deputy Major of Potice. 
4.—Wén Hui, Lieutenant of Police. 
5.—Chao Hsi, street constable. 

6.—Li Ch‘ang-yung, do. 

7.—Wang Lu-érh, canal police. 

8.—Chavo Yung-lu, foot soldier. 

9.—Chany Ech-ko, hired substitute. 
10.—Jui Ch‘éng, corporal, 
11 —Fu Ch‘ung-fu, do. 
12.—Chany K ‘uei- wu, who posted a placard 
near the place where the body was found. 
13.—Sun Yii, underling at the Office of 
Gendarmerie. 
The Memorialist then proceeds to give a 
summary of the depositions of each man, 
which are too long to reproduce at lenuth. 

Witness No. 4, to whom was reported 

the fact that the body of a woman was lying 


on the edge of the ditch or canal, mado 
,the usual report to the police magistrate 
of the Northern division of the city, who 
inspected the body and took away a written 
petition which he found in the breast of 
the jacket of the deceased. Two days later 
or five days after the discovery of the body 
it was examined by the same magistrate 
in concert with the Assistant Mayistrates 
of the central and western divisions of the 
city. They found the body to be that of 
a woman of some forty years of age. There 
were some scratches upon the face, but no 
marks upon the body, so they decided that 
death had arisen from natural causes and 
ordered the body to be buried in the public 
burial ground outside the north of the city, 
but not to be put deep into the ground; a 
mark was also placed uver the grave to 
facilitate identification. The woman had 
six garments on, in two of which she was 
buried, the remaining four being given to 
the police to take care of. 

Witness No. 3 knew only of the circum- 
stances of the case from hearsay, witness 
No. 4 having had charge of all arrange- 
ments, 

Witness No, 2 was on duty on the day 
when the woman was said to have lain 
down outside the Yaméu gate, but he 
never saw her. Nor could he give any ex- 
planation as to how the body came to be 
found on the bank of the canal. 

Witness No. 5 stated that towards even- 
ing on the 31st December, a woman, name 
unknown, came crying to the gate of the 
Office of Gendarmerie with a petition which 
she wished to present. He told her that this 
Yamén never received petitions, and that 
she would have to stop one of the chiefs of 
the office in the street and present her 
petition in person, . She then sat down on 
the ground, but after the lamps had been 
lit, he noticed she had moved to the west 
of one of the side gates of the Yaméu and 
was lying asleep upon the ground. Early on 
the following morning on his return from 
marketing, he found the woman lying on 
the K‘ang of the guard-house gasping for 
breath and unable to move. He then sent 
for witness No. 9, a substitute who was 
employed sub rosé to beat the watches, 
and told him to look after her. Witness 
No, 9, having oecasion to go out, shut 
the door and left her. Witness No. 5, 
on returning to the guardhouse after dark 
that day, found that the woman was 
dead, and fearing that he would get 
into trouble he and witness No. 9 
carried the body away in the small hours 
of the night, and deposited it on the ice in 
the moat on ditch near the Ti-an Bridge. 
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Witness No. 9 corroborated this story. 

Witness No. 8 saw the woman near the 
Yamén gate sitting on the ground crying ; 
hearing a groaning uoise in the guard-house 
vext morning, he broke the paper of the 
window and looked in, when he saw the 
same woman lying un the k‘ang gasping 
for breath, 

Witness No. 7, who removed the body 

from the ice, placed it under a wicker cover 
on the bank, and sent word to the officer, 
was present at the first inspection and saw 
the assistant police Mayistrate take a writ- 
ten paper from the breast of the woman’s 
jacket, which he said he would look at later. 
He saw Chang K‘uei-wu (No. 12) paste a 
placard on the wall at the place where the 
Inquest was held, and at once arrested 
him. : 
Witness No. 12, who is from Wei Hsien 
in Chihli, said he came to Peking to pre- 
sent a petition, and hearing that a woman 
had died at the place in question, he wrote 
a sacrificial ode to her which he pasted 
on the wall; he had no personal knowledge 
of the woman at all. 

In forwarding these depositions to His 
Majesty the Memorialist observes that 
upon the confession of two of them, the 
woman died on the guard-house and was 
carried to the ice; but as they all stoutly 
denied that there had been any foul play, 
and their statements cannot be trusted, it 
remains for the Board of Punishments to 
take over all the witnesses but the first 
four and find out the truth by vigorous 
questioning. It is humbly requested that 
the Board may be instructed accordingly. 
The Memorialiat has further to pray that 
the two Lieutenants and Deputy Major of 
Police (witnesses No. 1, 2 and 3) may be 
temporarily cashiered, and that Wén Hui, 
also Lieutenant of Police (No. 4), may be 
removed from his post, the four holding 
themselves in readiness for a summous 
from the Board to give evidence. (For 
Decree see Gazettes of Jan. 15th and 21st.) 


February 6th and 7th.—(1) Hsiieh Fu- 
ch ‘éng, (EET BR is appointed Taotai at 


Ningpo. 

(2) A Memorial from the Board of War 
reporting the receipt of a petition from the 
family of the late Ch‘én Kuo-jui asking 
for the sanction of the Board to the suc- 
cession of the deceased’s adopted son Ch‘én 
Kuan-ch‘iian to the title of Yiin h& yi 
which was bestowed upon Ch‘én Kuo-jui 
for his distinguished services in the field 
during the suppression of the rebellion in 
Chihli. His Majesty having been pleased, 


! after the death of this ofticer at his place 


Fes. 7.] 





of exile, to restore to him his rank and 
honours, his relatives hope that his adopted 
son may be allowed to succeed to the title. 
As there has been no special decree issued 
restoring this hereditary title to the late 
Ch‘én Kuo-jui the Memorialists humbly 
solicit His Majesty’s Commands on the 
point.—Granted by Decree earlier issued 

(3) A Memorial from Prince Li, Captain 
General of the Bordered Red Bauner 
Corps, soliciting instructions as to the 
official duties to be assigned to one Wén 
Hsi, the son of an acting Captain of that 
Banner, who in the year 1807 was reevg- 
nised by His Majesty as the adopted son 
of the Princess Shou Tsang, and on his 
attainment to the age of thirteen years was 
given the rank of a husband of an Imperial 
Princess of theaecond rank, upon which occa- 
sion he also succeeded to the hereditary title 
of nan or noble of the 5th grade to which 
a captaincy was attached. Wén Hsi having 
now attained the age of eighteen years, he 
should be assigned some ofticial duty, but 
as there is no precedent to guide the 
Memorialist in assigning him such duty, he 
begs to solicit His Majesty’s instructions. 
He may mention that tie order of pro- 
ceeding in the case of members of the three 
first yrades of hereditary nobility is for the 
Banner to which the youth belongs to send 
him with a letter to the Department of the 
Imperial Body Guard, by whom he is pre- 
sented to His Majesty. Youths succeeding 
to a title of a lower order than thoxe 
mentioned are, upon arriving at manhood, 
examined by some high official appointed 
by His Majesty on the application of the 
government school at which they are study- 
ing, the nature of their official employment 
being determined by the result of this 
examination.—For Decree see Guzette of 
January 15th. 

(4) A Memorial from Fény Shén, Tartar 
General at Sui-yuan, reporting the result 
of a conference with the Mongol princes 
notility, and chieftains of the Ulan Ch‘ap 
League of the Inner Mongols which he 
recently caused to be held under the pre- 
sidentship of a Deputy Lieutenant General 
specially appointed for the purpose. ‘The 
six Banners of which the Ulan Ch‘ap Lea- 
gue is composed are under av obligation to 
furnish a contingent of men and horses for 
the Government courier service over the line 
of territory they occupy, but for the past 
ten years they have neglected to do so, and 
under commands from His Majesty the 
Memorialist was directed to call them to 
account. He accordingly wrote tu the 
Captain General of the League to call a 
meeting of the princes and nobility at a 
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spot to be determined by him, at whieh 
the deputy Lieutenant General above men- 
tioned was present as the Memorialist’s 
representative. ‘This oflicer now reports 
that he read the Imperial Decree to the 
assembled nobles and told them that the 
plea of scarcity from dronyzht could no 
lon-er be admitted as an excuse for the 


evasion of their bounden duty. Large 
grants of money had moreover been 


made for the performance of this corvzée, 
aud the copious rain that had fallen 
during this summer had produced a 
plentiful crop of grass. In conclusion he 
exhorted them in peremptory terms to 
resume this courier service and to supply 
the needful contingent of men and 
horses. In reply they declared that while 
they were willing to do their best to 
show their appreciation of the Imperial 
bounties of which the League had been the 
recipient for generations past, they were 
absolutely incapable of performing the 
service that was required of them, for suc- 
cessive years of drought had killed off 
their stock and reduced their people to a 
state of starvation. The Deputy Lieu- 
tenant exhausted his powers of persuasion 
and exhortation fur days in succession, but 
all he could do after sume ten or more 
conferences and repeated warnings that per- 
sistence in their refusal would be attended 
with grave consequences, was a repetition 
of their protest that the ravages of famine 
precluded the continuance of a service that 
had been faithfully performed for the past 
hundred years and more, and was only now 
interrupted from causes beyond their con- 


trol. They went on to say that although 
rain had fallen in abundance this sum- 
mer and there was no lack of grass, 


their animals had all died, and all the 
tribes were so burdened with debt that 
they had not yet been able to recover 
from their embarrassment. .In conclusion 
they offered to surrender their annual 
grant of Tis, 2,900 to the Governor of 
Chiahar to be transferred to the Buruts for 
the expenses of the postal service until 
such time as they had somewhat recovered 
from their present condition of distress. 
The Deputy Lieutenant General declared 
that the proposal to surrender their grant 
was a subterfuge, aud offered to apply for 
a supplementacy grantif they would under- 
taie to perform the dary reqnired of thei, 
but they continued to plead poverty in so 
piteous a strain that he concluded that it 
would be impolitic to press them further, 
and contented himself with obtaining from 
the princes and nobles a written guarantee 
in support of their offer to surrender their 


annual grant, which he forwarded to 
Memorialist for instructions. Ou the matter 
being referred to the Governor of Ch‘a- 
har, that high officer declined to enter- 
tain the proposal on the ground that 
the Buruts were already overburdened 
with compulsory postal service, and were 
unable to undertake any more. He added 
that if the princes and nobles in question 
continued to evade their bounden duty 
under the specious pretext of ‘‘ disaster 
from Heaven” and were he to sanction 
their request to be allowed to relinquish 
their grant, it would amount to an altera- 
tion of constitutional arrangements which he 
had not the power to sanction. He there- 
fore called upon the Ulan Ch‘ap League to 
fulfil their obligations. Under these 
circumstances the Memorialist has no re- 
source but to appeal to His Majesty to 
cause the aforesaid princes and nobles to 
be punished for their contumacy, which is 
akin to a resistance of the law, as he has 
no power to compel them to atter their 
decision. — Referred to the Mongolian 
Superintendency. 

February 8th and 9th.—(1) A Decree. 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang memorialises to the effect 
that his term of leave is approaching com- 
pletion, and as his maladies are no better 
he repeats his application for permission 
to vacate his post and retire to his home. 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang has served his country 
with distinction and with zeal, and the 
Court is so deeply sensible of the extent to 
which it is dependent upon him that his 
repeated applications for permission to 
retire have hitherto been met by grants of 
temporary congé. He has now renewed 
these applications again and again, aud 
represents that the affection of his eyes is 
getting daily worse, while his constitution 
is so impaired that nothing but a period of 
absolute rest will enable him to get any 
better. The piteous and touching nature 
of his appeal is such that We cannot but 
accord what he asks, much though it be 
against Our will. We permit T'so Tsung- 
t‘ang to vacate his post, and grant him four 
months leave to return to his native place, 
and recruit his health with a mind that is 
free from the cares of business, Yii Lu 
will act as Governor General of the Two 
Kiang, and Tso Tsung-t‘ang will await his 
arrival before leaving for his home. Lu 
Shih-chieh, the Financial Commissioner, 
will act temporarily as Governor of Anhui. 

No other documents of importance. 


February 10th and 11th.—There are no 


Decrees in this day’s issue, which with one 
unimportant exception is enlicely occupied 
with the report of Olohopu and Chang 
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Chih-wan, the two high officers deputed 
to enquire into the truth of the charges 
brought by the Censor K‘ung Heaien-i 
ayainst Chou Chia-mei, the Governor of 
Metropolitan Prefecture. The result of 
this enquiry has been announced in a De- 


| cree published the Gazette of January 21st. 


The Memorial is of so elaborate a nature 
that its translation would occupy more 
space than the subject is worth, as the 
details are most uninteresting. 

February 12th and 13th.—(1) A Decree 
acknowledging the receipt of a report from 
the Governor of Kiangsu, to whom had 
been referred a petition presented at the 
Censorate by a literary graduate called 
Wang aud others, complaining that in 
Chiang-yin Hsien the oftice of pao chia or 
tithing master, was made compulsory, aud 
adding a set of draft rules eight in number 
for the better collection of land tax. The 
Governor finds on careful enquiry that it 
is not the case in Chiang-yin Hsien, as 
stated by the petitioners, that the tithing 
master is made responsible for the collec- 
tion of arrears of land tax, nor is accept- 
ance of this office compulsory. The state- 
ments of the graduate were, in short, based 
ou hearsay evidence, or were made without 
verification of the proofs, while his conduct 
in proposing a set of rules on the subject 
of land and at collection borders so closely 
upon an attempt to control official pro- 
cedure that the Governor considers he 
ought to be punished. Wang Erh-chiieh 
is deprived of his degree and titles asa 
salutory warning to others, For all future 
time the term chia chang must be abolished 
as far as the collection of land-tax is 
concerned in the Chiang-yin District, 
and the fact of its abolition will be cut in 
stone by the magistrate. This ofticer will 
recommend the people to consider some 
common arrangement uuder which land- 
tax shall be paid within a fixed limit of 
time, and the collection be subject to no 
interference from official underlings of any 
class. He will also stringently prohibit 
vexatious exactions under any pretext what- 
soever. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Héh-lung Chiang, asking His Majesty’s 
permission to carry out the sentence of 
banishment passed upon certain individuals 
convicted eighteen months ago of having 
sold government lands to squatters from 
elsewhere, fur which was paid the sum of 
upwards of ten thousand strings of cash, 
The sellers of this land, aud forcible 
occupiers, sixteen in all, were sentenced to 
banishment into military servitude on a 
distant frontier, but to be kept iu pri- 


Fas. 13—15.] 





_ son on the spot until the money that 
- had been fraudulently obtained was re- 
. funded. Eighteen months have now elapsed, 
. and no efforts have been spared to torce 
_ this money out of the prisoners, four 


_ of whom 


have died, but without avail. 
The law lays down that criminals whether 
in the capital or provinces, who are actually 
unable to pay fines or cunfications to gov- 
ernment, shall be absolved from payment 
of sums of upwards of ‘Ils. 20. after six 
months imprisonment for the debt, and 
their place of banishment having been de- 
termined on, they shall be despatched thi- 
ther without waiting fur the reply of the 
Board, after the usual guarantee that pay- 
ment cannot be recovered is entered into, 
This being the line of procedure laid dowa 
by law, the Memorialist begs that the 
Board may be instructed to consider whe- 
ther the arrangement he proposes is to be 
carried out or not; he forwards herewith 
the usual guarantee.—Referred to the 


’ Board. 


February 14th and 16th.—(Court Circu- 


" lar.) His Majesty will go to-morrow, the 


15th inst., at 1 p.m., to the Hsi-ch‘ang tzit 
to witness a display of fireworks. 

(1) A Decree. Chou T6é-jun, Secretary 
of the Grand Secretariat, represents that 
an illustrious officer ought not to be induced 
to retire, and he begs that We will issue a 
Decree demanding from the high officer in 
question the exercise of a lofty patriotism, 
and call upon him to work out his cure at 
his post. The Court is just now particu- 
larly dependent upon the energy, activity 
and strength of purpose of Tso Tsung-t‘ang, 
and at a season of difficulty like the present, 
We rely more than ever on the two or three 
old and illustrious servants We possess to 
be sincere in their efforts to aid Us; We 
should never be willing that they should 
send in their resignation as soon as they 
had made a name. It is only because the 
affection of the Grand Secretary's eyes 
grows worse day by day, and it is impossible 
amidst the numerous duties of so extensive 
and busy a jurisdiction as that of the Liang 
Chiang to secure any quiet of mind to 
recruit his health that We permitted him 
to vacate his post of Governor-General, 
and gave him four months extra leave to 
return to his home. It so doing We were 
actuated by a desire that he should be able 
to recruit his strength with a mind free 
from the cares and anxieties of office, and 
so expedite his restoration to health, and 
emerge once more to be Our mainstay. 
The Grand Secretary in question has always 
been so honest and loyal, that we feel sure 
he would not seek his personal comfort in 
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the smallest degree. Let him attend to 
his ailments with all despatch, and when 
he feels slightly better let him cancel his 
leave irrespective of date. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang reporting, in 
Obedience to Imperial command, the cir- 
cumstances under which some rivters in 
Hsien Hsien were killed by the crew of a 
gunboat sent down to keep order. He 
would explain in the first place that the 
Hu-t‘o riser, which runs through Hsien 
Hsien, used to debouch into another stream 
called the Tzii-ya Ho, which commmnicates 
with Tientsin. Lu the year 1868 the 
Hu-t‘o river chanyed its course and took 
a notherly direction by way of Kao-ch ‘eng 
Hsien, Shén Chou and Jao-yang Hsien 
into the Ku-yang river which, being incap- 
able of holding such a volume of water, 
overflowed in every direction, flooding 
Hsien Haien, Ho-chien, Su-ning, Jén-ch ‘iu, 
Hsiung Hsien, Pao-ting, Pa Chou, Ta- 
ch‘éng, and Wén-an, nine Departments and 
Districts in all. As there was uo outlet for 
all these floods thay drained into the large 
hollow in which Wén-an Jies, causing serious 
and wide-spread mischief. After many and 
repeaded efforts to remedy the evil, a canal 
was cut in Hsien Hsien in the year 1881, 
which brought the waters of the Hu-t‘u 
river once more back to the Tzii-ya river, 
stopping the flow of the Ku-yang river to 
the immense relief of the places above 
mentioned. The villages to the south of 
this new canal, which lie low, were, it is 
true, still submerged, but this was no new 
state of things, as it was impossible to 
secure them from the danger of floods in con- 
sequence of the hollow in which they stood. 
In the month of October last, the people to 
the south of this canal cut the north embank- 
ment, which wasimmediately repaired by the 
magistrate, who further proceeded to take 
steps to keep the villagers to the south of 
the canal under control, and afford them 
some relief. A month later when he was 
issuing relief to the people whose sufferings 
had induced him to apply for funds to aid 
them, the inhabitants of the Ta-hsing and 
other villages took advantage of his absence 
at the Fu-yang river, where his presence 
was needed to prevent a threatened breach, 
to go in an armed body several hundred 
strong blowing horns and beating gongs to 
the northern embankment of the canal, 
which they once more forcibly cut in spite 
of the opposition of the villagers of the 
northern bank. The gunboat which had 
been sent dewn to this locality by the 
Memorialist’s predecessor was promptly 
summoned ; but before it could arrive, the 


mob had cut six gaps in the northern 
bank, through one of which the water 
was already flowing. The oflicers and men 
of the gunboat commenced with verbal 
remonstrances, and then fired a gun to 
intimidate the mob, who thereupon climbed 
ou to the embankment and opened fire 
on the gunboat, wounding some of the 
men. As the danger to the places lower 
down the stream was imminent, the com- 
mander had no resource but to return the 
fire and Jand his men, when the mob dis- 
persed. Nine people, who were shot or 
drowned in the encounter, were all buried 
by the magistrate, the bodies of two others 
who fell into the water not being recovered. 
Twenty-four of the rioters were taken 
prisoner, and a number of arms were seized. 
The Memorialist defends the action of the 
gunboat on the ground of the serious con- 
sequences that would have ensued to nine 
Departments and Districts if the rioters 
had not been prevented from cutting the 
embankment, and quotes precedents to 
show how grave an offence the cutting of 
embankments was considered by previous 
Euperors, tHe has ordered the twenty- 
four prisoners to be released on bail, and 
has directed the authorities to make com- 
passionate allowances to the families of the 
men that were killed. Relief will continue 
to be affurded to the sufferers from the 
floods, and steps are being taken to dis- 
cover some means of draining the water off. 
—Rescript; It is noted. 

February 16th and 17th.—(1) Tséng 
Kuo-ch‘iian is appointed Acting Governor- 
General of the ‘'wo Kiang and Minister 
Superintendent of Trade for the South. 
The previous provisional appointment of 
Yii Lu to the post is cancelled. Pi ‘I'ao- 
yuan is appqinted acting President of the 
Board of Ceremonies. 

(2) A Memorial from the President of 
the Board of Ceremonies and his colleagues 
asking for His Majesty’s instructions on a 
certain matter. On the 10th day of the 
8rd moon of the 8th and 9th years of 
Kuang Hsii, anniversary ceremonies were 
performed before the gate of the ‘ Pre- 
cious Enclosure” which contains the re- 
mains of her late Majesty the Empress 
Dowager cannonised as Hsiao Chén Hsien. 
Previous to each occasion the Memorialist’s 
Board, in accordance with established 
usage, brought the anniversary to His 
Majesty’s notice, and in both instances 
were honoured with instructions that 
Princes were to be sent to act on behalf 
of Hlis Majesty. On the 10th day of the 
3rd Moon of the 10th year of Kuang Hsii 
it will be necessary to commemorate the 


Google 


20 


[Fen. 15—18. 





3rd anniversary of the death of Her Ma. 
jesty the Empress Dowager canonised as 
Hasiav Chén Hsien, to read the Obit and 
offer libations. The Memorialist’s Board |. 
reverently await His Majesty’s commands 
as to whether or no on the approaching |. 
anniversary a Prince shall be sent, as here- 
tofore, to act on His Majesty’s behalf, that |}. 
the Board may write to the various Yaméns 
concerned reverently to make the necessary 
preparations. For Decree nominating Prince 
Kung as His Majesty’s substitute see 
Gazette of 15th January. 


(3) A Memorial from the Censor En 
Lung with reference to the case of the 
suspicious death of the woman who was 
recently found dead in a police station and 
removed by the police to the ice upon the 
canal in the north of the city of Peking. 
The Censor says that the case is causing 
much talk in the metropolis. It is said that 
the woman came to Peking to file a petition 
at the Office of Gendarmerie, but it was 
not received, and the woman remained 
hovering about the gate of that office. The 
day before her death she was seen talking 
to a woman in the street in so strong a 
southern accent that no one could under- 
stand her. ‘The Censor cannot believe that 
within a few hours of this she could have 
been dead from natural causes, and it is 
asserted by some that she was violated. 
He further ventures to call attention to the 
delay that occurred in holding the inquest, 
which only took place a considerable time 
after the body was found. Delays of this 
kind have been frequent of late, a lapse of 
of four or five days after the discovery of a 
body before the inquest is held being by 
ho means an uncommon occurrence. In 
summer this delay is specially reprehen- 
sible. For Decree ordering the Office of 
Gendarmerie to examine the police on duty, 
and the report of that office, see Gazette 
of January 21st and February 4th. 


February 18th.—(Court Circular) Tséng 
Kuo-ch‘iian returned thanks for his ap- 
pointment as Acting Governor-General 
at Nanking, and had audience of His] 
Majesty. 

A Decree conferring upon Wén Hsi, as a 
special act of grace, the appointment of 
Assistant Chamberlain. Wén Hsi, who holds 
the rank of husband of a Princess of the 
second order, was the subject receutly of an 
application from the Board, who did not 
know what duties to assign him upon com- 
ing of age. See Gazette of 15th January 
and 6th February. 


(2) A similar appointment is conferred 
upon three other oflicers. 
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(3) A joint Memorial from the Superin- 
tendents of Imperial Manufactories at 
Nanking, Soochow and Hangchow asking 
His Majesty’s sanction to the continuance 
of the rule that has prevailed since the 
rebellion of allowing the Superintendents 
the rates quoted by the Governor of Ché- 
kiang to the Board for the silk they have 
to buy, as the allowance granted by law is 
far below the prevailing market rate. This 
application is made in consequence of a 
demand from the Board that the materials 
required for the Grand Indent of the ninth 
year of Kuang Haii shall be paid for at the 
rates. fixed by law. ‘The Board protest 
against the annual custom of applying for 
permission to be granted at market rates, 
andas from an economical point of view they 
are of course correct in so doiny, the 
Memorialists ought naturally’ to carry out 
their instructions were it possible to do so. 
Unfortunately the legal rate was fixed in 
the reign Ch‘ien Lung at a time when the 
empire was in the zenith of prosperity, and 
plenteousness was everywhere to be found. 
In the reigns Chia Ch‘ing and Tao Kuang 
the prices of everything rose, and there 
was then much difficulty in carrying on 
the Imperial manufactures at the es- 
tablished rate, but by supplementary 
grants from the asalt-tax station and 
other similar establishments it was just 
possible to manage. Since the rebellion, 
however, matters have changed materially. 
Customs stations have disappeared and the 
arrangements under which salt was taxed 
have been changed, so that the supple- 
mentary grants were no longer forth- 
coming, and the Superintendents would 
have been left with an allowance to 
purchase materials that cost treble what 
they were rated at were it not that year 
after year on the facts have being repre- 
sented to the Throne, permission has 
been graciously accorded to draw funds 
in accordance with the rate reported to 
prevail by the Governor of Chékiang when 
_the new silk comes upon the market. ‘The 
silk harvest during the past year has been 
exceptionally bad, and as the Governor of 
Cheéekiang has repeatedly reported, the 
‘lekin revenue has seriously fallen off in 
consequence. ‘Lhe price of silk has risen, 
and values generally have been correspond- 
ingly affected, a fact which can be testified 
‘to by everyone. The Governor of Chékiang 
in writing to say that he will do his best to 
secure economy in his purchases of the 
raw material next season, mentions that 
the present cost of snow white warp silk is 
Ts. 0.3.1.6.3 per Liang, or ounce, that 
glossy woof silk is Ts. 0.2.9.4.9, and that 
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it is absolutely impossible to get it any 
cheaper. Independent enquiry on the part 
of the Memorialists confirms this statement, 
but as when market rates are paid a dis- 
count is levied of one per cent. on the tael, 
issued by the Treasury, there is a certain 
reduction on this estimate to be taken into 
consideration.— Granted by Rescript. 
February 19th.—(!) The General-Com- 
mandant of Gendarmerie in Peking requests 
that certain Manchu Lieutenants of Police 
may be committed to the Board for the 
determination of penalties. of various 
degrees for their carelessness in having 
allowed a glaring case of burglary to take 
place in their division, and having failed 
several days after the event, to capture the 
burglars. ‘The burglary in question was 
perpetrated on the night of the 26th of 
January, when the house of a Secretary of 
a Board residing in the Shan-lao Hu-t‘ung in 
the Tartar city of Peking was broken into 
by a gang of over twenty armed men, who 
effected their entrance over the wall. 
Having threatened the inmates with violence 
if they attempted to give the alarm, they 
opened all the boxes and cupboards in the 
principal chambers of the house, and made 
a clean sweep of all the valuables they 
could lay hands on. They then decamped, 
and so far no trace of them has been dis- 
covered. See Gazette of February 2nd. 


February 20th.—(1) Hu I-chih, Vice- 
Governor of Peking, is allowed to retire 
on the ground of ill-health. 

(2) A Decree sentencing the police master 
of the southern division of Peking to dis- 
missal from the public service in conse- 
quence of his failure, after a lapse of five 
months, to arrest any of the perpetrators of 
a bank robbery in his division. 


(3) A Decree ordering Ch‘én Shih (faa 
YS), a Financial Commissioner who was 


dismissed the public service but has since 
been allowed to rejoin to be sent to Nan- 
king and placed at the disposal of Tséng 
Kuo-ch‘iian, who has recently been ap- 
pointed Acting Governor-General. 

(4) A Decree ordering a further grant of 
1,000 piculs of rice to be issued to the 
gruel kitchen in T‘ung-chou where the 
applicants for relief are so numerous as to 
have exhausted the suppliesalready yran ted. 

(5) The Governor of Hei-luny Kiangreports 
the following case of murder committed 
at one of the military stations in his juris- 
diction. ‘The assassin, whose name was 
Ts‘ao, and his number sixty-eight was an 
unemployed soldier on the T’alaha station 
the month of September last he was out. 


In cutting grass, and became very thirsty. 
Seeing one Wang, also an unemployed 
soldier on the station, whose number was 
sixty-five, sitting by the side of the road 
eating a water melon he asked Wang to 
divide it with him, but instead of doing so 
Wang threw the rinds away after he had 
dirtied them so as to render them uneat- 
able. Tsao Sixty-eight swallowed his re- 
sentment on this occasion, but in Novem- 
ber, having again been insulted by Wang 
Sixty-five when he went to borrow money 
of him, Ts‘ao Sixty-eight determined to be 
avenged. Some eight or nine days after 
the affront he left his home one night 
when his wife was asleep, with a bill-hook 
in his girdle and a spear in his hand, and 
went to the house of his enemy. Climbing 
over the back wall, he prized open the 
door of the house and entered. He was 
met by Wang Sixty-five, who had risen in 
alarm on hearing a noise, and drawing 
his bill-hook from his belt, he dealt 
Wang Sixty-five a savage blow on the head 
with it, repeating these till he had cleft 
his skull and laid him low. Wany’s wife 
and young child then commenced to scream 
and cry for help, and the murderer, fear- 
ing they would recognise him, despatched 
the woman with the bill-hook and the 
child with the spear. Wang’s daughter 
and daughter-in-law then came out of a 
side room, and the murderer having stab- 
bed the former in the breast with the spear 
and brought her to the ground, treated 
the daughter-in-law in a similar manner, 
after which he picked up his axe and went 
home, where he changed his clothes and 
went to bed. ‘The daughter-in-law was not 
dead, however, as he imagined, and when 
she came to was enabled to identify Ts‘ao 
Sixty-eight as the murderer, who was 
accordingly placed on his trial, and con- 
fessed to the commission of the crime 
in the matter above narrated. In accord- 
ance with the law yoverning such cases, 
the said Ts‘ao Sixty-eight was, under 
the standing Imperial Death Warrant, 
led forth bound to a public place, aud 
there executed by the ling ch‘th process. 
His wife and child have been sent into 
military servitude and his property has 
been confiscated for the benefit of the sons 
of the deceased. Wang Pao-shan, a neigh- 
bour who was sound asleep when the 
murder was committed, although he knew 
nothing of what was going on next dour, 
wag none the less guilty of a misdemeanour, 
for which he was sentenced to receive 80 
blows, 

(6) A Postscript Memorial from the same 
oflicer applying for a pardon for certain ex- 
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officials sentenced to banishment into ser- 
vitude in the Amoor region. One, an ex- 
Colonel, who was dismissed and banished 
for permitting gambling to go on in his 
jurisdiction, arrived on the station five years 
ago. Another an ex-jail warden banished 
for taking bribes from a prisoner to try 
and arrange his case for him, arrived on the 
station nearly three years ago. Both in- 
dividuals were sent to a station called the 
Mang-ting K‘alun where they “have dis- 
played unvarying industry and activity 
ever since their arrival. A third, an ex- 
sub-prefect of Ohihli, having a knowledge 
of foreizn arms and the manufacture of 
gunpowder, .was kept at headquarters by 
the Memorialist, who has found him very 
useful during the two years he has been on 
the station. A fourth, an ex-magistrate, 
who has been four years on the station, 
has been employed on criminal investiga- 
tions, An application had made for the 
release of this last individual two years 
ago, but His Majesty was pleased to refuse 
the application on the ground that the 
nature of his offence (extortion) was too 
grave to warrant his release after so short 
a period of servitude. By a Rescript ap- 
pended to the Memorial, the ex-colonel 
and the ex-District Magistrate-are allowed 
to be released. The others are to serve 
three years more. 

February 21st.—No document of impor- 
tance. 

February 22nd.—There are no Decrees 
in this day’s issue, and the only Memorial 
of any interest is a further report from 
Chang Chih-tung, Governor of Shansi, in 
reply to a Decree on the subject of the 
charitable funds appropriated by some 
bankers in T‘ai-yuan Fu. In a Memorial 
which was summarised in last year’s issue 
of the Gazette, Chang Chih-tung reported 
that in auditing the famine relief ac- 
counts he had discovered a deficit of Ts. 
10,000 which no ‘one could account for. 
Being determined to explore this dis- 
crepancy to its source, he made the matter 
the subject of a searching enquiry, and 
traced the deficit to a certain bank, the 
employés in which had cashed a letter of 
credit for that amount and appropriated 
it. An anonymous Memorialist having 
recently suggested to His Majesty that 
the bank in question should be fined ten 
times the amount of their defalcations, 
and the amount given to the Shantung 
relief fund, a Decree was issued ordering 
that this should be done. The Memo- 
rialist accordingly caused an enquiry to 
be made into the assets of the bank 
with the object of levying this fine, but 
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-e found that there were no funds avail- 
ble for that purpose. The whole of 
be property of the bank, which the 
femorialist enumerates with ‘consider- 
-ble detail, has gone to meet their liabilities, 
«hich are also stated in the Memorial. The 
‘enior partner, a literary graduate, who 
ives some 40 Ui from T‘ai-yuan Fu, and 
iad nothing whatever to do with the ap- 
Jropriation of this money or the manage- 
nent of thfe bank, has nothing left to him 
at a house and some 200 mow of land, so 
-hat neither he, nor the other partner, 
-vho is impecunious, are able to meet the 
demand for a fine of ‘I'ls. 100,000. The 
~wo employés, who had only their wages, 
and acertain share inthe profits of the bank, 
Are naturally, unable to meet the demand. 
Being under commands from His Majesty 
wo mark the gravity of this offence by the 
axaction of a heavy monetary fine which 
-he is not‘able to inflict owing to the im- 
pecunivsity of the parties concerned, the 
Memurialist proposes to increase the sen- 
tence already passed upon the two guilty 
individuals by one degree, and, instead of 
sondemning them to 100 blows and banish- 
‘ment for three years, he will with His 
Magisty’s permission increase the banish- 
ment to 3,000 li, thus raising the penalty to 
she grade next below that of death. He fur- 
‘ther proposes to place this case on record 
‘by the issue of a proclamation, and the 
‘closure of the bank, which will never again 
-be allowed to be opened.—Rescript : Let 
the Board concerned take note. 
. February 23rd.—There are no Decrees 
in this day’s issue, and the Memorials con- 
sist of formal reports segarding the move- 
ments and capabilities of minor officials. 
February 24th.—(1) A Decree. Some 
time since the Censor Chéng Po-yiian pre- 
sented a Memorial in which he denounced 
I Lin-chi, a Compiler of the Han-lin, for 
‘covetousness, extortion, over-indulgence 
jin wine, and general boisteruusness of con- 
‘duct. ‘Chis denunciation was followed by 
one from ‘T’éug Ch‘éng-hain, who declared 
that Chéng Po-yiian had attacked the Com- 
-piler from motives of private animosity. 
Both these Memorials were referred to the 
-Han-lin Yuan and Court of Censors respec- 
tively with orders to inves igate the char- 
‘ges and report. ‘The Han-lin Yiian now 
_Teport that although the charges against 
I Lin-chi are supported by no actual proof, 
they find that his rudeness of department 
and want of circumspection in minor matters 
of conduct has given rise to comments. 
“The Court of Censors reports that they cun- 
sider that Chéng Po-yiian has been guilty 
of conduct approaching the indulgence of 
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private animosity in his wholesale and care- 
less manner of attacking the Compiler, and 
they pray that he may be punished by 
Decree. I Lin-chi and Chéng Po-yuan who 
are enrolled amongst the ranks of those 
who should be quiet and dignified, are spe- 
cially beholden to keep their persons under 
restraint, and to walk alone in purity and 
steadfastness of heart, indulging no private 
feelings or animosities. The various acts 
of impropriety they have committed show 
them to be absolutely unfitted for their 
duties, and We hereby command that they 
both retire. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kiangsu reporting the murder of seven 
persons by one individual at T‘ao-yuan 
Haien, and the trial and seutence of the 
murderer. The following are the circums- 
tance of the outrage: Ni T‘uny-lun had a 
wife whose maiden name was Wu. His 
uncle by marriage, Nit Kuo-liang, was 
an admirer of his wife, and had illicit 
intercourse with her on several occa- 
sions without the knowledge of her 
husband. The intrigue was carried on 
by the woman of her own free will, and 
she did not sell her favours for money. 
In the winter of 1882, after these amours 
had been going on.for some three months, 
Ni T‘ung-iun on returning home one day, 
caught Ni Kuo-liang running out of the 
house, and having taxed his wife with 
unfaithfulness he got out of her a confes- 
sion of her adultery with the latter, where- 
upon he beat her and kept her under 
restraint, but refrained from making the 
matter known to his father, who was an old 
man, or to anyone else, as he was ashamed 
that so discreditable a matter should be 
noised abroad. One day in the autumn of 
1882 Ni T‘ung-lun had occasion to go 
away, and on returning late at night was 
informed that Ni Kuo-liang was in his 
wife’s room. He was very indignant, 
but as Ni Kuo-liang was a bully and 
carried arms, he was afraid to attack 
him, while he abandoned the idea that 
occurred to him of calling in assistance, 
as he was afraid he might yet laughed at. 
Under these circumstances he swallowed 
his indignation, and leaving Ni Kuo-liang 
in possession he kept away for the night. 
On returning home the next day he did not 
say. anything to his wife, but kept his anger 
to himself, determining to seize an oppor- 
tunity of killing Ni Kuo-liang. Things 
went on in this way until New Year’s day 
(Chinese) of 1883, when, Ni T‘ung-lun 
having gone out, his father tuld his wife to 
go to Ni Kuo-liany’s house and wish the 
family a happy new year. When Ni T‘ung- 
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lun returned and heard where his wife had 
been he was very angry with her and was 
about to beat her when his father inter- 
fered. His wife wasso excited that he feared 
she would do herself an injury, so he hid 
away a packet of red arsenic he had in the 
house lest she should poison herself. Some 
few days later he heard that Ni Kuo-liang 
was going to Nanking, the latter having 
announced that his wife was preparing 
him some pork-fat cakes and flour for his 
journey. A couple of days later his father 
sent him to Ni Kuo-liang’s house to invite 
the mother of the latter to come over and 
drink a cup of wine. The old lady con- 
sented, but her son refused to let her go 
and abused Ni T‘ung-lun for a busybody, 
telling him he need not come with any 
more invitations. This insult so increased 
Ni T‘ung-lun’s hatred and raye that he 
determined to kill his enemy as soon as 
possible ; and in casting about for means of 
dolng so he bethought him of his packet of 
arsenic and the flour Ni Kuo-liang was to 
take with him on his journey. He went 
home and got his arsenic, which he pound- 
ed into powder with a stone, and then 
returned to repeat the invitation to Ni 
Kuo-liang’s mother which her son again 
declined. Meanwhile, on leaving the house 
he slipped into a front room (the family 
being in the kitchen) in which he had pre- 
viously noticed a basket containing, as he 
surmised, the flour which Ni Kuo-lrang was 
to take with him on his journey ; into this 
basket he slipped the arsenic and went 
away. It is unnecessary to the story to 
explain the complicated thread of events 
which led to the use of this flour by the 
whole family instead of its being reserved 
for Ni Kuo-liang. Suffice it to say that 
they all partook of it and seven of them 
died, inclusive of Ni Kuo-liang. Now the 
law provides that any one intending to 
murder a certain individual but uninten- 
tionally killing three other persons of the 
same family shall be decapitated, and his 
head exposed. This is the penalty to which 
Ni T‘ung-lun has been sentenced, but no 
confiscation of his property as indemnity 
is required. His wife has been sentenced 
to 100 blows and banishment to a distance 
of 2,000 li, the usual money commutation 
being allowed as she is a woman. Her 
paramour having been poisoned his case 
need not be taken into consideration. -- 
Referred to the Board of Punishments. 
February 25th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Governor of Shantuny reporting the 
theft of a case of Government treasure 
from Kiangsi while passing through the 
A-tung District in his) province. This 
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treasure which amounted in all to Tlak 
60,000 was duly received by the Magistrate 
from the weiyuan in charge, and on the 
following day, having applied to the mili-§ 
tary for an escort, the Magistrate inspected 
the cases, and, having found them to be 
in order, had them placed on carts and 
sent forward on their way to Jén-p‘ingk 
Hsien, which was the next staye. About 
noon on that day the hindermost cart gotf) 
bogged and all hands went back to extricatek 
it, leaving the other carts, which werep 
somewhat ahead, unprotected. ‘The op- 
portunity was seized by two mounted rob- 
bers who took possession of a case coun-fi 
taining Tls. 1,000, which they rode awayfi 
with, On the fact being reported to the} 
District Magistrate, he went with thef 
military to the scene of the robbery,| 
and he and the weiytian scoured the 
country in search of the robbers, but 
to no avail. He accordingly made good} 
the loss of the treasure himself and 
sent.it forward. The circumstances above 
reported took place in November last, and 
as, up to the time of writing, the Magistrate 
had failed to discover any trace of the} 
thieves, the Memorialist considers that the 
fact of his having made good the loss 
should not excuse him from the failure of 
duty he has displayed in not discovering 
the perpetrators of the robbery. He has 
accordingly to pray that Wéu Chieh, Magis- 
trate in temporary charge of the A-tung 
District, may be cashiered and retained at 
his post for a given period, and that if 
within this period the robbers are not 
found, he may be dealt with as the law 
lays down. In this penalty the Memorialist 
would include the Lieutenant in command 
of the escort and the wei-ytian in charge 
of the treasure. The latter should be sent 
back to A-tung Hsien, to assist the Magis- 
trate in his search, as soon as he has 
delivered the treasure to the Board of 
Revenue, 


February 26th.—(1) The following ap- 
pointments are announced :— ~ 


Hai Hsii ERE) to be Superintendent 


of Customs at Canton, 

Ying Heii ( iA Hl) Senior Vice-President 
of the Court of Censors. . 

(2) Memorial about poppy cultivation in 
Shausi already published. 

(3) A joint appeal from the Governors 
of Uliasut‘ai and K‘obdo for a continuance 
of the Latta allowances to the officers and 
men stationed at these towns, during the 
present winter, An application to this 
effect was made in the autumn by the 
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tovernor of Uliasut‘ai and sanctioned by 
Yecree, but subsequent to this he received 

letter from the Board of Revenue to the 
ffect that this annual application for in- 
reased allowances to the troops at Ulia- 
u‘tai was apparently to go on for ever, 
nd as they were of opinion that the con- 
itions were the same at K‘ohdo and 
Jliasut‘ai they should recommend His 
Aajesty to issue pay on half scale with 
ertain exceptions, Against this hardship 
he Memorialists vehemently protest. The 
itiea in question are isolated in the 
leserts of Mongolia, and depend en- 
irely upon imported supplies, the cost of 
vhich, high at all times, have been greatly 
nhanced by the recent famine, and if the 
eductions contemplated by the Board are 
nade officers and men will not be able to 
ive this winter in the cold and inhospitable 
‘limates of the two cities iu question. —Ap- 
slication granted by Rescript. 

February 27th.—(1) A Decree authorising 
the stoppage at Tientsin of 50,000 piculs 
rom the consignments of tribute grain 
‘rom Kiangsu and Chékiang respectively, 
which are to be distributed amongst the 
suffering poor in the departments and dis- 
wicts in the Metropolitan Prefecture, and 
the province of Chihli where the people 
sre still suffering from the effects of last 
vear’s floods. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
ZXeneral Tso Tsung-t‘any with reference to 
she canal of derivation, which he proposed 
1ome time ago to cut for the relief of the 
Hung Hu when the waters were high. As 
was earlier reported by him, whenever this 
ake gets over full the waters pour into 
she southern branch of the Canal, with 
she constant risk of floods in the various 
lepartmental and district towns of the 
Huai-yang Circuit and the land in their 
vicinity. To avert this danger the Memo- 
nialist proposed to clear out the old bed 
of the Yellow River in places where it 
iad silted up, and, leading the waters of 
she Huai River into this channel at Yiin 
L‘i Kuan, to cause them to follow their old 
sourse to the sea. His Majesty approved 
»f the scheme, and it is the intention of 
she Memorialist to give his personal atten- 
sion to the matter in the spring of 1884 
when he should have handed over charge 
f his duties, should he obtain permission 
+o do so. The work, however, will be 
zustly, and cannot possibly be defrayed 
aut of the twenty per cent. of salt lekin 
collected at the two Barriers of Wu-ho 
and Chéng-yang, which is the fund from 
which the cost of previous undertakings of 
the kind has been defrayed. The Memo- 
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rialist has accordingly to pray that he may 
be allowed to devote the proceeds of the 
lekiny on the Northern Huai salt to this 
object, commencing with the first moon of 
the tenth year of the reign Kuang Haii. 
In previous years this collection was allot- 
ted to Nanking, Anhui, and Ts‘ing-kiang 
in the proportion of five-tenths, four- 
tenths, and one-tenth respectively, in aid 
of military expenditure, for which the 
necessity has long since disappeared in 
Anhui and Ts‘ing-kiang. Of late years the 
fund has been devoted to charitable pur- ° 
poses, and may fitly be applied to a work 
that is to secure the safety and comfort of 
several provinces. Rescript: Let the 
Board concerned take note. 

(3) A Postscript Memorial from Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang in reply to a communication from 
the Board (of Civil Office?) in which they 
inform him that being unable to determine 
what form the reward which the Memorialiat 
had previously requested might be bestowed 


‘on Yang Yii-k‘o, Provincial Commander- 


in-Chief, should take, they had been au- 
thorised by His Majesty to call upon the 
Memorialist to ascertain what rewards had 
already been bestowed upon the officer in 
question. In communicating the above to 
the Memorialist, the Board added that the 
reward which was now to be bestowed 
might take the form of honorary degrees 
of rank for the sons of the offizer in ques- 
tion, but that no substantive appointments 
could be conferred upon them. The Me- 
morialist having acquainted Yang Yii-k‘o 
(who, it will be remembered, contributed 
Tis. 200,000 towards the construction of 
shops and dwelling houses) with the pur- 
port of this communication, he has now 
replied in the following terms :— 

The services which he was enabled to 
render in Kueichow, where he was for- 
tunate enough by a series of successful en- 
gagements to end a rebellion which had 
lasted for eighteen years, were amply re- 
warded by His Majesty, who was gracious- 
ly pleased to signify His approval by the 
bestowal of repeated marks of approbation; 
at one time conferring upon him a yellow 
riding jacket ; at another a peacock’s fea- 
ther ; on a third occasion a button of the 
first grade ; and, subsequently, the brevet 
rank of provincial Commander-in-Chief, 
the order of the Batwru, an hereditary 
title of the 5th degree of nobility, and other 
honours. His eldest son, tov, and his 
nephew, were given brevet rank for service 
in the field, and as for his son, he would 
not ventnre to solicit any honours for him 
as he was still in tender years. He, Yang 
Yii-k‘o, was atill in the vigour of life, aud 
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would feel that he had done no more than 
his duty were he to lay down his life in his 
master’s service. The trifling contribution 
of Tls. 200,000 towards the public necessi- 
ties which he hadsome time since the honour 
to make was not intended, as he mentioned 
at the time, to evoke the bestowal of any 
marks of approbation. He therefore beg- 
ged the Memorialist to make what answer 
he thought fit to the communication 
from the Board. The Memorialist would 
observe that he ventured last year to call 
His Majesty’s special attention to the ability 
and strateygical capacity of Yang Yii-k‘o, 
whose reputation fur bravery and prowess 
were exceptional, and he is in a position to 
certify to the truthfulness of the assertion 
of Yang Yii-k‘o that he would not venture 
to accept any further honours for the 
younger members of his family, upon whom 
His Majesty has already been pleased to 
bestow marks of apprubation It only 
remains therefore to the Memorialist to 
leave to His Majesty’s decision the manner 
in which so patriotic an act as the contribu- 
tion of the comparatively large sum of 
Tls. 200,000 towards the public necessities 
should be rewarded.—Rescript: We repeat 
Our orders to the Board to consider what 
form the reward should take. 

February 28th.—(1) A memorial from 
Tso Taung-t‘ang declaring the inability of 
the salt merchants trading in the four 
areas supplied by Huai-an salt to comply 
with the suggestion put forward by the 
Governor of Peking that they should con- 
tribute ten taels upon each license held by 
them towards the relief of the distress in 
the Shun-t‘ien Prefecture and Chihli, and 
also towards that in Shantung, the latter 
province getting half the amount. A con- 
tribution of ten taels on every yin, the 
Memorialist points out, would realise about 
Tis. 5,000,000, an amount which for various 
reasons, which he gives, the merchants in 
question are quite unable to afford.— 
Rescript : Let the Board of Revenue take 
note. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General of the Hu Kuang Provinces and 
the Governor of Hupei reporting the steps 
they have taken towards the preparation of 
a revised edition of the annals of the Hu- 
pei province, the present edition having 
been issued so far back as upwards of eighty 
years avo. 

(3) The Governor of Féng-t‘ien and his 
deputy report the receipt of nis ofticial seal 
by the Taotai of the Eastern Frontier and 
the commencement of regular trade with 
Corea across the Chung Chiang. In an 
earlier Memorial which was submitted 
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conjointy with Li Hung-chang they aske: 
that the Taotai of the Eastern Froutic: 
might be placed in charge of the Chuny 
Uhiang Customs and be supplied with a 
seal ; and, as will be remembered, they 
asked in a Postscript Memorial that the 
duties should no longer be assessed ata 
given figure, but the whole amount sent i: 
that was collected. The Imperial sanction 
having been given to these proposals, thz 
Memorialists proceeded to carry them out. 
and in due course the Eastern Frontier Tao- 
tai wrote to report that on the 23rd of Decom- 
ber he received from the Acting Superin- 
tendent of the Chung Chiang Customs the 
seal of that Customs establishment, which 
was numbered 2,082 under the heading ot 


the character ae. Ou the same day he 


went to the frontier at the river known as 
the Chung Chiang with his deputy, where 
he met the Corean prefect of I-chow aud 
consulted with him as to the date ou 
which the Customs establishment should 
be opened. ‘That ofticer replied in due 
course that he had authorised his nationals 
to cross the river on the 30th December 
and commence a continuous trade with the 
Chinese at the town called Chiu-lieu 


Ch‘éng (Ht it HK.)—Rescript : It is 
noted. 

February 29th.—(1) A Memorial from 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang Governor-General at Nan- 
king renewing his application for permis. 
sion to vacate his post and retire into 
private life at his uative place. His Ma- 
jesty will remember that in answer to the 
Memorialist’s application in November las: 
asking for permission to retire, aud stating 
the Memorialist’s readiness to continue to 
supervise the carrying out of the salt 
system and the construction of water ways 
and to take under his charge the general 
management of the maritime defences, His 
Majesty was pleased to refuse the applica- 
tion and to give him two months’ leave in- 
stead. 

The Memorialist’s gratitude, as he read 
His Majesty’s most gracious answer to his 
prayer on bended knees, was more than he 
could give expression to in words, and in 
returning thanks for the favour granted 
him he added that he would again address 
His Majesty towards the expiration of his 
leave, his action depending upon the cou- 
dition of his eyesiyht at that time. During 
the time that his leave has been going on 
the Memorialist has not failed to pay care- 
ful attention to the three questions men- 
tioned above, and has reported the action 
he has taken in connection with them. iu 
separate Memorials to the Throne. His 
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object has been a desire to be of use 
each day that he remained in office, 
and as long as he is able to bear up 
against his maladies he has never sought 
his own ease or comfort. During this 
period of congé spent as he has mentioned 
in the supervision of the arrangements 
connected with maritime defence improve- 
ment of water-ways aud the organisation 
of the salt system, the current business of 
the vice-regal office has been conducted by 
Liang Chao-huang, Financial Commissioner 
at Nanking, to whose capabilities the 
Memorialist is glad to testify. During this 
time the Memorialist has been active in 
the application of numerous remedies in 
the hope of effecting a speedy cure and 
being able to report himself ready for duty 
before the expiration of his leave. These 
hopes alas! have not been realised. ‘lhe 
disease from which he suffers has taken too 
deep root in a frame weakened by the 
weight of years, aud an impaired constitu- 
tion, to admit of speedy extirpation. What 
specially troubles the Memorialist is his 
right eye, from which there is an exces- 
sive lachrymose discharge, and the in- 
jury to it is so deep seated that the 
perusal of official papers entails the ex- 
ercise of supreme effort, while the inter. 
mission of a single day results iu the col- 
lection of a pile of arrears of documents. 
The attempt to get through these arrears 
so tries his eyes that on taking up the pen 
to write he cannot see to form the char- 
acter, and as he sits with body bent in- 
dulging in introspective thought, he is so 
afflicted that he can neither eat nor sleep. 
He reflects upon the fact that though he 
was nothing but a humble scholar when he 
cummenced his career, successive genera- 
tiuus of His Majesty’s sacred Predecessors 
have endued him plenteously with their 
Grace. At a season of difficulty like the 
present it would be his duty to emulate 
the patriotism of the men of old who ex- 
hausted their energies in the service of the 
State, and he blames himself for his in- 
ability to do so, but he feels that with his 
infirmities he would do more harm than 
zood in spite of his efforts to the contrary. 
His period of leave is now drawing to a 
slose, and his infirmities continue as keen 
as ever; his left eye is as clouded as it 
was before, while the discharge from his 
right orbit does not decrease. So bad, 
udeed, is his eyesight that he cannot be 
rertain whether he will be able to carry 
jut his projected tour of inspection of 
water ways. He ventures therefore to 
tepeat his former application for leave to 
vacate his post that he may return to his 
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native place and recruit his health. Should 
this experiment succeed, every year of his 
life that remains to him shall be devoted 
to the repayment of the debt of gratitude 
he owes. Upon the appointment of his 
successor, the Memorialist will make it his 
duty to acquaint him with the details of 
the course of procedure he has adopted in 
the matter of maritime defence, the water 
system, and the administration of the salt 
gabelle, and will leave him the secretaties 
by whom these arrangements have hitherto 
been carried out under the Memorialist’s 
supervision.—F or Decree see Gazette earlier 
issued. : 

March 1st.—A Decree. ‘The Court of 
Censors report that one Hai Ling, a bigteshi 
in the Board of Works, has presented a 
petition in which he states that his father 
Yang ‘I'é-ch‘éng, being concerned as a wit- 
ness in a certain case, was put into prison 
and died there from ill-treatment. The 
Secretaries who were charged with the 
investigation of the case in question had, 
he added, glossed over the facts and beon 
partial in their treatment of the guilty 
parties. Let the chiefs of the Board of 
Punishments examine into this case and 
furnish Us with a true report of the parti- 
culars as soon as these shall have been 
accurately ascertained. 

There are no Memorials of interest in 
this day’s issue. 

March 2nd.—(1) A Decree acknowledging 
the receipt of a report from the high 
authorities of Kuangtung in reply to in- 
structions issued by His Majesty calling 
for an investigation into charges brought 
against the local authorities of Kao-chou 
Fu in that province, whom the Censor 
Téng Ch‘éng-hsiu accused of comprumis- 
ing with certain local banditti of whom 
they stood in awe. From the report now 
to hand it appears that an organised rising 
was attempted by Mo Yii-lin and certain 
other seditious characters in Kao-chou, 
who had banded themselves together under 
covenant aud attempted to possess them- 
selves of the prefectural town, from whence 
they purposed to extend their raids to the 
town of Tien-pai Hsien. The charges 
brought against the local authorities by 
the Censor, are, the Memorialists find, 
partly based on facts which justify the 
Censor’s assumption, though others cannot 
be supported by proof. The Prefect of 
Kao-chou displayed an inability to avert 
the disaster caused by this seditious 
rising, and vented his temper upon his 
subordinates by heapiug blows and in- 
sults upon them, a course of action 
that is extremely reprehensible. The act- 


ing Magistrate of Mou-ming Hsien was 
careless in his investigation and treatment 
of a grave case of sedition, which led to 
disastrous consequences, and his conduct 
shows him to be worthless as a public 
officer. The former will be handed over to 
the Board for the determination of a severe 
form of penalty ; the latter will be forth- 
with cashiered. Other minor officials are 
to have penalties imposed upon them, 
and two officers whose merits and short- 
comings in connection with this affair 
counter-balance each other, are to have 
their buttons, which had been taken away, 
restored to them. 

(2) The remainder of this day’s Gazette 
is occupied with a long Memorial from the 
Governor-General at Canton in which he 
reports the capture of some pirates which 
had long been a pest in those waters. He 
would premise that the Ao Mén (Macao) 
waters in the Hsiang-shan District of 
Kuangtung have constantly been the 
scene of piratical attacks. The ter- 
rorising influence which the perpetra- 
tors of these outrages exercised over the 
maritime population of the whole district 
having been brought to the notice of 
Tseng Kuo-ch‘uan, the Memorialist’s pre- 
decessor in office, he directed Teng An- 
pang, Brigade-General on the list for ap- 
pointment, with certain Colonels, Majors, 
and Captains, to organise an expedition 
against these pirates in concert with the 
acting magistrate of the Hsiang-shan 
district. In consequence of these orders 
gunboats were sent to cruise in the waters 
of Hsiang-shan, and on the 10th of 
May last information having been receivell 
that Tu A-lin and certain other pirates had 
gone to a river called the An-tzii Ho in the 
Haiang-shan District to commit acts of 
piracy, Téng An-pang went off to attack 
them with his fleet. On the approach of 
the Government vessels the pirates opened 
fire at once, which was returned by Teng 
An-pang’s fleet, and after an engagement 
lasting four hours the pirates were over- 
come. During the fight twenty-nine of 
them were killed, three pairs of ears being 
cut off as trophies, one pirate junk was 
sunk, and seven prisoners taken, inclusive 
of Tu A-lin, the leader. Four junks were 
also seized and a number of arms of various 
kinds, but those of their crew who were 
not killed, exclusive of the seven pri- 
soners, made their escape by swimming. 
At the close of the engagement a muster 
was taken of the Government forces 
when it was found that one sergeant 
and two privates had been killed, and 
seven privates wounded, The former were 
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buried by the Hsiang-shan Magistrate, and 
the inquiries of the latter were duly attended 
to. The pirates were sent to Canton in 
due course, and, having been tried in the 
lower Oourts, were brought before the 
Governor-General, sitting, in the absence 
of the Governor, with the provincial Com- 
mittee, 

The Memorialist then proceeds to give 
the depositions of the pirates at length. 
The leader Tu A-lin was joint owner in a 
fishing junk purchased at Macao which 
had never been taken to the District 
Magistrate to be branded and furnished 
with the usual certificate. Finding fishing 
by no means a lucrative employment, they 
had determined to eke out their living by 
acts of piracy, and had been successful in 
several previous attempts which they had 
undertaken in cumpany with the other 
junks that had now been captured by the 
Government cruisers. After quoting the 
law bearing on the case, the Memorialist 
concludes by reporting that under cover 
of the standing Imperial Death Warrant 
he caused these seven pirates to be led 
forth bound to a public place and there 
decapitated, their heads being sent to 
the scene of their crime for exposure 
as a salutory warning to others. The 
names of the privates wounded, with a list 
of the officers whose services are worthy of 
recognition, will be furnished, with a request 
for the bestowal of compassionate allow- 
ances and marks of approbation respective- 
ly. The usual posthumous grants will be 
applied for in the case of the sergeant and 
privates who were killed during the engage- 
ment. 

March 3rd.—(1) A Decree. The Censor 
Wén Hai represents that the visiting of tem- 
ples by women is injurious to the public 
morality, and he prays that the practice may 
be prohibited. Women and girls are al- 
ready prohibited by law from going into 
temples to burn incense. If, as the Censor 
states, women and girls have recommenced 
to visit the various temples inside the 
Metropolis, the proceeding is most un- 
constitutional, and the Metropolitan ex- 
ecutive will issue proclamations forbidding 
its continuance. 

(2) A Memorial from Tso Tsung-t‘ang 
announcing his intention of starting on the 
12th of February for Ch‘ing-ching (Ts‘ing- 
kiang P‘u) with the object of satisfying 
himself by personal inspection of the best 
means of carrying out his project of leadiny 
the waters of the Huai River into the sea, 
a scheme that has already been submitted 
to His Majesty on various occasions by the 
Memorialist (sve Gusctée of 27th February.) 
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Che cost of the undertaking will be very con- 
siderable, and as opinions differ very ureatly 
is to the manner in which it should be 
sarried out, the Memorialist considers that 
ie should first satisfy himself as to the 
nerits of the various plans sugyested before 
committing himself to the adoption of any 
articular one, 

(3) The Governor-General of Fuhkien 
ind Chékiang, in a Postscript Memorial 
with reference to a letter from the Board 
of Revenue ordering by Imperial sanction 
she abolition of likin on grain throughout 
she Empire, states that the new provision 
Joes not affect the province of Fuhkien. 
Che supply of grain in that province doves 
not meet the demand, which is supple- 
mented from other provinces ; and not 
only is no likin ever levied upon it, but 
m years of special scarcity Government 
igents are sent to purchase grain for import, 
mt which application is made for immunity 
from the payment of likin. 

March 4th.—There are no documents of 
any interest in this day’s issue. A state- 
ment of the Governor of Honan to the 
»ffect that the maintenance of the army of 
that province costs over a million taels per 
annum, is perhaps worthy of record. The 
paper in which the announcement is made 
relates to certain minor economies that he 
proposes to effect in the provincial military 
expenditure by a slight change of system. 

March 5th.—(1) A Postscript Memorial 
from Yeh Po-ying, Acting Governor of 
Shénsi, reporting that he has established a 
system of periodical examinations of ex- 
pectants of offices up to the grade of sub- 
prefect. He observes that while men of 
intelligence are not wanting amongst the 
expectant officials who are drafted to the 
provinces to take up appointments as 
vacancies occur, it is evident that they 
must be lacking in experience of official 
work, and their sudden appointment to a 
post without any previous training whatso- 
ever cannot fail to be productive of mischief 
at times. It is, therefore, right that these 
expectants should employ employ the lei- 
sure they enjoy during their period of 
sxpectancy in acquainting themselves with 
she forms of official adininistration by the 
study of the numerous works that have 
veen published upon that subject, and 
a exposing the system of Jaw at present 
n force, with a view to fitting themselves 
‘or office when their turn arrives. As it is 
sminently necessary that the direction of 
these studies should be controlled by an 
*xperienced person, and the officers who 
mnyaze in them should be stimulated by 
she holding of perivdical examinations, the 
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Memorialist has decided to resuscitate an 
institution of the nature which was founded 
during the tenure of his predecessor T‘an 
Chung-lin, but was abandoned for want of 
funds. He has accordingly rented premises 
where he has placed the library collected 
for the institution founded by T‘an Chuny- 
lin. This new establishment he has named 
the Hsing Li Chii, or Office for Stimulating 
Official Talent. Allexpectants of ottice up 
to the rank of sub-prefect, whether new 
arrivals or otherwise, will be permitted to 
join the institution, which will be presided 
over by an experienced officer and one to 
whom the membersare favourably disposed. 
Examinations will be held twice a month ; 
on examination days two meals will be 
provided fur the members.—Rescript : Let 
the Board concerned take note. 

(2) ‘he same officer reports that he has 
established a receiving house fur witnesses 
in the capital of the province, Shensi is a 
province where litigation is specially active 
owing to the masterful disposition of the 
people. All cases of murder, cases tliat, 
cannot be decided locally, and appeals, 
whether local or metropolitan, have to be 
heard at the provicial capital. The refer- 
ence of any case to the provincial capital 
necessitates the forwarding of all the im- 
portant witnesses, who are either falsely 
implicated, the relatives of murdered vic- 
tims, or are wanted for one reason or the 
other. Most of them are innocent of any 
offence, and are brought in sume instances 
hundreds of miles to a place where they 
are complete strangers and can tind no one 
to give the required security that they will 
be forthcoming when their case comes on 
for trial, so they have to be sent to the 
Magistrate to be kept in custody. With 
every effurt to expedite the hearing of 
cases of this nature it often must hap- 
pen that their settlement may be de- 
layed for days and months together, whe- 
ther from the contumacy of the guilty 
parties who will not confess, the untrust- 
worthiness of the evidence, or other causes, 
The consequences of such delay to the 
poorer class of witnesses, who have uo 
funds to provide themselves with food or 
comforts, may be imagined. Many of 
them even succumb to the privations they 
have to endure. The Memorialist, consider- 
ing that the condition of this unfortunate 
class of people is deserving of great com- 
miseration, has made arrangements to re- 
pair a building that adjoins the prefects’ 
yamén, and to make ita refuge for witnesses 
attending trials, A trustworthy minor 
oficial has been placed in charge of the iusti- 
tution which has been called the Hou Sheu 





Kung So, or Government House of Deten- 
tion for Witnesses. All witnesses in cases 
referred to the provincial capital who can 
find no local security for themselves and 
against whom there is no criminal charge 
will be taken into this institution to await 
the hearing of the case in which they are 
interested. They will receive two meals 
of flour ‘a day supplemented by salted 
vegetables, aud tea will be served out 
several times, ‘I'he officer in charge of the 
institution being present on each occasion 
that rations are served out to see that there 
is no stint or carele-sness in the prepara- 
tion of the food. All warders and gate- 
keepers are to be picked men, and a sum 
of Tls. 6,000 has been placed out at interest 
as an endowment for the institution, 

March 6th.—No documents of interest, 

March 7th.—(Court Circular) T'séng Kuo- 
ch‘iian, recently appointed Acting Gov- 
ernor-General at Nanking, had audience of 
lenve, as had also Ch‘én Shih, the ofticer 
who was placed at his disposal by special 
decree of Feb. 20th. 

(1) A Decree expressing the Imperial 
regrets at the intelligence of the death of 
Mu-t‘éng-a, ex-Lieutenant-General of a 
Banner, and formerly Commander-in-Chief 
of the Peking Field Force, who was allowed 
to retire some time since on full pay. Ten 
officers of the Imperial Guard commanded 
by Tsai Lan (the third son of the 5th 
Prince) are to offer a libation before his 
remains ; the posthumous honours allotted 
to a Manchu Lieutenant-General are to be 
bestowed upon him; a to lo pall is to be 
issued for covering his remains, and all 
official penalties recorded against his name 
are to be cancelled. 


(2) A Decree referring to the Board of 
Works for consideration an application 
from the Board of Censors that a sum of 
money may be placed out at interest by the 
former to serve as a perpetual fund for 
meeting the police expenditure of the 
metropolis. 


(3) A Memorial from Ho Ju-chang, 
Superintendent of the Foochow Arsenal, 
reporting that he has laid the keel of the 
two fast cruisers ordered by the Superin- 
tendent of Trade for the South. On re- 
ceipt of the order for these two vessels the 
Memorialist’s predecessor set to work to 
prepare materials and get the building 
slips ready for laying the keel, as has 
already been reported to His Majesty. Li 
Féng-pao, His Majesty’s Minister to Ger- 


many, having purchased the EAAGR (? ribs) 


for the lung kw, or keel (2?) and iron work 
for the hull of the vessel and having for- 
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warded it in successive consiguments to 
Foochow, all of which duly arrived, the 
Mewmorialist upon his succession to office 
was requested by the superintendent of 
the yard to select an auspicious date 
for laying the keel. He accordingly se- 
lected the 7th of the present moon (Jan. 
4th) for laying the keel of cruiser No. 2, 
and the 15th of the same moon for laying 
the keel of cruiser No. 3, both of which 
operations were conducted in the orthodox 
manner under the personal direction and 
superintendence of the Memorialist. ‘The 
iron plated steam vessel Nu. 5 is commenced 
this year already half completed. ‘There 
are thus three vessels under construction 
simultaneously, and although the labour 
of supervision is consequently increased it 
is found to be somewhat more economical 
than buildimy each vessel separately. ‘he 
cluse of the year having now arrived, all 
work has been stopped in accordance with 
custom, and the Memorialist proposes to 
avail himself of this cessation of work to 
take stuck of all the machinery and appli- 
ances in the various sheds, On recom- 
mencing operations next year additional 
hands will be taken on, and the con- 
struction will be pushed forward with 
activity. ‘The Memorialist having only 
recently entered upon th» duties of his 
office is but roughly acquainted with the 
system of management, but he will do his 
best to make up for this by an additional 
exercise of care and diligence with a view 
to further His Majesty’s wishes for the 
efticient accomplishment of the important 
work that has been placed under the Me- 
morialist’s charge. With this Memorial 
are associated the names of ‘I'so ‘Tsuny- 
t‘ang, Minister Superintendent of Southern 
Trade and Governor-General of the ‘Two 
Kiang, Mu-t‘u-shan, ‘lartar General at 
Foochow, and the Governor-General and 
Governor of Fuhkien.—Rescript :—It is 
noted. 

March 8th.—(1) A Decree ordering the 
Governor General of the Hu Kuang pro- 
vinces, the Governor of Hunan, and the 
Governors of Yiinnan and Kueichow res- 
pectively to hold the military inspection 
which it is this time the turn of Hupei and 
the other provinces named to undergo, 

(2) The following appointments are an- 
nounced : Wén Hsing Mv rio Director of 
the Imperial Stud Court ; and 

Wén Yén, BCR Deputy Commissioner 


of the Office of ‘Transmission. 
(3) The Governor of Anhui submits a 
list of names of olticers and geutry who 
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. have been specially active in the administra- 


tion of relief to the sufferers by flood in 
that province, these relief operations having 
now been brought to an end. In conse- 


~ quence of the heavy rains, and the abnor- 
. mal height of the Great River last year, over 


ten Departinents and Districts were visited 


. by fluod, and it became necessary fur the 


“ government to come forward with grants 


of money to supply the sufferers with food 
and clothing, bury the dead, provide 
medical treatment for the sick, give money 


_ for rebuilding the houses that were washed 


down, and for the purchase of seed corn, 
and, lastly, to repair the embankments 
that had carried away. This relief was 
adininistered in three instalments, and it is 
calculated that many hundreds of thousands 
of people were benefited thereby. 

(4) Ina Postscript Memorial, the same 
officer submits a list of the names of some 
expectant ofticials, Taotais, aud others, 


eleven altogether, who have collected sub- 
. scriptionsin aid of the distress in his province 


“Se Fee te 


amounting in all to Tis 25,000. The sub- 


. scriptions were collected amongst the Liang 


Luai salt merchants, and from Tientsin, 
Svochow, Shanghai, &. In bringing the 
services of these officers tou His Majesty’s 
notice the Memorialist ventures to solicit 
the recognition of their effurts by the 
bestowal uf honorary rewards. 

March 9th.—(1) A further grant of 
30,000 piculs of rice is ordered tv be made 


_ from the Government Granaries in Peking 


for the relief of the suffering poor in the 
Shun-t‘ien Prefecture. 

(2) A Decree. Pien Pao-ti reports with 
reference to the suspicions death of a 
graduate called Yii in the Yiin-lisi District 


’ of Hupei, that the conclusion come to by 


a Coroner he had sent for from Kiangsi 
was at variance with the opinion expressed 
by the Coroner who originally viewed the 
body. He accordingly prays that special 
authority may be issued for the engaye- 
ment of a third expert. Let the Board 


- of Punishments select a eompetent coroner 


and send him with all despatch to Hupei, 
where he will make a careful and minute 
inspection of the body under the superin- 
tendence of the Governor-General. Hsieh 
Hai-ch‘ing, Mayistrate of the Yiin-hsi 
District, who neglected to yo and view the 
body of the dead man when requested to 
do go by the son of the deceased, with the 
result that decomposition had set in when 
the coffin was eventually opened and the 
inspection held, was guilty of a grave dis- 
regard of the importance of interests affect- 


_ ing human life. So also was the Magistrate 
of the Yiin District, who wheu ordered to 


Google 


inspect the body did so in a most perfunc- 
tory manner, filling in the certificate with 
a verdict of death by poison, of which later 
inspection shows not the slightest sign. 
These two officers will, as a preliminary 
step, be cashiered, aud they will be tried 
and dealt with simultaneously with the 
parties implicated in the present case. 

March 10th.—(1) A Decree. The Gov- 
ernor of Honan reports that Chou Kuan, 
Prefect of Ju-uing Fu in that province, 
having failed to ascertain the true facts of 
an impertant case concerning a secret 
society at the original examination con- 
ducted by him, was ordered to come to the 
provincial capital and assist at a second 
examination, In answer to this summons 
he annoyed the Memorialist with a number 
of extravagant reports, and steadfastly de- 
clined to obey his orders to come to the 
provincial capital. Such conduct is indeed 
most disorderly and improper. We com- 
mand that Chou Kuan be forthwith 
cashiered, as a warning to others who may 
be inclined to follow his example. 

Almost the whole of this day’s Gazette is 
filled with a Memorial from the Governor 
of Feny-t‘ien with reference to the cutting 
down of trees in the grounds of the Impe- 
rial Mausolea at Shéng King, and the 
conduct of a certain officer in charge who 
has been indulging in wholesale accusa- 
tions of a defamatory nature. The paper 
is uninteresting aud complicated, 

March 11th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor of Shantung detailing the pro- 
gress he is making in the work upon the 
embankments on either side of the Yellow 
River, and the MHsiao-ch‘ing Ho. ‘The 
paper deals mostly with names of ' places 
and measurements, 

(2) Iu a Postscript Memorial the same 


officer reports that in consequence of the 


freezing of the water in the two breaches 
at ‘I’ieh-méu Kuan and Shih-ssi Hu, at 
the close of last year (Chinese) to a 
thickness of four or five feet, the waters 
of the Yellow River above these gaps 
suddenly rose four or five feet, and what 
is kuown as the ‘‘ people’s” embank- 
ment carried away at Pien-chia-chuang 
on the southern bank, and at Li-chia- 
chuang on the western bank, Oticers 
were at once sent to these places with money 
to provide for the wants of the sufferers 
and instructions to report on the amount 
of the damage dune, as well as the route by 
which the waters found their way into the 
sea. From the reports of these otticers 
which have now come to hand it would 
appear that the damage done is not very 
serious, In the one place there was a 


breach of about 300 feet, but only some 
ten houses or so were destroyed; in the 
other case the breach was about the same 
width, but it was not confined to one place, 
and some thirty houses were undermined 
and fell, In neither place had any losa of 
life occurred. No repairs can be under- 
taken until the ice melts, and it is impos- 
sible at the moment to detail precisely the 
means by which these breaches will be 
closed ; but materials are being prepared in 
readiness to commence operations as soon 
as the Memorialist shall have inspected the 
damage done. He proposes to go to these 
places at the conclusion of his visit of in- 
spection to ‘eugchow and Yéutai some time 
- in the second moon (March). From thence 
he will take steamer, and enter the Yellow 
River by the bend known as the T‘ai-wan. 

(3) In a third Memorial the same ofticer 
reports that he has consented, on the ap- 
plication uf the gentry of the Hui-min and 
Yang-hsin Districts, to forego the work on 
the ‘l'‘u-hai River, which, as earlierreported, 
it was his intention to commence in the 
apring with the object of relieving the 
pressure on the main channel of the Yellow 
River at times when the water was high, 
‘These ventry have represented, very reason- 
ably, that the people will need all the time 
they can spare from their fields to complete 
the repair of the line of embankments in 
the .two Districts in question, and that 
these caunot be completed before the 4th 
or Sth moons, even at the expenditure of 
yreat effurt. They propose therefore tu 
postpone operations on the T‘u-hai river 
until the autumn. The representations of 
the yentry being a true statement of the 
facts the Memorialist can only place his 
trust in the great good fortune which 
always attends the Imperial House to save 
the country from disaster during the 
freshets this year, which he hopes the em- 
bankments now in course of repair will be 
sufticient to withstand. 

March 12th.—(1) A Decree acknowledg- 
ing the receipt. of a report from P‘éug Yii- 
lin, Military High Commissioner at Canton, 
with reference to the application of the 
Censor Tény Chféng-hsin that certain offi- 
cials past and present who held ottice in 
the Canton province, or their heirs, should 
be made to aiszorge a large portion of their 
lil-gotten gains forthe benelit of the estate 
(seo Gucettrs of 1883.) Ptény Yii-lin now 
reports, with regard to the late Jui Lien, 
who held the post of Governor General for 
many years, and gated great distinction 
by his suppression “of seditious movements, 
that there were no positive traves of his 
having tidutged dn corrupt practices. 


Google 





of the Lo Circuit ; 


[Manr. 11—14. 










The case of Jui Lien therefore need no. 
be taken into consideration. As reyard 
the others, viz., Ho T‘ing-ch‘ien, Literary 
Chancellor, deceased; Ch‘ung Li, ex 
Hoppo ; Chitin Ch‘i, ex-Hoppo ; Wu Pa: 
shu, Literary Chancellor; ‘Ti Kuo. jo¥ 
Naval Commander-in-chief ; Ho Chao-yiny, 
Salt Commissioner ; Fang Jui-shih, Taotat 
Féug ‘Tuan-pén, Pre: 
fect of Kuang chow ; Liu Kuei-nien, Pre 
fect of Ci‘ao-chow ; Chang Ping-yén, Prefecih 
of Lien-chow ; Tu Féug-chil, Magistrate of 
Nan-hai; Lin Cho-san, Magistrate of Shun- 
t6; these are all either dead, or have 
long since relinquished their offices, leavin: 
neither documents nor servants that can 
be referred to in investivating the Censors 
accusations, and it is therefore impossibl- |. 
tu establish or refute them by substantial 
proofs. The system of government pur- 
sued by the Court being based on liber! 
and broad foundations, bygones shall be 
bygones, and the actions of the ofticers 
above named need not be enquired into, 
Lu Yo-ch‘éng, the present Magistrate 
of the Nan-hai District, was denounced 
during his incumbency of the Tung-wan 
District, and his trausiation to his preseut 
post has given rise to much unfavourable 
criticism, Let him be relegated tuo the 
educational branch of the public service. 
Henceforward, all ofticiale, high and low, 
must positively devote themselves to the 
performance of their public duties in a 
spirit of purity that must extend to the 
minutest particulars and be stimulated by 
personal resolution, Any indications ot 
indulgence in corrupt practices will subject 
the individual to the severest penaities. 
Let this warning be universally made 
Known, 

(2) A Decree expressing His Majesty’s 
prefound regret at the intelligence of the 
death of the Princess Imperial Shou 
Chuang, whose loving and aimiable char- 
acter was formed under the influence of 
His Majesty’s illustrious Ancestor. His 
Majesty announces his intention of going 
in person to the palace of the late princess 
on the 19th inst. to offer a libation, 

Note. This Princess, commonly called 
the Chiu Kung Chu, was the ninth danghter 
of ‘Tao Kuang by the mother of the present | 
Seventh Prince; she was therefore own 
aunt to the emperor. 

March 13th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 

March 14th.—(1) A Decree from Her 
Majesty the Empress Dowager announcing 
her intention of paying a personal visit to 
the palace of the late Princess Shou Chuang 
on the 4th April to offer a libation, 
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- (2) With the above exception, the whole 
f this day’s issue is occupied with a report 
om the Governor-General and Governor 
t Canton giving the result of their en- 
uiries into the circumstances of a rising 
f a seditious nature that took place in 
Sao-chou Fu some time ayo, and furnish- 
ng answers to certain categorical denuncia- 
ions brought against the prefect of that place 
nd others to which his attention had been 
lirected by Imperial decree. 

The rising took place so Jong since as the 
vinter of 1882, during the incumbency 
£ Memuorialists’ predecessor Tséug Kuo- 
h‘iian, who relinquished his office before he 
iad time to collect the necessary materials 
or a report. The Memorialist upon his 
.ccession to office went carefully through 
he papers connected with the case, and he 
inds that these papers taken with the 
‘eport of his subordinates and further 
mquiries that he has made support the 
ollowing statement of occurrences :—A 
ising of a local character. took place in the 
vinter of 1882 at a place called Mei-li in 
<ao-chou Fu, and on intelligence of the 
act coming to the local authorities they 
ook every step they could to seize the 
ingleaders, and provide against emer- 
sencies. On the 19th Jauuary, 1883, a 
vurglary was committed on the house of a 
‘esident in the Tien-pai District, aud the 
withorities by hurrying to the spot on the 
ews of the crime being brought to them, 
ucceeded in capturing two of the burglars. 
five days later a gang of armed men, 
nore thu a hundred strong, climbed 
wer the wall of the town in the night, 
orced their way into the magistrate’s 
ramén and released the prisoners confined 
here, killing some of the turnkeys and 
‘tunners. On an attempt being made by 
he authorities to recover the prisoners 
ind seize the rioters the latter made a 
lesperate resistance, and eventually effect- 
xd their escape through a gap near the 
veatern gate with a loss of some score of 
heir number killed. On that night five in- 
lividuals who had been arrested in the town 
f Kao-chou were summarily executed, and 
he rebels then dispersed, by which means 
he safety of the prefectural city was 
ecured, On a report of this outbreak 
wing sent to the Governor-General and 
rovernor, they promptly gave orders that 
he participators in the movement should 
2 arrested, and in obedience to these 
rders a number of arrests were made at 
‘ue time and another, and the ringleader 
vas also secured. All the captured per- 
ons admitted that they were members 
a sworn confederacy, and that their 
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scheme had been to take the prefectural 
town and afterwards to send a detachment 
to plunder the town of Tien-pai. Reports 
on this subject with the manner in which 
the guilty parties were dealt with have 
already been laid before His Majesty and 
the particulars therein given were substan- 
tially correct. The Memorialists, having 
submitted the story of the events connected 
with the above rising, proceed to discuss 
the various charges brought by a Censor 
against the prefect of Kao-chou, the ma- 
gistrate of Tien pai and others by a Censor, 
who maintains that the lawless condition 
of affairs in that prefecture is due to the 
laxity of these officers, and their want of 
severity in dealing with crimes of violence, 
prisoners in very many instances who had 
been caught red-handed having been re- 
leased by order of the authorities. Attacks 
are also made on their private character, 
one being accused of drinking too much, 
another of giving way to violent and un- 
seemly exhivitions of temper, and so forth. 
Each of the accusations is answered cate- 
gorically by the Memorialists, and the 
substance of the conclusions they form is 
announced in a Decree of the 2ud March, 
q.v. 

March 15th.—No document of import- 
auce. 

March 16:h.—(1) A Decree. The Comp- 
troller of the Ottice of the Imperial House- 
hold reports that ‘Té Ch‘éng, Officer of the 
Imperial Guard of the second grade, has 
made a representation to the effect that his 
brother ‘T'é Wei, husband of the Imperial 
Princess now deceased, having no sun to 
succeed him, he, ‘T'é Ch‘éng, is willing that 
hisson A-k‘o-tung-a, witha patent of nobility 
of the first rank, should become his bro- 
ther’s successor. Let A-k‘o-tung-a, son of 
Té Ch‘éu,, become the heir of the Princess 
Shou Chuang. Asan act of spécial grace 
We confer upon him the rank of O-fu, or 
husband of au Imperial Princess. 


(2) Li Sui (BRD is appointed prefect: 
of Kao-chou in Kuaugtung, . 

(3) A Memorial from the Court of Censors 
reporting the receipt of a petition from one 
Hsi Ling, a bigteshi, or otticial writer, in 
the Board of Works, in which he states 
that his father Yang ‘T'é ch‘éng was accused 
by the wife of one Yii Ch ‘éng, an hereditary 
captain of a Banner Corps, the woman 
being a member of the Imperial Line, of 
having taken possession of her husband’s 
salary and hidden the husband away. 
The Banner to which Yang T’é ch‘éng be- 
louged sent him to the Board of Punish- 
ments, who found upon enquiry that the 
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salary of Yii Ch‘ényg was deposited by him- 
self with the corporal of hiscompany. ‘The 
said Yii Ch‘éng not being forthcoming, 
application was made by the Board to 
His Majesty that the metropolitan police 
executive might be placed upon his 
track, The petitioner thereupon peti- 
tioned the Board asking why the mother 
of the missing Yii Ch‘éng was not interr -- 
gated as to his whereabouts, when orders 
were issued that certain secretaries of the 
Board should investigate the matter. 
Owing to the machinations of another 
secretary, however, this enquiry was never 
held, and a false report was sent in to the 
heads of the department to the effect that 
as both parties to the suit adhered to a 
different version of the case, it would be 
necessary to wait for the apprehension of 
Yii Ch‘éng before a decision could be come 
to. Meanwhile the petitioner’s father was 
kept in prison, where he died in January 
last. As the petitioner charges the secret- 
aries entrusted with the conduct of this 
case with partiality and favouritism, the 
Memorialists are of opinion that a thorough 
investigation of the matter should be held. 
They accordingly submit a copy of the 
petition, and humbly solicit His Majesty’s 
instructions thereon, 

(4) A Postscript Memorial from Liu 
Ping-chang, Governor of Chékiany, stating 
that in conformity with the law requiring 
that every province should send in an 
annual census of the population compiled 
from returns drawn up by each Depart- 
ment and District, he has the honour 
to submit a return of the population of 
Chékiang showing that in the antumu 
of 1883 the total number of individusl 
was 11,605,615. 

March 17th.—(1) A Decree acknowledg- 
ing receipt of a Memorial from a Censor 
who suggests that provincial high authori- 
ties should be given to understand that the 
triennial scrutiny of the capacity of the 
officers under their jurisdiction is not to be 
conducted in a mere perfunctory manner. 
This triennial scrutiny is an institution of 
grave importance which there is reason to 
believe has come during a long course of 
years to be regarded as a mere nominal 
test. We would have all provincial high 
authorities henceforward give full atten- 
tion to the examination of the capabilities 
of the officers under their control upon the 
occasions when the period of triennial 
scrutiny comes round, conducting this 
acrutiny in a spirit of strict justice and 
impattiality, Iua Postscript Memorial the 
same Censor draws Our attention to the 
fact that the penalties for wholesale 
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recommendations or approvals on the 
occasion of the metropolitan scrutiny 
are not identical (with those laid down fut 
the provinces?) and he suggests that ai- 
vantage should be taken of the issue of a 
new edition of the Statutes of the Board vi 
Civil Ottice to have the distinction between 
offences committed in a private and 4 
public capacity by officers in the public 
service clearly defined. The Board «4 
Civil Office will consider his proposal and 
report. 
(2) A Memorial from Li Hung-chang, 
Governor-General of Chihli, reporting the 
provision he has made for conveying Yiin-| 
nan copper to Peking which, under arranye- 
ments recently come to, is to be forwarded 
henceforward by sea instead of by land 
The cost of the transport of this copper 
used to be defrayed throughout the journey 
by the Yiinnan Government, the Magis 
trate at Tientsin merely rendering the 
officer in charge of the consignment aid 
in hiring boats and porters. Now that it 
comes tu Tientsin by sea the Bvard has 
decided that the cost of its transport frou}. 
Tientsin to ‘T‘ung Chow must be defrayed 
by the Chihli Government, and a definite 
scale of rates fixed. Thereupon the Memvo- 
rialist suggested to the Board that the rates 
allowed for the conveyance of foreixzu 
copper to Peking, viz:—Tls, 1,240 per 
million catties, should be given for the 
conveyance of Yiinnan copper, but the 
Board replied that the allowance that used 
to be made for the conveyance of the 
Yiinnan copper from Tientsin to TSuny 
Chow, should be the rate that should con- 
tinue to be given for its transhipment and 
transport under the new conditions, With 
regard to the cost of porterage from zi- 
chu-lin to Tientsin, au allowance was to Le 
made proportionate to the distance on a 
reduced scale on the basis of the rates for 
porterage of foreign copper. ‘The rate 
for foreign copper from zti-chu-lin t 
T‘ung Chow is 900 Tientsin cash a pict. 
which gives a rate of 2.71 cash a li; 
in other words, the allowance for. thy 
transport of a million catties of Yiiunau 
copper from Tzii-chu-lin to Tientsin, 4. 
distance of 20 li, would be Tls. 93.4 From 
Tientsin to T‘ung Chow the legal allowance 
for lead and copper is Tls. 0.069 per picu', 
or for a million catties ............ 1s, 690 
Add for trackers to boats ......... 5, 240 
Coolie labour in discharging 
the copper at Tziichu-lin and 
carrying it into godowns 
For weighing the copper as it 
passes intu the yodown and stack- 
ye mercer errs Nessdusesecacans Sues seve yy 100 
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For carrying it back to the 
ats for conveyance to T‘ung 


NOW ccsesccccscessccccecesces sesseseosee Lis, 30 
Allowance, ‘Sung Chow to 
TOLIEBLND. cccceecescescesceseeccscscrssees 9 O24 





Giving a grand total of Tis. 1,182.4 





As compliance with the rule that Govern- 
ent grants shall be issued at a reduction of 
arty per cent would, in the present case, 
ave an insufficient amount to enable the 
aty to be carried out without pecuniary 
‘88 to those who undertake it, the Memo- 
alist snyyests that the money shall be 
aid in full.—Rescript: Let the Board of 
evenue take note. 


March 18th.—Kung_ I-t‘u (58 Fl) 


inancial Commissioner of Yiiunan, is 
‘ausferred in the same capacity to Canton, 


is place being taken by Kang-I (Fa) RB) 


1e «present Financial Commissivuer of 
Cnangtung, 
~ March 19th.—(1) A Memorial from Ch‘én 
hih-chieh, Governor of Shantung, pro- 
satiny against the decision recently come 
» by the Board of Works that the embank- 
1ents now in course of construction tu 
uard against inundation by the over- 
ow of the Yellow River are to be guar- 
uteed for three years instead of one, as is 
he ordinary rule. 

On the 18th of January last he re- 
eived a communication from the Board 
f Works in which they informed him 
hat while one year was the limit of 
ime for which a guarantee uf the secu- 
ity of Yellow River works was ordin- 
rily required, they had decided that the 
resent works should be guaranteed for 
hree years. They went on to explain 
hat the embankments referred to in the 
egulation were those which immediately 
‘butted on the stream, while the new 
‘mbankments in course of construction in 
Shantung were ch‘uug-é%, or supplement- 
ry embankments. ‘The meaning of the 
vord ch‘ung, or double, the Board took to 
ve akin to the inner gate of the enceinte 
-ound the eutrance to a city, or the inner 
ines of an encampment, where the chief 
voint of danger and ditticulty is naturally 
he outer or first work. Now what the 
3oard considered the outer or first work 
connection with the Yellow River em- 
rankments was the min mien, or embank- 
nent constructed by the peuple. In the 
svent of a breach occurring in the min 
nien, the water invaded the ch‘ung-t‘i, or 
nner embankment, with diminished force, 
which is therefore able to stand the pres- 
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sure and protect the country from inund- 
ation. A term of three years as the time 
for which these embankments were to be 
guaranteed was, therefure, a mosé liberal 
allowance, in comparison with the twelve 
months’ guarantee required for embank- 
ments adjoining the watar’s edge. In 
support of their decision, which was ap- 
proved by His Majesty, the Board explain- 
ed that the reason why only a year’s 
guarantee was required in the case of 
Yellow River embankments that adjoined 
the water's edge was that the bundles of 
reeds, rushes and straw of which the 
fascines coupusing the embankments 
were made sevon rotted after satura- 
tion by coustant subjection to the action 
of the water, whereas the new embank- 
ments were built on dry ground away from 
the river's edge. 

It would naturally be the duty of the 
Meworialist to give effect to the decision 
of the Board, were it not fur the fact that 
their proposal is attended with impossible 
conditions which, in accordance with his 
custom, the Memorialist cannot venture 
to say anything about. 

Now the system that has always been pur- 
sued in the construction of embankments 
is to place them sume four, five, or six [1, 
as the case may be, distant from the river's 
edge, taking it at times when the water is 
low. Directly the river rises it comes up 
as far as the embankment, which has there- 
fore to be specially strengthened at bends 
and places where pressure has to be with- 
stood by the employment of millet stalks 
and other materials, To those places where 
additional strength is required the name 
hsiang sao, or side-dyke is given, but there 
is no second embankment constructed on 
the water’s edge within the regular lines. 
In the statutes of the Board of Works it is 
laid down that Grand Canal works shall be 
guaranteed for three years and Yellow 
River works for one year, without any 
reference whatever ‘to distinctions of inuer 
or outer, near or remote. Besides, to have 
ach‘ungt% or secondembankment as argued 
by the Board there must be an inner one. 
The embankment now in course of repair 
is, as a matter of fact, the chéng or main 
embankment ; it is the Board, indeed, that 
have to be thanked for the term chung ¢%. 
It would not be right to call a min mien, or 
people’s embankment which is only a slight 
protection, and that only in places here 
and there, to the main embankment, the 
outer line of defences. It has indeed quite 
enough of danger to meet, and there is 
ample difficulty in accomplishing its con- 
struction without being hampered by 
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restrictions such as are now proposed. 
The object of the Board in laying down 
stringent rules as to guaranteeing the 
solidity of the work is after alf only to 
provide for that work being conscientiously 
done. It must, however, be borne in mind 
that even in the case of the embankments 
in Honan and Chiang-nan where these are 
situated from ten to twenty li from the 
water’s edyve and are some 200 feet thick, 
accidents are constantly threatening. If 
then in the case of embankments which 
are only some 300 or 400 feet from 
the edge and eighty feet broad at the 
base the old rule is to be abruptly 
altered aud the work is to be guaranteed 
for three years instead of one, the conse- 
quence will be that the officers engaged in 
the construction of such work wil think 
of their personal risk, aud, as the Memoria- 
list has already earnestly pointed out in a 
previous report, abuses of all sorts will 
result therefrom. Moreover if the respon- 
sibility that is placed upon the individuals 
engaged in the construction of such works 
is excessive, those ofticers who are charged 
with the maintenance of them when com- 
plete will be prone to consider that as the 
constructors are responsible for the solidity 
of their work during three years, the custo- 
dians can afford to be lax in the fulfilment 
of their duty. The Memorialist has always 
been careful to denounce and remove those 
ofticers whose works have been marked by 
want of energy, and in submitting these 
observations he has no wish to protect 
those who are engaged upon this enter- 
prise against future shortcomings that may 
be attributed to them. He alone is re- 
sponsible, and it will be his duty to 
devote himself with honesty of purpose to 
the superintendence of the present un- 
dertaking regardless of any limit of time 
within or beyond which its security is to 
be guaranteed ; but he is humbly of opinion 
that if any change of a rule that has ex- 
isted fur years is contemplated it, is right 
that the evil consequences of such a change 
should first be taken into consideration. It 
is this reflection that induces him to con- 
tinue to intrude upon His Majesty his 
request that the embankment of the Yellow 
River may coutinue, in conformity with 
the old rules, to be guaranteed ouly for a 
year.—Rescript :- Let the Board of Works 
consider and report. 

March 20th.—(1) The only document of 
interest in this day’s Guzette is a Memorial 
from the Censor Wang [-jung requesting 
Lis Majesty to sanction the publication of 
amore authentic edition of the Shang Shu 
or Shu Ching than the one now in use in 
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the public schools, and to authorise the 
incorporation of this version and its con- 
mentary in the recognised edition of the 
Chinese Classics which is the text book in 
use throughout all the schools, and the 
authorised version at all Governmeu 
examinations. 

The Memorial is written in a high liter} 
ary style, and contains a considerable 
amount of * padding,” but the substance 
of the Censor’s remarks is as follows: Hef 
begs to remind his Majesty that in the 
resign Ch‘ien Lung the Imperial sanction 
was given to the publication of the old 
version of the Zang Shw aud the Wu Tu 
shih, to be incorporated in the standard 
edition of the twenty-four Histories, thus 
affording a precedent fur the present suy- 
gestion. 

The Shu Ching is an historical record of 
the Empire from the days of Yii down ty 
Ech Ti and San Wany of the Chou dynasty, 
After the burning of the books by Ch‘in 
Shih Huang, the work was lost, but after 
diligent search for many years, & copy was 
obtained in Chi-nau Fu from one Fu-sheny 
in the Han dynasty, which is known as 
the Chin Wén or modern text. Another 
copy was subsequently found concealed in 
the walls of the house of Confucius, which 
is known as the Ku Weéw or ancient text. 
During the time of the Han dynasty both 
editions were in use iu the schools, but 
as both were written in the seal character. 
which fell into desuetude after the burniny 
of the books, there were different interpre- 
tations placed upon the meaning of the 
text by various exponents, In the same 
dynasty, the Han, both editions were cit 
in stone, and again in the Wei, the latter 
version heing inscribed in the three forms 
of character known as chuan, li, and 
k‘ai. These stone editions were destroyed 
during the troubled times of the reign 
of Yung Chia of the Western Chin 
dynasty (A.D. 307), and the only copies 
of the Ku Wén that remained were some 
that were stealthily made by private in- 
dividuals; the Chin Wén totally disap 
peared. ‘This gave rise to a third ver- 
sion of the Shw Ching which is the one 
in present use. ‘This third edition was 
presented to an Emperor of the Easteru 
Chin dynasty by one Mei I, and a commen- 
tary was added to it in the Tang dynasty 
by one K‘ung Ying. Kung Yiny’s version 
was simply a compilation of the various 
readings of different commentators aud is 
incorrect and spurious in many particulars. 
as has been clearly demonstrated by Chi 
Hsi, the great commentator in the Sun 
dynasty, and many others after him. 
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‘evertheless, just as there is gold in sand 
ad jade in the rock, so this spurious 
litiun contained gems of truth which has 
used its publication from generatign to 
eneration and its adoption for educational 
urpuses. 

An edition of the Ku Pén Shang Shu 
as discovered in the reign Ch‘ien Lung 
y one Sun, Grain Taotai of Shantung, who 
rote a commentary, and brought out an 
dition of the Ku and Chin Wén, compiled 
‘om fragments which he had most care- 
ally collected from different quarters. 
‘he text of this edition is that of the 
riginal Ku Wén, and the notes are genuine 
‘agments of commentaries published in 
1e Han dynasty. 

The Memorial concludes with a long dis- 
srtation on the value of this latter work, 
hich is infinitely more important than the 
istories which were allowed to be otticially 
ublished in the reigu Ch‘ien Lung. The 
lemorialist therefore prays that the Wu 
‘ing Tien, or Imperial Librarian’s Depart- 
rent, may be instructed to write to the 
rovernor of Kiangsu to have an edition of 
un Hain-yéu’s version printed, which 
all be allowed to be read concurrently 
‘ith the version at present in use in school. 
-Referred to the proper quarter for consi- 
eration by a Decree earlier issued. 

March 21st.—(1) A Memorial from the 
ourt of Censors praying that. the Board 
f Revenue may be called upon to furnish 
capital sum, the interest of which will be 
evoted to the maintenance of increased 
olice supervision in the Chinese division 
f the metropolis. In a joint report drawn 
p last autumn by the Board of Revenue 
ud the Metropolitan Censorate in answer 
» certain measures of reform advocated by 
1e Censor Chang Jén-chiin, they recom- 
tended that the revenue from foreign 
pium in the province of Chihli should be 
aarged with an annual payment of Ts, 
000 in aid of police expenditure in the 
wtropolis, The Governor General having 
emonstrated the impossibility of comply- 
ig with this demand, the Board then 
udertook to furnish a grant of Ts. 3,000 
the winter of 1883 and the spring of 
384 in aid of police expenditure, but they 
id that after that date the Ts. 2,000 
arived from funds placed out at interest 
ithe reign Tao Kuang for police purposes 
ust be made to suftics, or, if it was not 
uugh, the staff of police in the city must 
» differently distributed and reduced. 
he Police Censorate of the metropolis 
wing been ordered to comply with this 
seision of the Board, they have now 
jhemently protested against the alterna- 
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tives offered to them, and have pointed out 
at considerable length the grounds of their 
objections. These are strongly supported 
by the Memorialists, who demonstrate the 
special necessity of an efticient police ina 
city with so large an area as Peking and 
with a population of a very mixed nature. 
The two classes of men upon whom the 
Police Censorate are specially dependent 
for the prevention of crime and the arrest 
of offenders are the so called lien yung, or 
patrol, and fung 2, lictors and thief-takers, 
the former being employed for patrol 
purposes and the latter in hunting 
up and arresting criminals. These twu 
classes of police work in with each 
other, and must therefore be both in- 
cluded in any measures of re-organisation. 
The fang 7, in particular, must be stimu- 
lated tu activity by rewards fur successful 
captures. ‘lhe decision of the Board of 
Revenue, who after suggesting that an 
aunual grant of ‘T'ls. 6,000 should be made 
from the opium revenue fyr police expendi- 
ture, tell the police executive to go on with 
their present income, and reduce their 
staff, when they find that the opium re- 
venue will not meet the call, is no doubt 


- dictated by motives of economy in public 


expenditure, but, on the other hand, 
the Memorialists have to consider the 
efficiency of the department under their 
control, As was explained in a previous 
report the necessity of police supervi- 
sion this year is augmented by the influx 
of famine refugees. These are at present 
only 50 lien yung for each division of the 
metropolis, and the economy effected by 
the reduction of this force by ten or twenty 
per cent., would be insignificant, while any 
considerable reduction would interfere with 
the maintenance of a proper patrol of the 
streets at night. If, therefore, the duty of 
detecting crime and arresting its perpetrators 
in the Cninese city of the metropolis is to 
devolve solely on the Metropolitan Police 
Censorate, the Office of Gendarmerie having 
no concern with this division, and this 
duty is to be performed without any addi- 
tional funds, the Memorialists must sub- 
mit that the so-called reorganisation will be 
reduced to a mere empty name. They 
have decided, after careful consideration 
of the matter, to pray His Majesty tu 
direct the Board of Revenue to issue ‘T's, 
100,000 as a loan to the Police Censorate, 
who will place it out at interest with 
merchants, and repay a portion of the 
capital in eight years, half of the yearly 
interest obtained being devoted to a sink- 
ing fund, the balance being devoted to ex- 
penses. In cight years this will enable 


them to pay off Tls. 52,000, and with the 
remainder a sinking fund will be establish- 
ed which will yield altogether an annual 
income of Tls. 6,000.—For Decree sa 
Gazette of 7th March. ; 

March 22nud.—There are no Decrees in 
this day’s issue, and the Memorials, with 
the exception of a long and uninteresting 
paper from the Governor of Honan giving 
the result of his enquiries into a number 
of charges brought against a District Magis- 
trate by an anonymous calumniator, con- 
sist of reports of a purely formal nature. 

March 23rd (1).—The Board of War, in 
accordance with rule, remind His Majesty 
that the provinces in which a grand mili- 
tary inspection should this year be held are 
Hupeh, Hunan, Yiinnan and Kueichow. 
The law requires that in submitting to 
His Majesty on the opening of the seals 
this list of the provinces which come next 
on the roll for military inspection, a list of 
all metropolitan officials is at the same 
time to be sent in, from whom His Majesty 
will select individuals to conduct this in- 
spection; or, should it please His Majesty, the 
duty can be relegated to the high authorities 
of the province concerned. From this list, 
which is appended to the Memorial, the 
names of the following classes of officers 
are, as is customary, omitted :— 


Princes of the first and second order, 
Beileh, Beitze, and Imperial Olansmen, 
Dukes, Members of the Grand Council or 
Office of Gendarmerie, Police Provosts, 
Mongols, Hanchiin, and officers on special 
duty or on leave. See Gazette of March 8th. 

(2) Yu K‘uan, Governor of Kuangtung, 
who has been allowed to retire on the 
ground of ill-health, reports that he gave 
over the seals of office to his successor, Ni 
Wén-wei, Governorof Kuangsi, who reached 
Canton on the 23rd January and entered 
upon his new duties upon the 24th. 


(3) A similar report is submitted by Ni 
Weén-wei, who concludes with the usual 
deprecatory remarks as to his unfitness for 
the important post that he has been 
selected to fill. 

(4) The Governor of Kiangse reports 
that the first instalment of the Grain 
Tribute for that province for the present 
year that is to be sent by sea has all gone 
forward. The fleet of junks, seventy in 
number, set sail from Shanghai on the 13th 
February and following days for Ts‘ung 
Ming island, where they were to rendezvous 
and watt for a fair wind. The fleet carried 
156 865 piculs, exclusive of a waste allow- 
ance of 12,540 piculs, and 4,183 piculs 
rations for the crews. The junks are under 
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guarantee to be in Tientsin within two 
months, 

March 24th.—(1) A Decree ordering Sun 
Yii-wen and Wa La-pu to proceed a 
Government expense with all speed 1 
Hupeh to enquire into certain matters no} 
specified. 

(2) A Memorial from Pien Pao-ti, Gover}: 
nor-General of the Hu Kuang provinces] 
reporting the action he has taken, in} 
obedience to Imperial Decree, to discover 
the actual circumstances under which one 
Yii Ch‘iung-fang, a salaried Licentiate of 
Yiin-hsi Hsien, in Hupeh, lost his life, there 
being some reason tu doubt the accuracy 
of the magistrate’s verdict at the first 
inquest. The body connected with this 
case had already been brought to Wu- 
ch‘ang Fu, but as there is no experienced 
wu tso, or examiner of corpses, in Hupeli, 
the Memorialist applied to the Governor 
of Kiangai to lend him the services of 
Li Chiung-hsiang, who had acted in cer 
tain previous cases in the province. He 
arrived in due course, and on the 12th 
of February, the weather being bright 
and clear, the Memorialist was present in 
person at the opening of the coffin, which 
was effected under the superintendence of 
the Judge, a Taotai deputed to examine 
the witnesses, the provincial staff, and the 
Magistrate of Yiin-hsi who originally in- 
spected the body. On opening the coffin the 
body, it was found, had uot greatly advanced 
in decomposition, nor had the olothes 
changed their appearance, and the son of the 
deceased was able to identify the remains 
as those of Yii Ch‘iung-fang, this identity 
being thoroughly established. The inapec- 
tion of the body was then minutely gone 
through on this and the following day by 
the application of the usual methods, when 
the wu tso reported that all the bones in 
the body were of a yellowish white colour; 
that there were no marks of injury at all, 
nor any indications of the presence of  poi- 
sof. ‘here was however a red. discolora- 
tion on the left side uf the crown of the head, 
about four inches in circumference, show- 
ing that there had been some injury in 
the furk, probably a kick. 

As this verdict is at variance with that 
originally given, which recorded some eleven 
marks of injuries on various parts of the 
body, and, further, the wu tso affirms that 
the man did not die of puison, there are at 
present two opposing statementsof opinions, 
while it is difficult to indicate the origin 
of the red discoloration referred to, which 
might or might not have been caused by a 
kick or blow. Under these circumstances 
the opinion of a third expert seems requi- 
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te, and the Memorialist has accordingly 
» request that a competent wu tso may be 
»ut down by the Board of Punishments 
ith all possible promptitude. For Decree 
10 Gazette of 24th March. 
. March 25th.—(1) A Memorial from P‘éng 
‘u-lin, ‘‘ Imperial High Commissioner 
harged with the management of defensive 
perations in Kuangtung,” in answer to the 
Jecree issued on the 18th December 1883 
alling for a report on the proposal of the 
‘eusor Téng Chéng-hsiu that a number of 
fficials or their posterity, as the case might 
e, who had held office in the Canton 
’rovince, might be called upon to disgorge 
ome of their ill-gotten gains for the bene- 
t of the state. He states that amongst 
he officers named by the Censor two are 
ead and eleven have left their posts, so 
hat it is almost a matter of impossibility 
o collect any positive proofs of the dis- 
wonesty with which the Censor credits 
hem. The only sources of information 
hat are available are the verbal criticisms 
and statements of those who are on the 
pot, and all that the Memorialist has been 
ible to do is to question his friends and 
rolleagues when they came to see him. 
‘n laying the scanty information he has 
hus obtained in a condensed form be- 
‘ore His Majesty, the Memorialist must 
eave it to His Majesty’s superior wis- 
lom to decide whether it is advisable to 
»roceed further with the matter or not. 
Tui Lien, now deceased, but formerly 
JZovernor-General of the Yiieh Provinces, 
was an intelligent official whose ability was 
yspecially noticeable in the successful man- 
ier in which he suppressed the rebellion 
readed by Hung Haiu-ch‘iian and the 
irmness he displayed in the conduct of 
fairs of an international character. He 
eld office at Canton for eleven years, 
wnd the salary drawn by him during 
shat time amounted to no inconsiderable 
wim: Although he was not always scru- 
yulously careful to refuse the presents 
shat were offered him, there was nothing 
trasping or avaricious in his general con- 
luct. Ho Ting-chien, also deceased, dur- 
‘ng his tenure of office as Literary Chan- 
sellor was not sufficiently careful to res- 
wain his servants, and irregularities occured 
st Hui-chow Fu and other places during 
tis administration, His son, a Tao-tai, is 
sow in Tieutsin engaged in the salt trade. 
' The records can be referred to for au es- 
‘imate of the character of Ch‘ung-chi, ex- 
Hoppo, who was denounced for extortion 
luring his term of office. 

Chtun Ch‘i was twice Superintendent 
of Customs, and tle conduct of his servants 
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and a clerk in his employ during that period 
was the subject of angry comment. _ Brief 
comments of a similar character are passed 
upon all the officials named by the Censor, 
and at the conclusion of his report, while 
leaving His Majesty to decide what fur- 
ther action is to be taken, he ventures to 
suggest the removal of the present magis- 
trate of the Nan-hai district to another 
post, or his transfer to the educational 
branch cf the service. For Decree see 
Gazette of 12th March. 

(2) In a Memorial from the Governors of 
Peking praying for an additional grant of 
rice for the relief agencies in and near 
Peking, which was sanctioned by a Decree 
published in the Gazette of the 9th inst., 
the Memorialists mention that it will be ne- 
cessary to continue the issue of relief to the 
sufferers from flood for some time longer, 
as much land is still under water, and the 
occupiers of that from which the water 
has receded have nothing to support 
them until a harvest can be gathered. 
There are altogether 50 relief agencies in 
and round the metropolis, at some of 
which the people in receipt of (daily ?) 
relief are considerably more than teu 
thousand in number. 

(3) The Governor General and Governor 
at Canton report the completion of the 
Tithing Census in Canton and the province 
for the year 1883, or 9th of the reign 
Kuang Hsii. This Census has been taken 
in accordance with the principles laid down 
in the 30th year of Tao Kuang. Iu Can- 
ton, the compilation of the lists and in- 
spection of households was conducted by 
able and competent officials, while the 
Memorialists are equally able to vouch 
for the accurary of the returns from 
other parts of the province, The neces- 
sity for paying special attention to the 
question of maritime defence which has 
recently arisen has led the Memorialists to 
order the organisation of local militia corps, 
which work has been carried out concur- 
rently with the compilation and verification 
of the tithing returns, the officials being aided 
in this work by the gentry. A head office 
of Militia has been established in Canton, 
and the gentry have been invited to 
draw up rules for the management of 
the force, which, after being drilled and 
rendered efficient. will, it is hoped, form 
the nucleus of a connected system of local 
defence, which will give contidence to the 
people, maintain quiet within, and resist 
insult from without.—Rvescript: It is 
noted. 

March 26th.—(1) Ching Yi, newly ap- 
pointed Governor of Shéuvg-king, reports 


Lo 


that he gave over the seals of the Director 
General of the Yellow River to his succes- 
sor Ch‘éug Fou upon the 27th February, 
and started for the Capital to have audience 
of His Majesty upon the same day. 


(2) Chang Chih-tung, Governor of Shansi, 
reports the collection of a sum of upwards 
of Tls. 10,000 for the establishment of a 
permanent fund in the P‘ing-yao District 
in that province to be applied to the assist- 
ance of needy graduates wishing to attend 
the provincial and metropolitan examina- 
tions. The subscription list was headed 
with a donation of T'ls. 5,000 from a gentle- 
man called Wén, for whom and the other 
subscribers the Memorialist solicits the 
usual honorary marks of approbation.— 
Granted by Rescript. 


March 27th.—Yang I (A) is ap- 
pointed Vice-Governor of Shun-t‘ien Fu. 

March 28th.—No documents of impor- 
tance. 


March 29th.—The only Memorial of any 
interest in this day’s issue is a report from 
Liu Ping-chang, Administrator of the New 
Dominion, to the effect that he has ap- 
pointed officers to act at the following 
places, in accordance with the Decree au-. 
thorising the establishment of Civil ad- 
ministration in Kashgaria, and has furnish- 
ed each officer with a wooden seal of au- 
thority. 

Harashar, a sub-prefect, name, Lung Kuan. 
Kuch‘, do., do. Fan Shih-ts‘é, 
Pai-ch‘éng Hsien, magistrate, name, Hsiieh 
Tsé-chao. ; 
Wu-shih, sub-prefect, name, Wu Chéng- 
hsiang. 
Yingeshar, sub-prefect, name, Liu Chia-té. 
Hoché, sub-prefect, name, Chung T'séng-ch ‘i. 
Yeh-ch‘éug Hsien, magistrate, name, Chou 
Chén-yiieh. 
Malapash, assistant 
Yang I-chung. 
Hoten, sub-prefect, name, Liu Shih-nan, 
Yii-t‘ien Hsien, magistrate, name, Hsii 
Mao-kuang. 
Kashgar, Taotai with military jurisdiction. * 
This latter appointment was conferred upon 
one Ch‘én Pao-shan, but this officer having 
requested that he might be transferred, as 
his health was not good, it became necessary 
for the Memorialist to select another of- 
ficer for the acting appointment. An ex- 
pectant Taotai in Kansu, Huang Kuang- 


ta ( i KE ), a man of active body and 


quick mental perception who has recently 
been in control of the Yarkand and Hoten 
Reorganisation Oflice, has accordingly been 
sent to Kashgar tu relieve Ch‘én Pao-shén. 


sub-prefect, name, 
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March 30th.—(1) A joint Memorial from 


Tso Tsung-t‘ang and Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, 
Director General of Grain Trauspurt, re- 
porting the steps they have taken to repait 
the damage to embankments and other 
river works within their jurisdiction caused 
by the sudden rise of the Yellow River 
ast autumn. The principal works to which 


the Memorialists have applied themselves,| 
making use of the services of flooded out 


peasantry, are as follows :— 


The stoppage of two large breaches in the} 
vicinity of the Wu and I rivers in P‘ei Chow.} 


The repair of the min yén, or people's} 


embankment, which extends from the 
frontier of Shantung to a place called 
Mao‘rh Wo in P‘ei Chow. There are 4) 
gaps in this length of embankment, besides 
17 breaches in other subsidiary banks for 


the protection of towns, etc., exclusive of| 


places where the banks have to be recon- 


structed or renewed. The dredging of a| 


river known as the Ch‘a-shan Ho, which 
flows eastward of the Grand Canal and is 


fed from Shantung. The accumulation of| 


silt in this river is considerable. 
The Su-ch‘ien river, also, has silted up 


during the progress of years to such auj| 


extent that the abnormal rise of last year 


caused an extensive overflow which it  was| 


impossible to prevent. The cost of restor- 
ing this river tu its pristine condition would 
be so enormous that any works on a large 


scale are out of the ‘question ata time of] 


national pecuniary embarrassment like the 
present. 


that are of immediate importance. 

The above works were commenced at the 
beginning of the year, the labour of the 
distressed population being largely availed 
of. The strictest economy will be practised 


and careful accounts of expenditure will be 


rendered. 


(2) The same officers report that the 
refuges that were established during the 


winter at Ch‘ing-chiang have now been| 


closed, and the people to whom relief was 
afforded have been sent in batches to their 
homes. ‘These establishments were opened 


in the 11th moon of last year, and ou|. 
their first institution shelter was given| 


to as many as 48,400 individuals ; but at 
the close of the year the numbers fell to 
43,700 odd, owing to the departure of some 
of the refugees to their homes in cages 
where they heard that their relatives had 
preceded them and resumed their occupa- 


tions. ‘To these cash and rice were given | 


to support them on their return journey, 
There was such a scanty fall of snow 


The Memorialists have therefore | 
decided to confine their attention to repairs | 
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‘uring the winter that the Memorialists 
vegan to have apprehensions of a failure 
fthe spring harvests, but in response to 
‘he earnest prayers of themselves and their 
-ubordinates cupious falls of snow were 
ubtained in the commencement of the year. 
‘Winter being over and these ferlilising and 
wapicious falls of snow having saturated 
she land, the refugees began to bethink 
chem of their -homes and farmsteads, 
shile the Memorialists were anxious to 
fet them away, as they feared that the 
wilection of such large numbers of people 
night generate disease of an epidemic 
sharacter, so they proceeded to despatch 
them to their homes in detachments in 
xonformity with the rules laid down in 
the year 1877. The exodus commenced 
in the first decade of the 1st moon, and 
ach person as he left was given sufficient 
‘ash and rice, (the former in the larger 
‘proportion as being more portable) to keep 
him until the end of the 2nd moon. The 
people were allowed take away with 
them the mats and bamboo posts with 
‘which their shelter had been constructed, 
and as they went upon their way they one 
and all paused frequently to kneel upon 
the ground, and prostrate themselves in 
grateful acknowledgment of the Imperial 
bounty. The evacuation took about twenty 
days, at the end of which time the refugees 
had all gone with the exception of some 
fifty families in which smallpox had broken 
‘out. These will be detained a few days 
‘longer until the disease has run its course. 
During the time that these refugees were 
‘under the Memorialists’ care, a responsibi- 
lity, they add, that was very onerous, 
‘there were 217 deaths and 350 births. In 
conclusion they state that it is their inten- 
tion to select the most deserving of the 
officers to whom the supervision and organi- 
‘sation of the relief camps was entrusted, 
and submit their names to His Majesty for 
‘the bestowal of marks of approbation. 
March 31st.—(1) A Memorial from Pien 
Pao-ti, Governor General of the Hu Kuang 
‘Provinces, reporting the despatch of an 
Imperial Clansman under escort to Peking, 
as directed by Imperial decree recently 
received. This individual in question, 
Shuang P‘ing by name, called at the 
Governor General’s Yamén and declared 
himself to be a Secretary of the Grand 
‘Council and the holder of other appoint- 
‘ments. He was, he said, travelling ona 
special mission to Yiiunan, Kueichow and 
Szechuen, to make certain enquiries and 
expedite the despatch of remittances that 
were due. His statements were so con- 
.dictory that the Memorialist was convinced 
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that he was an impostor, so he handed 
him over to the prefect for custody pexd- 
ing reference to the Grand Council, at 
whose instance he has now beeu sent to 
Peking for trial. 

(2) In announcing that he proposes to 
contribute Tls. 4,000 tuwards the Metro- 
politan Officials’ Salary Augmentation Fund 
this year, the Governor of Shensi mentions 
that the average annual revenue from likin 
in that province is Tis. 256,000. 

April 1st. —The principal portion of this 
day’s Gazette is occupied with a Juint Me- 
morial from Tso ‘'sung-t‘ang and Yang 
Ch‘ang-chlin reporting the result of a 
survey they have held with the object of 
draining the Hung-tsé Hu and relieving the 
pressure in the Ssii-i and Huai Rivers 
which flow into the Grand Canal in the 
The Me- 
morialist left Nanking on the 1st February 
and reached Ch‘ing-chiang on the 8th where 
he met Yang Ch‘ang-chiin and two ‘Taotais. 
The party then set to work to make a careful 
survey of the Hung-tsé Lake and its out- 
lets, assisted by experts. The survey 
lasted eight days, after which the party 
returned tv Ch‘ing-chiang and held a con- 
sultation, the results of which are given at 
length in the joint report, It is impos- 
sible to follow the Memorialists through 
this report, which teems with names of 
places that cannot be identified without 
the aid of a local map. The result of their 
deliberations is, in sum, that it will be 
necessary to provide a channel for the 
diversion of the surplus waters of the two 
rivers above mentioned through the bed of 
the old Yellow River into the sea, other 
means being taken to drain the Hung-tsé 
Lake, the bed of which at present may be 
likened. to the head of an axe laid on its 
side, viz: high at one end and low at the 
other. ‘The labour necessary to carry out 
this scheme will be costly and long, but, 
the Memorialists remark, there is nothing 
that human effort cannot accomplish pro- 
vided that expense be not spared or trouble 
flinched from. Operations will be conducted 
on a gradual scale, and the first step that 
it is proposed to take is to establish a 
central office of River Works at Ch‘ing- 
chiang, which will be presided over by an 
officer of high rank, who will, with the aid 
of competent assistants, make a careful 
estimate of the cust of the proposed works 
which will be submitted to Tséng Kuo- 
ch‘iian, the acting Governor-General. 

(2) The officers in charge of the Imperial 
Mausolea report the conclusion of a special 
sacrificial service conducted by a Lamaist 
Hutuktw and abbot with their company of 
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priests under the supervision of the Pre- 
sident Wu-la-hsi-ch‘ung-a, at a Mauscleum 
of the late Empress Dowager. ‘The party, 
which rested on its journey at the Imperial 
Lodges, reached their destination on the 
Sth of March. On the 6th the Mausoleum 
was reverently visited by the President, 
and on the 7th the Hutuké‘w and his follow- 
ing brought the various offerings to the 
Mausoleum where they were received by 
the Memorialists. A yellow table having 
been set in front of the Hall in which the 
Tablet is placed, the Letter, Hata, Buddhist 
images, and Portrait were placed thereon, 
the Tibetan incense and red carpets being 
arranged on either side. The Presideut 
then advanced to the yiieh t‘ai, and per- 
formed obeisance, after which the Hutukt‘u 
and priests were called on to advance and 
recite their litany, followed by a service 
in one of the side chapels. The Buddhist 
images were then placed in position in the 
building assigned for that purpose, and the 
Letter and Huta were burnt. The supplies 
of incense and carpets that had been 
brought were put aside for use on subse- 
quent occasions, and the Portrait was placed 
iu a yellow box and deposited in the Lung 
Fu Ssit, 

April 2nd.—(1) Feng Ying-shou, Censor 
of the Chiang-nan Circuit, presents a Me- 
morial on the subject of the Great ‘I'rien- 
nial Scrutiny, or examination held by high 
authorities in each province into the con- 
duct of the territorial officials under their 
jurisdiction. The writer complains of the 
unsatisfactory manner in which the scrutiny 
ia conducted, regard being merely had to 
each ofticial’s general reputation for pos- 
sessing the qualities required. In reality 
examination ought to be made into the 
atate of each department or district, and 
the officer in charge of it judged according 
to the condition of the people. ‘Ihis will 
be the real test of his capabilities as a ruler 
and administrator. If the people are found 
to be prosperous, happy, and contented, 
then the official in charge of them may be 
cousidered worthy of commendation. ‘The 
Memorialist also quotes Decrees of the 
Emperors Kang Hsi and Ch‘ien Lung, 
showing that this question of the efficiency 
of the ecrutinies had already been brought 
to the notice of the Emperor, and that the 
same faults which are now complained of 
were in existence even then. He urges 
that care in the selection of good magia- 
trates and removal of bad ones will bear 
ample fruits in the increased happiness and 
prosperity of the population of the country. 
The wealth of the people will increase so 
much that the payment of the regular taxes 


Google 


can be enforced without oppression being 
felt; and the general improvement in 
morality will produce diminution of civil 


and criminal proceedings in the courta }: 
The Memorialist begs that a Decree may}. 


be issued to the Governors-General and}: 


Governors of provinces to conduct the}; 


scrutiny in accordance with the prinqiples]. 


now suggested. 


(3) A Supplementary Memorial by the}: 


same Censor is attached to the foregoing}: 
It happens occasionally that au}; 


one, 


official receives a high character at the time}, 


of the scrutinies and is afterwards dis-| 


covered to be an untrustworthy person, iu 


which case the high authorities who com-}, 


mended him become liable to a penalty. |. 


Thus, at the last Metropolitan Scrutiny, |: 


Fu-chih, an officer of the Board of Revenue, 


was placed in the first class, and was after- |. 


wards convicted of receiving and distribut- 
ing bribes to the amount of Tis. 4,000 in 
the great ‘‘ Yunnan Accounts” case. He 
was sentenced to banishment, and the 
high officials who had previously con- 


mended him were degraded two steps and]: 


transferred to another appointment and], 


not allowed to commute their punishment. | 


At the same time Ts‘ui Tsun-i, Yunnan 
Grain Taotai, who had previously been 
declared to be a man of unusually superior 
qualities, was convicted of using 


Tis.}, 
23,400 of public money to bribe various] 


persons at Peking, where he had come on|. 


business connected with 
Accounts.” He was cashiered after his 
death, and the money was ordered to be 
recovered from his family. The high au- 


the ** Yunnan |. 


thorities who had commended him were| 


sentenced to be degraded two steps and 
tranaferred, but were allowed to commute 


the penalty, their offence being an official) 


one. Though Ts‘ni ‘'sun-i’s crime appears 
at least as grave as Fu-chih’s, the authorities 
in his case received a lighter punishment; 


but this was done perhaps in order strongly |: 


to mark the difference between their fault 
in wrongly giving him a good character, and 
their much heavier offence in not preventing 


his misappropriation of public money, for}: 
which a severer penalty was inflicted on] 


them. But the Memorialist is of opinion 


that the term official offences should be used |: 
They differ utterly from |' 
No servant of the state | 
I€ he} 


very sparingly. 
private offences. 
can entirely avoid official offences. 
dves, it will be from excessive caution, 
which impairs his administration. They 
are not considered a blemish or a dis 
grace. But reckless commendation of worth- 
less officers ought not to be allowed to 
be classed among them. Otherwise, high 
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-flicials will be tempted to beome careless, 
-he Great Triennial Scrutinies will be light- 
y considered, and even favouritism and 
ribery will become rife. No words can 
@ strong enough to describe what the 
-ffect of such a state of affairs would finally 
.@ on the character of the officials, and 
‘onsequently on the government of the 
ountry and the prosperity of the people. 
“he Memorialist begs that instructions may 
@ given to the Board of Civil Office to pay 
‘pevial attention to the distinction between 
hese two classes of offences in the revision 
‘f the laws which is now going on. He 
-ommends his suggestions, which are made 
.n behalf of the fundamental principles of 
‘overnment, to the attention of His Im- 
erial Majesty. 

: (4) The Governor of Kiangsu asks that 
swards may be given, according to cus- 
‘yn, to the officials concerned in the trans- 
‘ort to Tientsin of tribute rice from the 
‘rovinee of Kiang-su during the year be- 
wre last. ‘The transport was successfully 
uducted by. means of Shanghai and 
‘ientsin junks and the steamers of .the 
‘hing Merchants’ Company. ‘The total 
‘uantity of grain carried was 724,000 piculs, 
here is, however, this difticulty, § In 
‘msequence of a Memorial of Chang P‘ei- 
in, it has been forbidden that any 
sade higher than the fifth should be 
astowed, and officials who belong to the 
gular staff of the province are to be 
tcluded. As this rule was made after 
1e services in question were rendered, are 
ey to come under it or not ?—The Im- 
urial Rescript orders the Board concerned 
. report on the subject. 

‘April 3rd (1).—Hai-heii, Superintendent 
» Customs for Kuangtung, (the Hoppo), 


quests His Majesty’s instructions before 


arling for his post. 

(2) ‘The Comptroller of the Imperial 
‘ousehold presents a Memorial on behalf 
 Té-feng, an officer of the Guards.—Té 
ti, elder brother of Té-feng, and husband 
“an Imperial Princess, died a number of 
“ars ago without offspring, and a son 
‘yum he had adopted also died in the 
‘ar 1866, since which time he has had no 
scendants to preserve the line of succes- 
m, Té-feng prays that his own eldest 
n, A-k‘o-tung-a, who has received here- 
vary rank of the first class, may be made 
e son by adoption of the deceased ‘I'é- 
‘i:—The Imperial Rescript has already 
en recorded. 

{3) The Governor of Chekiang in a Post- 
sipt Memorial reports that he has ap- 
inted Expectant Tavtai Ma Svt-liang 
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(55 GW) to be Acting Tavtai of the 


Ningpo, Shao-hsing and T‘ai-chow Circuit, 

. with charge of the Ningpo Custom House, 
in place of Jui-chang, who: haa been pro- 
moted to the Salt Commissionership of 
Kuangtung. Ma Ssii-liang is a man of 
shrewdness and experience and capable of 
fulfilling the duties of the post.—Reacript : 
It is noted. 

(4) A Postscript Memorial of Ts‘en Yii- 
ying, Governor-General of Yunnan and 
Kueichow. On the 9th of December last 
a Decree of His Majesty reached the 
Memorialist, saying that it had ben re- 
presented to the Lhrone that Lin Shao- 
yuan when acting as Governor of Kuei- 
chow had spent the money in the treasury 
in a reckless manner.” Previously to 
this a charge had been brought against 
Lin Shao-yuan and other persons of wast- 
ing the provincial funds, and the Mem» 
rialist had consequently appuinted a com- 
mission to go tv Kueichow and investigate 
the matter, The result of the inquiry 
having been reported by the Memorialist, 
the Board of Civil Office found that Lin 
and the Acting Commissioner of Finance, 
Sung-ch‘ang, should both be dismissed 
from the public service. A Decree em- 
bodying this sentence was communicated 
to the Memorialist on the 27th of December 
and was duly carried out. 

Secondly, as regards Wu Té-pu, Financial 
Commissioner for Kueichow, the Memoria- 
list has to inform His Majesty that thie 
officer, who has since died, had done a cer- 
tain amount of good service, but still was 
a man of only second-rate reputation. Wil} 
His Majesty please to decide if an account. 
of his services is to be communicated: to 
the Historiographer’s Office for the sake of 
being placed on record ? 

Thirdly, when the Memorialist was 
Governur of Kueichow, he entrusted the 
business of making the Miao-tzii adopt the 
Chinese costume and of establishing schouls 
among them to Wu Tzii-fa, an Acting Tao- 
tai, who was known and trusted by the 
Miao-tzii. Afterwards the Memorialist’s 
successur in office gave another officer 
charge of this work, under whom there are 
reasuus to fear it was not carried out satis- 
factorily, there being a certain amount of 
oppression coupled with false representa- 
tious as to what was going on. If the 
business be again entrusted to Wu 'I'sii-fa, 
who has now been appointed Provincial 
Land-tax Commissioner, we may hope that 
it will be properly completed. 

The Imperial Kescript was to the effect 
that the account of the services of Wu. ‘l'é- 


pu communicated to the Historiographer’s 
Olttice is to be at once withdrawn; the 
remainder of the Memorial is approved. 

(5) P‘an Wei reports the measures he 
has adopted for the relief of the people in 
certain distressed districts of Kiang-si. 
In January last a decree reached the 
Memorialist directing him to adopt measures 
of relief and remit or postpone the collec- 
tion of taxes in the districts of his pro- 
vince which had suffered from drought or 
floods. Before this, he had repeatedly 
had enquiries made and had obtained His 
Majesty’s sanction for certain relief mea- 
sures in Nan-ch‘ang and some thirty other 
Districts, consisting of the postponement 
of the collection of the land-tax for 
greater or less periods, and the borrow- 
ing of money to repair embankments. 
Later, fresh instructions were issued by 
His Majesty to see if further relief 
Ineastires were required in the distressed 
districts. Accordingly in the early spring 
the Memorialist had grain from the public 
yranaries sold at cost price, gave loans of 
seed-corn, and established two great soup- 
kitchens outside Nan-ch‘ang, from which 
broth was served daily to furty thousand 
persons. ‘he broth being sought for 
eagerly by such immense crowds, the dis- 
tribution of it has been continued a 
fortnight longer than was _ originally 
intended. 

In spite of the distress in certain places, 
the early harvest last year for the whole 
province amounted to a seventy per cent 
crop, and the late to more than sixty per 
cent, The price of grain has remained 
nearly the same as it was last summer, 
and did not, as is alleged, increase three- 
fold. Copious rains having recently fallen 
throughout the province, the people are 
quite contented. Moreover the removal last 
year, by His Majesty’skindneas, of the lekiu 
on grain, has been a subject of great joy to 
the people, who have been benefited thereby 
to the extent of at least one hundred thou- 
sand taels. There being partial distress in 
Hupei and Anhui, a certain quantity of 
rice was exported to those ‘provinces, to 
the benefit both of the recipients who ob- 
tained the food they needed and of the 
sellers who profited by the rise in prices 
thus occasioned. The stock left in Kiang- 
si was still ample and there is not reason to 
fear a scarcity, With a favourable season, 
indeed, rice will not even be dear. Seeing 
that Kiangsi is a great grain country, which 
generally suffers trom want of purchasers, 
it would be a pity to stop the export; and 
it will be sufticient to sell grain cheap or 


lend it out from the public granaries to | therefore humbly Jays the wishes of tho | 
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those districts which have suffered the most, 
This Memorial is founded on a report of 
the Finance Commissioner which has _beeu 
proved correct by other enquiries. —Re 
script : Noted. 

(6) A Postscript Memorial of P‘an Yi 
requests that an additional title of rank and 
a tablet written by His Majesty’s own hand 
may be conferred on a Dragon Spirit, who 
has manifested himself and answered tho 
prayers made to him. 

In the Ang-shan Mountain, a hundred Ii 
from the town of Kuei-hsi, there are three 
wells, of which one is on the mountain top 
in a spot seldom visited. It has long been 
handed down that a dragon inhabits this 
well. If pieces of metal are thrown intu 
the well, they float; but light things, a 
silk or paper, will sink. It the offerings 
are accepted, fruits come floating up i 
exchange. Anything not perfectly pure 
and clean is rejected and sent whirling up 
again, The Spirit dwells in the blackest 
depths of the water, in form like a stranye 
fish with golden scales and four paws, red 
eyes and long body. He ordinarily re- 
mains deep in the water without stirring. 
But in times of great drought, if the local 
authorities purify themselves and sincerely 
worship him, he rises to the top. He is 
then sulemnly conveyed to the city and 
prayers for rain are offered to him, which 
are immediately answered. His temple is 
in the district city on the Ts‘ang-hsi Ling. 
The provincial and local histories record 
that tablets to him have been erected 
from the times of the Mongol and the 
Ming dynasties. During the present dy- 
nasty on several occasions as, for instance, 
in the years 1845 .and 1863, he has 
been carried into the city and rain has 
fallen immediately. Last year a dreadful 
drought occurred, in which the ponds and 
tanks dried up, to the great terror of the 
people. On the 15th day of the 8th month 
the magistrate conducted the Spirit into | 
the city, and with the assembled multitude | 
prayed to him fervently. Thereupon a 
gentle rain, falling throughout the country, | 
brought plenty in the place of scarcity and | 
gladdened the hearts of all. At about the} 
same time the people of a district in vae 
vicinity called Chin-yii, also had recourse 
to the Spirit with equally favourable result. 
These are well known events which have 
happened quite recently. 

It is the desire of the people of the 
district that some mark of distinction should 
be conferred on the Spirit ; and the Memo- 
rialist finds such a proceeding to be sanc- 
tioned both by law and precedent, He 





Aprit 3—6.] 





‘eople before His Majesty, who perhaps 
rill’ be pleased to confer a title and an 
utograph tablet as above suggested.—The 


tescript has already been recorded. 


(7) Prince Kung informs His Majesty 


hat, in accordance with the rules now in 
orce, the time has arrived for copying th 


thinese version of the records of the Coun- 
The records are copied for 
reservation evey three years, and consist 
£ Imperial Decrees, letters and minutes of 
The Prince begs that His 
Majesty will order this work to be per- 
ormed according to the precedents followed 


il of State. 
rroceedings. 


»srevious occasions, 

April 4th. —(1) The Governor of Chekiang 
eports that the first instalment of tribute 
ice from his province has been despatched 
vy sea from Shanghai to Tientsin. ‘he 
otal amount of Chekiang tribute rice for 
ast year is piculs 420,200. His Majesty 
1aving given special orders that it was to 
re geut forward as rapidly as possible, 
nstructions were sent to each District Ma- 
ristrate to deliver his quota by the month 
€ February. When the whole of the first 
nstalment, amounting to peculs 162,100, 
iad arrived and been weighed, peculs 
$6,900 were despatched by steamer, and 
reculs 72,200 by 30 junks which sailed on 
the 20th February for Shih-chiao in the 
‘sland of T's‘ung-ming, to wait fora favour- 
ble wind to take them north. Their de- 
yarture is earlier by twenty daya than it 
vas last year. There are two more instal- 
nents to follow. The Provincial Grain 
‘ntendant sailed for Tientsin on the 27th 
february to auperintend the delivery of the 
‘ice as it arrived. 

(2) Li Hung-chang requests that rewards 
nay be conferred on the officials in charge 
f the Tientsin and Shanghai Courier Office. 
de does so on the representation of the 
fao-t‘ais of Tientsin and Shanghai, and 
hey on their part have acted in accord- 
nce with the direction of the Marquis 
‘seng. 

All despatches to aud from the Chinese 
dinisters in foreign countries, the letters 
nd telegrams of the Tsung-li Yamen, and 
he despatches of the different Yamens in 
he Provinces where there are treaty ports; 
vass through the hands of the officials of 
he Courier Office. Such documents of 
he Council of State or the Tsung-li Ya- 
nen as are too important to be sent in the 
rdinary way, are carried by one of these 
fficers to whatever part of the world they 

equire to go. The regular period of three 
ears having now elapsed, and the work of 
he office having been performed in a most 
ficient manner, the Memorialist gives a 
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list of promotions which he recommends. — 
Rescript : Approved.—Let the Board con- 
cerned take note. 

(3) Ho Ching, Governor General of 
Fuhkien and Chekiang, reports the rescue 
of two parties of shipwrecked Liuchiuans 
and the means adopted for their relief. 

According to the account given by them 
through au interpreter, the first party con- 
sisted of the junk master, two sailors and 
seven passengers, all belonging to the 
Island of Napa. They sailed on the 20th 
of August last from Kumi Island in a 
sinall sea-going junk laden with rice and 


putchuck. Shortly afterwards the junk 
was dismasted and blown out to sea 
in a gale. There were five other pas- 


sengers on board, of both sexes, all of 
whom died from hardships aud exposure. 
Fortunately they were rescued by a Chi- 
nese trading junk, which carried them to 
Chin-hai in Chekiang, where they arrived 
on the 9th of September. The Chekiang 
authorities provided them with clothes and 
bedding and sent them on to Foochow. 
They are now lodged at a Government post- 
house, with an allowance of a pint of rice 
and Tis. . 0.0.6 per day. When an oppor- 
tunity arrives fur them to return to their 
country, they will be furnished with a 
month’s provisions. 

The second party consisted of seventeen 
persons, of whom eleven were passengers. 
Six others had perished. On the 19th of 
September they sailed for Napa with a 
cargo of rice, and were blown off shore. 
On the 25th they were driven on to the 
coast of Formosa, ‘Their junk was wrecked, 
but they were rescued by the inhabitants. 
From Formosa they were forwarded by the 
authorities to Foochow. They have been 
provided with clothing, aud are now lodged 
aud supplied with food in the same way as 
the first party. They will be sent back to 
their country on the first opportunity. 

April 5th.—No documents of importance. 

April 6th.—(1) A Decree. K‘uei-yii, form- 
erly Tartar General at Ch‘eng-tu, served with 
distinction in several campaigns in Hupei, 
Anhui and Kiangsu, during the reigns of 
Hsien-feng aud T‘ung-chih. As Brigade- 
General and Geueral-in-chief he proved 
himself a careful and efficient commander, 
till he retired on account of ill-health. As 
he has now died, let all penalties incurred 
by him be remitted, and let the Office con- 
cerned report what are the proper honours 
to be bestowed on him. Let his grandson, 
Wen-chung, who has received hereditary 
rank of the first-class, be appointed Senior 
Secretary of one of the Boards. 


(2) The Governor of Chekiang prays for 
an extension of the time in which he is to 
provide funds for the manufacture of cer- 
tain articles of silk for the use of His 
Majesty. The Memorialist has been iu- 
formed by the officer whose duty it is to 
superintend the manufacture that 3,959 
articles, consisting of coats, gowns, and 
pieces of silk and satin are positively 
required, and that, by his Majesty’s 
orders, they are to be ready for delivery 
next June. He was also to direct the 
Commissioner of Finance to provide the 
necessary money, vo matter from what 
source. The Commissioner however re- 
presents that there are really no funds 
from which to furnish the Ts. 200,000 
required. The Provincial Treasury is in 
great difficulties. Not only are these old 
arrears of pay due to all the troops, but 
new arrears are growing up in addition. 
As His Majesty has already diminished the 
number of articles and pieces from more 
than 20,000 to 3,958, and their cost once 
by sixty per cent, and now azain by twenty 
per cent, it is impossible to ask for any 
urther reduction. The Memorialist there- 
fore proposes that the sum required shall 
be taken from the land tax, salt tax and 
lekin. But as there is an actual deficit in 
the Treasury at the present moment, he 
prays that he may be allowed to delay 
paying the money for a short time, As 
soon as there is a balance under any one 
of these heads, it shall immediately be 
handed over, until the total sum has been 
paid. Rescript :—The proposal is approved. 
Let the money be paid in instalments as 
soon as there are funds available, and the 
manufacture proceeded with. 

April 7th (1).—Kuei-hsiang and Na-sun- 
cho-k‘o-t‘u present a Memorial on the sub- 
ject of providing funds for the maintenance 
of a body of troups to be stationed at Urga. 

The Memorialists previously applied to 
His Majesty to direct the Mongolian Super- 
intendency to send six bitkeshis and 250 
Mongol soldiers to Urga, where additional 
troops are urgently required for patrolling 
the country and preventing brigandage. 
This application was referred to th» Super- 
intendency, which replied that the idea was 
an excellent one, only the Memorialists 
should first make arrangements for pro- 
viding the necessary funds. 

This point has now been duly considered 
by the Memorialists. In the year 1869, a 
body of 2,000 men, belonging to the army 
of Chihli, was stationed at Urga to protect 
the Mongols against the Mahomedan ban- 
ditti, who were giving much trouble in 
that part of the Empire. These troops 
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were afterwards withdrawn on account 
of disagreements between them and the 
» and 500 Chahar cavalry were 
substituted for them. But the climate 
hot agreeing with the Chahar troops, they 
were sent back to their own country, and 
their place was taken by a battalion from 
Hsuan-hua Fu. This force not being 
deemed sufficiently strong, 1,000 Kirin 
troops were ordered there as well, but were 
sent home again after a time, because it 
was found that the climate did not suit 
them. Such is the history of the Urga 
| deat during the past fifteen years. 
hen the Memorialists were appointed to 
their post, they at once discovered that it 
was necessary to replace the troops which 
had been withdrawn, in order that the 
country might be patrolled and robbery 
suppressed, and at the same time some 
addition was required to the staff of civil 
officials, 

In framing their estimates the Memoria- 
lists have endeavoured to observe the 
strictest economy. Urga is an important 
and busy place, frequented and traversed 
by both Chinese and foreigner. It is abode 
of the Cheptsundampa Hutukhtu@) ; and 
in extent of territory it is ten times greater 
than Kobdo and Uliasutai. It is really to 
be feared that the 250 soldiers will not be 
sufficient for their work; but it seemed 
better to keep the number small and so 
prevent the necessity for a large expendi- 
ture. They will be employed in conjune- 
tion with the troops from Hesuan-hua Fu. 
The civil servants required are six bitkeshis. 
The total yearly sum required for the 
above, with office expenses and the pay and 
allowances of the Memorialists and their 
staff, will not exceed Tis. 37,200, even in 
years with thirteen months. 

There are no local sources from which 
the funds cau be raised. There is no Cus- 
tom House at Urga and no taxable pro- 
perty. The troops formerly sent to Ili 
were paid from the Foreign Customs re- 
venue. When the Amoor troops were 
brought back from Ili, a saving was effect- 
ed of Tis. 6,000 per month, which was 
used for paying arrears due to the troops 
at Uliasutai. As the latter troops have 
now been withdrawn, the Tls. 6,000 per 
month are not required for them. The 
Memorialist therefore propose that Tis. 
3,000 per month should be paid to them 
from this source. ‘They would send off- 
cers to the Board of Revenue once a year 


(1) i.e the Metropolitan or Patriarch of the Kha)kha 
tribes, who ranks third (t.e. next to the two joint- 
pontiffs of Tibet) among the dignitaries of the Lamaist 
church, 











; and allowances in the short months. 
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to receive it. A slight saving might be 
effected by the deduction of one day’s pay 
This 
could be used for providing sacrificial 
offerings and presents of pieces of silk for 
the Lamas, granted formerly by His Ma- 
jesty, but which are not now given for 


. want of funds.—Rescript: Let the Board 


~~ SD 


_ Board of Revenue, 


concerned report. 

April 8th —(1) Decree of the Empress, 
degrading Prince Kung. (Translated in 
N.-C. Herald of 16th April.) 

(2) A Decree. Let Prince Li (7 be a 
Member of the Grand Council. He need 
no longer learn the duties of Grand Cham- 
berlain, nor carry the panther-tail lance. 


Let O-lo-ho-pu A Lay ci th), and Yen 
Ching-ming (PARES). Presidents of the 
and Chang Chih- 


wan ( &): Presidents of the Board 


’ of the Punishments, be Members of the 


Graud Council. 
Let Sun Yii-wen ( ) Senior Vice 


President of the Board of Works, bea 
Member of the Grand Council on probation. 

(3) Cheng Fu, the Director General of 
the Yellow River, presents a Memorial 
arguing against a change which has been 
proposed in the river-administration. It 
appears one of the Censors represented to 
the Emperor, that at present only a portion 
of the upper course of the Yellow River is 
under the charge of the Director General, 
the two lower portions being supervised by 
the high authorities of Chihli and Shan- 
tung, and the part of the river which occa- 
sions most trouble is that near its mouth, 
where it has taken possession of the bed of 
the Ta-ch‘ing River. The Censor thought 
it would be better to give the charge of all 
three portions to one person namely the 
Director General. There were formerly 
fourteen stations under the Director 
General’s charge for the protection of the 
Of these seven were abolished in 


river. 
1855 after the changing of the course of 
the river. Of those which remains three 


- are on the South bank and extend over 


a distance of 210 li, four on the North 
with 260 li. The Memorialist has not 
yet had much experience, but he is 
able to say that the personal supervision 
of these seven stations is more than one 
man can well accomplish at the time of 
summer and autumn floods ; aud unless he 
gives his personal attention things will not 
go right. The extension of his district 
down to the sea would give him more than 
a thousand li of country to superintend. 
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He has no funds for the performance of 
the work which would devolve on hii ; 
and, had he funds granted to him, it is not 
plain that the new system would be better 
than the present. For, as long as the 
Governor of Shantung is in charge of the 
river within his Province, he is able to 
make use of his own staff and his own 
troops for keeping watch and executing 
repairs, the result being that his orders are 
executed with promptitude, and the work 
effected with an economy not otherwise 
possible. For these reasons the Memo- 
rialist begs that the suggested change may 
not be made. The Governor of Shantung 
concurs in the Memorial. Rescript :— 
Let the Board concerned take note. 

April 9th.—{1) Decree of Empress. Let 
the Grand Council consult Prince Ch‘un 
on matters of great importance. When 
His Majesty assumes the reins of govern- 
ment, a fresh Decree will be issued. 


(2) A Memorial by Yung-té. Ma Yung- 
hsiu, an Expectant Prefect in Honan, was 
some time since cashiered and sent to do 
duty at a military outpost. He has been 
employed at the fifteenth stage outside 
Kalgan, a post station of great importance, 
Owing to the drought last year, there was 
great loss among the horses and camels, and 
the want of rain and snow last winter has 
increased the mortality at the present,time. 
It is impossible without ready money 
to hire beasts to take the place of those 
which are dead, and the station chest 
is entirely denuded of funds. Ma Chang- 
hsiu, being afraid that that the trausmis- 
sion of important despatches will be de- 
layed, has volunteered to subscribe Ts. 
1,500 in ready money for the use of the 
station, without requesting that any favour 
be conferred on him in return, The 
Memorialist quotes two recent instances 
where subscriptions made under similar 
circumstances have been followed by the 
release of the donors, and humbly begs 
that, if the offering of Ma Yung-hsiu be 
accepted, His Majesty will be pleased to 
decide what reward shall be given him. 
The Reacript accepts the offering and orders 
the release of Ma Yang-hsiu. 

April 10th.—(1) Decrees, filling appoint- 
ments :— 


Heit Tung (Rei is appointed Pre- 
sident of the Board of Civil Office. 


_ Pi Tao-yuan (AMR is appointed 
President of the Board of Rites. 


Ch‘iShih-ch‘ang (¥]f {HE Fe) is appointed 
President of the Board of Censors. 
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Hsii Ying-kuei ER) is appointed 
Senior Vice-President of the Board of Civil 
Office. 


Chang Chia-hsiang (He ED, is ap- 
pointed Junior Vice-President of the Board 
of Civil Office. 


Heit Yung-i (R FAH), is appointed 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of 


Works. He is also to take charge of the 
Mint. 
Liu Shu (BSB, is to act temporarily 


as President of the Board of Foreign 
Affairs. 


Haii Shu-ming (FERS Ze), is appointed 


President of the Court of Sacrificial Wor- 
ship. 


Wo-la-hsi-ch‘ung-a Cait Bm), 


is appointed President of the Board of War. 


Yen Hsii (ME AA), is appointed Pre- 
sident of the Mongolian Superintendency. 


K‘un-kang (Ee Pa) is appointed Presi- 
dent of the Board of Censors. 


Ling-kuei (Be ¥E) is appointed Chan- 
cellor of the College of Literature. 


Prince Yii (RE) is appointed 


President of the Imperial Clan Court. 


Kuei-jun (Azie) is appointed Senior 
Vice-President of ths Board of Civil Office. 


Sung-kuei (AAs) is appointed Junior 
Vice-President of the Board of Civil Office. 


Kuei-heng ( ) is appointed Senior 


Vice-President of the Board of Punish- 
ments. 
Wen-hui ( ) is appointed Junior 


Vice-President of the Board of Punish- 
ments. 

(2) A Decree. The 14th April being the 
day appointed for the removal of the coffin 
containing the mortal remains of the Im- 
perial Princess Shou Chuang, Tsai-lien is 
ordered to go on that day and pour a liba- 
tion in token of Our sympathy. 

(3) Feng-shen and Kuei-ying present a 
Memorial on behalf of the twelve Colonels 
of the Tumet Mongols. The Tumets have 
been informed that the Governor of the 
Province of Shansi has laid before the 
Emperor a scheme for settling Chinese in 
the five Districts of Kuei-hua Ch‘eng, 
which form part of their country. They. 
are much alarmed at the intelligence, and 
give their reasons for desiring that the 
present atate of things may be allowed to 
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continue. The Tumets gave their allegiance 
to the Manchu Princes before the entry of | 
the latter into China. Ever since that day | 
they have retained possession of their 
country, which is a thousand li or more in|. 
length and breadth. With the exception off 
about ten thousand families who cultivate 
property belonging to the Crown, almost}. 
the only Chinese in the territory are men 
who come without their families to labour 
or trade and return home every winter. |: 

Under the present system, all disagree. |: 
ments between Chinese and Mongols are 
brought before the Chinese officials and|. 
Mongol Chiefs conjointly ; and this method 
of settling disputes has always given satis. 
faction. The Sub-Prefects, whom it is 
proposed to institute by the new scheme, 
will have jurisdiction over Mongol as well 
as Chinese ; and it is to be feared that the 
Mongols will certainly be losers by the 
change. 


The Tumets hold their land of the Em. | 
peror by a military tenure; so that it 
corresponds to the pay given to the Man- 
chu garrisons in China. All the land in 
their country is owned by some one or 
other, whether it be rich land that is 
cultivated, or poor land that is only fit for 
grazing. If the fifty-six clans in the part 
that is to be colonized, are driven thence 
into the territory of the four clans which 
are outside, the result must be overcrowd: 
ing and an impossibility to live which will 
drive them forth to beg for food elsewhere. 
Apart from this, the irruption of Chinese 
cannot fail to be the cause of ill-feeling 
and quarrelling, which will grow worse 
in time as the pressure of numbers makes 
itself-felt. The want of intelligence too 
on the part of the Mongols will certainly 
make them the prey of their astuter neigh- 
bours, 

The Great Wall has, ever since the com- 
mencement of the present dynasty, always 
been made the boundary line between the 
Mongols and Chinese. One cannot be as- 
tonished that such a boundary is preserved, 
when in China itself every Department 
aud District is kept distinct from the 
neighbouring ones, and the people of one 
cannot establish themselves in another 
without permission. 

In bringing this prayer to His Majesty’s 
notice, the Memorialists record their opi- 
nion that the proposed change must un- 
doubtedly be injurious to the Tumets. 

Rescript : Let the Board concerned con- 
sider and report. 


April 11th.—(1) Decrees, filling appoint- 
ments. 
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O-lo-ho-pu (2B BAA th) has been 


ade a member of the Grand Council. His 
ities being multifarious, he is to vacate 
8 office of Comptroller of the Imperial 
ousehold. 


Wen-yii (AHR) is appointed Inspector 
the Imperial Decree Department. 


Pi Tao-yuan (SEPT iB) is to superin- 


nd the Wu-ying-tien Division of the 
rand Secretariat. 


Kuang-shou ( 3=) is appointed Direc- 
t General of the State Historiographer’s 
flice. 


Ling-kuei (Sate) is appointed Instruc- 
© of the Han-lin Bachelors. 

(2) Kuei-hsiang and Na-sun-cho-k‘o-t‘u 
sesent a Memorial proposing measures for 
te relief of certain tribes belonging to the 
‘u-she-t‘u Khanate of the Khalkha Mon- 
dis. According to representations made 
» the Memorialists, there is great distress 
i the present moment among four banners 
?t the T‘u-she-t‘u Khanate, which are 
aled by Prince A-mu-k‘o-pa-isarh and 
iree other chiefs. ‘These tribes have suf- 
sred in former years but have managed to 
irvive. Last year, however, there was 
orain, and no grass grew, sv that the 
hole of their flocks and herds perished. 
he three chieftains report that half their 
3ople are dead from hunger and disease, 
1d the rest have all wandered away. Of the 
rince’s tribe more than a thousand have 
axrished, and the remainder 7,600 in num- 
ar are supporting themselves on the skin 
id bones of cattle picked up in the fields. 
he greatness of the distress requiring 
ttraordinary measures to alleviate it, an 
»peal for assistance has been made to the 
(emorialists, 

The established rule is that in time of 
‘istress the Mongol tribes should help each 
cher. In the present case, however, 
‘mething more is necessary. The Me- 
orialists have instructed the Captains- 
‘eneral of the four Khalkha Khanates and 
‘e Lama Priests to exhort all wealthy 
longols to contribute cattle, grain or 
oney, according to their means. They 
ave also requested the Military Governor 
‘ Uliasutai to issue similar instructions to 
1e chiefs under his jurisdiction. They 
irther mentioned the matter verbally 
+ the Khalkha Patriarch, who afterwards 
nt them word that he was instructing 
© Lama Priests to raise subscriptions 
nong the richer Mongols, that he would 
ike care of any refugees who might come 
» Urga, and that he would place 10,000 
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pounds of millet at the Government’s dis- 
posal. The Memorialists have charged 
Prince A-mu-k‘o-pa-tsarh with the duty of 
superintending the fair distribution of the 
Patriarch’s gift, and have subscribed Ts. 
100 each to pay the cost of its conveyance. 
Though the Patriarch disclaims all desire 
of a reward, the Memorialists humbly sug- 
gest that His Majesty should. bestow a 
tablet on him in recognition of his charit- 
able act, or allow the Superintendency 
at Peking to propose some other reward. 


The Memorialists are afraid that further 
measures will be necessary, as, owing to 
there having frequently been partial dis- 
tress in recent years, there will not be 
found many rich Mongols able and willing 
to contribute. They therefore propose - 
that the pay of the chiefs of the four ban- 
ners should be issued to them in advance, 
either three years’ or five years’ pay, which 
will enable them to preserve their tribes- 
men from death by starvation.—The Re- 
script grants a tablet to the Patriarch, 
and orders the Board concerned to report 


- on the rest of the Memorial. 


April 12th.—(1) Decrees conferring ap- 
pointments, etc. 


I-k‘uang ( Ey). Beiléh, or Prince of 


the Third Order, is appointed to take charge 
of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 


Chou Té-jun ( Ae Sub-chancellor 


of the Grand Secretariat is’ appointed a 
Member of the Board of Foreign Affairs, 


Chang Chih-tung is ordered to Peking to 
have audience of the Empress. Kuei- 


p‘in (Seah) is to act as Governor of 
Shansi. 


Jui Lien Tita BS) is appointed Tartar 
General at Nanking. 


(2) Decrees relating to officials on the 
Tonquin frontier. . 

Theinvasion of Tonquin by the French hav- 
ing made thedefence of the Kuang-si frontier 
a matter of urgent necessity, Hsii Yen-hsii 
(Governor of Kuangsi) was ordered by a 
Decree to cross the frontier with his army, 
and secure the approaches of the country 
by their complete occupation. But instead 
of advancing, he merely occupied Liang- 
shan himself and sent General Huang 
Kuei-lan and Chao Wu Taotai to hold Bac- 
ninh, Further, General Huang and his 
officers, when they came into contact with 
the French, instead of offering a strenuous 
resistance, retreated in disorderly fashion, 
and by this scandalous misconduct caused 
the loss of Bacninh. 
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Hat Yon-hsti and Chang Shu-sheng (the 
Governor-General at Canton) have severally 


reported the loss of the town. While so 
doing, Heit has requested for himself the 
heaviest panishment, aud Chang has begged 
that a severe penalty may be inflicted on 
him. Before this a Secret Decree was 
already issued, commanding P‘an Ting- 
hsin (Governor of Hunan) to go with all 
speed outside the Chen-nan pass and com- 
municate to Hsii Our orders for his dis- 
missal and arrest. At the same time Wang 
Té-pang was to communicate similar orders 
to Huang Kuei-lan and Chao Wu. 

By this time P‘an Ting-hsin should already 
have reached Kuang-si. He is commanded 
at once to send Haii Yen-hsii to Peking in 
charge of an officer whv will deliver him to 
the Board of Punishments to be there 
dealt with. P‘an Ting-hsin and Wang Té- 
pang are also to hold a Court of Inquiry 
into the circumstances of the defeat and 
retreat of Huang Kuei-lan and Ohao Wu. 
If those officers really left their position 
and fled, they need not be sent to the 
Board of Punishments ; but a report is to 
be made to Us requesting orders for their 
condign punishment. 

Brigadier General Chen Té-kuei, who 
commanded at the Fu-lang Fort, the first 
place taken by the evemy, and Colonel 
Tang Min-hsiian, who was guilty of cow- 
ardice in loitering in the rear with his troops 
and not advancing, are ordered to be sumn- 
marily beheaded in the presence of the 
army. Lot an inquiry, in which no one is 
soreened or favoured, be made into the 
conduct of the other officers of the routed 
troops, and a report made to Us of the 
fitting punishment in each case. 

As the jurisdiction of Chang Shu-sheng 
includes Kuang-si, he also is responsible 
for what has happened. But, seeing that 
he was too far away to have the actual 

ontrol of affairs, as a special act of grace 
We merely order that the Board determine 
a@ penalty to be inflicted on him. 

P‘an ‘Ting-hsin is appointed Governor of 
Kuang-si, P‘ang Chi-yun, Acting Governor 
of Hunan, and Wang Té-pang, Actiug 
Commander-in-Chief of Kuang-si. 

The invasion of Tonquin by the French 
having made the defence of the Yunnan 
frontier a matter of urgent necessity, T‘ang 
Chiung (Governor of Yunnan) was ordered 
in repeated Decrees to cross the frontier 
with his army and occupy in force the 
approaches of the country. Notwithstand- 
ing this he withdrew his troops to his 
provincial capital without orders, and left 
the frontier to itself, with the result that 
Sontay was lost for want of a supporting 
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force. His failure to comprehend tht 
urgent state of affairs and his withdra 
at the moment of danger were both m@ 
scandalous. 

A Secret Decree has already been issu 
to Chang K‘ai-sung (Governor of Ku 
chow) to proceed pusthaste to Yunuan a 
communicate to T‘ang Chiung our ord 
for his dismissal and arrest. 

By this time Chang K‘ai-aung shoul¥ 
already have reached Yunnan. He is con}: 
manded to send T‘ang Chiung at once 
Pekilig in charge of an officer, who mi 
deliver him to the Board of Punishment 
to be dealt with. 

Chang K‘ai-sung is appointed Govern 
of Yuunan, and Li Yang-chiug, Actiuj 
Governor of Kweichow. 

(3) Lin Shav-yuan, late Governor 4. 
Kuei-chow, reports the capture of a rebi 
of importance. Au attempt at rebellion 
by Ha Huang-kou, alias Chu Ch‘ao-p‘in, 
Wang K‘o and other persons, as hw 
already been reported to the Throne, w 
recently put down by force and the priv} 
cipal criminals beheaded. But a mui 
named T‘ung Nien-ch‘ing, who was it 
league with them, afterwards collected: 
body of malefactors in the Department ci 
‘Ta-ting, and created disturbances there 
This rising was also crushed ; and, thougi 
some of the gang were captured ani 
punished, T‘ung Nien-ch‘ing again escape 
and concealed himself. No traces of hi 
could be found for some time, althougt 
large rewards were offered for him. At 
length information was given to the police 
that he was hidden in Eu-an, a District of 
Yunnan contiguous to Wei-ning Chou 
The Sub-prefect of the latter place there 
upon obtained assistance from the military 
authorities and surrounded and captured 
him unawares. When examined by tlie 
Sub-prefect, he stated that he was a farmer 
and forty-five years old. He had bee 
well-conducted till last year, when he mad 
the acquaintance of Hu Huang-kou alis' 
Chu Ch‘ao-pin. Hu represented himseli 
as a descendant of the Ming dynasty, and 
persuaded T‘ung to join in a plot to plac 
him on the throne. T‘ung was commi- 
sioned to raise au army and was appointed 
Hu’s Commander-in-Chief. Wang K’o wa 
also to raise an army, and the two were t 
take the field in different places at the 
same instant. The undertaking was ruined 
by the precipitancy of Wang, who raised hi 
standard before the appointed time. Wan 
and Hu were captured, but Tung escaped 
and remained at large till the present time. 
The Memorialist has given instruction 
to have the prisoner brought to Kuei-yang 
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in a wooden cage, and to send word to 
' magistrates along the route to take 
e that he is brought there safely.— 
script: Noted. 

4) he same Memorialist reports the 
»pression of an attempted rising in K ‘ai 
ou. Last December the Sub-prefect of 
ai Chou received intelligence of the in- 
ided rising, and obtained the assistance 
a military force to arrest the offenders. 
.@ troops met with some resistance, but 
ceeded in capturing five out of the six 
g-leaders. On examination they stated 
at they formed themselves into a Society 
September and agreed to rebel openly 
soon as they could raise a thousand men, 
t had not been able to do so when they 
wwe discovered. The Memorialist has 
ven orders for the summary decapitation 
the prisoners, and for the issue of pro- 
tmations promising pardon to the peo- 
e who had been seduced into joining 
em. He is also able now to announce 
e capture of the remaining ring-leader. 
‘Rescript : Noted. 

April 13th.—The Military Governor of 
ai-tsi-har begs that an increase may be 
ade in his judicial staff. 

Under the old system all judicial busi- 
268 was undertaken by the Governor's 
en office, and was under the special charge 
‘ the Brigadier, assisted by a Legal Secre- 
ry. ‘Chis system sufficed for the small 
ianchu population before the introduction 
! Chinese into the country. Butnow that 
ittlers have been invited into the Hulan 
gion, the addition of a Hulan Sub- 
refect does not compensate for the in- 
eased work. The Brigadier, it must be 
membered, obtains his appointment by 
is military qualities, and not his liter- 
ty and legal knowledge. The business 
1erefore is really left to the Secretary, 
ad at the present moment the latter has 
tore than he can accomplish. The Memo- 
alist therefore suggests the appointment 
£ a special legal officer, with the old 
scretary as his assistant, and two secre- 
wies of inferior grade. He also begs that 
e may fill up the appointment from his 
wn staff, where he can find some one with 
wal knowledge who will be more com- 
etent than any one sent from Peking. 
(2) A Postscript Memorial by Wei, 
tovernor at Soochow. Certain gentle- 
1en of T‘ai-ta‘ang pray that this Majesty 
‘ill bestow a Memorial Arch on the late 
Vang T‘ieh, who has given large sums 
» facilitate the burial of poor people. 
‘he practice of leaving coffins above 
round has long existed in Kiang-su, and 
ith a view to prevent this, the late 
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Governor-General gave orders for the 
establishment of free cemeteries every- 
where. In T‘ai-ts‘ang Chow owing to the 
poverty of the people the custom has pre- 
vailed to a greater extent than anywhere 
else. The late Wang T‘ieh was much 
grieved at the destruction of coffins which 
rotted away above ground, and enjoined 
on his descendants the duty of burying all 
exposed coflins as far as their means would 
permit. WangShih-hsi, Wang T‘ieh’s great- 
grandson, after spending last year Tls. 1,200 
in this work, has now given in perpetuity 
a piece of land costing Tls. 1900, the 
annual rent of which is to be devoted to 
the same purpose. The donation of the 
land and the rules for the employment of 
the proceeds have been properly registered 
in the Sub-prefect’s Yamen. As it is laid 
down in the laws that a Memorial Arch 
may be requested for any one who gives 
Tls. 1000 for the purpose of cullecting and 
interring unburied bodies, the Memorialist 
is able to endorse the above petition. — 
Rescript : Approved. 

April 14th.—(1) Decree of Empress. 
Memorials have been presented this day 
by Shéng-yii, Senior Supervisor of Instruo- 
tion, from Hasi-chun, Junior Supervisor of 
Instruction, and from Chao Erh-hsiian and 
other Censors, to the effect that Prince 
Ch‘un ought not to interfere in the busi- 
ness of the Grand Council. Shéng-yit has 
also represented that a Decree of the 10th 
month of the 4th year of Chia Ch‘ing 
declares that ‘‘ under the present Dynasty 
ever since the institution of the Grand 
Council no Princes have ever been mem- 
bers thereof.” The rule of Our Ancestor 
is remarkable for its forethought, and in 
ordinary circumstances should be followed 
throughout alltime. But regard being had 
to the conditions of Our Regency, we cannot 
avoid seeking the advice of the Princes of 
the Blood in affairs of state; and Our 
Ministers must all know that Our so doing 
is the result of the exceeding carefulness 
which we are bound to display. 

Our Decree that Prince Ch‘un should 
join in consultation with the Grand Coun- 
cil had reference to affairs of extraordinary 
importance. It was not intended that 
ordinary matter of business should be laid 
before him. Further, he positively will 
not be entrusted with other official duties. 
The Prince himself begged repeatedly to 
be excused, prostrating himself on the 
ground in earnest entreaty. It was not 
till we had exhorted him in every way 
and had promised to isaue fresh orders 
on the Emperor’s assumption of power, 
that he temporarily accepted the pro- 
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ferred office. The hidden difficulties in 
this matter are such, that you, Our Minis- 
ters, cannot know them all. 

The Ministers who have been appointed 
to posts in the Grand Council cannot be 
permitted to decline them in the hopes of 
escaping from responsibility aud burden- 
some work. Our commands having now 
been clearly explained, we expect Our 
Ministers to identify themselves with Our 
wishes, and not to trouble Us with further 
representations, 

The above mentioned Memorials do not 
reguire further consideration. 

(2) Decrees conferring appointments. 


Haiti Ken-shen rR F), Junior Vice- 


President of the Board of Punishments, is 
appointed a member of the Council on pro- 
bation. 


Tang Jen-lien (AE 4OB. is appointed 


Acting Commander-in-chief of Kuangsi. 


Chou Shou-ch ‘ang OF 3 = 8 ), Brigadier 


General of An-i in Kuei-chow, is ordered 
to report himself to P‘an Ting-hsin for 
employment with the army of Kuang-si. 

Let these two oflicers proceed at ouce 
without the slightest delay. Till T‘ang 
Jen-lien’s arrival, let Wang Té-pang con- 
tinue to act as Commander-in-Chief. 

(3) A Decree. A number of complaints 
having been made as to cases of malad- 
ministration on the part of officials in 
Shéng-ching (Manchuria), a high commis- 
sion was despatched to enquire into the 
various cases. Most of the charges were 
disproved, but sume of the accused have 
been found guilty and sentenced. 


Colonel Fo-erh-ching-o is proved to have 
accepted presents when inspecting muni- 
tions of war. He is condemned to be 
dismissed from his pvust, but is allowed to 
retain his lower hereditary rank. His 
punishment would have been much heavier, 
had it not been shown that the giving of 
this present is an old custom. The sub- 
altern who was the agent through whom 
the money was given, loses his rank but 
keeps his post. A Superintendent of Cus- 
toms, found guilty of overcharging duty 
for his own benefit, is dismissed from the 
public service. A Colonel and a Prefect 
who were mixed up in this case and showed 
improper severity to thecomplainantagainst 
the Superintendent, are to be punished as 
the Board concerned may determine. The 
Military Governor of the Province is also 
to frame rules to ensure the better admin- 
istration of the Custom Houses in future. 

April 15th.—(1) The Tartar General, the 
Governor General and the Governor at 
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Foochow request that they may atill 
allowed to remit money to Peking by bil 
instead of in bullion. The Memorialisa 
were informed by the Board of Revenue 
that at its suggestion the Emperor hadk 
ordered all remittances to Peking to 
made in bullion for the future. ‘They a 
once gave instructions to that effect to thep 
officers coucerned ; and representations hare 
now been made to them of the impor 
sibility of carrying out these orders. Ful: 
kien is a poor country and has long made} 
use of broken dollars and bank notes fort: 
purposes of trade. Sycee is very scarce,}: 
and even dollars are not found in sufficient}: 
quantity. All customs duties and lekin|: 
are paid in dollars, and even of the land-|: 
tax and salt-tax only half is paid in syces. |: 
The sycee too is of bad quality and will]. 
not pass in other provinces. The Board of 
Revenue complains of the waut of silver 
for trade in Peking, of the slowness witli |: 
which the bills are cashed, and of the 
danger of the banks’ failing. But Fuhkieu 
has to provide annually two million tals 
for Peking and other provinces. This 
amount of silver is positively not procur- 
able in a fit state for sending, and if], 
it be obtained by melting down andj. 
refining, the cost and loss will be enormous. |: 
As Peking has only drawn money from 
Foochow since the establishment of the 
Foreign Customhouse, it can hardly be 
that the trade of the Capital depends on 
Foochow for its supply of money. In rate 
of speed, too, there can be no compari- 
son between sending money eighty days’ 
journey overland and despatching an officer 
with a bill in his pocket by sea. ‘The 
merchants who cash the bills; cau be 
ordered to pay them at once on presenta 
tion ; and failures can be guarded against 
by not paying the money in Foochow till 
the news arrives of the bills being cashed 
in Peking. For these reasons the Memo- 
rialists beg that the system in force may 
continue. If at any future time foreign 
merchants will pay duties in sycee, and 
there is sufficient money in the Province, 
they will report the fact and change the 
mode of remitting.—Rescript: Approved. 
Let the Board concerned take note. 

April 16th.—-(1) Tso Tsung-t‘ang for- 
wards regulations for the transport of 
tribute rice by the Grand Canal during 
the present year. 

The regulations are not published ; but 
it appears from the Memorial that the 
region from which the rice in question 
comes is the portion of the Province of 
Kiang-su north of the Yangtze. The De- 
partment of Hsii-chow ought properly to 
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rnish millet ; but rice bought in the 
ighbouring Departments has been sub- 
tuted for this. The whole quantity was 
be measured and got ready for transport 
‘the end of March and sent forward to 
1antung as soon as possible, so thatit might 
oss the Yellow River and go north as 
on as there should be sufficient water. 
The transport last year was conducted 
ider great difficulties. In the neigh- 
wurhood of Chi-ning Chow the supply 
water from the Wen River was more 
an ordinarily scanty. The boats had to 
» lightened constantly, aud means taken 
head up the water ; but immediately the 
uices at any place were opened the river- 
shind was dry. Thus it happened that a 
hole month was consumed in travelling 
0 li. Drains had to be cut, and the river- 
ad dug out, and a hundred methods tried, 
afore the buats reached Lin-ch‘ing. The 
hihtzii River has to be deepened every 
gar. Between Fen-shui-k‘ou and Oh‘in- 
gu the river bed is above the level of the 
yuntry. At T‘ao-ch‘eng-fou, water from 
1e Yellow River has been admitted twice, 
ad the river has consequently silted up 
1ore than ever. Between Tientsin and 
‘ung chow, too, the water has become 
aallower. Steps therefore require to be 
iken for clearing out the rivers at all these 
laces before the transport can go on satis- 
ictorily. 

(2) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
1k manufactories at Hanychow makes an 
rgeut appeal for an additional supply of 
nds. 

The manufactory is required to supply 
early for the use of the Imperial House- 
old from 12,000 to 13,000 pieces of silk. 
ut for want of sutticient funds, a great 
scumulation of arrears has grown up, 80 
iat at the present moment the mauufac- 
ory is only exeeuting the second half of 
ie order given in 1870. The only money 
‘hich comes to hand is 10,000 strings of 
ash per month, supplied by the Lekin 
fice. This is equivalent to about ‘I'ls. 
2,000 per annum. But only Tis. 40,000 
fit are expended on silk for the Imperial 
‘lousehold, as Tis. 30,000 are appropriated 
w articles ordered by the Buard of Re- 
suue. The gvods required for the Imperial 
fonsehold consist of satin, silk of two 
inds, gauze, dresses, thread and cloth ; 
ad, with the addition of the Sz- 
‘ian silk and satin now ordered from 
iaugchow, their cost for the year, es- 
mated at the current price of silk and 
bour, amounts tu over Tls, 150,000. The 
ls. 40,000 received fram the Lekin Office, 
sun when increased by the alluwauce of 
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Tis. 26,000 for the Sz-chuan silks, will not 
make up half the required sum. The Su- 
perintendent of the manufactory has applied 
to the Governor to pay him the allowance 
for Sz-chuan silks. For the rest he can 
devise no plan but to pray that His Majesty 
will issue instructions to the Governor of 
the Province to see that the Financial Com- 
missioner supplies him annually with a 
sufficient sum to cover the deficit.—Re- 
script: Let the Board of Revenue consider 
and report. 

April 17th.—(1) The late Governor of 
Kueichow gives an account of the trial of . 
two persons, one of them a Colonel in tlre: 
army, for brawling and wounding each 
other. The two parties are named Haieh 
Wen-fa and T‘ien Lo-han. : Hsieh Wen-fa 
is a native of Sz-chuan. He was given a 
button of the sixth class for military ser- 
vice, and then gradually promoted to the 
rank of Expectant Colonel. Tien Lo-han 
was formerly a soldier and served in Kuei- 
chow, where he made the acquaintance of 
Hsieh. In March two years ago T‘ien-Lo- 
han borrowed 500 cash from Hsieh, Last 
June Hsieh Wen-fa was going home on 
leave and happened to passthrough thetown 
of Ta-ting Fu, where he met T‘ieu Lo-han. 
He then sent his servant Sung Pav-t‘ien to 
ask for repayment of theloan. T‘ien Lo-han 
begved forfurther credit, which was refused, 
whereupon he began to abuse Sung Pao- 
t‘ien. The latter went home and told his 
master, who at once came back with him 
to T‘ien Lo-han’s house, and the two 
began to quarrel. Hsieh drew a knifo and 
wounded ‘[‘ien, first on the head and then 
on the hands, as he tried to parry the blows. 
Tien at length wrested the knife from 
Haieh, getting cut about the hands in su 
doing, and attacked him in his turn. Haieh 
took up a pole, and then T‘ien shot him in 
the side with a gun, while the servant, 
Sung, picked up the knife and wounded 
T‘ien. Both parties afterwards complained 
to the Prefect, who examined their wounds 
and reported the case to the higher au- 
thorities. : 

The two offenders were then brought to 
Kuei-yang Fu and the Prefect there 
directed to try them. As Hsieh availed 
himself of his rauk to refuse to answer 
questions properly, application had: to be 
made to the Emperor to have him cashiered. 
The Profect afterwards reported the result 
of the trial and stated that both men had re- 
covered from their wouuds. They were 
then brought before the Chief Justice, 
and finally before the Memorialist himself, 
when it was further elicited that there was 
no previous ground of. quarrel between 





them. The punishment legally applicable 
to Hsieh Wen-fa’s offence is banishment 
toa neighbouring frontier. As he is a com- 
missioned oflicer, it should be as heavy as 
possible, aud it is proposed to send him 
to Turkestan to expiate his offence by 
service there. Tien Lo-han, as the law 
directs in cases like his, is sentenced to 
penal servitude in an unhealthy, but not 
very unhealthy, spot in Yiinnan, Kueichow, 
Kuangtung or Kuangsi, and to be flogged 
on his arrival there, Sung Pao-t‘ien, who 
has escaped, is ordered to be arrested. 
The original debt will be recovered and 
paid. ‘he weapons used were stated to 
have been thrown away and need not be 
enquired for.—Rescript: Let the Board 
of Punishments consider and report. 

(2) A Postscript Memorial by the same 
Governor. Fang Ping-t‘uan was a native 
of Ch‘ing-chen Hsien, who obtained the 
rank of Salaried Licentiate in the year 
1861. In the beginning of 1866 Ch‘ing- 
chen was captured by the rebels. Fang 
Ping-t‘uan, who had fought bravely, was 
taken by them alive, but cursed them 
without ceasing till he was put to death. 
Posthumous honours were afterwards 
granted to him as a Salaried Licentiate ; 
but it bas since transpired that in 1863 he 
was promoted to be a Director of Studies, 
as areward for his conduct in some mili- 
tary operations at An-shun. It is therefore 
requested that the posthumous honours 
belonging to the superior rank may be 
given him.—Rescript: Let the Board 
concerned take note. 

April 18th.—(1) A Decree. Ch‘ang-shan 
has proposed new rewards in place of those 
to which theBoard of Civil Office has objected, 
for the members who have distinguished 
themselves of the Tung-wen Kuan (College 
of Chinese and foreign learning at Canton). 

Let the Board consider aud report on 
them. 

(2) A Postscript Memorial by the Governor 
of Honan, 

it is the law that any officials in a Pro- 
vince must retire from their posts, if they 
should happen to be related, though even 
only on the mother’s side, to the Governor- 
General, Governor, Commissioner of Fin- 
ance or Commissioner of Justice ; and any 
ofticials of low rank who may be brother-in- 
law or son-in-law of such high authorities 
must retive in like manner, 

The Acting Commissioner of Justice now 
reports that there is an Expectant Magis- 
trate, husband of his sister, an Expectant 
Assistant Sub-prefect, brother of his wife, 
an] an Expectant Sub-prefect, husband of 
his daughter, All these will have to retire 
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from their posts, and are bound to report 
the fact within a given time. As soon us 
their reports are received, the Memorialist 
will see to their appointment to other 
Provinces. 

April 19th.—(1) The Acting Governor- 
General of Chih-li, Li Hung-chang, reports 
on a new channel of the Peiho, east of 
Chang-chia-wan, which requires attention. 

Last year during the summer and 
autumn freshets a new channel formed 
itself in the Peiho between Su-chuang and 
Yao-hsing-chuang, while the old channel 
was closed up at the same time. As the 
matter was of great importance to the trans- 
port of tribute rice, the Memorialist de- 
puted certain officials to see whether the 
new channel ought to be brought into use 
or the old one cleared out aud restored. 
As it appears from their report, the old 
channel between the points of junction is 
more than 64,000 feet long, is very wind- 
ing, and is for the most part silted up. 
The expense of restoring it would be so 
great that it need not be taken into con- 
sideration. The new channel, which runs 
straight between the two points, is ouly 
7,240 feet long and conveys the whole water 
of theriver. The bed however is irregular, 
varying in breadth from 100 to 200 feet 
and in depth from 2 or 3 feet to 10 feet. 
There will be no need to widen it any- 
where, nor to deepen it where it is as 
much as four feet deep. But for a dis. 
tance of abaut 3,000 feet it is less than 
this depth, and requires deepening to 
allow boats to pass without lightening. 
This will not be an easy task, as the cur- 
rent runs swiftly. Also the great cost will 
prevent the water being temporarily turn- 
ed into the old channel while the work is 
being executed. It is proposed therefore 
to employ dredgers of a new form, dragged 
by cattle on the bank, and in addition tw 
hire country people accustomed to work 
with large spades. The estimated cost i 
Tis. 2,200, which may be considered an 
extraordinarily small sum. It will be fur- 
ther necessary to build embankments at the 
two points of junction with the old bed, t> 
prevent the water running off and forming 
new channels in summer. ‘There is alsoa 
bank to be levelled at the commencemen: 
of the new channel. Persons whose land 
has been swallowed up by the new river 
will be compensated by land in the oli 
bed. The cost of the embankments wil: 
be defrayed from the money appropriated | 
for famine relief. The Tls. 2,200, Memo- 
rialist proposes to charge to the Granaries 
Department, as the work is principally for 
the benefit of the grain transport, The 
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ork will be commenced as soon as His 
lajesty’s approval is given, and finished 
y the middle of April, so ag not to inter- 
re with the grain boats. The Memo- 
alist has consulted with the high autho- 
ties concerned in the transport, and finds 
1eir views coincide with his.—Rescript : 
et the Board concerned take note. 

(2) According to his annual custom the 
‘overnor of Auhui furnishes a report on 
1e amount of land in his province which 
as been brought into cultivation during 
1© past year. * 

The total amount of land in the pro- 
ince fit for cultivation is Chinese acres 
3,233,920. 

Of this the quantity used for ponds is 
cres 19,716, 

Already in cultivation at the end of the 
receding year, acres 30,768,952. 

Still uncultivated, acres 7,303,504. 


Brought into cultivation during the past 


ear acres 141,746. 

Total 38,233,918. 

(3) The Governor of Kiangsu reports 
hat the whole quantity of tribute rice from 
jis province for the present year (exclu- 
ive of that sent from the northern Depart- 
1ents by the Grand Canal) has now been 
espatched by sea from Shanghai. 

He has already reported the departure 
f the first instalment in the middle of the 
ionth of February. As soon as that was 
espatched ho issued instructions to hurry 
n the delivery of the second and third 
ustalments. 

The second instalment, consisting of 
53,419 piculs, with allowances for waste, 
te., 16,365 piculs, was shipped in 70 junks 
nd despatched at the end of February. 

The Memorialist has now received a 
eport concerning the third and last instal- 
aent. This consisted of 110,991 piculs, with 
llowances for waste, etc., 11,839 piculs, 
ud was shipped on board 25 junks which 
ailed in the middle of March. The freight 
as been paid, and the usual precautions 
aken as to obtaining security, registering 
he crews and the like. 

The amount delivered to the China Mer- 
hants Company for carriage to Tientsin is 
ommon rice 210,000 piculs, white rice 
2,000 piculs. Of these 46,600 piculs have 
lready been conveyed to ‘Lientsin, and the 
emainder will be sent as soon as possible. 

The total amount for the year of all 
lasses of rice is 703.200 piculs. The 
Temorialist considers that it has been seut 
ft with creditable quickness. ‘I'he Admiral 
f the Provincial Fleet has been asked to 
‘espatch a steamer to cruise about and see 
hat the junks losa no time by the way, 
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and a similar request has been sent to the 
officers in cammand of the naval squadrons 
along the route, 

April 20th.—No documents of import- 
ance, 

April 21st.—(1) A Decree ordering the 
high authorities in the provinces to see tu 
the efficiency of the Government Courier 
Service. Relays of couriers have been 
established throughout the country and 
allowances for their support made to the 
local authorities. But these latter have 
adopted the habit of pocketing a portion of 
the money paid to them, with the natural 
result that the men and horses employed 
are inferior in quality and insuflicient in 
number; consequently there is often great 
delay in forwarding important documents. 
The high authorities are ordered to ex- 
ercise strict supervision and inflict severa 
punishment whenever they find that 
the full number of men and horses has not 
been provided, or there is any delay in thy 
transinission of government despatches. 

(2) A Decree on the subject of malprac- 
tices in the collection of lein. 

In spite of frequent orders to them to 
present all abuses, the high authorities 
often appvint improper persons as cullecturs 
of ledin, and a vast amount of peculation 
occurs, The treasury is now sv short of. 
funds that it wants every penny collected. 
But unless great care is taken, more than 
half the receipts will be pucketed by tie 
collectors, The points which most particu- 
larly require attention are the appointment 
of fitting persons and frequent examina- 
tion of the oltice accounts. If any cases 
of peculation or oppression are discovered, 
the offendersmust be reported and punished. 
If it ever comes to light that the high 
authorities have been screening their 
subordinates, they, too, will be punished 
without mercy. 

(3, Posthumous honours are decreed to 
the late Kuo Po-yin. This officer entered 
the public service as a Compiler in ‘the 
College of Literature (Han-lin), and rose 
gradually to the rank of Goveruur, serviug 
as such in the provinces of Kiangsu, Kuany- 
si and Hupei. 

(4) ‘The Governor of Shantung asks that 
the Provincidl Government may be alowed 
to bear part of the expense of restoring a 
river embankment in the District of Ning- 
yang, ‘he river Wen rises in the ‘I'su-lai 
Hills, passes through ‘I‘ai-an, and forms 
the boundary of Ning-yang. In winter and 
spring it is a tiny stream, in summer and 
autumn it becomes a raging torrent, xhich 
carries along with it stones and sand. On 
the uorthern bauk the land is of such height 











as to be-frée from danger of floods ; on the 
south protection is required in places, 
particularly in parts of the district between 
Shih-liang K‘ou and Chi-ning. Embank- 
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ments to the length of eight Jc were built. 


along time ago and were repaired, after 
bursting in 1846, at the expense of the 
government. In the year 1866 they were 
strengthened by the people of the surround- 
ing country. Since that time they have 
been gradually deteriorating, and they were 
so much injured by the unusually great 
floods of last-year that they may give way 
at any time. 

The Memorialist has had estimates made 
of the cost of executing repairs. He is 
informed that fifteen sections would have 
to be rebuilt, making a length of 7,386 
feet. The width would be 70 or 80 feet at 
the base, and 18 or 20 feet at the top, the 
height about 20 feet.. There are also three 
breakwaters which require renewing, at 
‘spots where large bays have been formed, 
which are the cause of dangerous whirl- 
pools. The estimated cost of the repairs is 
Tis. 1,163,55. This sum is too large to be 
raised among the local population. It is 
proposed therefore that they should be 
asked to contribute the sum of Tis. 1,100 
odd, the rich giving money and the poor 
labour, that the Magistrates of the Districts 
affected should pay Tis. 2,000, and the 
remaining Tls. 4,000 be taken from. the 
treasury of the Province. Seeing the great 
importance of the work proposed, the 
Memorialist begs to recommend the scheme 
to the favour of His Majesty.—Rescript : 
Granted. Let the Board concerned take 
note. ; a 

(5) A Postscript Memorial by the same 
Governor. 

Last year the District of Li-chéng suffered 
severely from floods caused by the over 
flowing of the Yellow River, the villages 
in the northern part of it being completely 
under water. In the month of August 
money was given for the relief of the 
sufferers. A military graduate named Lou 
Ch‘ing-ch‘un took part in its distribution, 
traversing the whole district and visiting 
every house. When he was on his way home, 
a violent storm arose. The boat, being 
rendered unmanageable by the wind and the 
swiftness of the current, was driven against 
a tree and capsized. The boatmen were 
rescued ; but Lou Ch‘ing-ch‘un, who was 
in the cabin, went down. with the boat and 
_was drowned. The Memorialist humbly 
begs that His Majesty will be pleased to grant 
posthumous honours to the deceased, who 
lost his life under these particularly distress- 
ing circumstances. 7 se Ri? 
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The Rescript directs the Board to report 
what are the fitting honours to be bestowed. 

April 22nd.—(1) A Memorial asking for 
an increase of pay for the troops at Petuna 
in Kirin. Petuna being on the high and 
between Kirin and Tsi-tsi-har, a great deal 
of work devolves on the troops there, who 
are continually employed in conveying trea- 
sure and munitions of war, escorting pri- 
soners and other services ; and of late years 
their work has been largely increased by 
the measures taken for strengthening the 
defences of the northern frontier of the 
Empire. If their pay reached them in full, 
it would be very scanty ; but, small as it is, 
deductions are made from it to furnish 
articles of tribute for the Emperor. 
Indeed, they only receive in actual money 
a little more than 30,000 cash a year, with 
a plot of land which they can let for 80,000 
cash more. The cash which they received 
are computed at the rate of 2,500 per tael. 
In all other parts of the province the 
troops are paid at the rate of 3,000 per tael. 
The change which has been proposed to the 
Memorialist by the General in command, 
and which he now recommends to the Em- 
peror, is that the pay of the Petuna troops 
should be issued like that of those in the rest 
of the province—namely at the rate of 3,000 
cash per tael instead of 2,500 cash.—Re- 
script’: Let the Board concerned consider 
and report. 

(2) A Postscript Memorial by Li Hung- 
chang. In the District City of Ch‘ien-an 
the Temple of the God of War and. the 
Temple of the Tutelary Deity are known 
to be very responsive to prayers. L[Liast 
June when a severe drought threatened to 
destroy the young corn, prayers were offered 
at the temples by the officials and gentry, 
and a refreshing rain fell at once. In 
July, after ten days of heavy rain, the 
water from the mountains came down in 
torrents, and the Luan River rose. to such 
a height that the town was in imminent 
danger. Prayers were again offered, and the 
waters fell immediately. Again, towards 
the end of August the inhabitants were 
terrified by the violence of rain, and once 
more clear weather was granted in answer 
The inhabitants of the 
town now ask that the Emperor will bestow 
a tablet on each of these two Temples. If 
His Majesty be pleased to accede to their 
wishes, the Memorialist will transmit the 
Imperial handwriting to the District Ma- 
gistrate, who will reverently receive it and 
cause the tablets to be carved with all care 
and respect. Such a gift on the-part of 
His Majesty will not only be a recompense 
to the Gods for their protection, ‘but will 
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: also gratify the desire of the people.—Re- 


* script already published. 


(3) Li Hung-chang reports that 300 


. horses are required for remounts for the 
. cavalry and artillery at Shan-hai Kuan The 


brigadier in command states that he has 
sent an officer to buy them at Kalgan or 
Lama Miao, and send them down in small 
lots as soon as they are purchased. The 


«» Memorialist has written to inform the 


| Chahar General, and has instructed the 
: local authorities along the route to see 


that the horses are fed and sent on in 


» safety. He now prays that the Buards 


: concerned may be ordered to issue a pass 


_ for them and to send instructions to the 


: Custom-house at Kalgan not to charge any 


. duty on them. 


April 23rd.—(1) The Governor-General 
of Hunan and Hupei and the Governor of 
Hupei report on certain proposed changes 
in the treatment of prisoners undergoing 
the punishment of penal servitude. 

The Memorialists were some time since 


' informed by the Board of Punishments 


PO AP? 


that the frequent escape of criminals con- 
demned to penal servitude or transporta- 
tion, and the advisability of making certain 


. changes in their treatment had been brought 


to the notice of the Emperor, and the high 


| provincial authorities were desired to 
. furnish a report thereon. It is the opinion 


' care 


of the Memorialists that in the case of 
criminals undergoing short sentences of 


. transportation, it will be enough if the 


local authorities are ordered really to keep 
them guarded and employed. But more 
is required with those. sentenced 


_ to transportation or penal servitude for 
. life, several of whom make their escape 


- every year. 


And this is especially the 
case with those men whose sentences 
were reduced to transportation by the 
Emperor’s clemency in the 7th year of 


his reign (1881). The Memorialists in- 


deed found themselves compelled to frame 
special regulations for the punishment of 
the officials responsible, which were not 
without good effect. They also sent in- 
structions that old and weak prisoners were 


: to be given a trifle to buy food, and the 


- Jabour. Y 
‘tions were exactly in accordance with the 


young and strong were to be set to hard 
These regulations and instruc- 


‘ present proposals of the Board. But in 


Hupei it is not so easy as the Board 
thinks to find hard labour for the con- 
victa. As an ordinary thing there is 
no building of fortifications, digging of 
ditches, or carrying of grain to be done; 


- nor anything else except constructing em- 


 bankments along the great rivers. 


For 
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this work it is the custom to employ the 
labourers of the partioular locality, in 
order to given them a chance of earning 
something ; and it would not be desirable 


/ to bring convicts from other provinces to 


compete with them. The one task which 
remains ia the transportation of treasure ; 
but if this were entrusted to convicts, the 
cost of watching them would be more than 
the value of their labour. 

The Memorialists are of opinion that 
convicts might be advantageously employed 
about the yamens of the authorities into 
whose charge they are given, as chair- 
bearers, umbrella-bearers and the like. 
They might also be lent to the sub-prefects, 
assistant magistrates and other non-terri- 
torial officials. The authorities moreover 
should be required to report the arrival of 
the convicts, the work to which they are 
put, and the pay allowed them. The pay 
will not cause any expense to the Govern- 
ment, as the wages now given to other 
people will be reduced to an equivalent. 
amount. No change need be made as. 
to those who have served a long time and 
saved a little money. It will be merely 
necessary that a careful supervision be 
exercised over them. In all cases the 
convicts should be personally seen by the 
authorities at short intervals. Attention 
must also be paid to the infliction of pun- 
ishment on officials-who permit the escape 
of convicts. It would be well to make a 
distinction in this respect between the 
different classes of criminals. In the case 
of convicts whose crimes show them to 
belong to the dangerous classes, and whose 
escape is likely to be followed by the com- 
mission of fresh crimes, the punishment of 
the officials inculpated should be made 
heavier than it is now. In other cases it 
might remain the same. The local autho- 
rity should also always be held responsible, 


_ whether the convict was directly under his 


charge or had been told off for service at 
another yamen. At the same time, ag 
the punishments are made more severe, 


it might be well to give rewards to 


those authorities, who lose no convicts 
in a whole year, in the same way as 
they are already given to wardens of 
gadis. When penal servitude was in-. 


‘stituted under the Ming dynasty, convicts: 


sentenced to it were employed in the army,, 
and really had to work hard by night and 
day ; so that their punishment was severer 
than transportation for life. But now. 
penal servitude in its ordinary forms is 
just the same as transportation. It would 
therefore be better, as the Board suggests, 
to abolish the ordinary forms of penal 
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servitude, and have nothing between trans- 
portation for life and penal servitude at the 
very furthest frontier. If any one object to 
this chauge in an old established law, it may 
be replied that at the present day convicts 
often make their escape within a few days 
of reaching their destination ; and unless 
some innovation be made, nothing will be 
of any use except depriving of their posts 
those officials who let any man escape. 

Penal servitude was not originally among 
the tive regular forms of punishment. But, 
ws its name denotes, it was a military 
servitude ; perhaps, therefore convicts sen- 
tenced to it, might be handed to the 
military authorities and employed by them 
in the camps. If any escaped, the com- 
missioned and non-commissioned ofticers 
responsible could be punished, as civil 
otticers of the same rank are in similar 
circumstances. ‘Lhe Memorialists also per- 
festly agree with the Bvuard’s suggestion, 
that as Turkestan has now been tranquil- 
lized, couvicts might be sent there as here- 
tofore. 

The Memorial is referred by Rescript to 
the Board of Punishments. 

(2) Postscript Memorial by the Governor 
of Shantung, Last February the Memo- 
rialist reported that he had given instruc- 
tions for the clearing out of the Hsiao 
Ch‘ing River, and had fixed the time by 
which the work should be completed. It 
has now been represented to him that 
about a fourth or fifth of the district is 
still under water, and working in it causes 
a great expenditure of labour in comparison 
with the work accomplished. As the land 
in question is fast drying up, for the sake 
of economy he has consented that the work 
in each locality should be put off till the 
water on the land there has disappeared, 
after which it is to be proceeded with at 
once, 

(3) Postscript Memorial by Li Hung- 
chany. Tsao K‘o-chung, Commander-in- 
Chief of Kansu, was directed by Memo- 
rialist to enlist men for one of the bat- 
talions belonging to Tientsin. He after- 
wards reported that he sent Li Han-ch ‘ing, 
an officer with the complimentary rank of 
General to raise recruits in Cho Chow and 
Hokien Fu. But Li Han-ch‘ing while so 
employed behaved in a swaggering manner, 
and spent large sums of muney for which 
he did not account properly. ‘he Memo- 
rialist therefore ordered Li Han-ch‘ing to 
be recalled. But that officer, instead of 
obeying, tried to screen himself by prefer- 
ring false charges against his superiors. 
For this grave breach of discipliue it is 
requested that he may be cashiered. 
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Rescript: Granted.—Let the Board of 
War take note. 

(4) A Postscript Memorial by the late 
Governor of Kweichow. According to a 
report received from the Magistrate of 
Weng-an, last February two otticers and a 
small detachment of local train-bands were 
patrolling in tho neighbourhood of the 
Chiang-chieh River, when just before night- 
fall a dozen or so of fugitive rebels were 
seen attempting to cross the river. The 
soldiers gave chase, and a fight en- 
sued. One soldier was wounded, fell 
into the water and was drowned. His 
comrades redoubled their efforts, killed the 
rebel leader, and captured one man, Huang 
Wu by name. The rest escaped in the 
darkness by swimming. ‘There was a seal 
discovered upon the prisoner, who said 
that the man killed in the fiyht was 
named Chu, and had been appointed rebel 
Commander-in-Chief by Chu Hung-chu. 
‘The seal was forwarded to the Memorialist 
for inspection. It is made of solid copper, 
of a dark colour, and bears the words 
‘ Seal of the Shih-ch‘ien Prefecture,” with 
the date, 11th year of Yung-lo. Tt is un- 
doubtedly a genuine seal of the Ming 
dynasty, which somehow fell into the 
hands of the rebels, who used it to deceive 
ignorant people. The Memorialist will 
forward the seal to the Board of Cere- 
monies, in order that it may be broken up. 
In a previous Memorial he reported the 
capture and execution of Chu Hung-chu. 
—Rescript: Noted. 

April 24th.—(1) A Memorial by the 
Governor of Kirin. It is now three years 
since a Custom-house was established in 
Kirin for the eollection of duty on cul- 
tivated ginseng shouts and other medicines. 
The time appointed by law has therefore 
arrived for fixing the annual sum to be 
received from the Custom-house. The 
Custum-house receipts however have de- 
creased su much that it is impossible tu 
calculate an averave ; and the Memurialist 
consequently bes that the sum may not be 
fixed till after three years more have 
elapsed. 

du the 7:h year of the reign, the receipts 
were 27,105 strings of a thousand c&sh. 

In the Sth yoar, they were 18,131 strings. 

In the 9th year, they Were 15,678 strings. 

From each of these sums 15 per cent. has 
to be deducted for expenses in collecting. 

Moreover during the three years, the price 
of ginseny shoots has decreased froma bove 
200 cash to 70 or 8 cash per ounce, which 
makes it impussible to hope that the trade 
or the revenue will hecome speedily flourisit- 
ing again.—Referred to the Board. 
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(2) A Postscript Memorial by Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang. Chao Yu-ch‘en, late Prefect of 
Nanking and now Salt Commissioner, 
recently subscribed Tls. 1,000 to the Shan- 
tung famine relief fund. Ou being asked 
what form of reward he would prefer for 
his generosity, he replied that he had not 


_ thought of receiving any recompense ; still 


he begged that a Memorial Arch might be 
erected in honour of his pareuts, who were 


- too poor to follow to any great extent their 
naturally charitable inclinations, and in 


conformity with whose precepts he gave 


; 


request to 


money. The Memorialist recommends the 
His Majesty’s favourable 
attention.—Granted by Rescript. 

April 25th.—(1) A Memorial by Kin-shun 
requesting posthumous honours for K‘orh- 


 mang-a. 


K‘orh-mang-a was a Sibo Tartar settled 
in Ili, with the brevet rank of Major- 
General. He had been many years the 
High Officer in command of the Chahar 
corps in Ili, and was highly distinguished 


for his services in Connection wit them 


and in restoring the Po-lo-ta-la Barrier. 
He had also greatly exerted himself in 
instituting military colonization. When Ili 


_ was given back to China a few years ago, 


longing to the Chahar corps. 


he came there to see about the land be- 
On his re- 
turn home, three days after leaving Po-lo- 
ta-la, he stopped for the night at Sa-morh- 
yen-pu-la-k‘o, where he was assassinated in 
his tent while asleep by a Uighur Mussul- 
man named Pa-larh, who, it may be 
remarked, was captured and punished as he 
deserved. K‘orh-mang-a having perished 


“while on public service in this most un- 
- fortunate manner, the Emperor is requested 


to grant him posthumous honours vf excep- 
tional distinction. —Granted by Rescript. 
26th April.—(1) A Decree. A complaint 
has been presented at the oftice of the Gov- 
ernor of Shun-t‘ien Fu that the people on 
the south shore of the New River are going 
to cut through the embankment on the 
north side, and thus make the water con- 
tinue to flow into the great hollow, and 
those on the north of the Ch‘ing River are 
building dams across it aud stopping the 
tiow of the water, so that it cannot escape. 
Wen-an has long suffered from inunda- 
tions, and the matters alleged are of serious 
importance. Li Hung-chang is ordered to 
consult with the Governor of Shun-t‘ien 
Fu as to what will be the best means of 
draining this tract and preventing flouds. 
(2) A Decree. Ch‘eng Ting-teng pro- 


' poses that the arrears of taxes in the pro- 


_ vince of Chihli from 1872 to 1882 be all re- 
mitted; and that for the future the local 
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authorities be instructed to report any 
general distress immediately it occurs, 
so that the taxes may not be levied.—Let 
the Board of Revenue consider this and 
report upon it. 

(3) A Postscript Memorial by the Go- 
vernor of Hupei. When Governor-General 
of Shensi and Kausuh, Tso Tsung-t‘ang 
borrowed from Chinese and foreign mer- 
chants a sum of Tis. 3 500,000, with interest 
at the rate of 1.25 per cent per month. 
The loan was to be repaid in twelve half- 
yearly instalments by the Canton, Foo- 
chow, Ningpo, Shanghai and Hankow 
Custom-houses. The share of the Han 
kow Custom-house was Tls. 700,000 with 
Tls. 341,415 interest, which sums were to 
be deduced from the subsidy annually 
contributed to the expenses of the Turkes- 
tan war. Ton instalments have been paid, 
and the eleventh instalmeut of Tls. 58,300 
with interest ‘Ils. 8775, total Tls. 67,075 
is now due and ready to be paid. But 
instructions have been received from the 
Board of Revenue to deduct from the 
portion due to the Chinese merchants, the 
amount that Hu Kuang-yung, (the banker 
Hu) is indebted to the Government. ‘The 
Shanghai Custom-house, however, has writ- 
ten to say that Hu Kuang-yung has no 
share in the loan. This indeed only rests 
on Hu Kuang yung’s assertion. But as: 
the Shanghai Custom-house writes that the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank has applied 
for payment of the instalment, and the 
promises made to foreigners ought to be 
kept, the money has been transferred to 
the Shanghai Custom-house in order that 
it may be paid to the Bank as soon as 
the Board’s instructions are received.—Rv- 
script: Let the Board concerned take note. 

(4) Postscript Memorial by the same. 
A Lieutenant Colonel in retirement, named. 
Tang Yung-fa, found his younger brother 
secretly selling the trees on a hill which 
was the common property of the whole 
family. On T‘ang Yung-fu’s attempting to 
prevent the sale. a quarrel commenced 
between them, ending in a fight in which 
the younger brother was killed. As the 
law requires, the Memorialist requests that 
T‘ang Yung-fu may be cashiered so as to 
facilitate his trial for the offence. T‘ang 
Yung-fu served originally in the ranks, 
was promoted for his courage and became 
a captain in 1879. He is nuw in temporary 
retirement waiting for a post of Lieutenant 
Colonel, to which rauk he has been pro- 
muted. 

April 27th.—(1) Sheng-yii, Senior Super- 
visor of Instruction, and a member of the 
Imperiai Clan presents a Memorial. 
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The Memorialist has seen in the Gazette 
a Decree of the Empress ordering the 
Grand Council to consult Prince Chun on 
matters of importance, till the Emperor 
attains his majority. 

He supposes that Her Majesty has found 
that Prince Kung and the late members of 
the Council were not competent to govern 
the country at the present juncture, and 
has therefore appointed other Ministers ; 
and, as these Ministers were new to their 
work she felt compelled to impose this duty 
on Prince Ch‘un, whom she can trust 
implicitly. But the Prince’s relation to the 
Emperor is of such a nature that he ought 
aot to have anything to do with the ad- 
ministration of public affairs ; and that he 
feels this himself is shown by his having 
with most honourable disinterestedness 
resigned all his appointments when the 
present reign commenced. 

The Grand Council is the actual govern- 
ing body in the State. Its members 
are obliged to toil incessantly and are 
exposed to much obloquy. Every member 
of it is the mark of public criticism, and is 
forced, in making and cancelling appoint- 
ments, constantly to incur the hatred of 
‘others. It is to be feared that the Prince 
will suffer in health ; and Her Majesty 
probably will not like to expose him to the 
eproaches of others, though his patriotism 
ds such that he will not regard what any 
one may say. 

A Decree issued in the 4th year of Chia 
‘Ch‘ing distinctly laid down the rule that 
Princes should not be appointed members 
-of the Grand Council, and ordered the re- 
tirement of Prince Ch‘eng, who during an 
unusual press of work had been made tem- 
porarily to take part in the business of 
the Council. His Majesty then reigning 
evidently considered that a Prince of the 
Blood was of too high rank for employment 
as a Minister, that he could neither have 
‘the stimulus.of hopes of promotion, nor 
could he endure to suffer punishment, if he 
were blameworthy. The appointment of 
Prince Kung in recent years was a matter 
of expediency and not of principle ; and 
after all his personal relation to the Throne 
was very different from that of Prince 
‘Ch‘un. 

The Memorialist for these reasons be- 
seeches the Hmpress to withdraw the ap- 
pointment and rely on the zeal of the Grand 
Mouncil, Matters of unusual importance 
might be referred to the whole body of 
Miuiaters and ageneral consensus of opinion 
obtained, which would not fail to be a sure 
ynide. ‘Lhe Prince could embody in a 


or his opinion could be asked in a private | 
audience. His assistance might thus be 
obtained, without his holding any formal 
appointment. 

The Memorialist, being unable to keep 
silence, presents this paper after long and |. 
anxious reflection and with much fear and 
trembling. 

(2) A Memorial by MHsi-chiin, Junior 
Supervisor of Instruction on the same 
subject as the last. 

The Memorialist considers that the ap- | 
pointment of Prince Ch‘un is the result of | 
the Empress’s desire to strengthen the gov- 
ernment and rectify errors ; and he is sure 
that the Prince’s loyalty and energy will 
justify the trust placed in him. 

He remarks that the retirement of the 
Prince at the beginning of the reign not only 
won for him the admiration of all men, but 
was also the cause of his recovering his 
health. It is certain that the Prince will 
show firmness and decision in the present 
moment of difficulty. But on the other 
hand, there is danger that the Grand Coun- | 
cillors may attempt to shift their burden 


’ on to his shoulders, and consult him 


Memorial any advice which he has to offer ; | 
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about everything, forcing him to be 
always in the Council Hall or resort- 
ing themselves to his house, the one 
being wearisome for him, the other un- 
seemly for the government of the coun- 
try. Further if anything be done with 
which fault has to be found, they will 
shelter themselves behind his name; and 
he is too magnanimous to refuse the re- 
sponsibility. ! 

The Memorialist also fears that Censors 
who have the boldness to point out defects 
in the government will not like to say any- 
thing against the Prince, while crowds 
of flatterers, who have their own ends to 
gain, will prevent the truth from reaching 
his ears. Though he will not fall into 
their snares, still by accepting the prof- 
ferred position he will Mave changed from 
his original intention of retirement. For 
these reasons the Empress is prayed to 
withdraw the Decree and only to consult 
the Prince privately.—For reply to this 
and the preceding Memorial, see Decrees 
in Gazette of 14th April. 

(3) A Postscript Memorial by Hsi-yuan. 
The Memorialist has received a communica- 
tion from the Governor of Shéngking, con- 
cerning a certain case of importance which 
the latter had been ordered to try in the 
province of Kirin. The Governor informs 
him of the termination of the case and 
encloses a memorandum of the sentences 
passed. It appears from the memorandum 
that une Ching Pao-cheu, since deceased, 
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ts joint administrator with Liu Wei-chen 
a Government Land Oltice. Liu Wei-chen 
nt Ching Pao chen a thousand strings of 
sh. But Ching Pav-chen, knowing that 
e money was derived frum illegal fees, 
clined to accept it. It was sent to him 
‘aim after he returned to the City, aud 
en he kept it, As Ching Pav-chen is 
sad, no further notice need be taken of 
.n, But orders were given to recover the 
oney from his family. The officer en- 
usted with this duty has reported that 
hing Pao chen has only one wife and 
1e child, the latter blind from birth and 
verefore incapable of earning anything, 
id both absolutely penniless, A search 
. the land registers also shows that Ching 
ao-chen left no lauded property. His 
lations moreover are very poor. Under 
tese circumstances the Memorialist wishes 
» be instructed whether the Emperor 
esires that the restitution of the money be 
iforced or not.—Rescript: The money 
ved not be recovered. Let the Buard 
mecerned take note, 
(4) The Governor of Chekiang reports 
1e despatch of the whole quota uf tribute 
ce furnished by his Proviice for the past 
ar. 

As has already been reported, piculs 
32,100 were despatched on the 20th 
ebruary, , 

Ou the 7th March, there were further 
espatched piculs 98,000 on board forty 
auks, making, with picuts 67,500 shipped 
y steamer, piculs 165,500, the tutak second 
istalment. 

On the 21st March there were also des- 
atched piculs 49,800, on board nineteen 
inks, making, with piculs 42,500 shipped 
y steamer, the third aud last instalment, 
icula 92,400, ‘ 

The total of the three inslaments is 
icule 420,200. It was shipped about 20 
ays earlier than in other years. Rescript : 
luted. 

April 28th.—(1) A Decree. Chang Chih- 
ing reports that K‘uei-ying, Deputy Lieu- 
mant Governor uf Kuei-hua Uh‘eny, is 
uilty of great misconduct in his public 
Apacity. He is perverse and intentionally 
bstructive, and shows partiality in cases 
etween Chinese and Mongols, 

The Military Lieutenant Governor of 
hahar is ordered to enquire intu the truth 
f these charges and furnish a report on 
1e subject. 

(2) Chao Erh-sun presents a Memorial 
questing the Empress to withdraw her 
ecree ordering the Grand Council to con- 
ut Prince Ci‘uu on matters of import- 
nce. 
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The Memorial is very similar to the two 
on the same subject printed iu the Gaze te 
of the day previous. It lays special stress 
on the necessity of the Grand Council's 
not being allowed to shift the responsi- 
bility of its acts on to any other person. 
The Meworialist supposea that the Em- 
press took the step in question, because she 
believed the new members of the Council 
unable tu cope with the difficulties of the 
day, or because this was the ouly means by 
which she could induce them to take office. 
Though the Grand Council is selected 
from among the most distinguished of the 
great men uf the country, who are consi- 
dered most competent to perform its ar- 
duous duties; still the Memorialist is 
certain that if these duties are entrusted to 
the Prince, his unequalled abilities will 
enable him tv steer the nation safely 
through the greatest ditticulties ; and, in 
spite of the feeling ayainst his av doing, his 
relation to the Emperor is such that he can 
not refuse to give his services when ordered. 
But on the other hand hia application at 
the beginning of the present reign to retire 
from all his appointments, as well as the 
Empress’s compliance with his request wilt 
be handed down tu the admiration of ull 
future ages. 

There is the further difficulty that the 
business of the Council cannot be carried on 
in the Prince’s private palace, that the 
Prince cannot frequent the Council Oham- 
ber without becoming an ordinary member 
of the Council, and that if he be given a 
separate oftice in the Imperial Palace, is 
will be ditticult, with two Chambers, to 
preserve the secrecy which affairs of state 
demand. ‘The country has never been 
governed in this manner heretofore, and it 
is impossible that the Prince should really 
be satisfied in his secret heart. When 
perhaps at some future day the Ministers 
of the Council try to shift on to him the 
blame of their shortcomings, his earnest 
efforts to govern the country will wot be 
appreciated throughout the Empire like 
his former desire tur retirement, 

Hitherto the Empress has left the details 
of the administration tu the Grand Council, 
while frequently consulting the Prince and 
preserviny for herself the ultimate decision, 
This system, which has worked so well, is 
practically the same as the new one, except 
that the latter gives the Council an opening 
for shifting its respunsibilily on to the 
Prince. 

The Memorialist therefore heseeches the 
Empress to withdraw her decree. While 
retaining the supreme control m her owa 
hands, let her give the Grand Council the 


practical administration of affairs of state, 
so that its members will recognize their 
responsibility and do their utmost. She 
of course can always demand the advice of 
the Priuce without there being a formal 
order that the Grand Council shall consult 
- him.—For Reply see Gazette of 14th April. 
(3) A Memorial by T‘ang Ch‘iuny, (re- 
cently holding the post of Governur of 
Yunuan ) 


Tuan Yung-chao, who died last year at 
the age uf twenty, was a native of the 
district of K‘un-ming, and obtained the 
Decree of Provincial Graduate at the 
Examination of 1882. In the spring of 
last year he went to Peking for the Metro- 
politan Examination. While thus absent 
from home he heard of the death of his 
father, who held the post of Director of 
Studies at Chao Chou. He at once re- 
turned home with all possible speed, but at 
the sight of his father’s corpse he fainted 
away, and there remained without food or 
drink for three days at the end of which 
he expired. His wife overcome by grief 
his loss attempted to hang herself, but was 
prevented from so doing by members of 
her household. Shortly afterwards she 
succeeded in taking poison and died from 
its effect. 


The Memorialist, who has satisfied him- 
self of the truth of the story, prays that 
the Emperor will be pleased to bestow a 
Memorial Arch in recognition of this case 
of filial and conjugal affection. —Granted 
by Rescript. 


April 29th.—(1) The Governor of Kiang- 
8u reports the sentence passed by him in a 
case of unintentional homicide. ‘he cri- 
minal, whose name is Tao ‘I'sd haiin, is a 
native of Nanking. His father, when in 
command of a body vf volunteers, was 
killed in an encounter with banditti in 
1860. In recognition of his father’s merits 
‘ao Tsé-hsiin was given the hereditary 
rank of Yun-ch‘i-yii; and he was after- 
wards attached to the Governor-General’s 
Brigade in order that he might receive 
inilitary instruction. Wishing to perfect 
himself in rifle-shooting for the monthly 
competition, he was in the habit of 
practising at a target .in a mulberry planta- 
tion which stood iu some waste land in an 
unfrequented spot within the walls. One 
day last October, when he was shooting, 
the deceased and another mau came with 
some donkeys along a neighbouring road. 
One vf the donkeys ran off the road, 
and the deceased, in fullowing it, came into 
the line of tire, and was killed by ‘I'‘av Tsé- 
lisiin, who cuuld not see him for the trees. 
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At the trial of the case it was proved 
that T‘ao ‘I'sé-hsitu had no quarrel with} 
the deceased, and that the act was quite} 
unintentional. The legal punishment for 
accidentally killing anyone by firing a} 
gun in the direction of a town or village is; 
100 blows and transportation to a diatance f 
of 3,000 li. ‘This sentence has been provi-}. 
sionally passed on T'‘ao Tsé-hsiin, and ten 
taels have been exacted from him to pay 
fur the deceased’s funeral. , 

Rescript : Let the Board of Punishments 
consider and report. 


(2) The Governor of Kiangsu furnishes 
a port on the amount of duties collected at |: 
the Yangchow Custum-house during the |. 
past year. 

The total sum collected for the year from 
December 1882 to November 1883, is ‘I'ls. | 
44,113. Ts includes Ts. 2,521, duty }- 
un salt, received by the Huai-an Comp- 
troller and forwarded direct to the In- |. 
spector General of the Grain Transport. 
The remainder, Tis. 41,590, with balance 
from preceding year 'l'ls. 25,066, makes a 
tutal of ‘ls, 66,656, which has been dis- 
posed of as follows :— 


Tis. 
Peking Subsidy ............cessccsssssons 30,000 
Imperial Household for Ginseng 4,000 
Carriage, cost of remitting, etc....... 231 


Balance to be retained till next year. 32,425 





Total......Tls. 66,636 





With the system of issuing Grand Chops 
at present in force, very little money can 
be collected, and not accounted for ; and 
the receipts are slightly higher than in the 
preceding three years. Still tlie amount 
does not come up to the sum fixed by the 
Board. This is to be ascribed to the fact 
that the trade is chiefly carried on in foreign 
steamers, and the goods sent up country 
under transit passes. The receipts of the 
Chinkiang Customs under the latter head 
for the corresponding period amount to 
T'ls. 108,000, which more than covers the 
deficiency. Besides this, trade was injured 
by floods in Shantung and Chihli, and 
grain for the districts which suffered was 
allowed to pass duty free, As the inaufli- 
ciency of the amount is really to be as- 
cribed to the above causes and not to any 
fault on the part of the collectors, the Me- 
morialist prays that according to precedents 
only 15 per cent. of the deficiency may be 
required to made up by the Custom House 
and that no penalties may be inflicted. 


Rescript :—Let the Board of Revenue 
consider aud report, 
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April 30th.—(1) Chi-ko, Military Lieute- 
‘gaut Governor of Je-ho, presents a memo- 
tial describing some extensive river works 
about to be executed at that city. Among 
the operations contemplated are, first, the 
Jeepening and widening of the river for a 
jistance of 17,100 feet ; secondly, building 
»nbankments to keep the water away froin 
she wall of the Imperial Palace, and, fur- 
ther down stream, to protect the official 
buildings and private houses in the town ; 
and finally the construction of a bridge. 
Che contemplated cost is in all something 
over ‘I'ls. 38,000, of which Ts. 3,000 have 
already been forwarded from the Proviucial 
Treasury by the Governor-General, Li 
Hung-chany. Rescript: Noted. 

(1) Li Hung-chang reports the sentence 
passed on a man guilty of the murder of 
his brother and another person. 

_ Li Chin-shih and Li Chiu-yii were two 
brothers belonging to the District of Ch‘i- 
show. A relation of theirs, being without 
shildren, intended to adopt Li Chin-yii as 
son and heir; but, not being satisfied with 
his general conduet, adopted the elder 
brother, Li Chin-shih, instead. Li Chin- 
yi, thus losing the inheritance he had 
axpected, nourished a grudge against his 
oruther, which was heightened by the 
latter’s angry remonstrances against his 
jisorderly manner of life. Finally, Li 
‘Chin-yii determined to kill his brother aud 
‘got possession of his property. A distant 
sonnection, named Yii Mo-tzii, was induced 
oy a promise ,of half the property to join 
“u the commission of the crime. The two 
nen, having enticed Li Chin-shih to a 
onely place, set upon him aud cut his 
throat, after which they returned home, 
Yii Mo-tzii taking the opportunity to rob 
che dead man of his purse. A month after- 
wards, when Yi Mo-tzii happened to be 
way from home, his father went into his 
‘oom to look for something and found the 
ourse belonging to Li Chin-shih. Thinking 
she owner had left it there accidentally in 
lis life-time, he took it to the widow. When 
the heard where it had been found, her 
uspicions were aroused, and she lodged a 
‘omplaint at the Mayistrate’s office. First 
Vii Mo-tzii was arrested, and then Li Chin- 
vi. The latter persisted in denying his 
suilt and tried to induce Yii Mo-tzti to 
wpport him in so doing, but Yii Mo-tzi 
‘efused. Li Chin-yii then determiued to 
all him, and one day when the warders’ 
vacks were turned for an instant, beat out 
us brains with a brick from the stove. 

he sentence passed on Li Chin-yii for 

he two murders is that he be executed at 
nce and be branded on the cheek with the 
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words ‘‘ cruel murderer.” The warder who 
was immediately in charge would have 
been sentenced to transportation for life, 
but he has been reported as since dead.— 
Rescript: Let the Buard of Punishments 
consider and report without delay. 

May 1st.—A Decree. An enquiry is 
ordered to be held at Canton concerning 
the death of Hsii Han-chang, Magistrate 
of Lo-hui. The Police-master of Lo-hui re- 
ported that the deceased magistrate had long 
suffered from liver disease, which caused 
him to put an end to himself by poison. 
The deceased’s son accuses the Director of 
Studies and the Police-master of having 
driven his father to take poison. The case 
is ordered to be investigated at Canton by 
the high authorities of the Province. 

(2) A Decree. Ch‘ang-ching, Colonel of 
the Plain Yellow Bauner at Nanking, has 
been found guilty of retaining for himself 
every year ‘I'ls. 1,000 and more, which | 
ought to have been spent in the purchase 
of horses for the public service. He is 
cashiered, without the possibility of re- 
employment ; and the money embezzled is 
to be recovered from him. ; 

(3) The fifteen soup-kitchens established 
in the five divisions of Peking are to be 
kept open for another month, as many 
persons still resort to them, and it is some 
time before the wheat harvest will be 
gathered. 

(4) A Memorial by the Military Lieut. 
Governor of Orumtsi on the reurganization 
of the official staff in that city. 

The Memorialist finds on enquiry that 
if the government service at Orumtsi were 
re-established on its original footing, the 
officials attached to his own office would 
be much over one hundred; and iu 
addition there are the statis of the high 
officers commanding troops. But, unfor- 
tunately, since the war there has been a 
great want of men. On the two frontiers 
in several ysars only 300 Manchus have 
been collected together, half of whom 
have merely a military education, while 
the other half are engaged as agricultural 
colonists, and know but little of letters. 
There is a great deal of official work to be 
done, which is increased by the com- 
mercial relations now existing with Russia. 
If officials are sent from Peking, there 
is no means of rewarding them, as the 
expense prevents their being sent back, 
on the completion of their term of three 
years, to receive permanent appointments 
at Peking ; and all the Sub-prefectures and 
Magistracies in the New Dominion are 
filled up from the staff of the Supreme 
Guvernor, In the want therefore of Chinese 
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or Manchu candidates of sutticient educa- 
tion, Memorialist can ouly propose to em- 
ploy the most intelligent and trustworthy 
civil or military ofticers from his own staff 
Moreover, seeing the difficulty both of 
attracting suitable persons and of retaining 
them afterwards, he proposes to allot to 
them the same allowances as are given to 
military officers of corresponding rank, 'oge, 
ther with such extra pay as will enable 
them to live. To the Memorigl is appended 
a list of the appointments to be made and 
pay to be given.—Referred tu the Board 
by Rescript. 

(5) A Postscript Memorial by the Gover- 
nor of Hunan. 

The troops now forming the defensive 
force of Huan were partly raised for home 
servico and partly for service in other 
Provinces, whence they have returned, the 
result being that there are differences in 
their pay, drill and numbers, ‘The Memo- 
rialist therefore proposes to reorganize 
them ontirely, dividing the whole into 
Five Brigades, which will fourm the Front, 
Rear, Coutre, Right, aud Left Brigades 
of the Governor’s Division. They will 
be completely assimilated, excepting that 
there will be distinctions in their uniforms 
to mark the different brigades. One body 
of men being at present in Canton cannot 
be re-organized till its return.—Rescript : 
Let the Board concerned take note. 


May 2ud.—(1) A Decree noting that Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang reports having sent a uumber 
of rifles to ‘I's‘en Yii-ying’s army in the 
field. 

(2) The Governor of Fukien reports the 
death of Kuo Po-yiu, formerly Governor 
of Hupei, aud recently living in retirement 
at Fouchow. The deceased commenced his 
career as a member of the Han-lin college, 
aud served under four Emperors. Since 
his retirement he has been held in high esteem 
by the inhabitants of Fouchow, where he 
was President of a Colleve. Ou his death- 
bed he indited a memorial to the Kumperor, 
which his son handed to the present Memo- 
rlalist,; who now begs tu forward it.—Re- 

script already issued. 

(3) A Memorial by Tso Tsuny-tang, The 
appointment of Protect at Suugkiang has 
how become vacant by the removal of the 
oflicer lately acting there. Lhe post is both 
laborious aud troublesome ; and the Memp- 
rialist is recommended ta reappoint on 
probation the real Prefect of the place, 
Po Jun, who was withdrawn before the 
Jate Actine Prefect went there, and since 
thou has shew lepenteuce and energy, 
bicweviaist bas ascerdinely given the ue- 
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cessary orders to the Commissioner of 
Finance.—Rescript : noted. : 

(4) The Governor of Shantung presents}: 
a Memorial stating that he has received}: 
charitable donations, to the amount off. 
Ts. 1,000 each, from five officials, in every 
case the gift being made by the directions 
of the donor’s parents, living or since 
deceased. A widow lady of distinguished 
reputation has also contributed the same 
sum, The Memorialist begs that Memorialf, 
Arches may be bestowed in reward for}: 
the liberality thus displayed.—Granted by 
Rescript. 


(5) The same Memorialist reports the 
gift by the Magistrate of Hain-ch‘eny of 
48,206 pounds of hemp to be used in the 
construction of embankments during the 
floods. ‘lhe money value of the gift is os- 
timated at Tis. 2,800. The Mayistrate is 
an expectant Sub-prefect, and the Memo. 
rialist therefore begs that he may be given 
the honorary rank of Prefect, that beiny 
the reward tu which he is entitled by the 
regulations.—Rescript : Let the Board uf 
Revenue consider and report. 


May 3rd.—{1) A Decree. At the request 
of Li Hung-chang, the Governor of Shan- 
tung is ordered to repair the banks of tlie 
Grand Caual in the District of I'6 chow. 
He is to provide funds at once, apppoint 
competent officers, and tuke care that the 
most important works are completed befury 
the summer floods. 


(2) A Decree. Tso Tsung-t‘ang reports 
that his eyes are better, and he is fit for 
service again.  ‘I'so was alluwed to give 
up his post at Nanking at his own request 
on account of his health. ‘The Emperor is 
delighted to hear that he is better, and 
summons him to Peking to have audience. 


(3) A Decree. In order to diminish the 
the volume of water in the Yellow River, 
it has been proposed to cut a branch chan- 
nel from Ch‘ang-ch‘ing to the Ma-chis 
River, and so to the sea. Li Hung-chan: 
reports that this understaking would be 
ditticult to accomplish and injurious to the 
surrounding country. He finds that the 
length of the canal would be 200 li, anc 
for three fourths of the distance the land 
of private owners would have to be apprv- 
priated for it; moreover the people of the 
district are strongly opposed to it, The 
Emperor would not shrink from spendin: 
immense sums, if they would effect any 
good. But the opinions of the Governer 
General of Chihli and the Governor otf 
Shantung having been forcibly given ayainst 
the scheme, it need not be further con: 
sidered, 
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(4) A Decree. Li Hung-chang reports 
that a case of treasure, quutaining three 
thousand taels, on its way from Wei-chow 
to the Provincial ‘Treasury, was stulen frum 
an inn in the suburbs of An-au. 

The Sub-prefect of Wei-chow is to be 
punished for putting the money into the 
charge of persons who did not take care of 
it, and the Temporarily Acting Magistrate 
of Ap-su is likewise to be punished for not 
protecting it. ‘They will also bear the loss 
between them. The latter alleges that the 
treasure was taken to an inn because the 
late Mayistrate would not allow money 
en ruwte to be put into his treasury. If 
this be the case, the late Magistrate is to 
bear an equal share of the luss, aud is tu be 
reported for punishment. 

(5) A Memorial by the Governor of 
Shantung replying tu certain complaints 
lodged at Peking ayainst him. Ics was 
alleged that a certain grand embankment, 
which he is constructing in the vicinity of 
the Yellow River, is of no use, that the 
people set to work on it are made to sufler 
great hardships, and that the private em- 
bankments are neglected. In proof of the 
utility of the embankment, the Memorialist 
states that two embankments of a similar 
kind, onein Honan and oneinShantung, have 
lasted several hundred years, and another 
constructed eight years ago has proved a 
great success. Secondly, aa regards the 
workmen, he cannot believe in the hard- 
ships, concerning which no complaint has 
been made locally. It was necessary to 
employ the people of the neighbourhood, 
as the introduction of strangers would have 
caused quarrels. The labour given hag all 
been paid for instantly, and the under- 
taking has done duty as relief works. 
It was necessary that the men engaged 
should be under the orders of ofticial 
superintendents. If they had been allowed 
to do as they liked, they would’ merely 
have piled up mounds of earth, which 
would have been of no sort of govd, 
and would have wasted immense sums 
of public money, Lastly it was impos- 
sible for him to ocoupy himself with the 
private embankments at the same time as 
the grand one. But before commencing 
the latter, he gave ordera to repair the 
private ones where it was most needful, 
aud he would now very svon be able to 
give his attention to them again. —Rescript: 
Let the Buard concerned take note, 

(6) Tso Tsung-t‘ang presents a Memorial 
reporting the déspatch of the grain tribute 
from the northern Prefectures of Kiaug-su 
by the Grand Canal. The total amount 
out is piculs 103,377. The boats started 
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in two fleets on the 22nd and 25th of March. 
There was great difficulty in hiring boat- 
men, as they were much afraid of the 


voyage. 

(7) A Memorial by T‘ang Ch‘iung pro- 
posing certain alterations in the rules for 
working copper mines in Yunnan. 

The Memorialist, having received the 
orders of the Emperor to take this matter 
in hand, as hehas already repurted, first sent 
officers to Shanghai and Canton to encourage 
the formation of a copper mining company. 
Under the old system the workers of the 
mines were bound to sell to the Government 
80 per cent. of their out-turn, at a price vary- 
ing according to locality from 6 tu 8 taels per 
hundred catties. ‘The remainder they could | 
dispose of as they wished. Before the war, 
when labour was plentiful and food cheap, 
they only got about the same price for 
that sold privately as they did for that 
taken by the Government. The out-turn 
then was very large, being over twenty- 
four million catties aunually, of which 
twenty millions went to Peking and the 
Provincial Governments, But after the war 
labour having become extremely scarce and 
dear, the price for private copper rose to 
18 or 19 taels, while the Government in 
spite of slight augmentations in its rate 
gave less than half this sum. The conse- 
quence was that honest men retired from 
the business, which was only carried on by 
rogues, who compensated themselves by 
awuggling, and the amount available for 
Peking became smaller every year. At the 
present moment there is a commercial crisis 
in Shanghai, and merchants are unwilling 
to invest their money unless they have a 
prospect of unusually large profits. The 
Memorislist is therefore afraid that it is 
useless to ask them to form a company for 
Yiiunan, if they have to sell eight-tenths 
of their copper at a fixed low rate. He 
therefure proposes that the Government 
should only take the amount fixed by regu- 
Jation, and the Company should have leave 
to dispuse of the rest, as. it likes, no matter 
what the proportion may be. 

In encouraging the formation of a Com- 
pany, the principal object is to obtain a 
Jocal revenue for Yiinnau, which has long 
depended on subsidies from other pro- 
viuces, and now has the additional expense 
of an extraurdinavy army of 10,000 men. 
The Memorialist proposes that a customs 
duty of one tael and a lekin of fifty cents 
per hundred catties be levied on red copper, 
and two taels and one tael on white copper. 
But, as it will be impossible for Yunnan 
copper to makes its way into other 
provinces, if it is taxed at every barrier 


it passes, Memorialist beys that the 
authorities in other parts of the Empire 
may be ordered not to levy any charges on 
it.—Referred by Rescript to the Board of 
Revenue. 


(8) A Postscript Memorial by the same. 
According to law all copper is subject to a 
customs duty of ten per cent paid in kind ; 
but this duty has been remitted for some 
years past. The time during which the 
remission was to last will expire at the end 
of the present year. The Memorialist begs 
that it may be extended over another three 
years, to give a more favourable chance to 
the merchants, who are now invited to 
form a company.—Reascript: Noted. 

(9) A Postscript Memorial by the same 
Governor reports a defalcation on the part 
of Lin Hsi, late wei-yuan in charge of 
copper for Peking at Po.sé. 

When Lin Hsi handed over the copper 
in his charge to his successor, 14,300 catties 
were found to be missing. He excused 
himself for this by saying he was ill when 
the copper was elghed in, and he fears 
the boatmen must have stolen some; and 
he further begged for leave to go home and 
make arrangements for refunding the value. 
The Memorialist would not allow him to 
go, but gave him two months in which to 
make wp the deficiency. A year has now 
elapsed, in which he has only restored 
3,000 catties ; and he has finally gone home 
without reporting his intended departure. 
As his home is in Hsiang-shan, it is re- 
quested that the Canton authorities may 
arrest him and send him back to Yunnan 
for trial.—Rescript already published. 


May 4th.—(1) A Decree. Chang K‘ai- 
sung reports the suppression of a rising in 
Wu-ch‘uan of Kwei-chow. The rebel strong- 
hold was burnt, several rebels killed, and 
their leader taken and executed.” The 
Colonel in command of the troops engaged, 
Chang Lien-ch‘ih, is promoted, and post- 
humous honours granted to those of his 
men who were killed. 

May 5th.—(4) Fu-k‘uan presents a 
Memorial reporting the capture of a large 
gang of robbers, who committed several 
burglaries in the suburbs of Peking at the 
beginning of the present year. The rob- 
bers were fully armed and on one occasion 
frightened away the neighbours, who came 
to the rescue, by threatening to fire on 
them. In addition to the men who actually 
perpetated the robberies, are some wheel- 
barrow men, who were engaged to take 
charge of the plunder obtained. They have 
all been handed over to the Board of 
Punishments to be rigorously examined. 
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May 6+h.—(1) Memorials and Postscripts 
by Shang-hsien complaining of the mis- 


government of the Province of Feng-t‘ien. F 
The Memorialist accuses the whole body f 
of officials in the province of idleness, § 


bribe-taking, extortion and cruelty. ‘The 


very low point to which the administration | 


has sunk, he ascribes to the ill-health of 
the Provincial Governor Ch‘ung-ch‘i, and 


the stupidity and greed of Sung-lin the 


Governor of Moukden, 
On the last occasion of sending the Im- 
perial Family Record to Moukden, the local 


authorities made it an excuse to extort} 


countless sums of money from the people, 


with which they bribed their superiors. } 
One Magistrate was too honest to do this, |: 


aud consequently was shamefully treated 
by Sung-lin. 
men of position in various towns reported 
to Sung-lin the general extortion which was 
being practised, he paid no attention to 
them. It is the custom also for the Magis. 


trates to pay illegal fees to the Governor of |: 
Moukden, the Tao-t‘ai, and the local Board |: 


of Punishments. In more than one in- 
stance the Magistrate has found himself 
obliged to take these fees from the public 
funds in his charge, and when transferred 
to another post, to take money from his uew 
treasury to make up the deficiency in the 
old, till finally he has been detected and 
punished. 

The Memorialist has further heard of a 
Taotai who exturted Tly. 4,000 from a 
single litigant, and of another, the East 
Frontier Taotai, who levied duty on every 
single fowl and piece of cluth, till the 
shupkeepers of Feng-huang were so haras- 
sed that two-thirds of them gave up busi- 
ness. Also, the late Magistrate of Ch ‘eng- 
té only held two sittings of his Court in 
two years, though there were a hundred 
cases waiting to be heard ; and in the ap- 
pointment which he now holds, he is again 
doing the same thing ; while his superiors 
take no notice whatever of his meylect of 
duty. 

The Memorialist is afraid that the mis- 
government of the country may result in 
a rebellion, and suggests the despatch of a 
High Commissiover to restore order. The 
Memorialist also mentions an official in the 
Board of Punishments, wlro has extorted 
more than ten thousand taels from prisoners 
and litigants, and who even took possession 
of another man’s house, which he wished 
to turn into a distillery, and, on the owner's 
objecting, kept him in private confinement. 
He is also informed that the Magistrate of 
Chfeng-té does not carry out the law re- 
quiring him to put, female witnesses and 





In like manner when gentle- |- 
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ytisoners into the charge of women who 
vill be responsible for them, but allows 
roung girls aud women of perfect respect- 
ybility to be locked up by the common 
jaolers, who thus have them cumpletely in 
heir power. 

May Zth.—(1) Memorial by Yo-ch‘i, 
Juperintendent of Custums at Kalyan, 

‘The Memorialist reports thac the Cus- 
ous duties cullected at Kalyan, for the 
jear to March 1883, amouut to ‘T's, 35,920 
wid cash, 3,151 strings, and states in detail 
what has been done with these, sums. 

(2) Postscript Memorial by Kuei-lsiang. 
(u consequence of the distress prevailing 
wong fuur banners of the Khalkha Mon- 
gula, it is impossible fur them to per- 
orm the official services devolving upon 
shem, or to pay the debts they owe to mer- 
chants and traders. As such mutters as 
these are regulated by the Captains-General 
of the banners, the Memorialist requests 
that they may be instructed, though the 
Military Governor of Uliasutai, to hold a 
meeting aud determine what remission or 
postponement is necessary in each case and 
report the conclusion they arrive at, for 
the decision of the Ewperor.—Rescript : 
It is noted. Let the Memorialists cum- 
municate with the Military Guvernor of 
Uliasutai, who will carefully consider the 
whole question and report on it, 

May 8th.—(1) A Decree. Wu Ta-ch‘en 


(PEAR). Commissioner of the Office 


ut Lranusuussion, is appuinted Juint Super- 
intendent for the Northern Sea. 


Ch‘en Pao-chen US Seu’) Sub-Chan- 


cellor of the Grand Secretariat, is appointed 
Juint Superintendent fur the Southern Sea. 


Chang P‘ei-lun OE DAS@), Expositor 


of the Han-lin, is appuinted Jviut Superin- 
tendent for the Fukien cvuast. 

All these ofticers are granted the right of 
‘addressing the throne direct. 

(2) A Decree. Pien Pao-ti reports that 
‘Eu-tien, now deceased, and formerly Prefect 
vf Haianyg-yang in Hupei, left a deticit in 
his granaries of 3,300 piculs of cice, which 
were not replaced by his family before 
teturning home, ‘The Manchu Lieutenant 
General of the Burdered Yellow Bauner, 
tu which the deceased belonged, is ordered 
so recover from hia family the value of the 
fice im money aud remit it to Hupei. If 
the full sum be not paid as ordered, the 
‘Lieutenant General will proceed to attach 
aid cuntiscate the whule property of the 
‘amily, ; 

(3) A Memorial by Tséng P‘u-ch‘i 
severely censuring Ch‘éu Péu-chih, ‘Taotai 
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of the East Frontier Circuit in Province of 
Feng-t‘ien, (Sheng-ching.) 

In the Memorialist’s opinion the people 
of Sheng-ching are naturally simple, loyal, 
and easily governed. If they ure ever to 
be accused of lawlessnes, it is the fault of 
the ofticiala who misgovern them. Even 
in the Memorialist’s younger days nine- 
tenths of the officials were incapable and 
corrupt ; but still they only preyed on 
rich people and litigants. Now-a-days they 
are so voracious, that no one is poor 
enough or inoffensive enough to escape 
them; and must outrageous of all is Ché 
Pén-chih. 

This man was a native of Szechuan and 
a Master of Arts. He became Magistrate 
of Je-ho, whence he was transferred to 
Shéng-ching, leaving an evil reputation 
behind him, By the ill-judged favour of 
his superiors he was promoted to the rank 
of Taotai and obtained his present appoint- 
ment. It thus fell to his lot to superintend 
the colonization aud taxation of the new 
country, which for a time gave him oppor- 
tunities of illegally amassing vast suis. 
‘Then came the collection of duties on goods, 
Here no person and nothing could escape. 
Rich and poor, merchant and huckster, all 
suffered alike. ‘he corn paid duty once 
as corn, then it was ground, and paid as 
flour. A merchant paid lo-ts duty on his 
goods and sold them. Then there was a 
duty on the sale, and then the new owner 
paid lo-ti duty again. It was only when 
the guods had reached the final consumer 
and paid once in his hands that they were 
free. In addition there werd fees or duties 
on the bushels or scales that measured 
them, the carts that carried them, and the: 
shop-fronts where they were sold, ‘The 
commonest articles, the humblest neces- 
saries, all alike were charged. It came to 
be a saying that a baby must be reported 
for taxation within seven days from its 
birth.. The barriers were set up on every 
road, and were managed by members of 
the ‘lavtai’s family, who found means to 
enrich themselves as well as him. The 
customs officers were assisted by soldiers, 
who scoured the country extorting money 
on every pretext, ‘the Taotai made an 
aunual revenue by a charge for renewing, 
the thorns on the prison wails, and amassed 
a fortune under the pretence of suppres- 
sing ‘‘time bargains.” He bought siver 
at the Government rate, and then forced 
merchants to take it back at the mer- 
cantile rate which was higher. The 
result of his administration has been to 
depopulate the country more than the 
miuunted robbers ever did. Having charge: 
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of the Corean Custom-house, he secretly 
increased the rates and then pretended he 
could not collect the same amuunt as 
formerly. A few years ago he was entrust- 
ed with Tis. 150,000 for the purchase of 
ships and munitions of war. Some say 
he stole the whole of it, others that he only 
stole a part. 

The Memorialist cannot acquit Ch‘ung- 
ch‘i, the Governor of the Province, of 
responsibility for the misdeeds of Ch‘én 
Pén-chih. Though a man of perfect pro- 
bity, the Governor has always failed to 
keep proper coutrol over his subordinates ; 
in consequence of which every Government 
under taking that has been commenced under 
hisrulehas proved a complete failure. Sung- 
lin, the Governor of the city of Moukden, 18 
guilty of the same negligence as Ch‘ung- 
chi, and in addition. is exceedingly corrupt 
and avaricious, In filling appointments 
and in his treatment of subordinate officers, 
he is entirely guided by the value of the 
quarterly presents they make him, Ch‘én 
Péu-chih, therefore, through the incapacity 
of one of his superiors and the corruptness 
of the other, has been left free to make 
himself and them together the objecta of 
general execration, Moreover, this has 
Jiappened at » time when the colonization 
of the frontier required that everything 
should be done which would encourage the 
presence of farmers and merchants, inatead 
of repelling them by unbearable oppression, 

The Memorialist humbly prays the Em- 
peror to despatch some high officer, of 
marked honesty, ability and energy, as 
Commissioner to enquire into the charges 
made-against Ch‘én Pén-chih, 

The same Meimorialist presents a list of 
charges against ‘I's0 Pao-kuei, an officer of 
the rank of Major at Moukden. 

‘'so Pao-kuei is accused, first, of arrogat- 
ing the position and dignity uf an officer of 
the highest rank. 

Secondly, he has managed to obtain 
liberty of access to the Governor at all 
hours, and on the strength of this takes 
presents under the pretence that the Gover- 
nor gives away appointments on his recom- 
mendation, 

Thirdly, he carries on the practice of 
drawing pay for soldiers who exist only on 
paper. He keeps a supply of uniforms, in 
which he dresses up camp followers and 
outsiders to be counted on inspection 
day. . 

Further, if there be any popular com- 
motion, under pretence of suppressing it, 
he seizes men who have money and inflicts 
corporat punishment on them till they 
satisfy his demands. So, if any gambling 
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case, or quarrel, or the like happens, though 
as a military ofticer he is not concerned 
with it at all, he carries off the parties to 
his residence and extorts hush-money from 
them. Again, under the pretence of patrol- 
ling the country, he quarters bodies of his 
men in the villages, to harass the country 
people, till he receives a present to take 
them elsewhere. Alsv, he obtains lucra- 
tive appointments for his private friends, 
sharing with them the profits which they 
make. These protegés are all worthless char- 
acters ; and one in particular, who has 
become famous for the hatred he has iu- 
curred by his oppression, is a man of low 
origin belonging to Moukden and therefore 
legally incapable of holding any appuint- 
tient, 

Tue Memorialist affirms that he has not 
recounted one-tenth of the accusations he 
has heard, and begs that an enquiry may 
be made into the conduct of ‘Tsu Pao-kuei. 

In a Decree published in the Guzette of 
April 14th it is wotified that a High Com- 
missioner was sent to enquire into the 
complaints made in these two Memorials 
against Ch‘éu Pén-chih and ‘I'so Pav-kuei. 
As the Commissioner finds that there is no 
truth in any of the charges, there will be 
no farther notice taken of them, 

May 9th.—No documents of importance. 

May 10th.—(1) A Memorial by Hsii- 
t‘ung and Hasiien Yiin-sheng, who had been 
despatched to Moukden to investigate cer- 
tain charges recently inake with reference 
to the transmission from Peking of the 
Imperial Family Record, which takes place 
once every ten years. ‘The local authorities 
were accused of extorting sums from the 
people infinitely larger than the transmis- 
sion could require, and dividing the surplus 
between themselves and their superior 
otticers, 

The Memorialists, having enquired into 
the apecitic charges made against individual 
officers, tind that they are all untrue.  Suill 
they are opinion that it cannot be without 
some cause that the people of the Province, 
who pay all customs duties and Ickin so 
honestly and willingly, show such a great 
disinclination to contribute what is re- 
quired from them on the occasion of a 
grand ceremonial performance. ‘This un- 
willingness, in the Memorialists’ opinion, 
must be attributed partly to the poverty 
of the people and partly to the conduct of 
the mandarins, It is to be feared that the 
officials are not all equally upright, and 
some of them avail themselves of the occa- 
sion to exact contributions in excess of the 
lawfal amount. The Yamen underlings of 
course imitate their superiors, aud couut- 
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iess instances of extortion and persecution 
scour. The only way to give the people 
the relief they absolutely require, is to 
diminish for the future the sum they can be 
called upon to contribute. As the Board 
of Works now allows a larger sum than 
formerly to be charged to the Government 
under this head, the amount collected from 
the people might at any rate be reduced to 
an equivalent extent. The Memorialists 
therefore propose that for the future the 
popular contribution be fixed at half what 
it was on the last occasion ; and that a noti- 
fication to this effect be published by the 
Provincial Governor. Any officials who levy 
money in excess of the legal sum will of 
course be severely punished. It may be 
urged that the expense of entertaining the 
hivh officials in charge of the Records 
with their trains of subalterns, servants, 
aud chair-bearers will be too great for the 
local authorities along the route. The 
Memorialists therefore beg that the said 
high officials may be reminded by a Decree 
of the standing orders to the effect that 
they are to perform theirduty witheconomy, 
and take care that no one in their train 
extorta presents or occasions any trouble. 

Lastly the Memorialists apprehend that, 
when the time arrives, the Board of Works 
will take into consideration the length of 
road and other causes of expense in each 
District and signify to the respective Magis- 
trates the sums they will be allowed to 
charge to Government.—Rescript already 
issued. : 

May 11th (1).—A Decree. T‘u Jen-shon 

complains of the existence of great abuses 
in connection with the collection of the 
grain-tax in the Province of Hupei. These 
abuses were checked for some years by 
regulations issued in the reign of Hsien 
Feng, but have since then gradually crept 
in again. When the time for the payment 
ofthe tax arrives, the runners distribute 
tax forms among the farmers, and exact 
from each of them a fee of some hundred 
or even some thousand cash. The treasury 
clerks not only overstate the sums due, 
but also add charges for carriage, banking 
and the like. They also fail to issue re- 
ceipts promptly, so that the farmers have 
to submit to loss of time and sometimes 
are even called upon to pay twice. 

The high authorities of the Province are 
now ordered to see that the Magistrates 
put a stop to these practices. Every tax- 
payer is to be furnished with a simple 
aud intelligible statement of what he 
owes. He will hand in the statement 
when he pays the tax, and receive a receipt 
lu return, The custom of sending runners 
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to remind the farmers that the tax is due, 
is to be discouraged as much as possible. 

Further, as it is to be feared that these 
abuses are not confined to Hupei, the 
instructions now given are to apply to all 
the Provinces in the Empire. 

(2) A Decree. Ch‘ung-chih, Brigadier- 
General at Liang-chow, accused Major 
Hsiang-yuan and others of embezzling 
soldiers’ pay, and the Governor General, 
T‘an Chung-lin, was ordered to inquire 
into the case. He now reports that Hsiang- 
yuan has accused Colonel Narh-ch‘un-pu 
of subserviency to Ch‘ung-chih and issuing 
his pay and allowances at the old rate 
instead of the new half rate, and of insti- 
gating him to suspend Asiany-yuan and 
his friends. The Governor General fur- 
ther states that Ch‘ung-chih drinks, gives 
way to his temper, and has made himself 
hated at Liang-chow. All these charges 
are to be carefully investigated by the 
Governor General, and Ch‘ung-chih is to 
be suspended in the mean time. 

The Governor General further mentions 
that Ch‘ung-chih called upon the Magis- 
trate of Chan-fan to supply a quantity of 
grain, which should have been furnished 
in 1867 or 1868. That he has collected 
these arrears after so many years is in 
itself highly suspicious; and the proba- 
bility that there was some fraudulent 
collusion between Ch‘ung-chih and the 
Magistrate is increased by the fact that the 
money value of the arrears was given 
instead of then being furnished in kind. 
This matter is also to be carefully sifted. 

(3) Tso Tsung-t‘ang requests that a Me- 
morial Arch may be granted to a lady who 
died a few months ago. The deceased was 
mother of an officer in the service of the 
Memorialist, and lived in one family with 
her descendants, namely four sons, eight 
grandsons, six great grandsons, and two 
great grandsons. ‘The lady is spoken of in 
the Memorial as having reached the age of 
one hundred ; but in another part of it 
the year of her birth is given as 1790. Re- 
script: Let the Board of Ceremonies re- 
port on this. 

(4) Tso Tsung-t‘ang presents a Memorial 
praying that handsome rewards may be 
bestowed on the most worthy of the civil 
and military officers recently employed by 
him in certain public works in the neigh- 
bourhood of Nanking. 

The most important of these works are 
those at Chu-chia Shan, which were i.- 
spected and found satisfactory soon a:icr 
their completion last March. The three 
Districts in Anhui of Ch‘a Chow, Lai-an 
and Ch‘tian-chiao are surrounded by a 


70 


[May 11—12. 








circle of hills, of which they receive all 
the drainage together with a stream 
from ‘Ting-yuan and Ho-fei. Uniting 
together, the various streams flow past 
Liu-ho and reach the Yangtsze after a 
circuitous course of over 200 li. After 
heavy rains the channel is not large enough 
to carry off the flood water, and the low- 
lying rice fields are frequently flooded. In 
several previous reigus the question has 
been considered of cutting a short and 
direct channel through Chu-chia Shan to 
the Yang-tsze, but the magnitude of the 
work has deterred every one from attempt- 
ing it. The iate Governor-General Shen 
Pao-chen attempted it, but the officer in 
charge was called away and the work 
abandoned, before much had been done. 
The great difficulty in the work consisted in 
cutting a channel 250 feet deep through 
the heart of the hill, where the stone formed 
an impenetrable iron-like mass, This was 
accumpiished by soldiers and other work- 
men, who were skilled in the use of gun- 
cotton, with which they blasted the rocks. 
A further difficulty was that the land 
beyond the hill near Heiian-hua Ch‘iao 
was full of villages and graves. This was 
successfully surmounted by cutting a canal 
which avoided the populous district en- 
tirely. The whole undertaking was com- 
pleted in two years from its commence- 
ment. 

The second great works were connected 
with the Ch‘ih-shan Lake, and were com- 
pleted a year ago. The lake is in the 
Chii-yang district and receives the water 
from the Mao-shan.’ As the bed of the 
lake was high and the neighbouring em- 
bankments weak, there were frequent com- 
plaints of floods in wet weather and of 
want of water in time of drought. The Me- 
morialist strengthened the embankments, 
widened and deepened the channels, and 
repaired the bridges and locks. 

Besides these great works the Memorialist 
mentions several small undertakings suc- 
cessfully carried out by him in the neigh- 
bourhood of Nanking. He further states 
that at Chu-chia Shan there were 3,315,190 
fang of earth and 256,200 fang of stone 
moved. (One fang=100 cubic Chinese feet). 
At the Ch‘ih-shan Lake there were 175,880 
fang of earth ; in the various other works 
325,000 fang of earth. The total cost of 
all the works was Tls. 366,690. The 
Memorialist considers this sum which in- 
cludes the food and gratuities for the 
soldiers pay of workmen, materials and 
everything, to be extremely small.—It was 
principally provided from accumulations 
of the salt tax, without which the under- 
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taking could not have been accomplished. 
The work was extremely laborious and all 
concerned deservegreatcredit. The blasting 
of gun-cotton in particular was as danger- 
ous as actual warfare. The Memorialist | 
was permitted last year to recommend for 
rewards the officers engaged in repairing 
the Grand Canal, and he considers the ser- 
vices rendered in the present instance to 

be still more meritorious. | 

Rescript : Granted ; but the recom- 
mendations must be made with discrimina.- |- 
tion. 
May 12th.—(1) A Decree ordering ser- } 
vices of prayer for rain to be held at the 
various State Temples in the metropolis 
upon the 15th inst. His Majesty will burn 
incense at the Ta Kao Tien. 

(2) The remainder of this day’s issue is 
occupied with a continuation of the report 
of Hsii T‘ung and his colleague into the 
alleged abuses in the Féng-t‘ien Province, 
which have already been noticed in decrees 
earlier issued. One of the two reports in 
this present issue considers a charge brought 
against the magistrate of the Ch‘éng-té 
District of allowing gross immoralities to 
be practised in the women’s prison, it was 
said, women concerned in the pettiest of 
cases were thrust without the option of 
bail, and there left to the tender mercy of 
the underlings, who subjected them to 
every insult and indignity, regardless of 
their respectability or otherwise. The 
Memorialists having referred to the present 
incumbent of the mazistrary for informa- 
tion, who being newly arrived had no object 
in being reticent as to the acts of his 
predecessor, find that the charge is untrue. 
All women concerned in petty cases to 
whom no penalty is attachable are iu- 
variably given bail until the case comes on 
for hearing. ‘Tlfre is a separate prison 
for women under the charge of two warders 
which is inspected morning and evening 
by the jail warden, and not, as was 
alleged, closed at any hour of the night by 
some underling of the magistrate. There 
was, further, a separate house of detention 
for women awaiting trial, likewise uuder 
the charge of two female warders, which, 
as in the case of the women’s prison, was 
inspected morning and evening by the 
warden. The correctness of these parti- 
culars was verified by separate enquiries. 

In the same paper the Memorialists pro- 
ceed to cousider certain charges against a 
Secretary in the Board of Punishments at 
Moukden, whose money dealings and extor- 
tions had been cited by the denunciator to 
whose representations the special mission 
of enquiry is due as illustrative of the 
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sorruption that prevails in the province. 
The charges, which are gone into at great 
fength and are most uninteresting in their 
letails, are one and all dismissed by the 
Memorialiats as untrue. 

(3) In a second paper, the same officers 
xonsider another question which the same 
Jenunciator had raised ; viz: the enormous 
additions that had been made of late years 
to the taxation of the province by the in- 
2rease of dekin on coal, salt, etc., under a 
pretext of providing for extra military ex- 
penditure, though the amount realised 
actually went into the pockets of the 
officials, This charge, also, the Memo- 
tialists find to be unsupported by facts. 
While they do not deny that the likin 
taxation in the Feng-t‘ien province is 
heavy, this, they maintain, is entirely at- 
tributable to the increase of the military 
strength of the province which, instead 
of being garrisoned by Bannermen as was 
the case some years ago, has now in addi- 
tion a force of regulars and irregulars the 
existence of which has been necessitated 
by the prevalence of mounted banditti. 
On the eastern frontier, again, the three 
regiments have been increased to five. In 
short, exclusive of the standing Manchu 
garrisons, the military force at present in 
Féng-t‘ien entails an annual expenditure 
of something between four hundred and 
five hundred thousand taels, to meet which 
successive Governors have added salt, 
‘‘mountain products,” and other items to 
the list of articles upon which a likin tax is 
levied. 

The pro ratd contributions levied from 
the territorial officials of the province are 
required for the maintenance of the public 
ofiices in the provincial capital, particularly 
the establishment of the Civil Governor, 
whose allowance of Tis. 12,000 is quite 
inadequate. ‘The charges levied are con- 
siderably lighter than they used to be, and 
she Memoralists have satisfied themselves 
shat they are all applied to legitimate pub- 
ic objects. The successive Governors that 
iave administered the province have been 
verfectly well aware that excessive likin 
axation isa burden upon the people, as 
ieavy pro rata levies are upon the officials, 
mt both levies were made from necessity 
which left no alternative. The only way 
relieve the peoplé of this burden is to 
sithdraw the troops, and to lighten the 
tharges on the officials ; there is no other 
ueans but the provision of the necessary 
‘unds from some other source. They would 
wk the question, however, whether the 
yresent condition of affairs warrants the with- 
lrawal of the military, or whether there is 
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any other possible source from which 
funds can be raised and the officials re- 
lieved of the burden that is laid upon 
them? Nothing is easier than for outsiders 
to volunteer an irresponsible opinion upon 
these points, but those who are interested 
know how great are the difficulties with 
which they are encompassed. In conclu- 
sion, they express their confidence in the 
zeal and integrity of Ch‘ung Ch‘i, the pre- 
sent Military Governor, and their convic- 
tion of the impossibility of abruptly doing 
away with any of the charges or taxes at 
present levied. They none the less suggest 
that the new Military Governor be called 
upon to consider the whole subject in 
concert with the Civil Governor. 

May 13th.—No documents of importance, 

May 14th.—_(1) A Decree acknowledging 
receipt of the announcement of the death 
at his native place of Hu Chung-ho, former- 
ly Commander-in-Chief in Yiinnan, who 
greatly distinguished himself in operations 
against the rebels in that province and 
Szechuen, and was wounded on several oc- 
casions. ‘I'he posthumous honours allotted 
by law to Provincial Commanders-in-Chief 
who have made their reputation by active, 
service are to be bestowed upon him, anda 
record of his military achievements is to be 
compiled by the State Historiographer’s 
office. 

(2) With the exception of a short Decree 
dismissing and degrading respectively 
certain officers denounced by the Governor 
of Shantuny for inefficiency or laxity in 
the superintendence of the dredging of the 
Haiao-ch‘ing Ho in that province, the 
whole of the remainder of this day’s issue 
is occupied by a further report from Hasit 
T‘ung and his colleague on the subject of 
their special mission to Féng-t‘ien. The 
paper, which is not concluded in this day’s 
issue, deals with a number of petty charges 
of irregularity against minor officials which 
are too complicated to admit of a brief 
summary, and are not sufficiently inter- 
esting to merit reproduction in extenso, 

May 15th.—(1) A Decree. Wei Jung- 
kuang calls Our special attention to the case 
of an officer of the rank of Tao-t‘ai who has 
retired to his native place and there failed 
for a large sum of money. He requests 
that orders may issued by Us for the depri- 
vation of this officer’s rank and the recovery 
of the sums owing by him. The Governor 
states that Liu Yii-ch‘én, an expectant 
Tao-t‘ai in Fuhkien, was once acting 
Salt Tao-t‘ai in that province, but re- 
tired to his native place nearly twenty years 
ago, and opened a number of pawn shops 
at different times in the prefectures of 
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Chiang-yin, ‘T'an-yavg, P‘iao-yang, Nan- 
ting, Yang-chow and other places. ‘These 
establishments, of which there were up- 
wards of twenty, all contained deposits 
invested by other people, and an un- 
authorised business was done by all in 
remittances of bills to the value of several 
hundreds of thousands of taels. Liu Yii- 
ch ‘en failed two months ago with liabilities 
to the extent of over Tis. 810,000, of which 
Ts. 50,000 was due to the Government. 
There is a class of dishonest merchauts who 
raise capital to carry on the business of 
pawnbroking, and directly there is the 
slightest symptom of a deficit in their 
transactions, they at uuce get together the 
balance of their capital and decamp, some 
even going so far as to close their estab- 
lishments when there is no deficit with the 
specific intention of appropriating the 
capital with which the business was set on 
foot. Such conduct as this, being fraudu- 
lent and destructive of commercial mora- 
lity, must be sternly and promptly 
punished, and We accordingly hereby 
command that Liu Yii-ch‘én, expectant 
Tao-t‘ai in Fnhkien, be, as a prelimin- 
ary step, cashiered, and handed over to 
Wei Jung-kuang, who will ascertain 
whether he has any money or vested pro- 
perty remaining concealed or otherwise, 
and will compel his attendance at Court for 
the purpose of recovering such property 
from him and paying his liabilities there- 
with.—The remainder of this day’s issue is 
occupied with the latter half of the report 
commenced in yesterday’s Gazette. 

May 16th.—(1) A Decree ordering Ho 
Haiung-hui, General of the Chao Tung 
Brigade in Yiinnan, to proceed to Canton 
and place himself at the orders of P‘éug 
Yii-lin. 

(2) A Decree. Ts‘én Yii-ying requested 
permission some time since to withdraw 
all his forces and retire upon the important 
points of defence. Before receiving the 
Imperial commands authorising such a step, 
the Governor-General has made an abrupt 
retrograde movement, and taken up his 
position at Kuan Sst, a course of action 
which is far from being in accordance with 
what was required of him. Let Ts‘én 
Yii-ying be handed over to the Board for 
the determination of a penalty. 

(3) A Memorial from Chang Chih-tung, 
Governor of Shansi, complaining of the 
obstructive conduct of the Deputy Lieu- 
tenant-General in charge at the town of 
Kuei-hua in that province. This officer 
has interfered with every effort the Memo- 
rialist has made for the improvement 
of the country, and has dune his beat 
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‘the Mongols in some seven sub-prefectures 


to stir up suspicion amongst the Mongols 
and others with a view to thwarting the 
Memorialist in his schemes for the public 
good, As an instance of this officer’s be- 
haviour he quotes the following :— Au 
arrangement having been made for bringin: 
































under conjoint jurisdiction with the Chinese, 
when the Census of the T‘umed tribes whv 
formed this Mongol population came to be] 
taken, and they had gone to the Yamén of 
the Deputy Lieutenant-General for that pur- 
pose, a cry was suddenly raised that these 
returns were being made with the objec 
of banishing all the T‘umed Mongols to] 
Ili and confiscating the land vacated by 
them. Popular feeling ran high on the 
subject, aud there was a deal of excited 
talk in the streets ; so much so that the 
Taotai called upon the Sub-prefect to arrest 
the individuals who were misleading the 
public in this way. It then transpired that 
the story came from the Yamén of the 
Deputy’s Lieutenant General himself. This 
officer has tried also to obstruct the Memo- 
rialist in the fulfilment of his orders for the 
general consideration of the question of 
frontier government and after getting his 
Colonels to petition in a body on the sub- 
ject, he asked the Tartar General to join 
him in a Memorial to the Throne. This 
the latter refused to do at once, hence the: 
delay in the presentation of the Memorial 
which he finally presented, and which is 
additional proof positive of the obstructive 
spirit of the Deputy Lieutenant Genera, 
whose hostility has been provoked becaus: 
the Memorialist did not invite him to jois 
in the Memorial to His Majesty settin: 
forth the scheme it was proposed to adop: 
for the reorganisation of the seven sub- 
prefectures above referred to. As the mat- 
ter was one which did not concern th: 
Tartar General or Deputy Lieutenant Ge- 
neral the Memorialist conceives that h: 
was in no way bound to invite them to join 
in his report.—For Decree see earlier issue. 

May 17th.—(1) A Decree acknowledgiu: 
receipt of a Memorial from Hsii Shu-min;, 
Director of the Court of Sacrificial Wor- 
ship, in which he represents that the con- 
ditions under which the people are calle: 
upon to supply earth for the embankments 
of the Yung-ting River in Chihli are op- 
pressive. More than 77 villages have again 
and again petitioned against being paid on a 
reduced scale for the earth they are calle: 
on to supply, and as a remedy for this ev!. 
the Director suggests that this earth should 
in future be supplied by people regular!y 
hired for that purpose with the funds sup- 
plied for the carrying out of river works 
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he rules under which the people are called 
pon to supply earth are ordered to be can- 
sled forthwith, and Li Huug-chang is 
rdered to consider the Director's sugges- 
on as to the manner of procuring earth 
1 future ; the same high officer is to hold 

joint commission cf enquiry with the 
‘overnor and Governor Adjoint of the 
letropolitan Prefecture into the conduct 
f certain officials in charge of the works 
huse character and condtict is impugned 
y the Director. 

(2) A Decree ordering a further grant of 
0,0V0 piculs of rice to be issued from the 
‘eking and T‘ung Chow granaries for the 
elief of the poor iu Peking and its neigh- 
ourhood. 

(3) The remainder of this day’s Gazette 
s occupied with a Memorial from the 
tovernor of Shausi in answer to the ob- 
ections raised by the Tartar General and 
Jeputy Lieutenant-General at Sui-yuan 
ud Kuei-hua Ch‘éng to his scheme for 
egistering the land and population of a 
ertaim portion of the country outside the 
treat Wall and placing it under regular 
ivil jurisdiction. ‘The scheme was a per- 
ectly simple oue in its operation and could 
wither prejudicially aff-ct nor jeopardise 
ested interests in any way whatsoever ; 
m the contrary, by registering the land and 
ts occupier, and takiuy a census of the 
vermauent population, stability is yiven to 
he tenure of land, law and order are estab- 
ished, and the intrusiou of vagrants and 
‘isorderly characters is rendered less easy. 
*or reasvus which the Memorialist cannot 
nit considerabsolutely untenable, the Tartar 
ieneral and Lieutenant General above refer- 
ed to object to the arrangement, and have 
»pealed tu His Majesty, wno has been good 
nough to call upon the Memorialist fur au 
uswee to their objections, He at once 
aled upon the Financial Commissioner 
ud the ‘Taotai of the Kuei Sui Circuit, 
‘house experience on the question is con- 
iderable, to furnish him with a report, 
tou which he bases the following remarks. 
‘ne Generals maintain that the T‘umed 
lungols are afraid that their lands will be 
ucruached upon, The Memorialist corrects, 
1 passin 7, the assertion made by the Colonels 
‘ho petitioned against the newarrangement 
ud are quoted by the Generals in their 
Jemorial, to the effect that the land 
f which ‘T‘umeds are now afraid of 
eing deprived was their property when 
hey tendered their allegiance. Iu the 
ling dynasty, the ‘I‘umeds belonged 
> the Liutan Mongols in the Ch‘ahar 
ayion, aud when that tribe was eliminated 
‘¢ members either joined the Ch‘akhan 
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Nomén Han, or went elsewhere. When 
the Clh‘aharh region was invaded by the 
Imperial troops in the reign Tien Tsung 
(1625) and Kuei-hua was taken, the Lin- 
tans fled, and the T‘umed chieftains then 
for the first time tendered their allegiance. 
The Emperor gave them permission to 
continue to occupy the T‘umed pasture 
grounds, and restored to their leader the 
titles bestowed in the Ming dynasty. The 
tribe was subsequently divided into two 
wings, over which Lieutenant Generals 
were appointed, the title of Prince being 
withdrawn from the chief. Later still, the 
two wings were fused under one Lieutenant 
General. . 

‘The land the tribe occupies was there- 
fore a gift from the Throne, as it was for- 
feited territory restored to them. Their 
alarm lest the land should be taken from 
them is groundless, because no Chinese can, 
by law, become a purchaser of Mongol 
lands, which he can only rent ; hence a re- 
gistration of the Chinese holders of lands 
rented from the Mongols, seventy per cent 
of whom so rent their land to Chinese, 
would, as a matter of fact, render the con- 
fiscation that is dreaded still more difficult 
than before. 

The real secret of the objections raised 
to the new arrangement is that it will 
weaken the judicial power and opportuni- 
ties fur extortion at present enjoyed by 
the Mongol officials under the tu t‘ung, or 
Lieutenant-General. By an old standing 
law, in Kuei-hua and the five adjoining 
sub-prefectures, all mixed cases in which 
Mongola were concerned, of murder, 
brigaudage or serious crimes involving the 
penalty of banishment or anything more 
severe were tried conjointly by the Chiu- 
ese Official and a Mongol offiver of the 
T‘umed tribe: minor cases were tried by 
the sub- prefect of Kuei-hua. Of late years, 
however, every petty case of debt, or 
any other minor cause has been tried cou- 
jointly, leading to a great increase of litiga- 
tion aud the sale of justice to the highest 
bidder. The establishment of a regulae 
civil administration would prevent this, 
hence the objections raised by the Mongol 
officials. The Deputy Lieutenant-General 
has legally no concern with the public 
administration of the region in question, 
but he has arrogated to himself the right 
of interference in all mixed cases ; the 
changes of administration will deprive 
him of all the power he has usurped; - 
hence his objection to the arrangement. 
In conclusion, the scheme proposed by the 
Memorialist can do no harm and will do 
much food, and he therefore prays that 





the Board may be called upon to submit 
their views upon the subject to the Throne 
with all possible despatch.—Rescript : The 
Board have already reported on the Memo- 
rial of Féng Shén and the Lieutenant 
General. Let the Governor in question 
give the subject due consideration aud 
report again. 

- May 18th.—The Governor of Peking 
reports a fall of rain to the depth of an inch 
of saturation. The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied with a report, which is 
not concluded, of the High Commissioners 
Haiti Tung and Hsieh Yiiu-shéng into the 
alleged abuses in the Manchurian provinces, 
On leaving Peking for Manchuria three 
Memorials were handed to the Memorialists 
by the Grand Council. Two of these de- 
nounced Ch‘éu Pén-chih, Taotai of the 
eastern frontier, ou a variety of counts, aud 
the third was an attack upon ‘so Pao- 
kuei, Commandant of troops. 

- The headquarters of the Tao-t‘ai being 
too far distant from the provincial capital, 
the Memorialists wrote in advance to the 
Governor requesting him to summon the 
T'ao-t‘ai to the provincial capital, aud at the 
same time sent private ayeuts of their own 
to make secret enquiries on the spot into 
the subject matter of the denunciatory 
Memorials, Having taken the personal 
evidence of the Tav-t‘ai, and received the 
reports of their agents, the Memorialist 
proceed to lay the result of their en- 
quiries asfar as the Tao-t‘ai is concerned 
before His Majesty. This report is too 
long and uniuteresting to be followed with 
any minuteness, and it will be sufficient 
perhaps for purposes of record to state 
that as far as the present paper goes every 
single charge of fraudulent taxation of 
Jand the establishment of excessive and 
prohibitive tariffs, and the numerous acts 
of wrong-dving with which the Tao-t‘ai is 
charged are one and all absolutely refuted. 
Amongst the statements of the Tao-t‘ai 
when called befure the Commissioners for 
examination he declared that in the last 
nine years over 1,400,000 mow of waste 
lands have been restained under his aus- 
pices, and that a tax of une candareen upon 
this land served to maintain the ofticials 
of the new Districts and their follow- 
ings, a mow being remitted to the Tav-t‘ai 
for the payment of military expenses. 
During four years the total duties on 
wood in the same circuit amounted to 
Tis. 230,000, and on ‘hill products” in 
two years to 'I'ls. 60,000. On reeds some 
T'ls. 2,000 of duty are annually collected. 
With reference to the Corean frontier 
trade, which the Tao-t‘ai was accused of 
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hampering by levies in excess of the autho- 

rised tariff, which excess of duties was 
appropriated by himself, in disproving the 
charges brought ayainst him the Tao-t‘ai 
mentions that during the first month after 
the restrictions upon trade across tlie 
Corean frontier had been removed, the 
duties collected amounted to Tle. 3,700 
and upwards, or more than the whole 
aanual receipts used to come to. ; 

May 19th.—Chang Chih-tung, Governot}- 
of Shansi, paid his respects on arrival iu} 
Peking, and was received in audience. 
The whole of this day’s Gazette is occupied]: 
with the contination of the report of the 
High Commissioners Hsii and Hasiieh. This} 
portion of their report deals with the! 
charges against Tso Pao-kuei, military 
commandant, who is accused of keeping hit 
men below the complement and dressing | 
up dummy soldiers upon occasions of mili-} 
tary inspections, as well as of numerous 
acts of bribery, extortion, and cruelty. 
As has already been announced by decree, 
these charges have not been proved. 

The following isa record of the vfficial acta|' 
of the Emperor during the second and third]: 
moons as published in the Court Circular. 
Second moon. Audiences were held every 
morning. His Majesty left the palace ou 
one occasion to offer a libation before the 
remains of the Ninth Princess. Third 
moon. Audiences were held every morniny. 
Worship was attended at Ancestral Hale 
on three occasions. 

May 20th.—There are no documents of 
importance in this duys issue. 

May 21st.—(1) A Memorial from Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang reporting that the Activ: 
Governor General Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian ar- 
rived in Nanking on the 7th of April, and 
took over charge on the 8th. At the ex- 
piration of his term of leave the Memoriai- 
ist will report the state of his health and 
await His Majesty’s commands, 

(2) A Postscript Memorial from Tso Tsung. 
tfaug. On the 27th of December last tlie 
Memorialist was honoured with certain 
commands from His Majesty with respect 
to the army division under Wang Fé-pau:, 
and in obedience to those commands |: 
gave orders to have the required arm: 
issued by the gun foundry. This establis!:- 
ment has now ascertained that there ar 
no more twelve or thirteen pounder breec!: 
loading guus in stock in the Shangha 
Arsenal, and proposes to send instead oval 
thousand Linminghsiao ‘ needle” guus with 
200,000 cartridges. As there are no twelvs' 
or thirteen pounder guns either in the! 
Nanking Arsenal, a thousand stand of tl: 
same rifle with 200,000 rounds’ of ammuu: 
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ion has also been supplied by that estab- 
shment. A grant of Tls. 1,500 from the 
‘Szechuen fund ” has also been made (for 
xXpense of transport?) and the supply of 
rs and ammunition has been entrusted 
va Major, who takes the consignment in 
. vessel of war to Hankow, from whence it 
nll be sent on to the headquarters of 
‘s‘éu Yii-ying, the Governor General of 
{innan aud Kueichow, wherever they may 


1e. 

May 22nd.—(1) His Majesty announces 
iia intention of proceeding ounce more to 
he Ta Kao Tien to pray for rain, inter- 
essions for which are to be made at the 
‘arious state temples upon the 26th inst, 

(2) A Decree granting a further congé of 
me mouth to Lin Shu, President of the 
3vuard of Works and Minister of the 
taung-li Yamén, who has applied for leave 
© retire from office ou the plea of ill- 
aealth. 

(3) A Decree: Chang Shu-shéng solicits 
yermission to vacate his post and devote his 
ttention exclusively to military matters, 
is his health is bad. He states that he has 
tot recovered from the complaint, from 
vhich he has been suffering ; that the duties 
of the post of Governor General of the 
Iwo Kuang are vuerous and manifold ; 
uid that as the matter of coast defence has 
sow to be dealt with, ho fears he is unequal 
10 the double burden. 

We permit Chang Shu-sheng to vacate 
she post of Governor-General of the Two 
Kuang Provinces, but he will continue to 
lirect the organisation of the Kuangtung 
lefences. 

Let Chang Chih-tung act as Governor- 
Zeneral of the Two Kuang Provinces. 
Shang Shu-shéng will hold the seals of 
tice until Chang Chih-tung’s _ arrival. 
<‘uei Pin will act temporarily as Governor, 
f Shausi. 

May 24th.—(1) The Court of Censors 
epurt that a petition has been preseuted 
+ their office by a number of literary 
‘craduates of the Shuu-t‘ien Prefecture to 
ue following effect. ‘The water of the Hu 
“oy River some time ago having left its 
hanuel and drained into the basin 
armed by the depression in Pa Chou 
ud the Pao-ti aud Wén-an Districts, a 
anal was cut by the authorities bringing 
he water back into its old course and 
raining this large tract of country em- 
raced in nine Departments and Districts. 
‘he petitioners had been informed that an 
pplication had now been made by the 
wuple tu the south of the Hu T‘o river to 
ave the river once more drained into the 
asin above described, which report had 
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caused great consternation amongst the 
people iterested. They. further stated 
that a number of people to the south of 
this river had last year assemled iu large 
numbers on the bank, armed with spears 
and guns, and had tried to open a breach 
on the other side, in order to benefit a 
amall corner of ground at the expense 
of nine Departinents and Districts. ‘They 
further complain that, in defiance of strict 
orders tu the contrary, a number of em- 
bankments have been raised by interested 
people at different places along the course 
of the Ch‘ing Ho, which impedes the flow 
and cause considerable damage in -con- 
sequence. These, they pray, may be re- 
moved. By decree earlier issued an enquiry 
is ordered to be made into the matter 
complained of. 

(2) Chang K‘ai-sung, Governor of Kuei- 
chow, reports his arrival at Kuei-yang Fu 
on the 22nd March and his assumption of 
the duties of Governor. 

(3) The Governor of Shantung reports 
that the breaches in the Yellow River 
embankments at Shih-ssti Hu and Li-chia 
K‘ou have at last been successfully closed. 

May 25th.—(1) Decree on mining deve- 
lopment already published. 

(2) Chang Chih-tung, Governor of Shan- 
si, reports that in obedience to the Imperial 
Summons he gave over his seals of uftice to 
the Financial Commissioner on the 2nd of 
May, and forthwith started for the capital. 
He explains that the cares and anxieties of 
the last two years combined with incessant 
work have aged him considerably, and his 
health has been so shattered of late, that 
he may. be obliged to taking a short time 
on the road to recruit, but he will do his 
best to avoid any unnecessary delay. 

. May 26th.—The Governor of Shansi 
reports the conclusion of some important 
engineering works in connection with the 
road between Shansi and Chihli, known 
as the sez tien mén, or four heavenly 
gates. ‘This road, called the ss& t‘ien 
mén because of the four high passes it 
contains, extends from Yii-tz'i Hsien in 
Shansi to ‘Tu-mén K‘ou in the Huai-lu 
District in Chihli. The road, which is over 
380 li in length, and is an important 
highway of communication, presents every 
variety of engineering difficulty to be over- 
come and elements of danger at every 
point, such as cliffs to be scarped, precipices 
to be skirted, declivities to be bridged 
and sands to be turned into roads, After 
enumerating some of the many difficulties 
that have had to be cuntended with, and 
the works that have been carried out tu - 
reuder thie road aafe and efticient, the © 
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Memorialist ventures to solicit the bestowal 
of rewards upon the officers and other en- 
gaged in the execution of this work, which 
has been carried out with the aid of the 
military and the people, at a most reason- 
able cost, while the latter at the same time 
have not been burdensomely oppressed. 

Another important engineering work, the 
completion of which the Memorialist has 
also: to report, is the repair of the road be- 
tween Ling-shih Hsien and Pei-kuan in Ho 
Chou, a distance of 90 lé in which there 
is a most dangerous pass to be crossed. 
The rvad is an important thoroughfare, as 
it is the channel of communication between 
seven provinces. The distance was di- 
vided into eleven sections, the work upon 
all of which is now satisfactorily completed. 
In addition to the above two roads, the 

‘following highways have, at the instance of 
the Memorialist, been made accessible to 
carta, by the various authorities through 
whose jurisdictions they respeotively pass:— 

Lu-an Fo to Ch‘t-t‘ing Chen in li 
Hung-t‘ung Haion.......cccccccocscsrsveees SOO 

T‘ai-yuan Fu to Tung-yang Kuan 
in Li-ch'eng Haien .....scccccccesssesenee 140 

Tung Kuan in P‘ing-yao Hsien to 
Ch‘ih-shih Ch‘iao ig Ch‘in-yuan 
Hsien .c.c.ccseccesccvreveveccscesscesssseseese 80 

T‘ien-kuan Haien to Ch‘eng Kou iu 
So CHOW .....ccccccssccscecsevscscescececeseese L120 
Rewards are similarly solicited for those to 
whose efforta the successful completion of the 
above works is due.—Refer: ed to the Board. 

May 27th.—(1) A Decree in answer to 
a recommendation from Hsii T‘ung and 
Haiieh Yiiu-sheng, High Commissioners 
sent to Feng-tien, debarring the late Sub- 
prefect of Chin Chow in that province, 
who has already been cashiered, from em- 
ployment for all time in a public capacity. 
The Commissioners have discovered that 
this officer was the cause of miscarriage of 
justice in three cases of murder, that he 
postponed the. holding of inquests on the 
bodies of the victims for over a month, 
and that he wilfully delayed the trial of 
the guilty parties and refrained from re- 
porting the cases to his superior officer. 

(2) ‘he Board of Civil Office is directed 
to consider a proposal from the same officers 
that in view of the important nature of 
the duties of the Taotai of the Eastern 
Circuit in Manchuria, who in addition to 
to military work has the superintendence 
of the trade across the frontier, it is ad- 
visable that selection of an officer for the 
post should be made from amongst Taotais 
in Chibli and Feng-t‘ien. 

Iu answer to a Memorial from a Censor 
suggesting that the tithing system he 
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rigorously enforced in order to check the 
crimes of robbery with violence which 
are at present su rife in Peking, the metro- 
politan police executive are taken severely 
to task for the laxity of supervision 
which enables the bad characters by whom 
burglaries are committed to effect an 
entrance into the city, or to remain 
in its vicinity. Auy want of activity 
on the a of the subordinate officers 
employed is at once to be reported to the 
Throne. ; 

(4) Li Hung-chang reports the trial of 
the following case of murder, and the sen- 
tence upon the murderer. Wan 
Chieh-san, a type cutter, and his wife re- 
sided in Wen-an Hsien, and had living 
with them two sons, Wang Chin-hai and 
Wany Mu-hsiang, who helped their father 
in his trade. Wang Chiu-hai, who had 
been subject to fits but had latterly com- 
pletely recovered, was idle and a gad-about. 
His brother Wang Mu-hsiang.was con- 
atantly abusing him for hia idleness, and 
set his father and mother on to do so too. 
This enraged Wang Chin-hai, and he de- 
termined to poison his brother when he 
gotachance. With this object in view he 
purchased some poison at a certain shop, 
saying that he wanted it for killing rats, 
and waited his opportunity. One day las 
October his father and brother had gone 
out on a type cutting job, and Wang Mu: 
hsiang (the brother) came back in advance 
of his father and demanded something to 
eat. The mother began to prepare hin 
some maize-corn flour, and Wang Chin-hai, 
believing that his brother would eat i: 
alone, took an opportunity when hi 
mother’s back was turned of dropping his 
poison into the flour, which was duly kneaded 
by her into paste. At this juncture Wau 
Chin-hai thought it prudent to leave tle 
house. After he had gone, his father 
returned, and seeing the maize alread 
prepared, joining his son in eatingit. The 
mother also ate the remains of the mea 
left by the father and son. In a shorn 
time all three were taken ill and in du 
course died. Wang Chin-hai, who hai 
been summoned by the neighbours whet 
his parents and brother were taken ill, wat 
placed on his trial and confessed to tl: 
above facts. He has been accordingly seu- 
tenced to death by the slow process, and a! 
by killing both parents he merited deat! 
by ling-ch‘ih twice over, he was sentence! 
to receive an extra number of gashes, Ti: 
sentence has already been carried out 3 
the provincial capital, and the head of tle 
criminal has been sent to the acene of tli 
crime to be there exposed. 
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May 28th.—( Court Circular.) Chang 
P‘ei-lun had audience of leave on starting 
for Fuhkien. 

(1) A Decree. Chang P‘ei-lun having 

left the capitial on special service, We 
command Hu Jui-lan to perform the act- 
ing duties of Senior Vice-President of the 
Court of Censurs. 

(2) A Decree. We bestow upon Chang 
Pvi-lun, Assistant Administrator of the 
_ affairs of the Fuhkien sea-board, the brevet 
rauk of a Director of a Minor Court of the 
- third grade. 

(3) A Memorial from the Chancellor of 
the Han-lin College in obedience to an 
Imperial Decree calling for au explanation 
in answer to a complaint from a Censor 
that Memorials addressed to the Throne 
by ‘‘Compilers” of that College were 
intentionally stopped by the Chancellor. 

Iu reply the Memorialist has to observe 
that all representations to the ‘Throne pre- 

sented by any yamén on behalf of a 
subordinate employé of that yamén have 
to be perused by the heads of the office, 
who are only allowed to present the Mem- 
orial if it contains nothing objectionable. 
Ou the occasion referred to two Memorials 
were sont in for presentation, one of which, 
being unobjectionable, was duly pre- 
sented, The other was found on perusal to 
contain the following expression ; ‘* when 

the Ewpire is hovering on the brink of 
dissolution.” As the remark seemed rather 
too vehement, the writer was called upon to 

_ give the matter his mature consideration, 
after which the paper would be presented. 
There was no intentional suppression of 
his Memorial. 

(4) A Joint Memorial from Tso Tsung- 
t‘aung, the Tartar General at Foochow, 
the Governor-General of Fuhkieu and 
Chékiang, and the Governor of Fuh- 
kien, praying His Majesty to sanction 
the payment of the actual amounts ex- 
pended in salaries, allowances and mis- 
cellaneous itema at the Fuochow Arsenal, 
instead of dealing with that establishment 
in the same mauner as other public offices 
where anti-extortion allowances are granted 
and perquisites are obtainable. 

The work done at the Arsenal is of a new 
and special kind. To commence with, 
western methods were closely followed, 
but subsequently certain modifications of 
western methods were introduced (as being 
more adaptable to local requirements). 
Hence the employés in this establishment 
have to be men of ability, honesty, and 
industry, and their ranks are filled by ex- 

: pectants of office from all parts of the Em- 
pire, the province of Fulkien alone being 
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unable to supply a sufficient number of 
competent men. The officers and gentry 
who form the staff of this éstablishment 
are kept busily employed at all times with- 
out iutermission, and as their work is of 
a special kind it is only right that they 
should be paid on a liberal scale, and that 
the wages and maintenance allowances 
granted to the subordinates should be 
equally liberal. Miscellaneous expenditure 
of various kinds, too, such as medical 
attendance, gratuities, oil, wax, boat-hire 
for journeys on public account etc. should 
be paid in full on presentation of ac- 
counta showing the actual outlay. In 
short, the Memorialists pray His Majesty 
to give orders that the salaries of all 
the employees in the Fuochow Arsenal, 
from the Head Manager downwards, 
with their maintenance allowances and 
all miscellaneous expenditure be sanc- 
tioned in full upon presentation of accounts 
by the Office to the Board of Revenue, 
who should be called upon to pass all items 
of so-called “irregular” expenditure, al- 
though it is actually incurred upon Govern- 
ment account without question.—Rescript: 
Let the Yaméu concerued consider aud 


report. 

May 29th.—(1) With the exception of 
two announcements of appointments to 
unimportant posts, the whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied with these Memorials 
from the Governor-General Li Hung-chang. 
Oue of these is an application for sanction 
to the purchase of cavalry and artillery 
horses by the Commander-of-Chief of 
Chihli for use at Ku-pei K‘ou, to replace a 
number that are useless. The request is 
sanctioned. The second Memorial, to 
which is attached a Postscript Memorial 
on-the same subject, occupies all but one 
or two pages of the Gazette, and is an 
elaborate report upon a proposal by Yu 
Po-ch‘uan, some time Oommissioner of 
River Works in Shantung, to connect the 
Yellow River with the Ma-chia River in 
Chihli, in order to relieve the pressure upon 
the banks of the former at times when 
the water in high. This proposal was 
combated at the time by a Censor, who 
maintained that it was just the thing that 
ought not to be done, and suggested that 
special officers should be deputed by the 
Governments of Chihli and Shantung res- 
pectively to survey the ground and gu care- 
fully into the whole question. Their re- 
ports could then be considered together 
and some scheme drawn up which should 
be an embodiment of the two. This pro- 
posal having received the Imperial sanction, 
the Memorialist deputed a certain expec- 





tant prefect, Wu Shih-haiang by name, 
who had had experience in these mattera, 
to make the required survey. His orders 
were to go to a place on the sea at the 
mouth of a river known as the Sha-t‘u Ho 
(probably the mouth of the Ma-chia River) 
in Hai-féug Hsien, and work slowly up 
stream, taking soundings, measuring the 
breadth of the river, the configuration of the 
land, and so forth, till he reached the 
point on the Yellow River at which it was 
proposed to make the junction, He was 
further ordered to take the popular opinion 
on the subject of the proposed scheme as 
he went aiong. The Oustums Taoctai at 
Tientsin, having been previously employed 
ou a survey of a portion of the Yellow 
River, and being well versed in the sub- 
ject, was directed to associate himself 
with Wu Shih-hsiang in the compilation of 
areport. This report, accompanied by a 
map, being now to hand, the Memorialist 
proceeds to consider it at great length, 
following the course of the survey and 
quoting freely from the measurements and 
statistics given. These it is impossible to 
condense with any intelligibility. The 
general conclusion arrived at ia that the 
scheme is impracticable : firstly, because the 
configuration of the country precludes its 
adoption ; secondly, because there is a 
strong popular feeling againat it; and, 
lastly, because there is no money available 
for the purpose. ; 

May 30th.—{1) A Memorial from Chang 
K‘ai-sung, late Governor of Kuei-chow, 
reporting his departure for Yuunan, in 
obedience to Imperial command, to act as 
Governor of that province. 

On the 9th of April the Memorialist 
received a confidential communication from 
the Grand Council forwarded at express 
rate by the Board of War, informing him 
that on the 26th of March an Imperial 
Decree was issued ordering him to act as 
Governor of Yiinnan, the post of Governor 
of Kueichow being temporarily filled by 
Li Yung-ch‘ing. ‘the Memoriasliat makes 
the usual depreciatory remarks about him- 
self and his unfitness and incapacity for the 
duties of so onerous and responsible a post. 
He had only held office as Governor of 
Yiinnan for twenty days, and was setting 
to work to rid the province of the bad 
characters that had gathered there, the 
residuum of previous uprisings, as a first 
step towards securing peace and order 
within its borders. This was a task 
which had already seemed to him of 
appalling magnitude, and now he is the 
recipient of still greater marks of bounty 
ou the part of His Majesty, who has com- 
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manded him to act as Governor of Yiinuan 
where frontier defence is a matter of urgeut 
importance, while the sbsence of the Guver- 
nor-Geueral beyond the frontier renders the 
task of maintaining peace and order within 
the borders a specially burdensome task, the 
prospect of which fills the Memorialist 
with trepidatiuu, He is now engayed in 
completing with all despatch the business 
of pressing importance that he has in hand. 
The Acting Governor has fixed the 17th 
of April as the date upon which he will 
take over the seals of ottice, and the Memo- 
rialiat intends tv start fur his wew post on 
the 19th. 

(2) The Civil and Military Governors of 
Féng-t‘ien recommend au otticer to fill the 
post of ‘lao-t‘ai of the eastern Circuit, or 
Corean frontier, in place of Ch‘én Péu- 
chih, the late incumbent, who died recently 
at Moukden, where he had been summoned 


. for examination by the High Commissioners 


sent to investigate certain charges brought 
against him. 

The officer recommended by the Memori- 
alists for what they describe as ‘‘ this most 
important post” is a ‘ao-t‘ai called K‘uei 
Haiin, a Mauchu, 50 years of age. Having 
commenced asa paid scholarina Goverument 
school, he bought a place as bigteshi, or offi- 
cial clerk in one of the Boards, and having 
drawn lots for the Board in which he 
should serve, he was assigued the Buard of 
Civil Office, commencing his career in the 
year 1857. Iu 1862 he was placed on the 
list for employment as an Assiatant Civil 
Commissary of a Manchu Garrison, aud 
in the same year was raised to the rank 
of Assistant Secretary to the Board. In 
1864 he was promated to be a Second 
Class Secretary, and in March 1866 was 
appointed a Secretary in the Yamén of For- 
eign Affairs. In 1867 his name was placed 
on the list for employment as Tao-t‘ai or 
Prefect, and he was promoted to the grade 
of Senior Secretary to the Board. In June 
1868 he was appointed Tao-t‘ai at Jeh-ho, 
and in 1871 he went into mourning for his 
mother, returning to Peking for that pur- 
pose. At the expiration of his forty days 
mourning he resumed his duties as Senior 
Secretary of the Buard of Civil Ottice, and 
at the close of the year was presented at 
Court, when he was commanded to be em- 
ployed on provincial duties, his services as 
Tao-t‘ai of Jeh-hoh being rewarded by the 
bestowal of a brevet rank of the third grade. 
He was subsequently given a peacock’s 
feather in consideration of contributions 
offered by him in aid of state exigencies. 

In May 1873 he was appointed Superin- 
teudent of Worke at the Mausolea in pro. 
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cess of construction for their Majesties 


« Mansolea. 


ee ee 


the Empresses, and in Auguat of the same 
year, his term of mourning being cuim- 
pleted, he was appointed ‘I'av-t‘ai of the 
Yi Tung circuit in Yiinnan, but on applica- 
tion from the department was allowed to 
remain as Superintendent of Works at the 
On the commencement of the 
Mausoleum of the late Emperor in 1875, he 
was raised to the rank of Financial Com- 


- missioner, and when all the works were 


completed in 1879, he was grauted by 
Imperial Decree one of the first vacant 
appointments to the post of Tuao-t‘ai. In 
1882 he was appointed to do duty with the 
Peking Field Force, with which he served 
until June 1883 when he was sent to Féug- 
t‘ien for apecial service in that province.— 
Referred to the Board of Civil Office. 

May 31st.—The only document of in- 
terest in this day’s issue is a report from 
Chang K‘ai-sung, Governor of Kueichow, 
announcing the complete destruction of a 


. formidable band of rebels who had long 


established themselves on the frontier of 
that province at a place called T‘ien 
Ching Shan, the Mountain of the Heavenly 


» Well, in the Wu-ch‘uan District of the 


. Ssti-nan Prefecture. 


This gang, which had 


- been the terror of the surrounding country 
: for some time past and lived by depreda- 


tions upon the people of both Szechuen 
and Kueichow, their stronghold being 


. situated on the border of the two pro- 
: vinces, had defied the troops which had 
: been sent against them on several occa- 
. gions, even going so far as to rescue 
; forcibly one of their gang wha had been 


; taken prisoner. 


ioe, ("i aie. vee 


On the accession of the 
Memorialist to the Governorship of Kuei- 
chow, he determined that these rebels 
must be annihilated, and gave peremptory 
orders to that effect to a certain Colonel, 


: by name Chang. This officer responded 


gallantly to the Memorialist’s call, and 


» although his force was numerically inferior, 
_ he succeeded after a desperate engagement 
. iv taking the rebel stronghold, which he 
_ destroyed, and putting its occupants to 


flight. Some two hundred or so were 
killed during the encounter, and a number 
of arrests of fugitives were afterwards 
made, amongst others that of the leader of 
the gang. 

June ist.—(1) A Joint Memorial from 
Ts‘en Yti-ying, Governor-General of Yiin- 
nan, and Kueichow, and the Governor of 
Yiinnan, declaring their inability to con- 
tribute anything towards augmenting the 


 sataries of Metropolitan officials in the 
| manner suggested by Chang Chih-tung, 
. Governor of Shansi, 
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The sources from which these contribu- 
tions were to come were the salt, likin, 
and other miscellaneous revenues. On re- 
ference to the Financial Commissioner, the 
Salt Comptroller and the head of the Likin 
Collectorate, who were -told to consider 
what could be done to meet the call that 
had been made, these officers have declared 
their utter inability to comply with the 
demand, as the revenue of Yiiunan shows 
a great falling off in every particular. 

On salt, the annual revenue used to be 
over ‘Ts. 160,000, regular assessment, ex- 
clusive of over Tis. 110,000 which used to 
pay the anti-extortion allowances, and other 
miscellaneous items. Of late years the 
whole annual collection: has been under 
Tis. 158,000, and the anti-extortion allow- 
ances and other payments have had to be 
made, with a reduction of some forty per 
cent. out of the “regular” collection, 
which is Tle. 20,000 short of the proper 
amount, ; : : 

The province of Yttnnan being inaccess- 
ible by boat, imports are inconsiderable, 
while metals form the chief article of ex- 
port. -Even when trade between Burma 
and Tonquin was brisk, the annual likin 
receipts did not exceed Tls, 240,000, and 
now that there are troubles in Tonquin, 
and Burma is unquiet, trade is hampered 
and the revenue receipts are less than ever. 
The customs duties which the various 
prefectures and sub-prefectures are an- 
nually called on to collect, are put down 
at Tle. 58,290, but since the rebellion not 
half this sum has been collected. 

The tax upon mining products has long 
been abandoned, and though attempts have 
recently been made to resuscitate this 
branch of industry; no results have as yet 
shown themselves. Under these condi- 
tions the aid called fur cannot possibly 
be rendered. Iu endorsing the statements 
above detailed, the Memorialists undertake, 
in the event of their scheme for developing 
mining enterprise turning out a success, to 
contribute a large annual sum to the object 
in question.—Reacript : Let the Buard of 
Revenue take. note. 

June 2ud.—(1) Chéng Tsao-ju is ap- 
poiuted Director of the Cuurt of State 
Ceremonial. 

(2) A Decree ordering a further series of 
supplicatory services fur rain to be held at 
the various State Temples upon the 5th 
inst., in which His Majesty will take part. 

June 3rd.—(1) A Decree. Some time 
since the Censun Téng Ch‘eng-hsiu de- 
nounced Chou Haing-yii, Salt Commissioner 
of Kuangtung, on a charge of extreme 
greed and covetuusness. He declared that 
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while holding the post of Tso Chiang Taotai 
in Kiangsi his peculations amounted to a 
large aggregate, and that on coming to hia 
new post he brought with him a quantity 
of smuggled goods, Chang Shu-sheng and 
Ni Weu-wei having been ordered to ascer- 
tain whether thease charges were true or 
not, have now reported that the accusations 
against Chou Haing-yti are in some cases 
utterly without foundation, and in others 
‘unsupported by proper proof. They con- 
sider nevertheless that he shows evidence 
of a gradual decay of strength and vitality 
to an extent that renders it difficult for 
him to perform the duties of his post. 
Chou Haing-yii has already vacated his 
post; Let him at once retire from the 
public service, 

(2) A Memorial from the Superintendent 
of Imperial Manufactories at Nanking re- 
porting that he is about to select an auspi- 
cious date for the commencement of a large 
order for silka and satins for the use of the 
Court. On taking over charge of the 
establishment, the Memorialiat found in 
the records of his office an order for em- 
broidered coats, robes, under-garments, 
and silk and satin stuffs for the use of the 
palace, and as presents to Princes and 
others, to the amount of 23,055 pieces. As 
no remittances had been sent in it was im- 
possible to put the order in hand, and twice 
during the present year in answer to re- 
presentations on the subject the Manu- 
factory Department of the Office of the 
Imperial 
order had been reduced on the last occa- 
sion by eighty per cent. making a total of 
3,958 pieces, which were ordered to be 
completed and handed over by the 5th 
moon of the present year. The Memo- 
rialist’s predecessor then set to work to get 
money together, and in due course ob- 
tained promises of the following sums of 
money through the instrumentality of the 
Governor-General :— Tis. 
From the Provincial Treasurer...... 60,000 
Liang Huai Salt Fund  ............062 50,000 
Grain Commissioner ........00c0.se00¢ 30.000 
Maritime Customs .,.......sceccceseeee 20,000 
Sung Kiang and Shanghai lekin 

Collectorates ..........cceccccsecesee .-- 20,000 
Soochow and Nanking lekin Collec- 

COTALOS .....cscercocscnscscseccnceeseens 20, 


200,000 
Tis. 30,000 of the above amount has now 
been forwarded, with which a certain pro- 
portion of the necessary materials will be 
bought, and when skilled workmen have 
been engaged, an auspicious day will be 
selucted for commencing operatiuna, the 
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ousehold wrote to say that the — 


work proceeding as further funds come in. 
In conclusion the Memorialist ventures to 
hope that the limit of time allotted for the 
completion of the order may be graciously 
extended by His Majesty.—Granted by Re- 
script. 

June 4th and 6th.—No documents of im- 
portance. 


June 6th.—(Court Circular.) Hsii Ching- 
ch‘éng, the High Officer appointed as envoy 
(abroad) requested parting instructions and | 
audience of leave. 


(1) A Decree. Let Wén Yii e'g 
fill the post of Grand Secretary. 

(2) Liu Chin-t‘ang, Administrator of 
the New Dominion, reports the death of 
Lo Ch‘ang-yn, Taotai at Aksu, a ch‘i tu yi, 
or hereditary noble of the seventh grade, 
who was honoured with the distinction of 
baturu. In giving a long account of the 
deceased officer’s career, more particularly 
during the time of service in the Now 
Dominion, the Memorialist pays a high 
tribute of respect to his zeal, ability, 
and industry. His illness, which has eut 
him off in the prime of life, was entirely at- 
tributable to overwork. He solicits the 
bestowal of posthumous honours upon the 
deceased on a most liberal scale, and begs 
permission to erect a Memorial Temple to 
his honour in Aksu. He also prays that 
the State Historlographer’s Office may be 
called upon to draw up a record of the 
deceased officer’s services.—Grauted by 
Decree earlier issued, 

June 7th.—(1) Kuei Hang, Vice-Pre- 
sident of ¢he Board of Punishments, is 
allowed to vacate his post on the ground 
of ill-health. 


(2) The following appointments are an- 
nounced :— _ . 

Jung Hui (38 FM) to be Director of the 
Court of the Imperial Stud, 

O-lo-ho-pu to be President of the Board 
of Revenue and Assistant Grand Secretary; 

Ling Kuei to be Director of the Board 
of Civil Ottice ; 

Wén Yii to be Director of the Board of 
Works ; 

Kuang Shou to be Director of the Mon- 
golian Superintendency. 

En Ch‘eng, President of the Board of 
Ceremonies, to be transferred to the same 
post in the Board of Punishments, the ap- 
pointment vacated by him being bestowed 
upon Yen Haiti; K‘un kang to be Presi- 
dent of the Mongolian Superintendency ; 
Hai-ch‘en to be President of the Court 
vf Censors; Haing-lien to be Super- 
intendent of the Peking Granaries ; Yeu 
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Yhing-ming to be President of the Board 
ff Revenue and Assistant Grand Secre- 


ary. 

(3) A Memorial from Chén Hsiung-ch‘en, 
Jensor of the Shantung Circuit, protest- 
ng against the wilful delay that is indulged 
mn by local authorities in publishing Im- 
rerial manifestoes granting remission or 
ibatement of taxation in places where the 
srops have failed. The Memorialist has heard 
that in Chékiang the publication of the 
‘Yellow Copy,” as the Imperial manifesto 
ia called, is often delayed for as long as 
half a year in order that the taxes may be 
got in before the exemption is made known, 
and even then it ia very partially published, 
so that the benefits of the Imperial Grace, 
instead of descending upon the suffering 
people for whom they were intended, serve 
only to enrich a heirarchy of grasping and 
corrupt officials. Another grievance to 
which the Censor draws attention is the 
purposely vague nature of the reports of 
failure of harvests sent in by the local au- 
thorities to their superiors. Instead of 
specifying such-and-such a section of coun- 
try, or auch-and-such a ward, hamlet or 
village, they use such general designations 
as Kast and West. Applications for the 
exercise of the Imperial Bounty are made 
by the provincial high authorities concerned 
upon these applications, and when the 
manifesto appears not only is it not univers- 
ally made known, but designing under- 
lings reply to applicants for an abate- 
ment of taxation on the strength of 
the manifesto that their particular section 
or ward is not included in the act of re- 
mission. The wretched people cannot have 
access to the official register to prove their 
claim to abatement, and the consequence 
is that they do not get a farthing of relief, 
and are even in some cases put to such 
desperate straits that they are obliged 
to sell their wives and children in order to 
meet the taxes that are extorted from them. 
The province of Chékiang is doubtless a 
sample of the rest, and the Memorialist 

-would humbly pray that provincial high 
authorities may be called upon to fix 
an absolute limit of time within which 
notices of the Imperial remission of taxation 

are to be published. He would sugzest 

_ that this limit be fixed at three days from 
receipt of the notice, and that any local 
authority failing to make such remission 
of taxation widely known within three days 
should be liable to a penalty. He would 
further suggest that applications for re- 
mission of taxation should state in detail 
the precise localities for which remission 
is claimed. 
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June 8th.—(Court Circular) Chang Chih- 
tung, Acting Governor-General at Canton, 
solicited parting instructions and had au- 
dieuce of leave before proceeding to his 
post. 

(1) Pa-ko-tan-pu (E, ¥ 3B Ap) is ap- 
pointed Comptroller of the Imperial House- 
hold. 

(2) A Decree referring to the Governor 
of the Metropolitan Prefecture for consi- 
deration a proposal from a Secretary of 
the Office of Transmission that establish- 
ments for the sale of grain at reduced rates 
shall be opened at six of the gates of the 
city of Peking in addition to those already 
existing. ; 

(3) A Decree in answer to a further 
Memorial from the same officer whorequests 
that funds may be raised for the purchase 
of grain to be sold atreduced rates in Peking 
in view of the high prices of corn caused by 
the continued abseuce of rain. His request 
is referred to the joint consideration of 
the Grand Secretary Li Hung-chang and 
the Governor of the Metropolitan Pre- 
fecture. : 

(4) The following transfers and appoint- 
ments are announced :— 

Kuei Ch‘iian (KE 2) to be Senior Vice- 


President of the Board of Punishments. 

Ching Shan (8-3) to be Senior Vice- 
President of the Board of Works. 

Ch‘ing Lin (BRE) to be Senior Vice- 
President of the Board of Ceremonies. 

Wu-la-pu (PLA) to be Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Works. 

(5) A Decree: Let Chang Yin-heng, 
Taotai of the Hui, Ning, Ch‘ih, ‘ai, 
Kuang Circuit in Auhui, vacate his post. 
A brevet rank of Director of a Minor Court 
of the third Grade is bestowed upon him 
and he will serve a noviciate in the Yamén 
of Foreign Affairs. 

(6) A Memorial from the Ceusor Liu 
En-po requesting that orders may be 
given for the clearing of certain ancient 
canals of derivation in order to avoid 
the disastrous floods from which the 
southern portion of Chihli has suffered for 
many years past in consequence of the 
channels in question being allowed to silt 
up. ‘Lhe channels which he refers to are 
as follows. 

(1) The Ssti Ni Ssit canal in En Hsien, 
Shantung, which communicates with Té 
Chou. 

(2) The Shao Ma Ying canal in Té Chou, 
which, like the first canal, flows into Wu- 
chia Hsien in Chihli, where the two canals 
unite, aud flowing by the districts of Ning- 


chin, Nan-p‘i, Lo-ling, Yen-shan, and 
Ch‘ing-yiin in Chihli, pass into the Hai- 
féng district in Shantung and enter the sea 
by the mouth of the Yellow River. No 
Rescript is appended to this Memorial, but 
the scheme is probably the one reported 
unfavourably upon by the Governor-General 
Li Hung-chang in a recent Memorial. 

June 9th, —(1) Liang Ch ‘in-ch ‘én BEER be 
a Secretary of the Tsung-li Yamén, is ap- 
pointed Taotai of the Hui, Ning, Ch‘i, 
T‘ai, circuit in Anhui. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Shantung reporting on the proposal of the 
Censor Liu Eu-po that appeared in yester- 
day’s Gazette with reference to the clearing 
of the two channels known as the Ssii Nii 
Ssti and the Shao Ma Ying with a view to 
draining the southern portions of the pro- 
vince of Chihli which are constantly suffer- 
ing from floods. Being called upon tu re- 
port on this proposal concurrently with 
the Governor-General Li Hung-chang, he 
wrote to that high officer to appoint a 
weiyuan to unite with a deputy appointed 
by the Memorialist in sutveying the rivers 
or canals of derivation in question. ‘Ihe 
report of the Memorialist’s deputy is now 
to hand, and from this report he draws 
the following conclusions. The quantity 
of water in the Grand Canal is a vari- 
able amount, and when it is swollen 
by excessive drainage from Chihli it is 
drained by opening branch channels which 
take off the surplas water. The Shao 
Ma Ying canal has long been useless 
owing to its having completely silted up, 
and the Ssti Nii Sst river used to do 
all the drainage work for the Grand Canal. 
As the question of restoring these channels 
is now under consideration, attention need 
only be directed to the clearing of the Ssit 
Nii Ssti channel. The latter has long been 
neglected, with results that are disastrous 
to Shantung as well as Chihli, and the 
Censor, in the Memorialist’s opinion, is 
quite correct in his assertion that the 
channel in question ought to be cleared. 
The maintenance of the channel, however, 
for which there used to be an annual grant 
before the rebellion, devolves upon the Di- 
rector of the Grand Canal, and the Memo- 
rialist has no means at his disposal of dis- 
covering what has been done with this grant. 
He would suygest therefore that the Director 
General of the Yellow River be called upon 
to instruct the authority in charge of (this 
section of) the Canal to ascertain all 
details, and cause estimates to be made of 
the cost of carrying out the work pro- 
posed. Rescript : Let the Board concerned 
take note. 
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June 10th—(1) A Decree summoning 
Hsii Ch‘ang, Tao-t‘ai of the Féng-chin, 
Shan-hai Circuit, whose head quarters are 
at Newchwang, to Peking for audience. 


(2) A Decree. Inu the administration of 
Government the first requisite is that the 
services of competent. individuals shall be 
secured. In obedience to our commands, 
Our servants in the metropolis and the 
provinces have repeatedly recommended 
men of ability to Our notice, the names of 
all of whom have been successively recorded 
for employment. Amongst the individuals 
so recommended there have not been want- 
ing those of whom use could be made, but 
at the same time it has been impossible to 
prevent the introduction of some impostors 
into the list. The choice of capable officials 
is at all times difficult. When We reflect 
that the talent that is in existence at any 
given period of time must naturally be 
sufficient to supply the requirements of that 
period, We are once more led to apprehend 
that the search for this talent has not been 
sufficiently extensive or the scrutiny sutti- 
ciently close, with the result that true genius 
lies hidden in the depths of the mountain 
forests or is repressed in the lower walks 
of official life where there is no means of 
constant communication with the higher 
powers. 

We hereby call upon the Grand Secre- 
taries, the Six Boards, and the Nine Minis- 
tries of State, with Tartar Generals, Gover- 
nors General and Governors of provinces, 
once more to bring to Our notice all 
men, should there be any such within 
their ken, whose loyalty and truthfulness 
are so wide in scope and universal in 
character as to render them applicable for 
employment in any capacity. Such men 
should at once be recommended to the 
Throne. Those whose administration has 
been characterised by purity and clean-hand- 
edness, or whose abilities have a special 
direction, whether they take the form of iu- 
telligence and industry in the art of govern- 
ment, a knowledge of the science of war, an 
intimate acquaintance with the requirements 
of foreign intercourse, deftness in the con- 
struction of ships or arms, or skill in the 
science of numbers, should all have their 
special qualifications subjected to scrutiny 
with a view to their being ready for use at 
such season as they may be wanted. 

In military organisation, special capacity 
for planning campaigns aud extraordinary 
bravery are the important points. If any 
persons have really manifested their bravery 
and loyalty and have shown an intimate 
acquaintance with the science of military 


' strategy, they should of course be placed at 


- Jone 10—11.] 


83 





he head of the list for selection. If to 
hese qualities they add an acquaintance 
vith mechanical appliances, or tu bravery 
idd skill in battle, a knowledge of mari- 
ime warfare on the conditions of the sea 
ittoral, let the respective merits of such 
yersons be also brought to Our notice with 
4 view to their employment in a civil or 
nilitary capacity as the case may be. 
Recommendations of this nature need not 
de limited by considerations of rank, or 
if the fact whether the individual in ques- 
jon has or has not served before in an 
ficial capacity. Our wish is that there 
thall be no capable men living a life of re- 
iired obscurity, while the Court with open 
Joors is inviting men of worth to enter 
therein after being introduced to its notice 
ihrough the medium of the High Ministers 
of State (the eyes and ears of the Throne). 
[tis the duty of such High Ministers to 
reflect upon the obligations they are under 
as servants of their sovereign, and each 
snd everyone with purity of heart and 
slimination of self, to hold fast to their 
duty, which is the pursuit of the public 
welfare, and make wide enquiry and 
search for those of whom We are in quest. 
To genuineness of purpose let them add 
s minute and discriminating scrutiny 
of individual character, giving a true and 
honest account of the result of this scru- 
tiny. They will likewise submit to Usa 
true and detailed record of the previous 
sareer of the persons they recommend, with 
the successes they have achieved. They 
must nut trust to mere empty words to 
aid them in the fulfilment of the task that 
8 set before them, while indulgence in 
partiality on the dictates of friendship 
which shall result in the wholesale recom- 
mendation of the wrong persons, will not 
meet with the slightest mercy from a Gov 
atumeut which is specially stern in such 
‘matters. LIudulgence in useless and vain 
nilogies, or still worse prejudiced adherence 
w personal views which leads to the recom- 
uendation of useless individuals, will like- 
rise not fail to escape Our all-pervading 
totice. Tremble aud beware. 

June 11th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Jovernor of Kiangsu requesting that a 
vertain ex-official who has failed for a large 
mount may be cashiered, and the property 
1 possesses confiscated tu meet his obliga- 
dons. The Memorialist commences by 
jme general reflections on the subject of 
nade, and the effect that a bad state of 
he financial market has upon commercial 
xosperity. Passing next to the financial 
toudition of the province of Kiangsu iu 
farticular, he remarks that although it had 
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not recovered from the effects of the rebel- 
lion, there had been a gradual increase of 
accumulated capital which, taken in con- 
nection with the circulation of commodi- 
ties, has enabled a certain amount of 
business to be carried on, though this has 
been materially affected by bad harvests in 
the northern provinces during the past 
few years. ‘The difficulties with which 
trade has been hampered have been aggra- 
vated by the proceedings of a corrupt 
class of irresponsible individuals who have 
opened cash and silver banks with capital 
that they have raised from others, and on 
the slightest symptom of a decline in 
business have decamped with the balance 
of their capital. Some have even gone so 
far as to do the same thing when theiz 
business showed no delicit at all. When 
suits were brought against them in the 
courts they always evaded their obligations 
‘by every sort of specious pretext, and 
settled claims against them by compromise. 
The result of this state of things was that 
wealthy merchants aud capitalists lost all 
confidence and held on to their money, 
refusing either to invest it or to lend it 
out; the effect upon trade generally was 
disastrous, and lekin taxation showed a 
marked falling off day by day. Iu view of 
this state of affairs the Memorialist ordered 
every case of the kind that was brought to 
his notice to be dealt with in a severe 
manner, and further instructed the Finan- 
cial Commissioner and the Taotai at Shang- 
hai to enunciate distinctly the law bearing 
upon such cases, and to forbid any pro- 
ceedings of the kind in future. By this 
means he had hoped that the practice of 
going into bankruptcy might be done away 
with. His hopes, however, were to be 
realised, as in the early part of last winter 
the failure of the Fu Kang Bank, which 
was opeved by the cashiered Taotai Hu 
Kuang-jung, occurred for a large amount, 
whereby otticials and people were put 
to immense embarrassment. Hu Kuang- 
jung was a regular man of business, so 
that his conduct was surprising enough, 
but it has been emulated by another indi- 
vidual who has goue still further, viz., a 
certain officer who once held the high 
position of SaltComptroller, buthas ignored 
the dictates of propriety, of law and 
personal dignity. The name of the indivi- 
dual in question is Liu Yii-ch‘én ; he isa 
native of Wu-chin Hsien in Kiangeu and 
an expectant Tao-t‘ai in Fuhkien, but he 
returned to his native place in the easly 
years of the reign T’‘ung Chih. Having 
held the post of Salt Intendant some years 
ago, the said Liu made use of his position 





to inveigle his relatives and friends into 
depositing money with him, with which, 
in the course of years, he has established 
pawn shops in Chiang-yin, Tan-yang P‘iao- 
yang, Chiang-ning (Nauking), Yang-chow, 
and other Prefectures and Districts, to the 
number of twenty and more. Besides con- 
ducting a pawnbroking business at these 
various establishments, which are all car- 
ried on with borrowed capital, this officer 
has issued drafts upon them to the extent 
of several lacs of taels. In the second 
moon of the present year he abruptly 
announced his failure to the amount of 
upwards of Tis. 810,000, of which over Tls. 
50,000 was government money. Against 
this amount he had assets in capital, house 
property etc. to the value only of Tis. 
800,000 more gr less. He refuses access 
to the books and registers of his depo- 
sitors on the plea that they have been 
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injured by rats, burnt, or some such’ 


excuse. The Memorialist would observe 
that the penalty provided by law for 
fraudulent absorption of property is 
very severe. It is patent to everyone that 
the said Liu Yii-chen whose only aim is 
eee profit has ruthlessly repudiated 

is engagements and appropriated the funds 
of others with intent taking care to conceal 
all his available capital in some place of 
safety before declaring himself bankrupt. 
Unless therefore heis proceeded against with 
the utmost severity, the effect upon com- 
mercial morality and popular feeling will 
be most injurious. It becomes, then, the 
duty of the Memorialist to pray that Liu 
Yié-ch‘en, Expectent ‘aotai in Fuhkien, 
be stripped of his rank as a preliminary 
atep, while the Memorialist proceeds to 
give orders that enquiries shall be made 
with a view to ascertaining whether or 
no he has any property concealed, the 
man himself being summoned before a 
court and rigorously proceeded against for 
the amount of his defaleations. For Decree 
see Gazette of May 15th. 

June 12th.—(1) Postscript Memorial 
from Chang Shu-shéng. After the recent 
failure to hold Bacuinh in Tonquin, the 
front division of the Imperial army dispers- 
ed and fell back behind the frontier, and 
as no preparations for defence had been 
made in their rear, the Memorialist sent 
orders by express to Li Ping-héng, Judge 
of Kuangsi, to go with all speed to Nau-ning 
and occupy that place and its approaches 
with whatever force he thought necessary 
to secure the preservation of order there. 
This has already been reported to His 
Majesty. Li Ping-héng now reports that 
Nau-ning is one of the most important 
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places inside the frontier, as there is a pay}, 
office and a military store department) 
there. At one time it was garrisoned 
with two regiments, but these haves 
been sent beyond the frontier, to Shang} 
ssi Chow, and other places, while 
application has been made from the Tao-|' 
t‘ai of the Tso-chiang Circuit to enlist more 
irregulars. All the troops outside the pro. 
vincial being posted at important points of}: 
defence, the judge was of opinion that 
none of them could be removed, the only]' 
two regiments that remained in the pro-|’ 
vincial being equally indispensable. Under 
these circumstances, after consultation 
with Chang Meng-yuan, Financial Com. 
missioner, and Chiang Tse-ch‘un, Tao- 
t‘ai employed in the Military Secretary’: 
Department, it was decided to depute 
a Volonel, Wang by name, to enlist, asa) 
preliminary measure, one regiment of ir. 
regulars which would be disposed in the 
manner: that seemed most satisfactory. 
He, the Judge, has decided to leave for 
Nan-ning on the 25th day of the 3rd moon, 
where he will take counsel with the Brigs- 


arrangement to be made. He proposes to 
request the Governor of Kiangasi to instruct 
the Salt Commissioner to attend for the 
time being to the treatment of all criminal 
cases requiring to be dealt with by ths 
Judge’s Yamén.—Rescript : Let the Board 
concerned take note. 

June 13th.—(Abstracts of Memorials) 
Chang K‘ai-sung reports that he has taken 
over the seals of the Governor of Yiinnan, 
and, in a second Memorial, that he ha 
sent Tang Chiung, the cashiered Governor, 
to Peking in charge of an officer. 

(1) A Decree. Upon the 10th day af 
the 10th moon of the present year We 
shall reverently enter upon the fiftiet!: 
anniversary of the Natal Day of Her 
Most Gracious Majesty Tz‘i Hsi. A: 
officials in Peking belonging to the ei): 
Banner Corps, with members of the Bav- 
ners male or female, eunuchs and others c: 
the age of sixty and upwards will receive + 
bounty on this occasion. Let the Boar: 
concerned give effect to this order. 

(2) A Decree: The autumn assize an- 
the Court revision of the condemned isi: 
will be conducted as usual this year, bu: 
criminals couvicted of crimes demandin: 
the infliction of summary execution wi... 
not have the ‘‘circle” placed round ther 
names indicating immediate carrying o«: 
of the sentence. 

(3) A Decree authorising the continuanc: 
or a further period of one month of th: 
supply of gruel to the poor by the tw: 
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relief agencies in Peking known as the 
‘P‘u Chi T‘ang and Kung Té Liu. This 
favour is granted in view of the pro- 
‘longed absence of rain and the high price 
‘of grain. 
(4) A Decree deploring the continual ab- 
-sence of rain in spite of the earnest prayers 
of His Majesty on repeated occasions. 
" Orders are now given for the selection of 
‘a number of Taoist and Buddhist priests 
‘who will commence a continuous series of 
services, at the Ta Kao ‘Tien and Chio 
Sheng Ssii respectively, on the 17th inst. 
-On that date His Majesty will attend in 
‘person at the ‘a Kav Tien and will also 
burn incense at the Shih Ying Kung. 
‘Princes, Dukes, and other high officers 
_ whose names are given are ordered tu be 
constantly resident in rotation at the ‘l'a 
Kao Tien and Chio Sheng Ssit to attend 
the services, Continuous services are also 
to be held at four other temples at which 
members of the Imperial nobility are to be 
in residence. 


June 14th.—(Court Circular.) The Grand 
Secretary T'so, having arrived in Peking, 
has sent in a special memorial presenting 
_ hia respects, and has applied for a few 
, days’ leave. 
Heit T‘ung and Heiieh Yiin-shéng pre- 
_ sented their respects on their return from 
Féng-t‘ien. 
. (2) Heit Tung is ordered to perform the 
duties of Acting President of the Buard of 
War, Yen Ching-ming being relieved of 
that acting appointment. 
June 15th.—(1) A respectful memorial 
from O-lo-ho-pu, President of the Board of 
_ Revenue, and his colleagues representing 
the urgent necessity of reorganising the 
system under which mining is conducted 
in Yiinnan, and soliciting the issue of an 
Imperial Decree directing the Governor 
General and Governor concerned duly to 
consider the course of action that should 
be pursued and to commence operations 
forthwith. Ou the 14th day of the 4th 
moon of the present year (May 8th, 1884) 
the Grand Council were honoured with the 
following Imperial Decree ; 


‘© We have repeatedly instructed the 
**Governor General and Governor con- 
*“ cerned to take prompt and effective mea- 
** sures for dealing with mining matters in 
**Viiunan. We hereby command the 
** Board of Revenue to consider what ac- 
** tion should be taken with a view to pro- 
*“moting the extensive development of 
“mining industry.” 

This Decree having been passed out to 
the Board by the Grand Cuuncil, the 
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Memorialists now venture to submit the 
following observations. 

From the reign Ch‘ien Lung up to the 
present time the Board has made an annual 
grant of Tls. 1,000,000 for copper ore 
produced in the province of Yiinnan, of 
which upwards of 6,300,000 catties should 
be sent yearly tu Peking. L cal wants for 
smelting purposes have alsw to be supplied 
from the same source, as well as demands 
from other provinces for the purchase of 
supplies. In addition to copper, other 
metals are found as well in the districts of 
Méng Tzii and Chien Shui, to which the 
peuple look as a source of profit. And the 
profits arising from the trade in these 
metals, as well as the amount earned in 
wages for working them, are very cousider- 
able. 

On the pacification of the province after 
the rebellion, Tsén Yii-ying, who was then 
Governor of Yiinuan, requested that capi- 
tal might be advanced to him for working 
the ore, and the Memorialist’s Board have 
at one time and another, furnished Tls, 
2,000,000 for that purpose. From the Ist 
year of the reign Kuany Hsii, when the 
experiment was commenced, up to the 
present time, a period of ten years, only 
5,000,000 catties of copper have been sent 
to Peking, which is less than the fixed 
amount that used to be required to be sent 
in any single year. 

In the first mooh of last year Tsén Yii- 
ying, the Acting Governor-General, and 
Tu Jui-lien, the Governor, presented a 
Memorial on the subject of the reforms 
necessary in the system under which cop- 
per was placed under Government control. 
They stated that expenses must be reduced, 
capital borrowed in advance, an exten- 
sion of time given for results, and new 
mines opened under the dual control of 
officials and merchants. All of these points 
were considered by the Memorialists in a 
report which they submitted to the Throne 
in obedience to His Majesty’s Commands. 
In this Memorial they requested that His 
Majesty would give orders that all the 
officers charged with the direction of opera- 
tions should apply themselves in earnest 
to the fulfilment of the task entrusted 
to them, having as the object in view the 
suppression of abuses aud development of 
profitable returns. In the 9th moon of 
last year, Ts‘en Yii-ying, Governor-Gen- 
eral, and T‘ang Chiung, Governor, ayain 
memorialised the ‘Throne, repeating the 
proposal that merchants should be in- 
vited to contribute capital in shares for the 
purchase of mining machinery as supple- 
ment tu the Guvernment capital, with a 
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view to the profitable working of the 
mineral resources of the province. In re- 
ply to this propusal an Imperial Decree was 
received calling npon the Governor-General 
and Governor in question to carry out their 
scheme in a satisfactory manner, and to 
submit a Code of Regulations to the Throne. 

In the 3rd moon of the present year 
Chou Té-jun, Secretary of the Grand 
Secretariat, memorialised the Throne re- 
questing that the system pursned at K‘ai- 
p‘ing might be applied to the minesin Yiin- 
nan, Upon this proposal also, as the re- 
cords will shuw, the Board submitted an 
opinion. 

In sum : the opening of mines is a matter 
that, taking it from the highest standpoint, 
concerns the uses of the state, aud, regarded 
from a lower point of view, is asvurce of 
profit to merchants and people. The matter 
has been the subject of mature and anxious 
consideration by officials, metropolitan and 
provincial, who have investigated the ques- 
tion and considered the line of action that 
should be taken. Inasmuch as all the 
provinces are at present occupied with de- 
fensive preparations, the usual annual con- 
tribution of Tls. 1,000,000 would interrupt 
the continuity of the capacity for supply- 
ing the necessary funds for this purpose, 
but the proposal submitted last year by 
the Governor-General and Governor that 
merchants should be extensively invited 
to contribute capital for the purchase of 
machinery would obviate the necessity of 
touching Government funds without sufii- 
cient cause, and would at the same time 
be of advantage to the mines themselves, 
It is moreover stated that under this 
arrangement an improvement would be 
manifested in one year, and complete suc- 
cess would be secured in three, statements 
for which there must be some tangible 
foundation, for such brave words cannot 
be a mere empty boast. 

At a time like the present, when so 
many difficulties have to be encountered 
and there is not the wherewithal to meet 
the demands for military expenditure, 
what better course can be pursued than to 
make use of those natural products of the 
soil which are the wealth of any locality ? 
For this is the high read to fortune. 

If mines can really be opened and 
worked on so flourishing a scale as to 
enable the full quota of copper to be sent 
annually to Peking, there can be no 
objection to a large output of copper simul- 
taneously for mercantile purposes. Similar 
action can be taken in the case of mines «f 
gold, silver, lead and tin, in order that ly 
not allowing the produce of the earth to 
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lie neglected in the ground wealth may be 
laid up for the people. 

It becomes the duty then of the Me. 
morialista to request that His Majesty 
will instruct the Governor General of 
Yiinnan and Kueichow and the Governor 
of Yiinnan to avail themselves largely of 
mercantile aid and forthwith commence 
operations. In reverent obedience to the 
instructions conveyed in the Decree issued 
in the 9th moon of last year regulations 
should be drawn up by them and submitted 
to the Throne for approval, and progress 
should be reported to His Majesty from 
time to time. As before instructed, they 
should continue to call upon the officers en- 
trusted with the conduct of operations to 
apply themselves to the work with genuine 
euergy, and not add an idle ending to an 
industrious beginning. This, that there 
may be sufficient for state requirements 
and the sources of revenue may be enriched. 
—For Decree see Gazette of 25th May. 


June 16th.—A Decree calling attention 
to the present difficulties with which the 
Empire, upset by previous mishaps from 
which it has not recovered, is beset on all 
sides; the people are in a condition of 
poverty and distress, and anxieties intrude 
themselves at every point. It behoves the 
Emperor reverently to carry out these 
principles of diligence and economy which 
have been instilled into him, and which, 
following the example of his illustrious 
ancestry, it is the duty of himself and his 
servants reverently to act up to. This 
spirit of watchful care must pervade all 
classes and ranks, who must be wnmindful 
of personal ease and comfort and stimulate 
exch other to activity in the performance 
ot the respective duties, as well as to the 
avoidance of luxury and extravagance. 
‘Those who fail to give heed to this warning 
will be punished with the strong arm ut 
the law. 

June 17th.—No documents of import- 
alice. 

June 18th.—(1) A Decree directing Ts. 
‘sung-t‘ang to continue his functions as a 
Member of the Grand Council, but in con- 
deration of his past services and advance! 
age, he is, as a special favour, exempted 
from constant attendance. He must, how- 
ever, hold himself in readiness to be sum- 
moned for interrogation when questions «i 
importance arise. He is further placed in 
command of the Peking Field Force, but 
is absolved from the performance of any 
special duties which his position wouidi 
render him liable tu be called upon tv 
fulfil. 
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» (2) A Memorial from the Censor En 
Lung praying His Majesty to cause the 
tithing system to be put into actual force 
in the metropolis with a view to prevent- 
the numerous cases of violent robbery and 
burglary of which Peking has recently 
been the scene. Few of the perpetrators of 
these robberies have been seized, owing 
in great measure to the venality of the 
police authorities who harbour and pro- 
tect the offenders. The Memorialist is 
of opinion that no. better preventive 
of crime exists than the tithing sys- 
tem, but the rules under which it is con- 
ducted have been so perfunctorily observed 
that it has now become a dead letter. By 
stringent exercise of the provisions of this 
system, bad characters ‘of the class referred 
tu could find no refuge, and all suspicious 
persons could easily. be hunted up. 

June 19th.—(1) A Decree directing the 
Governor of Shaunsi, the Literary Chancellor 
of that Province, aud the Tartar-General 
at Sui-yiian, to consider: a proposal sub- 
mitted by a Censor that the Chinese pop- 
lation of the seven Sub-prefectures outside 
Shausi shall be admitted to the privilege 
of literary examinations and that a certain 
number of degrees shall be allotted them 
for competition. 

(2) A Decree ordering the Board of 
Ceremonies to consider a request from the 
Governor of Shantung that additional titles 
may be bestowed upon certain canonised 
saints of the Yellow River to whose aid in 
the successful closing of the Shih Si Hu 
aud other breaches in the banks of that 
tver is due, 

(3) Ts‘éu Yii-ying reports the execution 
by the ling chu process of a lunatic who 
murdered his grandmother with a veget- 
able knife in a paroxysm of madness. The 
waniac, who was an orphan, was in charge 
of his grandmother, and though entreated 
by her relations and neighbours to place 
him in official custody she was too fond 
of her grandson to consent, Que night 
a paroxysm of mania came on, and the 
maniac rushed into his gran mother’s 
toom flourishing a vegetable knife and 
dancing about, His grandmother tried 
to take the knife away from him, and 
he then stabbed her repeatedly and she 
fellto the ground. The neighbours came 
to her rescue on hearing her cries and 
seized the lunatic, but the wounds he had 
already inflicted were so severe that after 
lingering afew days she died. ‘The grand- 
ton was then tried upon the capital charge, 
when it was conclusively proved that the 
Crime was committed during a fit of insani- 
ty. The penalty for parricide or matricide 
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being death by the ling ch‘th process, this 
sentence was inflicted summarily upon the 
lunatic under the authority of the standing 
Imperial Death Warrant. 


June 20th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
superintendent of Live Stock and House 
Duty for the Eastern division of Peking, 
giving returns of receipts and disburse- 
nents at the close of the year of office for 
which he is responsible.’ The Memorialist 
received from his predecessor as the re- 
sult of his collections for the first two 
months of the year under review the Tia, 

sum Of  o.ecceeeeee dceseccesceccssccesess, “4,915 
He collected himself on live stock ... 14,146 
house and land 

2,297 


20,758 


” ” 


weeeccccccee POeee OOOO Ir rr rirriiry) 








The regular assessment is as follows :— 
Tis, 





Live stock : 
House duty ......cccceeees 


Showing a surplus Of ........ccceseeees 
Of this amount he paid away on 
various public accounts ......c008 6,145 





Leaving & balance Of .....cccsceesseees 





The surplus assessmant on the Memo- 
rialist’s collection is, however...... 
So that his collection shows a deficit 


Olscccatescssacesscsececsnssesesddvecssescsies 


2,308 
15,692 








This is attributable to various causes. 
First, the supply of pigs, sheep and horses 
upow which the revenue chiefly depends 
was considerably interrupted last summer 
by heavy rains, the unsettled state of the 
money market, the difference in rates of 
silver at Peking and elsewhere, and the 
numerous bank failures. Next, a number 
of cavalry horses for different provinces 
had to be passed free of duty. The pro-: 
hibition against the sale of horses in Peking, 
again, interfered with revenue receipts, 
while, finally, the high prices ruling every- 
where were a serious detriment to trade. 
The Memorialist and his predecessor are 
of course responsible for this deficit, but 
he ventures to appeal to # decree issued in 
the 3rd year of Hsien Féng in which the 
Board of Revenue, while insisting upon 
the collection of assessed amounts, are 
allowed to show consideration in cases 
where there is a real ground of excuse 
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for failure to collect the full sums re- 
quired. He has to add that he and 
his predecessor have, under instructions 
from different departments, expended on 
animals for sacrificial purposes aud in 
remission of duties on cavalry horses, the 
sum of Tis, 12,425. He has at present in 
hand the sum of ‘I'ls. 2,188, and he would 
bey to be instructed as to whether he shall, 
as usual, hand this amount over to the 
Treasury of the Privy Purse, or, if not, to 
what departinent it shall be sent. 

June 21st,—({1) A Decree extending the 
orders recently given to metropolitan and 
and provincial high authorities with re- 
ference to the recommendation of men of 
capacity to Manchu Princes and Dukes and 
Tartar Generals in the provinces, who are 
called upon to recommend for employment 
any holder of an Imperial title of nobility 
of the seventh grade or under, down to 
unemployed members of the Imperial Clan, 
whose abilities warraut such recommenda- 
tion. This recommendation must in all 
cases be accompanied with a certificate 
giving the results of an examination of the 
capacity of the individual in question. 

(2) A Decree. Chang Shu-shéng has 
submitted a Memorial giving a general 
sketch of the state of affairs in the Yueh 
provinces, which he deals with seria- 
tim. How comes it that if the civil ad- 
ministration, the military system, and the 
public morals are in such a state of cor- 
ruption as he describes, he has not 
long since taken their reformation in hand, 
but waits until he hands over charze before 
submitting a report upon the matter? Such 
conduct undoubtedly shows an intentional 
evasion of responsibility. Let Chang Chih- 
tung upon arrival at his post set to work 
in earnest tu deal with all matters whatsv- 
ever that require attention, having before 
him asthe main object of his aspirations 
the advancement of all that is advantage- 
ous, and the extirpation of every form of 
every form of abuse. 

(3) Lin Shu is allowed to vacate his 
appointments on the ground of contfiued 
ill-health. 

(4) The Superintendent of Live Stock 
and House Duty for the Western division 
of Peking reports that he has collected 
during his year of office the sum of ‘T'ls. 
18,756, which, after deducting expenditure 
for office aud other purposes, leaves him 
with a deficit of ‘I'ls. 6,564 on his surplus 
assessment. He yives the same reasons as 
his colleague in a previously published re- 
port for the falling off iu his receipts. 

__ (5) A Joint Memorial from the Governor- 
General, Governor, and Superintendent of 
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Customs at Canton reporting the remittance 
to Peking of the first instalment of certain 
subsidies due this year which consist of the 
following items : 


Th. 
Refund on Fuhkien loan 1875...... 6,000 
For the office of the Privy Purse......300,000 
For palace repairs ........ccccsseceeee 80,000 


: Ta, ...60000000-386,000 


(6) The Goveruor of Shantung reports 
that he has drawn Tis. 26,000 from the 
Treasury chest for the purchase of the 
following munitions of war at Shanghai : 

1,000 Hotchkiss (?) guns. 
300 000 bullets. 
2,500 rifles. 
Shells, etc., etc. . 

Li Hung-chang, Superintendent of 
Northern Trade, has further supplied the 
Memorialist with 1,000 breech-loading shih 
shth té rifles, with 300,000 bullets, at a 
cost. of Tis. 7,820 extra. 

June 22nd.—({1) Fu K‘un (jj 2) is ap- 
pointed General Commandant of the Gen- 
darmerie in Peking, and also President of 
the Board of Works, 


(2) A Decree directing the Governor 
General of Chihli and the Governor of the 
Metropolitan Prefecture to test the capa- 
bilities of one Yen Hsiian, formerly acting 
Magistrate of two Districts in the Metro- 
politan Prefecture, who has been com- 
mended to His Majesty in response to the 
recent call for the recommendation of men 
of talent. 


(3) Chang K‘ai-sung, Acting Governor of 
Yunnan, reports his assumption of the new 
duties entrusted to him. On the 9ch of April 
last he received from the Grand Council con- 
fidential information that upon the 26th oi 
March a Decree was received ordering the 
Memorialist to act as Governor of Yiiuuan, 
Li Yung-ch ‘ing temporarily taking his place 
as Governor of Kuei-chow. As already 
reported, the Memorialigt hastened to 
complete the business of importance that 
he had in hand, and started for his dea- 
tination by Government post. He has 
now the honour tu report that he arrived 
at Yiinnan Fu upon the 10th of May, when 
the ex-Governor T‘ang Chiung, now cash- 
iered, handed over to him the Governor's 
seal, which bears the number 8 under the 
distinguishing character [aj 9 well as the 
Standing Imperial Death Warrant ani 
other insignia of office, The Memorialis 
is deeply sensible of His Majesty’s gooduess 
towards him and of his untituess for the 
responsible office that has beeu conferred 
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spon him. It is the fashion to speak of 
Yiinnan asa much easier province to govern 
han Kueichow, but although the revenue 
of the latter is larger than that of Kuei- 
thow, its expenditure is so large that it is 
mtirely dependent upon other provinces 
ior contributions towards the maintenance 
of its defences, and these supplies have 
deen so scant of late that the provincial 
treasury is absolutely bare. The Governor- 
General Ts‘én Yii-ying is well acquainted 
with the conditions of the province, where 
he has been for many years and has gained 
the respect and confidence of the peuple. 
The fact, however, that the proviuce is 
bounded by Burmah on the west and ‘lon- 
quin on the south, where the frontier 
defences are of supreme importance and 
added to this, the absence of the army 
beyond the frontier, renders the mainten- 
ance of order within the border and the 
pacification of the poole matters of 
special importauce, e can only under- 
take to fulfil his duties to the best of 
his ability, aud will consult the Governor 
General by letter upon all local matters of 
importauce as they arise. 

(4) The same gfficer reports that, as 
commanded by decree, he has sent Tang 
Chiung, the cashiered Governor, as a pri- 
soner to Peking. While holding office as 
Governor of Kueichow he received a private 
communication from the Grand Council in- 
forming him that on the 26th of March an 
Imperial decree was issued to the following 
effect : ‘¢ T‘ang Chiung was holding Shaunsi, 
(Soutay) and other places in Tonquin with 
a division of troops from Yiinnan, and 
abruptly returned to the proviucial capital 
without Imperial authority” etc., etc., 
etc. As already reported, the Memorialist 
made haste to conclude the affairs of im- 
portance that he had in hand and started 
for Yitunan. He reached the provincial 
capital on the 10th of May, where he heard 
that ‘T'ang Chiung was suffering from a 
cerebral affection. He went direct to the 
Governor's Yamén, and there proclaimed 
the Imperial Commands to T‘any Chiung, 
who, by a painful effort, received them 
kneeling on his knees, beating his head 
apon the ground in an access of fear 
and trembling. He said that he was 
filled with remorse for the error he com- 
mitted last autumn in returning to the 
provincial capital to receive the Governor’s 
seal of office before reporting to the Throne. 
Having now been favoured with a stern 
command from His Majesty that his 
conduct should be enquired into it 
only remained for him to solicit the in- 
fiction of the severest furm of penalty. 
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He then gave up his seal of office to the 
Memorialist, who culled upon him to cure 
himself with all despatch, and, as is cus- 
tomary in such cases, consigned him to 
the custedy of the Acting Judge. An ex- 
pectant Prefect, Léng by name, was told 
off to escort him to the capital, for which 
place it is arranged that they shall start on 
the 14th of May. The officer has been 
furnished with the necessary letter to the 
Board of Punishments. 


June 23rd.—(Court Circular) Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang presented his respects at the expira- 
tion of his leave and was received in audience, 
as were also the Seventh Prince and Liu 
Ming-ch‘uan, formerly Commander-in-chief 
in Chihli. 

(1) The following appointments and 
transfers are announced ; — 

Ying Lien AE.) Brigadier-General at 
Ma-lan Chén, and Comptroller of the Office 
of the Imperial Household. : 

Wén Yi, Grand Secretary, is assigned 
the Wu Ying Throne Hall as the one to 
which his title is to apply. (Sve Mayers’s 
‘©Chinese Government” Part II. 135.) 


Sung Shén (a HS,) is appointed Senior 
Vice-President af the Board of Revenue, 
and Ching Shan (3¢%$,) Junior Vice- 
President of the same Board. 

Su Yuan-ch‘un (#¥€ 76%.) is appointed 
Acting Commander-in-chief of Kuangsi, 
vice Wang Te-pang, whose acting appoint- 
ment is hereby cancelled. 

Yung Kuei (%& &,) is appointed Senior 
Police Provost of Peking. 

(2) Memorial from Haiti ¥ ‘6n-haii, Gover- 
nor of Kuangsi recently cashiered, report- 
ing that he has handed over tho seals of 
office to his successor on the 8th of May. 


While in camp at Liang-shan (JR (LJ) in 
Tonquin, he received a note from P‘an 
Tiny-hein, Acting Governor of Kuangsi, 
to the effect that he was the humble reci- 
pient of His Majesty’s commands to act in 
that capacity; that he had arrived at 
Kuel-lin Fu on the 25th of April, and was 
leaving for Kuei-hsien on the 29th, with 
the intention of being there on the 20th of 
May to take over the seals of office. Upon 
receipt of this communication the Memo- 
rialist at once deputed two ofticers of 
his staff reverently to convey the Gover- 
nor’s seal of office to Pan ‘Tiug-hsin. 
They left Liang-shan on the 16th of May, 
with orders to press forward and deliver it 
into the hands of P‘an Ting-hsin wherever 
they might meet him. As some time 
must elapse before the latter can arrive at 
head-quarters, the Memorialist is naturally 


bound to remain where he is and await his 
punishment, in order to maintain confidence 
amongst his troops, the commanding officers 
amongst whom have been directed to apply 
for instructions to P‘an Ting-hsin when 
necessity arises, All correspondence and 
reports requiring the use of the seal or 
other action which may hereafter reach the 
Memorialist’s camp will be enclosed in 
special covers and sent express to P‘an 
Tin-hsin to be dealt with by him.—Rescript: 
It is noted. 

June 24th.—(1) The following appoint- 
ments and transfers are announced : Wu- 
la-pu to be Senior Vice-President of the 
Board of Works ; Hsi Ching ( B& ff) to be 
Junior Vice-President of the Buard of 
Works. 

(2) The following officers are appointed 
members of the Tsung-li Yamén ; Fu K‘un, 
President of the Board of Works; K‘un 
Kang, President of the Mongolian S:per- 
intendeucy ; Hsi Chén, President of the 
Court of Censors; Hsii Yung-i, Junior 
Vice-President of the Board of Works; 
Miao Shou-héng, Secretary of the Grand 
Secretariat, with the brevet rank of Vice- 
President of the Board of Civil Office. 

(3) A Decree granting to Amidha, Mo- 
hammedan Prince at Kuch‘é, and Mah- 
moud, Mahommedan Prince at Turfan, 
who have recently succeeded to their re- 
spective titles, three yeara advance of 
salary each in addition to a compassionate 
allowance for their deceased parents. The 
two Princes in question have applied for 
this grant and advance of salary on the 
ground that their family tombs and dwel- 
lings are in need of repair, and the remains 
of their parents are awaiting burial. 

(4) A Decree expressing the impatience 
felt by His Majesty at the continued 
absence of rain. In addition to the con- 
tinuous services which have previvusly 
been ordered to be held, His Majesty will 
once more offer up prayers in person on 
the 28th instant at the Ta Kao Tien and 
the Chao Hsien Miao, services being held 
simultaneously at the other State ‘l'emples. 

June 25th.—(1) A Decree directing that 
Ch‘én I, Taotai of the K‘ai, Kuei, Ch‘én, 
Haii Circuit in Honan, who has been re- 
commended as possessed of special abilities, 
shall have his name recorded by the Grand 
Council. 

(2) A report from the Acting Governor 
of Kueichow in reply to a suyvestion of 
the Board of Revenue that the provincial 
high authorities should be called upon to 
make such disposition of the criminals 
banished to their respective jurisdictions 
as would prevent the frequeucy of the 
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“assistant magistrate to a police-master, the 


_ them to that officer. 
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escape of these criminals from their place 
of banishment. Having referred the matter 
to the Provincial Judge, that otlicer ha |: 
furuished the following observations and 
suggestions on the subject. 

The five degrees of transportation de- 
signated ¢'u, the three known as liu, 
and the five degrees of military servitude 
known as chin, were instituted in the 
Ming dynasty, and the last mentioned]. 
penalty was interposed, from motives of 
humanity, between the lower grades of|' 
banishment and capital punishment. The!) 
modifications that have crept in to the 
chéin, or military servitude system, have, 
by the abolition of some grades, in some 
instances reduced the distance of banish- 
ment to less than that of the three dexrees 
of lw, and in this respect the Judge 
is of opinion that it does not posses 
sufficiently deterrent power. Ali criminals 
of the chitin class banished to Kueichor 
are, upon arrival, disposed of in a similar 
manner to the liw class, no distinction 
being made between them. The Board 
now proposes to reduce the grades of chiii 
to two only, viz: banishment to a distance 
of 4,000 li to the most remote frontier, aud 
banishment to a pestilential place. ‘This 
suggestion the Judges endorses, as it dis- 
tinguishes between the two forma of chii 
and liu, while the odium of increasing the 
severity of either penalty is avoided. As 
regards the disposition of banished crimin- 
ala, the rule has hitherto been for the pre- 
fect, sub-prefect, department or’ district 
magistrate to whose jurisdiction they ar 
assigned to hand them over to the custody 
any of their subordinate officers, from au 


subordinate to whom the criminal is con- 
signed being responsible to his chief, who 
has joint control over him. If the sub- 
ordinate officer really looked properly after 
his charge, the latter could naturally uot 
escape, but to prevent such escapes tw 
things are necessary, viz., to increase the 
penalty to which the custodians of the 
criminal are liable for his escape, and tv al- 
ford the criminal himself some means ci 
subsistence. Now the penalty for the escape 
of four criminals or under of the chién or Li 
class upon the same day isa fine inflicted 
on the officer in whose charge the criminal: 
are, and the district authority who consigys 
If the number be 
above three and under five, the penalty is 
deprivation of rank, for which, as the mis- 
demeanour is one that is committed ins 
public capacity, commutative rank is allow. 
ed to be put in by the peccant official. 
These penalties are so light that they are 
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“tot deterrent, and, in the Judge’s ‘opinion, 
hey should be increased to aw extent that 
tould make them so. As regards the 
giminals themselves, they are taken away 
rom their homes and belongings, and are 
ooften beset by cold and hunger that they 
uve no alternative but to escape, and in 
© poverty-stricken and inhospitable a pro- 
tince as Kueichow they must continue to 
lo 80 unless some means of subsistence is 
ound for them. Now the law allows a 
ation to be given to criminals of the chin 
wd liv class, who are too poor to support 
hemselves and have no handicraft to ply. 
Chis favour, however, is not extended to 
timinals of the ¢‘u class, and the Judge 
roposes that the following arrangement 
hould be made: All criminals under 
wntence of banishment, whether of the 
iin, liu, or t'w class, shall, upon arrival 
ut their place of banishment, if they are 
ipwards of sixty years of age or confirmed 
Avalids, be placed in homes for the poor, and 
ed until they die or are released. Sturdy 
ximinals of all classes shall be given rations 
‘or a year after their arrival at their place of 
banishment, irrespective of the fact of 
their being paupers or not, or whether 
ihey do or do not know a trade. Should 
ihey find a profitable employment ad inte- 
‘im the ration will be stopped ; criminals 


verving as yamén underlings’ will get the / 


isual rations, and if they have no employ~ 
nent they will be used by subordinate 
ficials as watchmen, water-carriers etc. for 
‘heir respective yaméns, or, if the authori-. 
jes can find no employment for them, 
hey will call upon the ti-pao or head of 
he ward to tind them an employer, a 
eceipt being obtained from the minor 
ficial and the ti-pao that they have 
aken over such and such a man. The 
uperior local authority responsible will 
liuself verify the liste of criminals twice a 
nouth rewarding the diligent and punish- 
ng the idle as need may be. It appears to 
he Judge that as the new Dominion has 
ww been tranquillised for some time past, 
f the transportation of criminals of the 
hin class to that rezion were resumed, 
wt only would crush of chd criminals in 
he provinces be avoided, but with such a 
ride field for employment either in agricul- 
ural work or in Government service 
scape could be more easily prevented. 
Vhether or no criminals can be received 
here, is a matter, however, for the Admi- 
istrator of that region to decide. 

(3) Tséng Kuo-ch ‘tian, Governor-General 
t Nanking, applies for His Majesty’s 
anction to an arrangement by which, com- 
gencing from the present year, Tls. 60,000 
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shall be annually supplied to the Imperial 
Manufactory, and asks that in consideration 
of the regular payment of this sum, which 
is Ts. 20,000 in advance of the annual 
contribution that used to be made, claims 
for extra contributions, including one of 
Ts. 200,000 for Imperial robes, may be 
foregove. This year an additional contri- 
bution of Tls. 60,000 for Imperial robes 
will be made, but the Provincial ‘Treasury 
will absolutely stand no further drain.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

(4) The Governor of Shantung reports 
that, as explained in an earlier Memorial, the 
new corps which was to be enlisted by the 
Brigadier of the Yén-chow Division, have 
been got together, and reached Chi-nan Fu 
on the 9th of May, where they were duly 
constituted into a regiment and inspected 
by the Memorialist, who, after consulta- 
tion with the Brigadier, ordered it to pro- 
ceed by forced marches tu Chefvo under 
charge of that officer. ‘The Brigadier was 
instructed to occupy the important points 
of vantage, to see that the whole of the 
corps of defence there were diligently 
drilled, and that strict and secret precau- 
tjons were taken. 


June 26th.—(1) A Decree: Let Liu Ming- 
ch‘uan, formerly Commander-in-Chief in 
hihli, be given the brevet rank of Governor 
f a province and assume control of matters 
in T‘aiwan (Formosa.) The Brigade-General 
and Taotai of T‘aiwan, with all officers 
below them, will be under his jurisdiction. 

June 27th.—(Abstract of Memorials.) 
Chang Shu-shéng reports that Colonels 
Tang Min-hsiian ( ‘) and Ch‘én Té- 
kuei (Bi 7 Jt) have, in obedience to His 
Majesty’s commands, been put to death.— 
Rescript: It is noted (see Gazette of April 
12th.) 

Peng Yii-lin having reported that the 
Hoppo at Canton, whose term of office has 
expired, has been diligent in the perform- 
ance of his duties, and has contributed 
Tis. 10,000 and iu aid of military expendi- 


.ture, the following Rescript was endorsed 


upon his Memorial: —Let Ch‘ung Kuang 
be committed to the Office of the Imperial 
Household for the determination of a 
reward, 

(1) A Decree ordering that three addi- 
tional establishments be opened in Peking 
for the sale of rice at reduced rates, and 
that they be furvished with a stock of 
50,000 piculs of rice to begin with. 

(2) The Governor of Shun-t‘ien Fu re- 
quests that We will give orders for the 
speedy transmission of cortain monies con- 
fiscated to the public use. Shun-t‘ien is 
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at the present time engaged in the conduct 
of relief operations, aud We command that 
the sum of T'ls. 100,000 in the Fu-k‘ang 
Bank, which ought to be confiscated to the 
public use, be allotted to Shun-t‘ien for 
relief purposes. Liu Ping-chang will forth- 
with proceed sternly to insist upon the 
payment of this sum, which he will remit 
in full to the Governor of Shun-t‘ien. 
There must not be the slightest delay in so 
doing. 

June 28th.—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied with Memorials from 
the Censor ‘Téng Ch‘éng-hsiu, oue on the 
subject of the abuses that prevail in the 
Canton Province, and the others attacking 
certain officials by name, who are, he says, 
notoriously corrupt. In his general Memo- 
rial he divides these abuses into eight 
classes which are as follows :— 

1.—The emptiness of official enquiries 
and the venality of the officers deputed to 
conduct them. 

2.—The employment of officials who, 
though nominally of another province, 
have theic homes in Kuangtung, where they 
or their family own property, and have 
in many cases been born, bred, or married. 

3.—The disreputable character of the 
secretaries employed in the yaméns. 

4,.—The wholesale infliction of fines and 
penalties to be applied to so-called chari- 
table objects or works of public utility. 

5.—The prevalence of piracy and brigan- 
dage. 

6.—The frequency of class fights. 

7.—The custom of burning the houses of 
outlaws and bad characters, which throws 
them loose upon society. 

8 —The laxity of the enforcement of the 
laws against gambling. 

The remedies suggested by the Memori- 
alist for the above state of things amount, 
in sum, to a request that the Governor 
General and Governor of the province shall 
be told to put a stop to them, the measures 
they are to take with this end in view 
being briefly indicated in each case. 

June 29th.—Nvo documents of impor- 
tance. . 

June 30th.—(1) A Decree acknowledg- 
ing receipt of a report from the Court of 
Censors who state that Liu Féng-pao, ex- 
pectant ‘laotai in Yiinnan recently cash- 
jered, has sent an agent to present a peti- 
tion 1m his name to the effect that he had 
served over ten years in Yiinnan, during 
which time he had never failed in his duty 
in the slightest particular. After applying 
last year for sick leave, he was denounced 
by T’ang Chiung on the ground that he 
was a man of low aspirations and deceitful 
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character whose only aim was personal gain 

As his reputation was at stake, he -had no! 
resource but to protect himself against the, 
aspersion. Ts’en Yii-ying and Chang Kai-; 
sung are instructed to ascertain whether! 
the charges against the ex-Taotai arej 
well founded or not, and provincial high; 
authorities are expressly called upon to! 
see to it that when criticising the conduct) 
of their subordinates their denunciations) 
are based upon fact, and that their atate-; 
ments are not of so vague a nature as to} 


provoke the contentions of the officers: 


accused, as such proceedings are most un-{ 
constitutional, If it be found that the; 
ofticers who make these protests are not the; 
victims of injustice they will assuredly be; 
dealt with as the law prescribes. 

(2) A Decree directing that Chang Shu-; 
shéng and Ni Wén-wei be committed to; 
the Board for the determination of a; 
penalty, it having been pointed out by! 
Chou Te-jun, Secretary of the Grand. 
Secretariat, that the recommendation they 
made of the services of a certain officer. 
sent'on a mission of enquiry to Kuangai: 
and beyond the frontier was not justified: 
by fact. ‘ 

(3) A Decree in answer to a Memorial 
from Shang Haien, Secretary of the Grand, 
Secretariat, who has recommended certain: 
officers to the Throne in response to the: 
Imperial commands recently issued. One, 
of his nominees, Yii Yin-lin, Tao-t‘ai at I-; 
ch‘ang, is to’ have is name recarded by the. 
Grand Council, and another, a Secretary 
of one of the Boards, is to have his capaci 
ties tested, by his chiefs.’ The Memorialiat 
is, however, to be summoned and severely 
reprimanded for his presumption in recom- 
mending two cashiered officers for re-em- 
ployment, viz: Pao T‘ing, formerly Vice-. 
President of the Board of Ceremonies, 
who was dismissed for failure to keep his’ 
propensities within proper bounds, and Li: 
Ho-min, formerly Governor of Honan, who, 
was dismissed the publie service for wil-: 
fully misrepresenting the facts of a case, 
of murder. | 

(4) A Decree in answer to a request from! 
Ch‘én Shih-chieh, Governor of Bhantane 
that a high officer may be seut to inspect 
and take over charge of the line of embank- 
ments on either side of the Yellow River, 
the construction of whieh is now eompleted. 
He further requests that the balance of 
the money grauted for the construction of 
these embankments which remains in hand 
may be applied to the cust of the establish- 
ment of a protective service for the preven 
tion of accidents to the embankments, Ia 
Shantung, the Decree gues on to say, tle 
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great danger which has to be guarded 
qainst as faras the Yellow River is con- 
serned is the piercing of its bauks by the 
violence of the current. Large grauts of 
‘money have been made, and Ch‘en Shih- 
chieh has been called upon to construct a 
continuous line of embaukments to guard 
against the mischief that breaches in the 
old embankments caused. These embank- 
ments, which are constructed on either 
side of the river, and are over 1000 li in 
length, are now reported to be complete, 
to be in uniformity with the specifications, 
and to have actually cost the amount that is 
returned as expended ‘The Court has spared 
noexpense in this undertakingand gavestrict 
orders to the Governor to see that it was 
properly carried out. That officer will now 
minutely inspect the whole of the works 
himself, and should any accident occur to 
the embankment during the time for which 
it is guaranted, he alone will be held 
responsible for the injury that is done to 
the interests of the people. He may apply 
the balance he has in hand to the purpose 
he sugyests, 

July 1st.—(1) The Governor of Hupei 
reports the following case of wilful murder 
in the Yiian-an District in that province. 
Li Té-mou, the murderer, was a distant 
relative of Li Té-ching his victim, who 
lived in the same village. Li ‘I'é-mou was 
badly off and was constantly in the habit 
of applying to Li Té-ching for loans of 
nioney, and the latter treated these applica- 
tions with contumely, which provoked the 
anger of Li Té-ching. Rather more than 
two years ago, Li T'é ching came one even- 
ing to the house of Li Té-mou, with whom 
atriend of the latter, one Chiang Ta-wén, 
was sitting at the time. Li ‘I'é-mou pro- 
duced some wine and invited Li ‘Té-ching 
todrink. He accepted the invitation and 
soon became intoxicated. Whereupon 
Li Té-mou drew his friend Chiang Té- 
wén aside, and telling him that he had a 
gtudge against Li Te-ching, proposed that 
they two should murder him and then his 
wife, after which they could take hix pro- 
perty and divide it between them. Chiang 
Té-wén consented, and the pair, returning 
to the room, found their inebriated guest 
leaning with both arms upon the table. 
Li Té-mou then proceeded to divest him- 
self of his girdle, which he tied round the 
neck of Li ‘T'é-ching, who fell face upwards 
on the ground. Li Té-mou then sat astride 
of him and took one end of the girdle 
while Wén Ta-chiang laid hold of the other, 
and each drew the girdle taut, strangling 
their victim thereby. They then carried 
the corpse to Li ‘l’é-ching’s house, aud 
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having deposited it in a retired spot, 
knocked at his door, which was opened 
by his wife. Li Té-mou then threw a 
piece of cloth over her head, and, twisting 
it round her throat, threw her to the ground, 
when the pair of them strangled her. They 
then laid the two bodies on the bed, and 
proceeded to help themselves to all the 
rice and clothes they could find. The latter 
were taken possession of by Li Té-mou, 
who hid them pending an opportunity of 
selling them, and these led eventually to 
the identification of himself as the murderer 
and Chiang ‘la-wén as his accomplice. A 
doubt as to the accuracy of the confessions 
made led to a second trial being ordered, 
and during the interval Li Té-ching died 
in prison, The sentence of decapitation and 
exposure of the head, which is the penalty 
ordianed by law in cases of the kind, has 
none the less been carried out upon his 
corpse, and his accomplice Chiang ‘Ta-wén 
has been sentenced to summary decapita- 
tion. 

July 2nd.—The only document of interest 
in this day’s issue is a long report from the 
Governor-General at Canton refuting the 
charges brought against Chou Haing-yii, 
the ex-Salt Commissioner. This report has 
been summarised in a Decree published in 
the Gazette of 3rd June, calling upon Chou 
Haing-yii to retire from the public service. 

July 3rd.—The Governor of Peking re- 
ports a fall of rain of upwards of two inches 
of saturation, 

Audience was granted to Hsi Chén and 

iao Shou-héng. : 

July 4th.—Liu Ming-ch‘uan had audience 
of leave before starting for T‘aiwan. 

(2) A Postseript Memorial from Chou 
Té-jun, Secretary of the Grand Secretariat, 
denouncing Ni Wén-wei, Governor of 
Kuangtuny, who, he alleges, recently re- 
commended his own brother for promotion 
in consequence of his services in connection 
with the suppression of a seditious band 
in Yi-lin Chou. Some people have said 
that Ni Wén-ts‘ai, the Governor’s brother, 
performed no meritorious service in con- 
nection with the affair at all, and that he 
wrote a letter specially asking that he 
might be commended ; but without going 
into that question, there are numerous 
decrees on record, (which the Memorialist 
quotes) some dating back as far as the 
reign Chia Ch‘ing, distinctly forbidding, 
under pain of punishment, the introduction 
by provincial high authorities of the names 
of relatives private secretaries in their lists 
of recommendations. Instances are also 
on record in which penalties have been 
inflicted for offences of the kind. If the 





Governor’s brother did go to Kuangsi he 
should have remained quietly in the Gov- 
ernor’s house instead of inviting criticism 
by endeavouring to procure promotion by 
military service. The Memorialist con- 
cludes by requesting that both Ni Wén- 
wei and his brother may receive a penalty, 
the one for his failure to avoid hostile 
criticism in recommending his brother, and 
the latter for not having withdrawn from a 
duty which his relationship to the Governor 
precluded him from performing. 

(2) The next Memorial is a report from 
the Governor-General at Canton in reply 
to a Decree calling upon him to enquire 
into the truth of the above accusation 
and other charges of wrongful recom- 
mendations that Ni Wén-wei was declared 
to have made during his tenure of office 
as Governor of Kuangsi. The Memorialist 
has called upon Ni Wén-wei for a personal 
explanation in answer to each charge, and 
has applied to Hsiti Yén-hsii, who was 
Financial Commissioner of the province at 
the time, for details. The answer of the 
latter officer and Ni Wén-wei’s own ex- 
planations show conclusively that every 
charge is incorrect, and the reputation is 
. substantiated by the high character that 
Ni Wén-wei has borne during the progress 
of his official career. With regard to the 
particular charge that he recommended his 
own brother for promotion, Ni Wén-wei has 
shown that Ni Wén-ts‘ai is a distant rela- 
tive belonging to a remote branch of the 
family. The family records having been 
burnt in the rebellion it is impossible to 
trace the exact relationship he bears to 
himself, but as his name does not appear in 
the family collection of old examination 
papers, it is manifest that the relationship 
is remote. Ni Wén-ts‘ai, again, was em- 
ployed with the regiment in question before 
Ni Wén-wei took office in Kuangsi ; while, 
in any case, it is quite justifia'-le, as quoted 
precedents show, for a high officer to recom- 
mend a relative on account of military 
service who is not his own brother, nephew 
or secretary. 

July 5th.—(1) A Decree directing the 
Chamberlain of the Imperial Guard to 
institute an enquiry into the conduct of 
one of the officers of the Guards who is 
charged by a Censor with having made use 
of violent and improper language to a 
Secretary of one of the Boards on the 
occasion of his attendance at Court upon 
the 30th instant. 

(2) His Majesty announces his intention 
of proceeding in person on the 7th in- 
stant to the Ta Kao Tien and Shih Ying 
Kung to return thanks for the rain that 
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fell on the 2nd and 8rd instant. Thaske- 
giving services will be simultaneously held 
at the other State Temples in which princes 
and other high functionaries named are 
directed to take part. The altars erected 
at the Ta Kao Tien and Chio Sheng Sei 
for performance of continuous services are 
ordered to be withdrawn. 

(3) A long Decree acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of a report from the Board uf Revenue 
on the subject of the remission of taxation 
in places where the harvests have failed. 
A Censor having drawn His Majesty’s at- 
tention to the fact that the publication of 
Imperial Manifestos authorising the remis- 
sion of taxation in districts where failure of 
harvests had occurred was often purposely 
delayed by the local authorities, the Board 
of Revenue was called upon to furnish a 
report upon the subject. ‘'his report, which 
has now been sent in, is accompanied by 
five regulations, the strict observance of 
which is positively enjoined upon Provincial 
Governors, who are to see that the pro- 
visions are properly carried out by their 
several subordinates, The procrastination 
and wilful withholding from the suffering 
people by corrupt officials of the privileges 
and exemptions which the Oourt never fails 
to grant upon application, are condemned 
in the strongest terms, and condign punish- 
ment is promised to those who continue to 
levy taxes in defiance of Imperial acts of 
remission, or fail to put these acts into im- 
mediate operation. 

(4) A Decree ordering a continuance of 
the sale of grain at reduced rates in and 
near Peking, ia view of the continuance of 
the high price of grain. The Government 
of the Metropolitan Prefecture and the 
Governor-General of Chihli having sug- 
gested, in answer to instructions, that a 
portion of the copper cash due to the Buard 
on account of military pay shall be diverted 
for the purchase of grain, authority is given 
for the appropriation of Tis. 100,000 from 
this fund for the purchase of rice and other 
kinds of grain for sale at reduced rates. 

(4) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kiangsi demonstrating the necessity of 
taking some measures to reduce the strain 
on the public purse caused by the numbers 
of officers holding hereditary patents of 
nobility granted for the services of their 
ancestors in the field, or in consequence of 
their massacre during rebellion, aud other 
causes of alike nature. There is au annual 
call of over Tis. 50,000 to meet the 
salaries allotted to these holders of here- 
ditary nobility, whether on full or half 
pay, and unless some means are adopted 
of reducing the expenditure under this 
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heading, to which at present no limit 
is assigned, it will be impossible to con- 
tinue to meet the call. Other provinces, 
and prefectures in these provinces, have 
had limitations laid down as to the num- 
ber of holdera of hereditary nubility, In 
Hunan, for instance, the number is 
limited to 400; in Nanking to 348; in 
Souchow to 160; in Anhui to 176. In 
Kiangsi there are already 483, which is 
more than any where else, but as it would 
not be humane to reduce this number ab- 
tuptly, the Memorialist proposes to reduce 
the salaries paid by a certain percentage, 
‘and to limit the recipients to the pre- 
sent number, viz: 483. After a care- 
ful study of the regulations iu force 
in Hunan, Kiangsu and Anhui, he has 
drawn up eight rules for the limitation of 
holders of patents of nobility to a certain 
number and the payment of their salaries 
on a reduced scale, which he ventures to 
submit to His Majesty for approval.— 
Referred to the Board concerned. 

July 6th.—The Governor of Peking 
teports a fall of rain in the capital to the 
extent of 5 inches and upwards of satura- 
tion. 

(Abstract of Memorials) P‘an Ting-hsin 
feports that he bas deputed an officer to 
sscort Heti Yéu-hsti, the cashiered Go- 
ternor, northwards. 

(1) The Superintendent of Imperial 
Manufactories at Hangchow reports the 
lespatch of a second instalments of silks 
md satins due upon the general order for 
he year 1870, the manufacture of which 
as been delayed in consequence of an 
naufficiency of funds, The Memorialist’s 
wredecessor sent last year the following 
naterials :—- 


Silk, satin and crape for Imperial 
UBC, cccrrecceccscrecseveesceee .--pieces 300 
Satin and crape for olticial use, ,, 200 
Silks for palace use,.............. » 95 760 
Thread,..........00 BaNSaddesea dense catties 200 
Satiu and silk for the use of 
the Board ...........s0eesssseeee pieces 800 


- The Memorialiat’s instalment gousint of 
he following :— 
Silk, crape and satin for Imperial 


use, ..... de ssenseacecseose eeessees pieces 243 
Satin ‘and crape for official use, ,, 160 
Silks for palace use ............... », 540 

. Sewing throad ............:scceeee -catties 200 


Finne calico,.......cccsesssscoceseeeee 
Satin, silk, &c., for use of the 
Board. ........ccscsscsesnees cos bea pieces 800 
May 23cd.*—(1) Kao Chung-ch* i (es 


f£) appointed Acting Financial Cum- 


», 1,000 


° Omitted in its proper pluce, 
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missioner of Shansi, and Huang Ohao-lin 
(3 WEB) Acting Judge of the same 


province. 


(2) A Memorial tid Yii Seti, a Second 
Class Secretary of the Board of Works, 
proposing the development of the sources 
of revenue to meet the emergencies of the 
times. 

In the humble opinion of the Memoria- 
list, the present is a time of great diffi- 
culties. The Revenue has fallen off, and 
every available means should be considered 
of bringing prosperity to the empire and 
enriching the people. In each of the 
provinces, the revenue derived from 
land and grain tax, customs, salt duty 
and likin, is in constant danger of 
proving insufficient for current expendi- 
ture, while there is absolutely no re- 
serve fund to meet calls for expenditure 
of an extraordinary kind. Even if resort 
were had to loans or the sale of rank, the 
amount realised would be inconsiderable 
and inadequate for the uses to which it is 
wanted to be put at the present time. 
Defence is the burning question of the 
hour, and national sources of wealth must 
at once be developed on a large scale if the 
defences are to be placed in a permanent 
condition of efficiency. 

The Memorialist ventures respectfully to 
submit certain plans which he has devised 
with this object in view, the details of 
which are as tollows :— 


First, he would pray that each of the 
provinces should be called upon to raise 
the price of salt by two cash acatty. The 
guantity in each kang, or fixed amount, 
should be computed, and the value paid 
into the Salt Comptroller’s hands, any over- 
plus being made to pay at the same rate. 
The extra charge as levied upon the mer- 
chant would appear to be somewhat large, 
but when it comes to be distributed over 
the people, it will be an insignificant item 
for each individual consumer. The in- 
crease of revenue derived from this source 
should be some tens of millions, 

Secondly, he would ask that orders be 
given that those officials who have pur- 
chased office in times gone by (previous to 
the abolition of the purchase system) at 
reduced prices, be called upon to subscribe 
a certain additional sum within a given 
limit of time. The officers which this 
arrangement would affect are the following : 

Those appointed to substantive posts 
direct from the Board of Civil Office. 

Those who have served in the grade they 
pret and have passed into another 
class. 


Those expectants of office whohave served 
their probationary term and are awaittug 
substantive employment. 

Those who have neither obtained office 
through the Board of Civil Office, nor been 
allotted a province in which to await em- 
ployment. 

Theamount to be paid by theaboveshould 
be based upon the rule that is observed in 
the case of the purchase of the literary 
degrees of Kung Shéng or Chien Shéng, the 
full price of which is not paid at the time 
of purchase, a certain balance being reserv- 
ed until a nomination to an appointment 
is given, when the nominee pays up the 
balance of his purchase money. 

This arrangement, if carried out, ought 
to realise many millions of taels. 

Thirdly, he would request that opium- 
producing lands be taxed. Proposals have 
been made time after time for the increas- 
ed taxation of foreign opium, but the 
greater part of it has not hitherto paid the 
tax known as lo ti, or contribution at the 
place of final deposit. Orders, then should 
be given for the imposition of a 5 per cent 
lo tt and at in all Departments and Districts 
situated at a distance of 100 li from a 
native or foreign Maritime Customs estab- 
lishment. The consumption of foreign 
opium is daily increasing, and as the habit 
has become so prevalent and wide-spread, 
the evil has now assumed proportions which 
place it beyond remedy. Prohibit the 
planting of poppies, and the native produc- 
tion may diminish, but the foreign impor- 
tation would daily increase. It is suggested 
therefore that (the growth of the poppy 
should be legalised and that) land upon 
which it is grown should pay twenty times 
the amount of the ordinary land tax. 
Laud upon which tobacco is grown should 
also pay five times the ordinary land tax, 
as the land so used is so much taken away 
from the growth of food stuffs. Additional 
likin should also be levied on tobacco at 
the various stations it passes. 


Fourthly, mining industry should be ~ 


extensively developed. Merchants should 
be invited to subscribe capital for working 
all mines producing copper, coal, gold, 
silver, tin, etc., and should be protected 
from interference on the part of local bad 
characters. Local individuals interested 
should receive a five tael share on every 
hundred tael share. Twenty of such shares 
should constitute alargeshare, while smaller 
five tael shares should be offered to in- 
vestors (other than local individuals) at ten 
taels each. Should the applications for 
small shares be in excess of the number 
offered for sale, purchasers should be 


Google 


[May 23, 


selected by lot. These shares should be 
allowed to be pledged at certain estab- 
lishments authorised to accept them, aud 
should be redeemable within a certaiu 
by payment of interest. 

Fifthly, a system of bank notes issued by |. 
government and circulated by merchants 
should be organised. Failures of cash 
banks have been very prevalent of late, 
and it is essential that arrangements should |: 
be made, in the capital by the Board of |. 
Revenue, in the provinces by the Finau- 
cial Commissioners, to issue Government 
notes to the various cash and_ silver 
banks at a charge of two cash per mil, 
or two li per tael. The bankers should |. 
stamp these notes with the seal of their 
bank before putting them in circulation, |: 
and holders should apply to the bank 
whose seal is affixed when they wish 
to have them cashed. Damaged notes |. 
should be allowed to be changed by |. 
the bankers for clean ones, on payment |: 
of the usual fee of two per mil. ‘The issue 
of all private notes for cash or money, with 
the acceptance of money, for transmission 
by bill, or on deposit, should be for ever |. 
prohibited. On the failure of any bank, the 
guarantors should be held responsible for 
its liabilities, and any forgery of notes or 
alteration of the amounts inscribed thereon 
should be punishable by law. 

Sixthly, Government bonds should be |. 
extensively circulated. With ch‘ao p‘iao, 
or Government bonds, the first essential is 
that they shall have the confidence of the 
people. They should therefore be issued 
by the Board of Revenue, and, as a preli- 
minary step, sent to the various Financial 
Commissioners in the provinces, wh 
should stamp them but not circulate 
them until an occasion arises for remit- 
ting Government funds to the metropolis, 
when ninety percent of the amount should }. 
be remitted in silver and ten in notes, 
These notes should on arrival in Peking 
be stamped by the Board, and then called 
shih ch‘ao, or ‘‘active” notes. Monies 
issued by the Board would similarly be is- 
sued in the proportion of ninety per cent 
of silver to ten of notes. The ten per 
cent of the silver retained will be put 
out to interest by the department at 7 li |’ 
(about nine per cent), of which 5 li will 
revert to the Government, and 2 li go 
towards expenses of management of 4 |. 
special office for the issue or redemption 
of these Treasury notes irrespective of 
the province of issue. An office should 
be established in the capital for the 
issue of funds for the issue or redemp- 
tion of “active notes” which may come 
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p from the provinces as remittauces, 
r be sent back there in the same form. 
iny attempt to redvem the notes by silver 
ean inferior touch or weight should be 
mnished in the same manner as is laid 
own iu the same case of tampering in a 
imilar way with militsry treasure. | 

Seventhly, all abandoned lands should 
brought under cultivation by emigrants, 
tho are offered inducements to take them 
ip. The superintendence of this enter- 
wise might well be entrusted to some 
f that large majority of expectants of 
fice who are tov be found in évery 
wovince. No taxes should be levied on 
uch land for a given number vf years, 

Eighthly, the colonisation of waste ares 
hhould) be eucouraged. After parcelling 
mt these waste tracts, which are to be 
ound particularly in the north-west of the 
mpire and the islands on the south-east 
wast, they should be peopled with vagrants, 
nho should be provided with funds to 
ake them there and be given a plot 
land to farm. Populations will thus 
atime be formed which cannot fail in due 
»urse to be a useful element in the ques- 
iion of frontier defence. 

Tea and silk being the two chief staples 
¥ export to foreign countries might, the 
Memorialist thinks, bear a heavier likin 
4x; while sugar and wine, being profitless 
wticles of daily consumption, should 
taxed on the heaviest scale. None of 
ihe above suggestions would, if carried 
nut, have @ prejudicial effect upon regular 
ocal taxation, and it seems to the Memo- 
‘alist that they would prove of advantage 
uth to the Government and the people. 
Che sources of wealth being heuceforward 
leveloped, the funds at the disposal of the 
jovernment, whether for the fostering of 
alent, the organisation of troops, the con- 
Kruction of vessels, or appliances of various 
tinds, will be largely augmented, and it will 
iherefore be possible to carry out any of 
ihe above enterprises on a much larger scale, 
intil the prosperous times that are in the 
‘uture will become more prosperous still, 
ind the strength of the empire will develop 
jay by day. 

July 7th.—A Memorial from Hai-ch‘un, 

eputy Supervisor of Instruction, object- 
Dg to the system of svu-called secret recom- 
nendation of men of talent as called for in 
trecent Decree. While this Decree is an 
ividence of the unceasingness of the endea- 
our of the Court to govern the Empire 
ight, and His Majesty is naturally de- 
pendent upon the recommendations of his 
tervauts for a knowledge of the officers 
® employs, the Memmorialist objects to 
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the importance attached to the seorecy of 
these recommendations. Were the plan as 
excellent in execution as it is admirable 
in principle there would be nothing to 
be said against it, but in practice it is 
bound in the long run to lead to abuses, 
instances of which may be seen in such re- 
cent cases as the r commendation of Hung 
Ju-kuei, and Wang Ting-an. Of course it 
is not contended that all recommendations 
by high officers must necessarily be in- 
terested, but itis neverthelessa fact that most 
officials are anxious to avoid trouble, and 
they are not likely to denounce anyone 
whom they have previously recommended. 
The officials of the Central Government 
make it no concern of theirs, and onlookers 
do not take the matter up, with the result 
that the atringency of the laws against 
infringement of public duties have tu make 
way for satisfaction of private obligations. 
The secrecy observed is by the high officer 
towards his sovereign, not towards the 
person he recommends. Their favours 
become a marketable commodity, and the 
distributor of them forms a clique of ad- 
herents, from which source abuses readily 
Spring. Lt is necessary therefore to guard 
against these beforehand. Now the Me- 
morialist finds that decrees were issued 
in the reigns Ch‘ien Lung and Tao Kuang 
in which provision was made that recom- 
mendation of men of talent should be 
openly made, and that the Grand Council 
should furnish a record of the antecedents 
of each individual so recommended with a 
statement of the result of their examination 
iuto his capacity, to be submitted concur- 
rently with the presentation of the indivi- 
dual to His Majesty. In the humble opinion 
of the Memorialist open recommenda- 
tions are much preferable to secret ones, 
aud he would beg that orders be given that 
the record of the doings of officers recom- 
mended, and the results of the scrutiny of 
their capacity which should be submitted 
to the Throne, may be made public by the 
Court, where the individual recommended 
should be presented in due order and after- 
wards employed in whatever capacity may 
be deemed suitable. Should any individual 
so recommen ed be guilty of dishonesty 
or any similar offence, a penal'y of a 
severe kind should be inflicted on the 
officer recommending him, unless the latter 
shall be afterwards the first to denouuce 
him. Of late there has been a tendency on 
the part of officials of every class to 
avoid responsibility, and it is more than 
possible that the result of a severe measure 
like that proposed would be that no one 
would come forward with recommendations. 





This should be met by an authorisation to 
the Censorate class to denuunce any official 
who fails to recommend anyone after a 
course of years. History furnishes instances 
of persons being recommended and after- 
wards denounced by those who recom- 
mended them. Such was the case with 
Chu Fu-tzi, Ssii-ma Kuang and others, 
aud if men of modern times will only 
imitate the perspicacity aud impartiality 
of bygone worthies there need be no 
fear of public posts not being held by 
capable men Now in selecting men for 
public posts there are these qualifications 
to be considered, which the Memorialist 
will enumerate in the order of their prece- 
dence: first, personal character, second, 
administrative capacity, and third, literary 
acquirements. By scrutiny of the manner 
in which these qualities are displayed it 
will not take long to establish the zenuine- 
hess or spuriousness of the qualifications 
of the individual, 

July 8th.—(1) A Decree acknowledging 
the receipt of a report from the Board of 
Civil Office on the subject of the penalties 
to which Chang Shu-shéng, late Gover- 
nor-General at Canton, and Ni Wén-wei, 
the Governor, kave rendered themselves 
liable. As a special act of grace, the 
penalty of dismissal from the public ser- 
vice which should be inflicted on Chang 
Shu-shéng is commuted to deprivation 
of rank with retention at his post. He 
will endeavour by diligent attention to 
his present duties as Superintendent of 
Kuangtung defences to atone for the fault 
of which he has been guilty. ‘lhe penalty 
upon Ni Wén-wei, which should be loss of 
three steps of rank with removal to another 
post, is commuted to deprivation of rank 
aud retention at his post. 

(2) A Decree ordering certain officials 
recommended under the recent Decree call- 
ing for men of talent to be sent to Peking 
for presentation at Court at the conclusion 
of the work they have respectively in hand, 

July 9:h (1 and 2).—Decrees ordering the 
usual steps to be taken in the case of otticers 
recommended as specially capable by Wu 
T‘ing-fén, Vice Director of the Imperial 
Clan Court and Minister of the Tsung-li 
Yamén, and Féng Erh-ch‘ang, Director of 
a minor Court, respectively. 

(3) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a report from P‘an Ting-hsin, Governor 
of Kuangsi, announcing the successful dis- 
person of a gang of seditious characters 
headed by one Mo Méng-pi, a cashiered 
graduate who had been imprisoned for 
a certain offence, and escaped from 
prison. Having made his way back to 
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his native place, he there raised a gang] 
of followers who preyed upon the neigh | 
bourhood, establishing themselvesin strong. | 
holds where they resisted the attempts of 
the Imperial troops to dislodge them. P‘an} 
Ting-hein on assumption of office  tovk 
measures with the Judge, Commander-in-| 
Chief aud Brigadier General Tung to} 
exterminate this gang, whose variom 
strongholds were carried one after the/ 
other. Mo Meng-pi and his brother}: 
Mo Ting-k‘uei then made their escape 
into Kueichow, where they were pur-| 
aued to their retreat in Haia-chiang} 
Ting and ayain attacked with loss. Mo/ 
Meng-pi was taken alive, and executed. | 
His bruther however made his escape, and} 
strict orders are given for his capture} 
and the whole of the remainder of the| 
band. For their services in this matter, 
the Judge of Kuangsi is to be given s 
brevet of the second rank, the Brigadier. 
General 'TSung Lu-kao is to have his name} 
recorded for promotion to the post of 
provincial Commander-in-Ohief, being fur- 
ther honored with the title of baturu, and 
the Commander-in-Chief is committed to} 
the Board for the bestowal of the highest} 
marks of approbation. | 
(4) A Memorial from the Governor of | 
Féng-t‘ien soliciting his Majesty's sanction | 
to a modification of the rule of which yin 
kuan, or officials with regular administra: | 
tive authority, are obliged to hold personal | 
inspection of the bodies of people who 
have come to their death by murder or 
other foul means, In jurisdictions as large |: 
as those of Féng-t‘ien a journey of several | 
hundred (i is often necessitated to in- 
spect a body, and it is obvious tha 
in consequence of his multifarious dutiv) 
the magistrate or sub-prefect may ofteu | 
have to postpone his visit of inspection | 
sv long that decomposition has already for 
advanced when he views the body. Thit| 
leads to endless disputes aud protests on |: 
the part of the interested persons, whv} 
accept the verdict given at the time of in-| 
spection, but often deny all they have 
previously said when the regular trial] 
comes on, either on the pretext that the 
description of the wounds or marks is in- 
correct, or that the list of stolen property 
verified in cases of highway robbery is 
wrong, and so forth. In this way case 
drag on for months and years sometimes 
without being settled, and to avoid eo 
fruitful a source of mischief to the country 
generally, the Memorialist would ask His 
Majesty, iu conformity with the rule that | 
prevails in some other places, to sanction 
the inspection of bodies and the taking of 
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ppositions in cases of murderor robbery bya 
vor official deputed by the regular local 
thority, provided that the place to be 
isited is 200 lé from his headquarters. If 
ie local authority is able to leave his other 
ork he will not send a deputy even to 
istant places, but go himself. The dis- 
icts to which the Memorialist would 
ish to apply this provision are as follows :— 
sin-min T‘ing, Liao-yang Chou, Ning- 
ian Chou, Chin Haien, Tfung-hua Hsien, 
‘ai-yuan Hsien, Huai-jén Hsien.—Re- 
tred by Rescript to the Board. 
July 10th.—The only document of in- 
rest in this day’s Gazette is a long me- 
orial from Chang Shu-shéng, Governor. 
eneral of the Two Kuang Provinces, 
ianking His Majesty for the permission 
ently given him to vacate the post of 
overnor-General and to devote his sole 
tention to the organisation of the defences 
ithe province of Kuangtung. He indulges 
1 the usual self-depreciatory reflections 
hich it is customary to make in documents 
‘this kind, and then goes on to say that 
though sensible of his failure to further 
ablic interests during the two periods in 
hich he has held office at Canton, he has 
one the leas made the abuses that prevail 
i that province the subject of close scruti- 
pand enquiry. Unable as he has been to 
pe with these abuses, he has, he thinks, 
re a general idea of their nature, 
id he feels it his duty to submit some 
warks on the subject to His Majesty 
you the relinquishment of his present 
rat. 
The abuses and evils he refers to may be 
vided iuto four general heads, viz ; abuses 
civil administration, abuses in and in- 
ficieucy of military organisation ; misap- 
‘opriation of the revenue, and laxity of 
iblic morals, The Kuangtung province 
s long had a reputation fur wealth, and 
1e officials serving there have become 
verted by the riches and luxury that 
round. Subordinate officials are put to 
‘eat expense in making perivdical presents 
their superiors, to which have tu be 
lded subscriptions towards supplying the 
ficits of their colleagues, whose accounts 
‘e not correct, entertainment one of an- 
ther, and pecuniary advances to officers 
ssing through. ‘There are also innumer- 
le iustances of secretaries and servants 
ing engaged at the bidding of some in- 
tential official, sume of whom never do 
ore than draw their stipend regularly. 
‘ith all these drains upon them the lucal 
thorities have to meet their engagements 
th reduced revennes, for since the abvli- 
yu of the custom of levying a tax on rice in 
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excess of the rateable amount, their incom- 
ings have been considerably curtailed while 
the expenditure remains the same. The 
result is that the public funds are em- 
bezzled and the people preyed upon. 
Owing probably to its remoteness from their 
place of domicile, Kuangtung has become 
the home of numbers of officials and secre- 


- taries, and when the purchase system was 


in force it was no uncommon thing for the 
sons aud nephews of one family to assume 
a fictitious name and birthplace, and having 
purchased a rank to be appointed by their 
own desire to Kuangtung, which was really 
their native province and in which their 
relatives were serving. As they knew which 
were the lucrative pusts they would scheme 
to obtain these when vacancies occurred 
instead of some of the less favoured 
appointments. Upon the first occasion 
upon which he held office as Governor- 
General in 1880, the Memorialist was careful 
to set an example in the matter of economy 
of expenditure, and steadfastly refused to 
accept any presents whatsoever. He him- 
self paid the allowances of the orderly 
officers attached to his staff, and prohibited 
them from extorting a cash from any 
subordinate official. He ordered registers 
also to be kept by every official of all the 
secretaries and domestics in his employ, 
and returns to be furnished him of these 
secretaries and domestics in which the 
name of the person at whose recommend- 
ation they were engaged was also to be 
given, His higher officials and their 
secretaries were turther strictly forbidden 
to recommend any servants or secretaries 
to their subordinates. By these means a 
slight improvement was effected, but as 
time went on things fell back into the 
old groove once more, and on the second 
occasion of his taking office, he found it 
impossible to take the matter up again. 

The money collected from various 
officials to make up deficiencies or defalca- 
tions in the accounts of different officials 
is demanded under various pretexts, ‘The 
Memorialist had gone so far towards 
suppressing this practice as to direct the 
Financial Commissioner to provide funds 
to meet the more important deficits, but no 
satisfactory arrangement has as yet been 
come to. 

‘To come to the question of military or- 
ganisation, The jate Governor General 
endeavoured tu make the pay of one soldier 
do for two by passing men into a sort of 
reserve corps, but it was found that they 
were absvulutely unreliable when ener- 
gency arose. ‘The Memorialist is a firm 
believer in the efficiency of the system 
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introduced by the late Tséng Kuo-fan, as 
pursued with his Hunan and Kiangning 
troops. A ba'talion of men for service in 
the field has now been organised under the 
Chihli rules from the troops under the 
Memorialist’s direct command, and should 
the experiment with them prove successful 
it will be extended. With a province 
possessing 80 extensive a coast line as 
Kuangtung, in the jurisdiction of which 
are the islauds of Hainan and Nan Ao, it 
is difficult to create a sufficiently large 
naval force for its protection. The pro- 
vincial government possesses at the present 
time over twenty steamers, but the majority 
of them are small, and only available for 
use in inland waters for police and preven- 
tive purposes, or for the conveyance of trea- 
sure to pay the Yiinnan and Kuangsi troops, 
and such like services. ‘There are not more 
than six or seven vessels capable of going 
to sea, and these are not fit for anything 
but cruising after pirates. Iron-clads are 
essential to the constitution of a proper 
navy, and the Memorialist has several 
times had it in his mind to ask His 
Majesty's sanction to the purchase or con- 
struction of vessels of this class, but he 
has been deterred from so doing by the 
paramount importance of furnishing funds 
for defence purposes. Ever since the re- 
bellion, military officers have never received 
more than half their anti-extortion allow- 
ance, and as they have all, high and low, had 
to carry on their duties without funds, they 
have had to raise money by affording pro- 
tection to gamblers, the keeping of brothels 
aud numerous other evil practices, and 
this is one of the chief causes of the in- 
efficiency of the army. It has now, how- 
ever, been decided tu pay all anti-extortion 
allowances henceforward at the proper 
seasons, commencing with this year, and 
all regiments have been strictly forbidden 
to take any illeyal fees of any kind. Ap- 
pointments, also, to military posts which 
used to be obtained by sycophancy or ne- 
potism, are now conferred strictly by 
merit, and after an examination of the 
eligible candidates in archery, riding, and 
foreign rifle practice. The Memorialist 
has stated it as his opinion that it is 
to Fuhkien and Yiieh troops that the 
country has to look in the event of 
contingencies in the future. The Yiieh 
men are daring and good fighters, but they 
lack any knowledge of the art of camp 
formation and are careless in the matter of 
drill. It was for this reason that the 
Memorialist introduced some Huai reyi- 
ments into the province last year, that they 
might set the local troops an example in the 
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matters in which they are deficient ; but lis} 
aspirations were not realised, and thin, 
remain for the most part as they were. 

To come to the question of revenn| 
Kuangtung used to have the reputaticu 
of being a wealthy province, but sinc 
the rebellion it has been drained drr, 
and is now worse off than other provinces} 
The principal sources of income upon which: 
it has at present to rely are salt and likin, 
The Board of Reorganisation in whicif 
econoiny should centre, is by popular repute}: 
at the bottom of all the iniquities that are’ 
practised. Feeling convinced of the truti]- 
of the maxim that it is in the selection of thef: 
right agents that the secret of successful 
effurts at reform must lie, the Memorialis |’ 
when he first came to the province in 18%) 
denounced and got rid of the Salt Oomptrol- 
ler and the Judicial Commissioner, wl 
was at the head of the Board of Reorganisa |: 
tion, obtaining, as their successors, tle 
services of the Taotai Tuan Ch‘i and Li 
Yung-ch‘ing, Compiler of the Han-lin, who 
were appointed to the charge of the Board uf 
Reorganisation and the Likin Collectorate 
respectively, the furmer shortly afterwards 
being made Salt Commissioner. Unfor- 
tunately, just as Tuan Chi had introduced 
certain improvements into the system of}. 
salt administration, he died. Li Yuny 
ch‘ing was appointed to another post be- 
fore the excellent example of cleanhanded- 
ness, aud industry that he set had time » 
bear much fruit, but in the year 1881 the 
lekin revenue exceeded that of the previous 
year by Tis. 100,000. Shortly after this 
Memorialist was transferred to Chihli, Ou 
his return to Canton he was under tlie 
necessity of reporting upon the incapacity 
of Chou Haing-yti, Salt Comptroller, ani 
Li P‘ei-hu, Grain Intendant, also in charg: 
of the Lekin Collectorates. The newy 
appointed Salt Comptroller has ouly jus: 
arrived, and the new Grain Intendant has 
been appointed Acting Tavtai at Kiung- 
chow, while the Reorganisation Board 
also at present without a head. 

To come to the question of morals, Th: 
lettered and official classes in Kuangtungare 
very intelligent, aud the reputation of the 
tradesmen and handicraftsmen stands firs: 
in the Empire. As aset off against this ti 
vices of gambling, robbery, brawling anc 
fighting are worse than anywhere else. Gan- 
bling goes on under numerous forms, aui 
in spite of stringent prohibitions certai. 
kinds of gambling cannot be suppressed. 
The Memorialist has nevertheless steadily 
refused to listen to proposals for legalist-< 
the vice and making it a source of revent: 
Tho burglary or brigaudage that is pragtise! 
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t Kuangtung has special features of its 
wn. Those who indulge in this vice are 
ot necessarily men of no property what- 
ver who are driven into crime by hunger 
ud want, but are often individuals who 
re over eager to become rich. A gang of 
urglars or highwaymen can always be 
aised on the spot, or a man su disposed 
an join a gang atany time he likes, Their 
usiness over, its members disperse and are 
utire strangers to each afterwards, neither 
aking any notice of the other. A great 
timulus, too, to crime is afforded by the 
ropinquity of Hongkong and Macao, which 
re refuges for criminals in which they 
annot be got at, so that the law which 
equires the apprehension of the ringleader 
nd the process of judicial examination 
‘ccasionally fail in their. application. 

An investigation into the origin of the 
ighting propensities of the Kuangtung 
wpulation suggests the probability of its 
xeing due to the inability of the local 
wthorities to do justice in cases that are 
srought before them, thus engendering a 
nd between both parties to the suit, who 
sttempt to settle their differences by private 
ights. These feuds grow as time goes on, 
intil whole villages and clans are drawn in. 
large sumsare expended inthe maintenance 
of special fighting men, who are ready to 
some to blows on the slightest affront being 
offered them. Their patrons protect them, 
ind the fight grows until whole numbers 
we drawn in. The Memorialist has en- 
leavoured to remedy this state of things 
vy enforcing the tithing system, forbidding 
she suppression of reports of robbery, 
and punishing the instigators of faction 
twhts as well as the fighting men above 
referred to. A slight improvement has 
been manifested of late years, but the evil is 
deep seated and the Memorialist has not been 
properly supported by his subordinates. 

The gentry of Kuangtung are fond of 
haunting Yaméus and interfering with 
public business ; some no doubt with good 
intent, but others quite the contrary, and 
if the wishes of these latter are in any way 
thwarted they set to work to spread lying 
reports about the officials who have offend- 
ed them and slander them in libellous 
pamphlets, to the great embarrassment of 
the local authorities generally. The Me- 
uorialist has found himself incapable of 
coping with this difficulty. 

The Memorial concludes with the ex- 
pression of a hope that Chang Chih-tung 
way be ordered to come to Canton with all 
speed as his arrival is impatiently awaited 
by everyone.—For Decree see Gauzetie of 
June 21st. 
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July 11th.—(1) A, Decree: Fan ,Ydu; . 


t‘ung, Tutor of the Imperial Academy, ter - : 


quests that special examinations for degrees ~ 
in arts may be held with a view to the lay- 
ing up of a store of talent. Let the Grand 
Secretaries, Six Boards and Nine Ministries 
in concert with the Tsung-li Yamén give 
this suggestion due consideration and re- 
port thereon. 

(2) A Decree directing the Grand Coun-, 
cil to rgcord the names. of the following 
officers whose capabilities have béen testi- 
fied to by Tso Tsung-t‘ang in response 
to the recent call for recommendations : 
Tséng Chi-tsé (the Marquis Tséng) Senior 
Vice-President of the Court of Censors ; 
Té Hsing, Financial Commissioner of Che- 
kiang ; Liang Chao-huang, Financial Com- 
missioner at Nanking; Wei Kuang-shou, 
Financial Commissioner of Kansu ; Shéng 
Hsiian-huai, Customs Taotai at Tientsin ; 


‘Fang Ta-shih, Financial Commissioner of 


Shansi, recently degraded and removed. 
Liu Lin-hsiang, an expectant Taotai in Sze- 
chuen, is to be sent to Peking for presenta- 
tion at Court. 

July 12th.—(1) Posthumous honours 
are granted to Kuan Ch‘en-kuo, late Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Fuhkien and Brigade- 
General at Fu-ning Chén. | 

(2) Postscript Memorial from Chang 
Shu-shéng, Governor-General at Canton, 
denouncing one Lit Yung-ch‘ien, a Sub- 
prefect by purchase, and requesting his dis- 
missal from the public service for uniilial 
and dissipated conduct. Although his 
parents were alive, he Jeft his home 
and lived elsewhere, taking a concubine 
with him, He takes delight moreover in 
setiding for people to come and siig to him, 
besides consorting with women-.of bad 
character, thereby causing much scandalous 
talk. By a Decree appended to the Memo- 
rial, Lii Yung-ch‘ien is deprived of his 
official rank and is ordered to be placed 
under the strict supervision of the local 
authorities. j 

July 13th.—(1) Postscript Memorial from 
Chang Shu-shéng. On the occasion of the 
defeat of the Kuangsi division of the Im- 
perial truops at Bacniuh, the first position 
that was carried was the fort under the 
command of Ch‘6n Té-kuei, Brigadier 
General now cashiered, whilo Tang Ming- 
hsiian, Colonel, being afraid, would not 
These facts have 
already been reported by Memorialist, who 
was honoured with the Imperial Commands 
to put both officers to death in front of the 
army. At the time these orders were re- 
ceived, Ch‘éu Te-kuei and Tang Ming- 
hsiian were still outside the frontier gate 
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“fyi Dotntitatd of their respective regiments, 


: 7 tgnid Mfemotinliag; after despatching his re- 


port, fearing lust they should do anything 
unforeseen, sunt secret orders in advatce 
to Wang Té-pany to take steps to secure 
them. P‘an Tiny-hsin having received 
the Imperial Decree while travelling to 
his post, had a personal consultation 
with Wang Té-pang on arrival at Lung 
Chou, to whom he verbally imparted the 
necessary instructions directing him to 
take: action in obedience to the Imperial 
Command. A telegram was received yes- 
terday from P‘an Ting-hsin to the effect 
that he had had the two olticers in question 
put to death in front of the army. Wang 
Té-pang has now represented that the 
majority of the braves composing the 
eight battalions commanded by Tang 
Ming-hsiian were ex-rebels, while the 
two battalions under Chén Té-kuei were 
even more disorderly. He had, he said, 
already requested Heit Yén-hsii to dis- 
band these battalions and take away 
their commands from the two utlificers 
in question, in order to avoid possible 
trouble. These officers had always displayed 
qualities of a deceitful and merctricious 
nature, and he had heard that the men 
under them had not been totally disbanded, 
so that he was under some apprehension 
that if the sentence passed upon them tran- 
spired, a rising might ensue, He had 
therefore acted promptly upon the Imperial 
Decree and on the 26th of May had led 
them forth bound to the front of the army 
and there had them executed as a warning 
to all. He begged that the fact might be 
reported to the Throne. The details of 
this matter will be reported by the Gover- 
nor of Kuangsi, but in the meantime the 
Memorialist begs to submit the above 
ticulars. 

July 14th.—The Grand Council were 
honoured with the following verbal instrac- 
tions from His Majesty : 

‘This year will be the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of the birth of Her Majesty the Em- 
press Dowager Tz‘ Hsi. We therefore 
command the Imperial College of Litera- 
ture reverently to compose twenty pieces 
of dance-music for the occasion.” 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from a Censor protesting 
that the recent recommendation by the 
Grand Secretary Tso of Tséng Chi-tsd 
(the Marquis Tséng) was unconstitu- 
tional, as the latter was already « trusted 
officer of the state with whom His Majesty 
has personal acquaintance. He requests 
therefore that Tso Tsung-t‘ang may be 
admonished, and that the record of his 
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recommendation may be cancetled. The 
restrictions that the Ceusor endeavoun 
to put upon the class uf officers to be 
recommended is characterised as narrow. 
minded, and his propusal is rejected with- 
out further consideration. 

July 15th._—(1) A Decree granting Jui 
Lien, Tartar General at Nanking, leave tw 
retire on the geound of ill health. 

(2) A Decree. Li Yung-ch‘ing requests 
the dismissal of a Commander-iu-Chivef and 
Captain who have been drawing pay and 
rations for troops in excess of the mumber 
actually under their command. Li Shéug- 
kuei, Commander-in-Chief of Kuei-chovw, 
had the temerity to enter into collusion with 
Fan Mav-lin, captain, tu reduce the number 
of the field force under his command and 
to draw pay for the full number. Such 
conduct is truly grasping and improper in 
the highest degree. t Li Shéng-kuei and 
Fan Mavo-lin be cashiered, and duly tried 
and punished. There is reason to believe 
that it is not in Kueichow alone that this 
evil practice of drawing pay and rations for 
soldiers who do not exist prevails, and the 
remedy lies entirely in the exercise of atric: 
and constant watch by the high officers 
responsible, who must be earnest and deci- 
sive in their efforts at military re-oryaniss 
tion. Their labours may then be produc 
tive of improvement, and military funds uo 
longer be wasted. On the present occasicu 
Li Yung-ch‘ing has displayed a certain 
disregard for popularity in his discovery 
and punishment of the guilty parties, 
and his zeal is commendable, It is thy 
pean duty of all Tartar Generals, 

overnors-General, Governors and others, 
to exercise a rigorous supervision over 
the ‘‘Green Standard” Forces aud 
irregular troops under their command, 
and to punish misconduct of the above 
nature with a stern and unsparing hand. 
Should they fail to apply themselves iv 
earnest to the exercise of a thorough scre- 
tiny or should they be denuunced to the 
Throne by anyone for failure to du av, 
should the abuses referred to be brought to 
light in any other way, we will assuredly 
hold the high officers aforesaid respunsible. 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor. 
General of the Hu Kuang Province 
submitting a request from Ho Chin-shén. 
General of the I-ch‘ang Division in H upeb. 
for permission to resume his original 
family name and return to the family 
from which he was sprung. He states tha 
his original name was Lo, but that while 
he was away at achool in his twelfth year 
his parents and all his family were killed 
by the rebels in the reigu Tao Kuang. He 
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was then adopted by one Ho, a native of 


Ching-p‘ing Hsien in Hunan, the province . 
to which his family had removed their | 
domicile being originally from Chékiang. | 


On growing up he joined the army, and 
was present at numerous actions with 
the rebels, gaining successive promotions, 


thanks to the favour of the Court and. the . 
benign influence of his ancestors, until he , 
attained the post he now holds. It grieves | 
him to think that none of the distinctions he | 
has achieved have been able to betransferred | 


in the shape of posthumous patents of ranks 
to his own stock, and that there is no one 
to continue the line of succession. His 
adopted father is now dead, and has been 
buried with every observance. A successor 
in his awn line has also been adopted who 
becomes his heir and will perform all ne- 
ceasary sacrificial observances in the future. 
Being, as he says, the sule survivor of the 
Lo family, he is anxious to become their 
representative and to continue the name 
and perpetuate the sacrifices to his fore- 
fathers. As a change of name can only 
legally be effected by military officers of a 
certain rank with the permission of His 
Majesty, the Brigadier General has re- 
quested the Memorialist, in laying his 
atory before His Majesty, to solicit the 
requisite authority.—Granted by Rescript. 

July 16th. —(Decree about French Treaty 
and evacuation of Tonquin already pub- 
lished.) 

(2) Féng Shén (BP) is appointed Tar- 
tar General at Nanking, his place as Tartar 
General at Sui-yuan Ch‘éng being taken 
by K‘o-méng-o e-4 # a). 

(3) A Memorial from Chou ‘Té-jun, 
Secretary of the Grand Secretariat, once 
more attacking Ni Wéu-wei, now Governor 
at Oanton, and repeating his charges of 
favouritism and making interested recom- 
mendations which he had previously brought 
against that officer. The report which has 
been sent in by the Governor-General 
Chang Shu-shéng is he says for the most 
part untrue, but he contents himself 
for the time being with pointing out cer- 
tain manifest inaccuracies in the Governor 
‘General’s report with respect to the move- 
ments of one Tsou Chin-nieh, who had been 
recommended for services against rebels in 
Tongking, and who, the Memorialist con- 
tends, upon the Governor General’s own 
showing could never have been at the place 
he was said to have been. Only twenty- 
oue days are allowed by the Governor 
General for this officer to go from Kuei- 
yang Fu to Tongking, whereas the Memo- 
Tialist knows that the following is the 
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itinerary by river :—Kuei-yang to Wa-chou 
eight or nine days, thence by Feng-hsien, 
P‘ing-nan, Kuei-p‘ing and Kuei-hsien, vid 
Heng-chow and Yung-shun to Nan-ning, 
against the stream the whole way. This 
takes at least eighteen days. At Nan-ning 
a branch river is entered and in twelve 
more days Lung-chow is reached, two days 
beyond which is Chen-nan-kuan, the fron- 
tier gate. Liang-shan (Langson) is reached 
in one day from Chen-nan-kuan, and from 
thence to P‘ing-ch‘ieh-shé, where the officer 
in question is supposed to have gone, is 
over one hundred li. The journey would 
thus take over forty days altogether, and 
the officer in question took twenty days 
less to do it in, in which time the Memo- 
rialist maintains that he could not even 
have reached the frontier gate. Had he 
gone by land he would have done little 
better, for the road is for the most part 
very uneven, Theroad journey is divided 
into stages of five hundred /i each, 
eight days being allowed for one stage. 
From Kuei-yang to Nan-niny takes fifteen 
days by road, the places passed being Lin- 
kuei, Yung-fu, Ming-ying, Ma-p‘ing Lai- 
pin, Ch‘ien-chiang, Shang-lin and Pin 
Chow. There are certain steep places on 
the road, too, where the traveller cannot 
be carried, but has to go on foot clinging 
to the side of a precipice. Then again 
thereisthe K‘un-lun pass to be surmounted, 
which is historically bad ; so bad indeed is 
the whole road that porters and. horses 
have to be changed every few days, and it 
is impossible to travel with any speed. 
From Nan-ning Fu to Hain-ning Chow is 
130 li, to Ch‘ung-shan another 120 i and 
to Lung-chow 180, and the journey takes 
five days. On consulting the Imperial 
Gazetteer of the Ming dynasty the Memo- 
rialist finds that the itinerary there given 
of the journey into Annam gives the follow- 
route: from Lung-chow (in Kuangsi) to 
P‘ing-érh Tai one day, to Ch‘i-yiian Chow 
one day, to Wén-lan and P‘ing-ch‘ieh-shé 
two days. Thus under the most favour- 
able conditions of weather and with no 
stoppages, it would take twenty-four days 
to get to P‘ing-ch‘ieh-shé, and yet the 
officer in question did it in twenty-one, 
while what is still more remarkable is that 
he should have been able to divine the 
exact day that the rebels would arrive, 
and that he should just manage to come 
in for the slaughter.—Referred to the 
province by decree earlier issued. 

July 17th.—(1) K‘un Kan (Minister of 


_ the Tsung-li Yamén), is appointed Deputy 


Superintendent of Customs and Octroi at 
Peking. 


104 


[Jury 17—18. 





(2) A Memorial from Hsii Shu-ming, 
Director of the Court of Sacrificial Worship, 
requesting His Majesty to direct the 
Governor-General of Chihli and the Gov- 
ernor of the Metropolitan Prefecture to 
consider some mean of securing the popu- 
lation of forty-eight villages in the Hsien 
district in Chihli. Last year the inhabi- 
tants of these villages formed the bulk of the 
applicants for reliet at the Government relief 
agencies, and from their account it would ap- 
pear that the country occupied by the villa- 
ges in question livs between two rivers, the 
Tzii-ya river on tho east, and the Ku-yang 
river on the west. Whilo these rivers keep 
to their respective channels all goes well, 
but two years avo a certain expectant 
Taotai cut a canal at right angles to these 
rivers, the northern bank of which canal 
was raised considerably, and blocked the 
Ku-yang river with the object of leading 
the waters of that river through the new 
canal into the Tzt-ya river, the result being 
that the whole of the country in question 
was submerged. After the heavy rains 
last summer there was a varying depth all 
over of from 7 feet to 16 causiuy incalcul- 
able damage to property and great loss of 
life. Boats laden with rice were sent to 
the relief of the people who were picked 
off from the roofs of the houses and the 
branches of trees where they had climbed 
for safety. 

(3) A Memorial from Ch‘ing Yii, Gov- 
ernor of Shéng-king, reporting that he has 
taken stock of the gold aud silver sacrificial 
utensils and other articles deposited in the 
three Mausolea at Moukden, and has found 
that the articles in stock correspond with 
the numbers on the register. ‘The robes 
also are complete and in yood order. He 
has not ventured to touch the ten boxes 
containing Portraits of the Sacred Counten- 
ances of ten generations nor the four boxes 
containing (?) Lt being custumary for these to 
be reverently aired every autumn upon an 
auspicious day to be selected by the Office 
of the Imperial Household, the Memorial- 
ist will when the time arrives reverently 
kneel down and open them. He has in- 
spected the bows, arrows, swords, armour 
and saddlery of the Sacred Ancestry, and 
found them to be all in due order. 

(4) The Superintendent of Customs at 
Sha-hu K‘ow on retiring from oflice at the 
expiration of his term reports that the 
total collection during his year of office has 
been Ts. 34,733. 

July 18th.—(1, 2 & 3) Decrees announc- 
ing the results of enquiries instituted by 
the Governor-General at Canton into a 
humber of charges brought by the Censor 
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Teng Ch‘eng-hsiu against certain officias 
in that province whom he accused of pect 
lation and other vices ; also against tle 
class of official secretaries in general. Al. 
though the Governor-General finds that the 
charges brought by the Censor are for the 
most part incorrect, his enquiries hav 
brought certain irregularities or incapacity 
on the part of various minor officials 
light, and a number of these are sentence! 
in the decree to punishments varying frow 
dismissal to the infliction of a nominal 
penalty. As regards the official. secretaries 
attacked by the Censor, nothing definite i 
proved avainst any of them, except tli 
some are in the habit of acting for mor] 
than one official, and this is in future 
be prohibited. A separate Decree is d: 
voted to the Secretary of Yi K‘uai. 
formerly Governor of Kuangtung. Tir 
Secretary, Shén Lin by name, who ra 
specially attacked by the Censor, appear 
to have nothing against him except that hi: 
has the reputation of being wealthy. Heh 
retired and is living in Canton, to whic! 
place he has removed his domicile. As hi 
wealth appears to cause remark, and heh« 
allowed his son to act as Secretary ' 
District and Department Magistrates, he 
has shown a disregard for public opinio, 
and is accordingly ordered to return wit! 
his family to Té-ch‘ing Hsien in Chékiaw:. 
hia original place of domicile. 

(4) The Governor of Shantung announc: 
the completion of the new embankme 
on either side of the Yellow River, the cit 
struction of which was suggested by himse: 
and the Commissioner Yu Po-ch‘uan {« 
year. These embankments extend over - 
total length of 1,010 li, have a varyl'. 
width at the base of from 80 to 30 fer: 
and are eight feet in height. ‘The total c: 
of their construction was Taels 1,420," 
and as the sum granted was Taels 1,600," 
there is a balance in hand of Taels 180," 
which the Memorialist proposes to devote! 
the maintenance of the embaukments | 
efticient repair.—For Decree see Gazette: 
18th July. 

(5) A Memorial from the Tartar-Geuer 
at Hsi-ning. It has hitherto been tl 
custom for the Memorialist’s yamén to se" 
a secretary every three years tu attend 
vathering of the thirty-nine tribes in Ur 
Yii Shu native township in Kokonor 
settle all cases of dispute between t! 
different tribes, and this year the peri": 
for this visitation has come round. Li 
winter a deputation consisting of cert: 
ch‘ien hw, or members of the Ang-cli'te 
tribal governments waited on the Mew: 
rialist and reported that they had be: 
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sent by their chief with a petition to Hsi- 
ning requesting that an officer might be 
sent to attend a meeting of the tribes to 
investigate and deal with certain matters 


that were to be brought forward. When 


they had got about half way upon their 


_ journey, they encountered some members 


of the Terko tribe in Szechuen, who barred 
the way and robbed them of their petition 
aud their baggage. They further stated that 
of late years they had constantly been put 
upon by the Terko tribes, who invaded their 


_ boundaries and robbed and murdered their 


. for various objects. 


people. In addition to this they were 
forced every year to pay to the Tieh-wa- 


yiin (ZRUEZS) and others in Tibet con- 
tributions im tea and money to the amount 
of one thousand some hundred taels in aid 
of war expenses. They were, besides, be- 
ing continually forced to supply demands 
c So hard pressed were 
they, in short, that they did not know 
what to do, so the deputation had been sent 


_ to beg that an officer might be sent to look 


-in Szechuen, and Tieh-wa-yiin in ‘Tibet. . 
. Their pasture grounds, moreover, adjoin 


hands of the latter. 


into the matter and take action on their 
behalf. The Yi Shu tribes, the Memorialist 
observes, have long been weak and help- 
less: so much so that they have continually 


. been the victims of oppression, robbery, and 


murder on the part of the Kuo-lo-k‘o tribes 


those of the Terko tribes, so they are con- 
stantly suffering injury and insult at the 
The despatch of an 
officer to look into their grievances and put 


_ a stop to the oppression has become a mat- 


_ troops and’ fifty Mongol soldiers. 


_ transport and provisions, 
_ in question is now over 2,000 li from Hsi- 
_ hing and almost beyond the reach of con- 


' cerned take note. 


ter of necessity in order to the preservation 
of peace; and a secretary of the Memo- 
rialist’s Yamén has been selected for the 
service. He has been provided with an 
escort of twenty men of the lu ying 
Silks, 
satins, cloth, and silver medals to the 


. value of Tis. 140 have been purchased 


for bestowal upon the chieftain, as is cus- 
tomory, and a banquet will be given them 
in His Majesty’s name on the conclusion 
of the proceedings. The local authorities 
will furnish the expedition with means of 
As the region 


trol, the secretary has been ordered to 
direct the various ch‘ien hu, or leading 


_ olticials, to organise military corps for 


themselves under officers selected by com- 
mon consent for the suppression of bri- 
gandage and resistance against sudden 
attack.—Rescript: Let the Yamen con- 
There is a blank space 
left in this Memorial. Li Shén will ascer- 
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tain what character has been omitted, and 
report to Us. 

(5) From a Postscript Memorial from the 
same officer it appears that the thirty-nine 
tribes in question are under an obligation 
to pay annually Tls. 485 to the Imperlal 
Government in lieu of horses offered in 
tribute. Owing to the predatory attacks 
of the Kuo-lo-k‘o tribes in Szechuen, the 
Mahometan troubles of late years, the in- 
cursions of banditti: from Thibet and the 
exactions of the Thibetan priesthood these 
Yii Shéng tribes have been reduced to sv 
abject a condition of poverty that they 
have not been able to pay their annual 
tribute for some time past, and are now 
Tis. 5,670 in arrears. The Memorialist 
suggests that they should be forgiven this 
debt, and be allowed to recommence their 
annual payment without this heavy debt 
encumbering them.—Referred to the Yamén 
concerned. : 

July 19th.—(1) A Decree acknowledging 
the receipt of a report from the Governor- 
General and Governor at Canton reporting 
the suppression of a rising in a place called 
Nien Shan in the Kuei-shan District (Hui- 
chow Prefecture) of Kuangtuny. ‘The rising 
was originated wy one Huang A-ch‘un 
(Bpy#) and others who succeeded in 


inducing the country folk for a distance of 
over 100 li round to join him, and the 
Governor-General was obliged to send a 
combined naval and militia force against 
him. Huang A-ch‘un and other ringleaders 
were eventually captured and executed, and 
over 1,100o0f their adherents were taken pri- 
soners, thirteen junks being also captured. 
The rebels were disarmed, and the country 
is now quiet. The promptitude with which 
this rising was suppressed is commended by 
His Majesty, who directs the Governor 
General and Governor to take steps to 
eradicate all symptoms of disaffection and 
to see that the train-band and tithing 
arrangements are enforced with industry 
and zeal. The Decree concludes with a list 
of rewards to be bestowed upon the officers 
who distinguished themselves upon the 
occasion in question. 

(2) A Postscript Memorial from Kuei 
Hsiang, Imperial Agent at Urga. 

The inspection of the frontier k‘a-lun, 
or stations, once every ten years being a 
legal obligation of great importance, it is 
essential that the officer upon whom this 
duty falls should be furnished with a com- 
petent and capable staff. The Memorialist 
upon his arrival at Kiachta this year in 
the course of his inspection of the trontier 
k‘a-lun, gave an interview to the Russian 
officer Ma-yii-érh, who said that as this 
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decennial visitation was an important 
function, the Russian Goverament had 
instructed him that their officers and 
soldiers at all the k‘a-lun were to make 
respectful and careful preparations for the 
reception of the Chinese high official on 
his arrival at any station. He was also 
told that should the Chinese high official 
not have sufficient ulas to wait upon him 
on the road, he was at liberty to make 
use of the ulas at the Russian stations. 
The said Ma-yii-érh had, he informed 
the Memorialist, already given orders 
to this effect. Ma-yii-érh’s remarks were 
reverent and respectful in tone, and he 
attached due gravity to his subject, so 


the Memorialist informed him in reply” 


that he was grateful to him for his good 
offices and if anything were lacking on the 
way he would apply to him for assistance. 
He found, however, that there was a suffi- 
ciency of officers, men and animals at all 
the stations he visited on the frontier so 
he did not avail himself of the assistance 
of the Ruasian soldiers. On arrival at 


Po-lo-té-aet (TSB AGH) the Memorialist 
had to send a deputy to T‘éng-chi-ssi to 
match the “ wooden tickets” with a 
Ruesian officer’ and confer with him as 
to the time at which the joint patrol 
of the frontier, which is held every 
summer, shall take place. As this duty 
requires tu be conducted by an intelligent 
and careful officers, the Memorialist selected 
for the service a Mongolian official on his 
staff called Ch‘e-lin-p‘éng-ch‘u-k‘o who has 
a button of the fifth grade, and another 
called Lo-pu-sang-ch‘é-lin with a button of 
the sixth rank. They took with them to 
T‘éng-chi-seti an official document and the 
wooden tickets (exchanged ?) on the last 
occasion. As the Russians attach great 
importance to this function, and it behoved 
the Memorialist also to select his deputies 
with care, he enjoined upon these last 
the necessity of being watchful and cir- 
cumspect in all their actions upon ar- 
rival at their destination, and told them 
to do nothing in any way carelessly. 
As the rank of these officers was rather 
low, the Memorialist as a matter of ex- 
pediency ordered them for the time being 
to wear buttons of the 4th and 5th grade re- 
spectively, with peacock’s feathers, in order 
to enhance the dignity of their appearance. 
As they have carried out all the arrange- 
ments they were called upon to make with 
the Russian officials in a manner that is 
satisfactory to both parties, as a reward for 
the praiseworthy manner in which they 
have fulfilled their mission, the Memori- 
alist would suggest that they be confirmed 
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in the reapective ranks that he called upon 
them temporarily to assume.— Referred 
to the Yamén concerned, 

July 20th 2ist.—No documents of im- 
portance. 

July 22nd —A Postscript Memorial from 
Lu Fu-lin, Governor of Honay. Amongst 
the deep-rooted abuses from which the 
province suffers none is more productive 
of evil than the machinations of the ex- 
pectant class of officials to obtain li ch‘ai, 
or special duties of a regularly recurring 
nature, which they turn to their own profit 
by oppression of the people. Finding upon 
arrival at his post, that the roads were 
literally blocked with wet-yiian travelling 
on service, to whose exacting demands in 
the matter of transport the poor people 
were unable to minister, he put a stop to 
all kinds of so called li ch‘ai, in all 
but the most important cases, and His 
Majesty’s sanction was obtained to this 
arrangement. Ou going more thoroughly 
into the matter the Memorialist found that 
the mischief did uot stop here. He dis- 
covered that those wet-yiian who had 
previously obtained li ch‘at had been 
in the habit of bringing pressure to 
bear on the local authorities and ex- 
acting payments from them at their 
will; some, again, made their errand a 
pretext for entering into relations with 
the bad characters in different places, 
by whose aid they exercised a terrorism 
over the simple country folk, and gather. 
ed riches to themselves by every sort of 
specious and artful means, Upon the 
suppression of this special service duty 
these individuals found themselves unable 
to carry on this process of enrichment any 
longer, and they were utterly enraged and 
disgusted, and were unanimous in _ their 
abuse of the Memorialist. The more 
vicious amongst them set secretly to work 
to place difficulties in his way, and the 
misguided ones to attack him in writing, 
and to bring pressure to bear on him 
in every way to achieve their object. 
As this villainous habit requires drastic 
treatinent, the Memorialist begs to recom- 
mend the prompt dismissal of two officers, 
Yang Pin-yiin and Wang Lin-fu, expectant 
Sub-prefects, the former of whom is little- 
minded, boorish and ill-mannered, while 
the latter is obstinate and tyrannical, and 
does not conduct himself as he should. 


July 23rd.—The Governor of Peking 
reports a fall of rain in the metropolis to 
the extent of complete saturation. 

Audience was this day given to the 
Seventh Prince and all the members of the 
Tsungli Yamén. 


» Jory 23—24.] 


: (1) A Decree reviewing at some length 
the proceedings that have taken place with 
reference to a certain case of homicide in 
{ Hupei, the unsatisfactory nature of the 
verdict in which was the subject of 
‘comment by a Censor some time since. 
iThe victim of the homicide, Yt Ch‘iung- 
| fang, a literary graduate, had a quarrel with 
:ayamén underling about money, and struck 
: the latter, whu thereupon threw his assailant 
;and pommelled and kicked him, thereby 
: causing his death. ‘The first inquest having 
;been stated by the Censor to be unsatis- 
_ factory, the Governor-General was ordered 
1to hold another. Aa the report of the 
. body inspector differed on this occasion 
ifrom that of the first, the services of a 
s second were applied for and a third inquest 
: held. The Censor then came forward again 
; and accused the Governor-Genvral of screen- 
ing the peocant officials from justice, 
whereupon two Lmperial Oomnnissioners 
~ were sent to find vat the whole truth 
of the matter. Minute and searching 
, enquiry on their part has elicited the 
fact that the man came by his death in the 
matmner above described, and the runner who 
. kicked him, having admitted his guilt, is 
—seutenced to death by stranzulation. The 
- Decree concludes with a list of penalties 
inflicted upon the officials who have mis- 
-managed this case from first to last, and 
, allowed the inspector of bodies to pase a false 
. verdict and make use of illegal modes of 
-examination, while the runner who cum- 
. plicated the case by tendering lying peti- 
tions and false evidence is sentenced to 
. banishment to a distant frontier. 
_ (2) A Decree expressing commisera- 
tion for the sufferings of the inhabitants 
of the Shun-té District in Kuangtung 
.which was visited in the month of May 
by a tornado accompanied with vivlent 
rain, causing the death of over ninety 
people, the destruction of many houses, 
and loss to shipping. Enquiries are to be 
made as to the condition of the people, and 
relief affurded in cases where it is needed. 
(4) Iu a long Memorial ‘reporting the 
‘manner in which funds have been raised 
for the purchase of grain for sale at re- 
duced rates in Peking, the Memorialists, 
the Grand Secretary Li and the Governor 
of the Metropolitan Prefecture, refer to a 
suggestion made to the Throne by a secre- 
tary in one of the public offices that a 
ateam flour-mill at Tientsin should be re- 
moved to Peking, and used there for 
grinding the grain to be thussold. The 
Memorialists object to the suggestion on 
three grounds ; first, that the steam flour- 
mill is private property ; second, that it is 
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not, as stated by the secretary, standing 
idle, but is turning out twenty-three piculs 
aday; third, that the cost of coal, wages, 
and ‘labour would make the flour, which is 
superior to ordinary ground flour, higher in 
price than the ordinary market rates, They 
also remark that the mill requires a large 
brick chimney which, were the machinery 
removed, would have to be pulled down, 
while the transport of all the gear to 
Peking would be a laborious affair. 

(5) ‘fhe Governor-General of Szechuen 
reports that he has sent au officer to 
Shanghai with Tls. 16,000 to buy more 
machinery for Szechuen Arsenal. The 
machinery in this arsenal cannot now turn 
out sufficient caps, bullets and powder to 
meet the demands from Yituuan and 
Kugngsi. 

uly 24th.—({1) A Decree in answer to a 
report from Heit Shu-miny, Director of the 
Court of Sacrificial Worship, who was sent 
to enquire into the alleged grievance of the 
inhabitants of the villages to the south of 
the ‘I'zii-ya river, in Chihli, whose lands 
had been flooded by the cutting of a new 
canal (see Gazette of July 17th.) The 
Director finds that the distress caused 
is attributable to the obstinacy and in- 
difference to local interests of the Tao-t‘ai 
in charge of the river works, who while 
raising the northern embankment of the 
river did not touch the southern bank, 
which was already too low. The Tao-t‘ai 
is accordingly committed to the Buard for 
the determination of a severe penalty. 

(2) In a separate Decree the Governor- 
General of Chihli and the Governors of the 
Metropolitan Prefecture are ordered to con- 
sider the cost of a scheme submitted by the 
above-mentioned officer for preventing the 
fluoding of the district in question by 
destroying the dum placed across the Ku- 
yang river and carrying off the surplus 
water of that and the Tzi-ya rivers by 
certain subsidiary channels. Funds are to 
be promptly raised and the work duly 
carried out. 

(3) A Decree authorising the tablet of 
the deceased wife of Shén Pao-chén, 
formerly Governor-General at Nanking, 
to be placed in the Memorial Temple 
erected to that officer, in recoguition of the 
services of his wife during the T‘ai-ping 
rebellion, In the year 1856, when Shén 
Pao-chéu was prefect of Kuang-hsin Fu 
in Kiangsi, the prefectural town was 
threatened by the rebels during the absence 
of Shéu Pao-chén in the country where 
he was raising military funds. His wife 
promptly wrote off to the General Jao T‘ing- 
heiian for aid, and with the assistauce 
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affurded by that ofticer Shén Pao-chén 
was enabled to hold the city against the 
rebels. His wife herself cooked the rations 
of the officers, who, by asuccession of suc 
ceasful sorties, saved the prefectural city 
from capture, 

(5) A Decree announcing the receipt of 
a report from the Governor of Shantung to 
the effect that breaches have occurred in 
the min wien or people's embankments of 
the Yellow’ River in the Ch‘i-tung and 
vther districts, aud that pertions o° the 
great embankment have been mashed away 
ou both sides astonishment is expressed at 
the possibility of such an accident occur- 
ring, just as the new embankments have 
been completed, aud in spite of his explana- 
tions as to the canse of the mishap the 
Governor is held to be inexcusable. Ey is 
accordingly committed to the Board for the 
determination of a severe form of penalty, 
and officers responsible for the maintenance 
of the embankments in an efficient condi- 
tion are one and all cashiered, but ordered 
to remain at their posts and carry out the 
necessary repairs. Relief is tv be afforded 
to those in need of it. 

July 25th.—(1) A Decree ordering the 
Imperial College of Iuscriptions to prepare 
a tablets for the temple of the Saihan 
Buddha inside the hunting reserves at Jeh- 
ho. This deity has shown a ready response 
to the earnest and silent prayers of the 
military authorities during the expedition 
against the rebels last month, by sending 
down heavy rain on various occasions when 
an action was being fought, thus wetting 
the powder of the enemy and enabling the 
Imperial troops to compass the death of an 
arch offender. 

(2) A Decree ordering the dismissal of 
Yany ‘T'sai-yiian, Acting Brigadier General 
in Formosa, who has been denounced by 
Chang P‘ei-lun, Assistant Commissioner 
for Maritime Defence in Fuh-kien. Yang 
Taai-yiian is said by his denunciatur to 
have been dismissed the public service once 
already for drawing military funds tu 
which he was not entitled, and other mis- 
doings, when before in the post he now 
holds, though he was reinstated on restoring 
the money. He 1s further charged with 
having failed to gu into mourning last year 
when both his parents died, and is said to 
be universally hated. 

(3) Chéng ‘T'sao-ju is appointed Deputy 
Commissioner of the Office of ‘Transmission. 

(4) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of the announcements of the suppression 
of the rebellion that has been going on 
at Chien-ch‘ang Hsien at Jeh-ho and 
in the vieinity of Dolonor or Laima 
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Miao. After repeated orders to — put 
this rising down the Governor-General vi 
Chihli and the other high officers res 
ponsible have succeeded in doing so. ‘The 
rebels were surrounded by the Luperial 
troops who attacked them in the position 
they had taken up, approaching from various 
points, A large number were killed in 
the action and the chief of the movemen: 
Yang Ch‘ang-ch‘ing was taken alive. Sous 
two hundred of the rebels have escaped 
into the wet ch‘ang, or [imperial huntiny 
reserves, and a good many of the prominent 
leaders of the rising are still at large. 
These are to be immediately followed up 
and captured that the whole baud may le 
exterminated. 

(5) A Decree ordering all provincial high 
authorities to exercise a strict supervision 
over all river works that may be going vn 
in their respective jurisdictions and to sv 
that no jobbery and corruption prevail. 
This Decree is issued in response to tlie 
representations of a Censor who maintains 
that river works are a fruitful source vi 
peculation, dishonesty and rascality. 

(6) The Acting Governor of Shausi, in a 
Memorial reporting the progress that has 
been made in the work of reorganisation 
in this province, describes three import- 
ant undertakings that he has given his 
special attention to since the departure 
of Chang Chih-tung. The first of these is 
the deepening and widening of two river 
called the Wén Ku aud Tz‘i Yao, the beds 
of which have silted up owing to the prac: 
tice of the riparian proprietors of dammiu: 
the channel at places and selling the water 
to more distant landholders for irrigation 
purpuses. ‘The second enterprise that le 
has set on foot is the establishment ofa 
bureau for the encouragement of the culti- 
vation of the mulberry and the cotton 
plant, As the provincial capital is the 
centre frum which auy such enterprise must 
take its rise, and all look there for the 
example tu be set, the Memorialist ha 
instructed the Prefect of ‘T‘ai-yuan an 
the Magistrate of the Yang-ch ‘ii District w 
take the matterin hand with a view toimprus- 
iny the arts of forestry, spinning and weas- 
ing. ‘They have been further called upon te 
engage workmen from other previnces aud 
buy the necessary appliances for the com- 
mencement of experimental (reeling) whict 
it is earnestly hoped will receive the atteu- 
tion of the gentry aud people who may 
come to be initiated into the method. 
Pfing-ting Chou in the east of the pre- 
vines, ‘I's¢-chou and Lu-an Fu in the souti: 
east, and the Pfing-lu and Pfu Districi: 
with Chieh-chou and Chiang-hsien in th 
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south, all grow the mulberry and the cot- 
son plant, but not in any quantity, Orders 
have therefore been given that the cultiva- 
tion of these shall be gradually extended 


and) not confined to nooks and corners: 


oily. ‘lhe bleak and barren country in 
the north of the province outside the Great 
Wall is not adapted to the growth of either 
the mulberry or cotton plant, sv orders 
have been given that some other tree or 
plant shall be grown that will yield a profit 
the cultivator, for it is not necessary 
that the attention of the bureau should be re- 
stricted to any special branch of agriculture. 
At the expiration of a few years when the 
experiment has been attended with success- 
ful results, should the cereal harvest fail 
the agricultural classes will have somethin, 
to fait back upon to aid them in tiding 
over bad times. The attempt that has 
been made to make known methods of 
curing the opium habit has lately met with 
decided success. Doctors, however, have 
to be engaged from other provinces, while 
the treatment is a combination of purga- 
tivesand tonics administered simultaneously 
with high feeding, which places the process 
beyoud the means of the poorer people. 
Last year three opium refuges were esta- 
bhsed in ‘Iai-yuan Fu, to which two more 
have been added this year. ‘There is a 
doctor in charge of each establishment to 


which only a certain number of patients - 


are admitted at one time, priority being 
given in the order of application no charge 
heing made whatever. Owing tu the com- 
parative rapidity of the cure, there is great 
competition for admission mto those re- 
tives, the reputation of which has had so 
good an effect, that applicants come in 
without cessation from the most distant 
parts of the province. Not less than from 
trum one to two hundred cures are effected 
monthly by each establishment, with the 
result that this apparently incurable disease 
has been eradicated in numbers of in- 
stances. Hence it appears that no evil 
aabit of long standing is incapable of being 
changed. 


July 26th.—(1) Ts‘ao K‘o-chung (SS 


th) is appointed Naval Commander-in- 
Jluef in Kuangtung. : 


(2) A Decree acknowledging receipt of 
he announcement by the Governor-General 
(a Hung-chang of the death of Wu Ch‘ang- 
sh‘ing, Naval Commander -in-Chief in 
Kuangtung, who has recently been in com- 
nand of the Chinese contingent in Corea, 
where his suppression of the rising in that 
sountry closed the long list of distinguished 
services recorded against his name. The 
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full posthumous honours that can be ac- 
corded to a Commander-in-chief are to be 
bestowed upon him, all official penalties 
recorded ayainst his name are to be can- 
celled, the State Historiographer’s Office 
is to compile a record of his services, a 
temple or temples are allowed to be erected 
to his memory at the scene of his exploits, 
and his son is given the post of second- 
class Assistant Secretary of a Board, to one 
of which he will be attached as a learner at 
the expiration of his term of mourning. 

July 27th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor of Kuangsi announcing the sup- 
presgion of a rising in the Sati Eu prefec- 
ture of that Province. The report is fully 
summarised in the Decree acknowledging 
it, which was published in the Gazetie of 
the.9th ultimo. 

(2) A Memorial from Wei Jung-kuang, 
Governor of Kiangsu. The value of the 
irregular troops which have of late been 
added to the forces at different places as a 
reinforcement, for protective purposes or 
the maintenance of order depends entirely 
upon the amount of restraint and control 
exercised over them by their command- 
ing officers, Any breach of discipline 
or oppressive treatment of the permanent 
population should be visited with ex- 
treme severity. Some time since the 
Magistrate of the Ching-chiang District in 
the Memorialist’s province reported that 
a certain private in the Chiang-yin regi- 
ment of irregulars had in the month of 
January last: entered the bedroom of a 
married woman called Liu, and made a 
criminal assault on a child fourteen years 
of age who had been married in her in- 
fancy to the woman Liu’s son and adopted 
into her family. The plaint was laid in the 
usual inanner and the fact of the assault 
established by the inspection of the child 
by a midwife, 

Li Té-lin was then arrested, but denied 
his guilt, and his commanding officer re- 
ferred the case to the Memorialist, who 
sent for the man to Soochow and had him 
tried by the Judge. It was not until the 
third examination that the prisoner would 
confess to the crime, but he eventually 
made a full confession of his guilt. The 
crime of rape in itself is sufficiently grave, 
but it is agyravated under present circum- 
stances when measures of defence are 
It would not, 
in the Memorialist’s opivion, have been 
expedient to pass upon Li Té-lin the ordin- 
ary sentence of death by strangulation 
which is the penalty the law assigns, so 
under the authority given him by martial 
law he ordered the man to be summarily 
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executed and his head set up on a pole at 
the scene of his crime. He has to request 
that the major in command of the battalion 
in which the man was enrolled may be 
committed to the Board for the determina- 
tion of a penalty. 

July 28th.—A Decree in answer to a 
representation from a Censor who states 
that the relief granted to sufferers in the 
provinces is distributed in the most careless 
manner, the agents employed being yamén 
underlings who reap a rich harvest out of 
the relief funds on one pretext or another, 
and intimidate and oppress the people in 
every possible way. The Governor of 
Shantung, who has recently been called 
upon to issue relief to the villagers in the 
Ch‘i-tung and other districts which have 
been inundated by the bursting of the 
people’s embankments is specially called 
upon to see that any charitable aid afforded 
reaches those people for whom it was in- 
tended. 


July 29th.—(1) Shan Ch‘ing (8) 
aud Hai Ching (FRR) are commanded to 


take charge of the affairs of the Pekiny 
Field Force, 

(2) A Memorial from T‘an Chung-lin, 
Governor-General of Shensi and Kansu, 
forwarding an application from the 
Superintendent of the new foreign Cus- 
toms station at Chia-yii Kuan to be re- 
imbursed out of the funds of the foreign 
Customs at Tientsin or Shanghai for 
the monthly expenditure that the open- 
ing of the new establishment entails. He 
justifies this application on the ground 
that the expenses of the I-ch‘ang Customs 
are so defrayed. The smallest possible 
sum for which this establishment can be 
worked is Tis. 1,490 per mensem, which 
is leas than the monthly allowance origi- 
nally granted to I-ch‘ang by Tis. 1,700, of 
the Tls, 1,490 which is the estimate arrived 
at 3 years’ experience of the working of 
this Customs, ‘I'ls, 334 can be temporarily 
dispensed with. Iu forwarding a list 
of items showing how this amount is 
arrived at, the Memorialist requests 
that the Tsung-li Yaméu and the Board of 
Revenue may be directed to consider 
whether this grant shall be paid out of the 
Tientsin and Shanghai Customs, as has 
been previously requested, or whether 
some other Custom House shall bear a 
share of the burden. 


July 30th.—No documents of importance. 


July 31st.—(1) A Decree directing the 
Financial Commissioner of Chihli, through 
the Governor-General, to advance the sun 
of Tla. 10,000 from Manchu ground rents 
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to the yung chi k‘u, or Treasury attached to 
the Imperial Mausolea, the payments from 
which office are very much in arrear and 
the demands upon it considerably in excess 
of receipts, The Board of Revenue are 
called upon to consider from what source 
the additional funds required are to be 
drawn. 


(2) Li Shu-chang, Chinese Minister to 
Japan, recommends for honorary distinc- 
tions certain officers and attached to his 
staff who have served the full term of 
three years which entitles them by the 
Regulations drawn up by the Tsung-li 
Yamén, and sanctioned by His Majeaty, to 
be recommended to the Throne for the 
bestowed of honorary distinctions. One 
of these, who is styled a li shih kuai 
(HEME) and resides at Nagasaki, ia re- 
commended for trausfer from one grade 
of expectant prefect into anotheg which 
brings him nearer active employment, 
and it is also suggested that he be given 
the brevet rank of -a Salt Commissioner. 
Another officer who is called a chiao hsi 


6344 ? professor) and is about to return 
to Cnina to take up an appointment of 
Director of Studies in a District in Hupei, 
is said by the Memorialist to be a man 
of sound learning, and to have gained 
considerable reputation for literary ability 
amongst the Japanese geutry with whom 
he assuciated. It is requested’ that he may 
be raised to the grade of a District Mayis- 
trate and placed on the list for priority of ap- 
pointment ; also that he may have the breve: 
rank of a sub-prefect bestowed upon hiu. 
The third, an interpreter for western lau- 
guages, was transferred from Nagasakito tlie 
Chinese Legation because he knew Japanese 
as well, He has performed his duties with 
care, attention and honesty, and has ac- 
cordingly been raised to the grade o: 
interpreter of the 3rd class. In addition te 
this it is requested that he may be placei 
on the list of Magistrates for Independent 
Departments, with priority of appointment. 
and the brevet rank of Prefect. 


August 1lst.—(1) A Decree. Iu conse- 
quence of an application some time since 
from P‘an Yén-t‘ung, Tutor of the Im. 
perial Academy, requesting that a specis. 
examination should be held for the bestowa. 
of degrees in science and arts, We called 
upon the Grand Secretaries, the Six Board: 
and the Nine Ministers to join with the 
Tsung-li Yamén in giving the questio: 
careful deliberation, reporting to Us the 
conclusions they had come to. Subsequent 
to the issue of this Decree, the Censcr 
Fang Ju-shao suggested the bestowal c! 
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degrees for ‘‘actual learning,” and the 
Censor Wang Pang-hsi set forth in detail 
the evils attendant upon the establishment 
of examinations for degrees in science, 
while a third protested against the holding 
of examinations upon petty accomplish- 
ments. ‘These objections were also referred 
to the High Committee of officers afore- 
said, for consideration at the same time. 
Having taken the matter into considera- 
tion, they have now laid their report 
before Us :— 

In perfecting the attainments of in- 
dividuals the State does not limit itself 
to auy particular form or line. ‘The 
establishment of examinations and the 
passing of candidates was instituted with 
the object of selecting men of sound 
learning, and there is no reason why a 
search after scientific knowledge should 
not come within the scope of this 
scheme. It is for this very reason un- 
necessary to found other examinations 
for degrees under a special name, which 
might lead to confusion and diversity. 
Henceforward, if there be any persons in 
the Metropolis who are skilled iu western 
arts, let any high officer recommend them 
and send them to the Tung Wén Kuan 
(Foreign College) to be examined and their 
knowledge tested. If in the provinces, let 
the high authorities of the province in 
question take them into their arsenals to 
do duty there. In provinces where there 
are no arsenals let them be sent with a 
despatch to the Superintendent of Trade 
for the South or North as the case may be, 
who will see what knowledge or accomplish- 
ments they possess and honestly recommend 
them accordingly. Thus it may be possible, 
while conforming to the exigencies of the 
times, not to lose sight of the object in view, 
which is to secure proper attention to 
matters of genuine importance. The appli- 
cation of Pan Yén-t‘uny that examinations 
fur a degree in arts and sciences may be 
held, and that of Fang Ju-shao that de- 
grees for “actual learning” may be confer- 
red need not be further considered. 

(2) A Decree directing the Buard con- 
cerned to consider a proposal from a Censor 
that expectants of office should be kept in 
waiting only in certain proportions to the 
vacancies fur which they are eligible, and 
that the remainder should be called upon to 
return to their native place, and there 
remain uutil they are summoned by letter. 
They are also to consider the abolition of 
chi, or special bureaux, of all kinds. 

(3) A Memorial from Wei Jung-kuang, 
Governor of Kiangsu, supporting au appeal 
from the Financial Commissioner of the 
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province, who has charge of the likin col- 
lectorate at Sung-kiang and Shanghai, ask- 
ing permission to postpone the transmission 
of certain conributions out of the many 
that these collectorates have to supply. 
The Financial Commissioner commences his 
appeal with the reflection that a flourishing 
revenue or the reverse is dependent upon 
the state of trade and the condition 
of the harvests, both of which have been 
so bad of late years, owing to famines in 
adjoining provinces, bank failures and fall- 
ing off in imports, that the likin revenue is 
nothing like what it used to be. He then 
enumerates the calls which this revenue 
has to meet, of which the following is a 
list :— 

Subsidies to Peking. 

Pay to Huai-an troops. 

Pay to Kansu troops, 

Expenditure incurred in the Pei Yang, 
or Northern Military and Commercial 
Section, for frontier defence. 

Local military and naval expenditure. 

There are not sufficient funds to meet 
the calls under the above headings, and yet 
this year the following additional calls 
have been made :— 

Tis, 20,000 additional subsidy to Peking. 

Subsidy for four regiments sent to Kuang- 
tung for defence purposes, 

Payments to the Brigadier General in 
Kaangsi for purchase of munitions of war 
for Yiinnan, 

Freight on Kueichow lead. 

Additional contribution to silk manufac- 
tories for Imperial robes. 

Ali these payments the Commissioner 
will do his best to meet, but he craves 
permission to postpone payment of the 
following charges that the collecturates are 
also expected to meet :— 

To river works in Shantung. 

Ili reorganisation fund for precaution 
against famine. 

Manchu Banner Schools, 

Imperial Manufactories. 

Additional military subsidy to Kueichow. 

Salaries of officials in Manchuria. 
—Referred by Rescript to the Yamén con- 
cerned. : 

August 2ud —(1) A Decree directing the 
Metropolitan Police Executive to ascertain 
whether or no certain statements made by 
a Censor are true, and in the event of their 
being so to take steps to put a stop to the 
abuse he calls atteution to. The Censor 
asserts that the grain which has been 
brought to Peking for sale to the poor at 
reduced rates is being openly carried away 
from the establishments at which it is sold, 
by individuals who represent themselves as 
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engaged in its transport. Mules and asses 
are actually laden with this grain at the 
gates of the establishments in question, and 
it is openly carried off for sale in the villages 
and towns in the neighbourhood of the 
Metropolis, thus depriving the poor people 
of the bounty which was intended for them. 
He further calls attention to the fact that 
Government grain is prohibited by law. 
While the police authorities are to sve that 
this law is enforced, they are not allowed to 
vex the poor who are taking out their pints 
or pecks of grain bought cheap at the 
Government stores. 

(2) Ch‘ing Shan, Deputy Lieutenant- 
General at Cha-pu, is allowed to vacate his 
post on the ground of ill-health. 

(3) A Memorial from the Court of Cen- 
sors requesting His Majesty’s instructions 
with reference to a petition from Téug 
Ping-yao, an ex-vfficial in Yiinuan, who 
complains that he has been unjustly dis- 
missed the public service on the recom- 
mendation of ‘Tang Chiung, the degraded 
Governor, who accused him of being 
tricky and deceitful in character and a 
bungler in the conduct of his official 
duties, The petitioner declares that when 
the Governor ‘I'‘ang took office he was out 
of employment, that the Governor had 
never even seen him, and could not be a 
judge of the manner in which he performed 
his duties as he had never had any duties 
to perform during the ex-Governor’s incum- 
bency. He-attributes his denunciation to 
the machinations of one Yén, an acting 
Magistrate and a fellow-townsman of the 
late Governor, who bore a grudge against 
the petitioner for having, while acting as 
sub-prefect of Ma-lung Chow, had occasion 
to point out that a prisoner awaiting trial, 
whom Yén had reported to have died a 
natural death, had, asa matter of fact, di d 
from torture.—For decree see Gazette of 
June 30th. 

(4) The Governor of Kueichow reports 
the arrival, upon the 30th of May, of ‘Mang 
Chinny, cashiered Governor of Yiinnan, at 
Kuei-yang, on his way to Peking for trial. 
The ex Governor being too ill to proceed 
ou his journey will remain where he is for 
the present in charge of the official escort- 
ing him, but will yo forward as svon as he 
is well.—Rescript: We have informed 
Ourselves. Directly ‘fang Chiung has 
recovered from his illness he will proceed 
on his journey ; he must not be allowed to 
make any pretexts for loitering. 

August 3rd.—A Memorial from Ch ‘ing 
Yii, Military Governor of Féng-t‘ien, giving 
a general report, in obedience to Linperiai 
cummand, on the condition of the civil and 
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military administration of that proviuce. 
The Memorialist received in the mouth oi 
June last a letter from the Grand Council 
informing him that a Decree had_ been 
issued directing a report to be furnished in 
reply to a Memorialist, whose name wa 
withheld, calling His Majesty’s attention 
to the laxity of military discipline in Féng. 
t‘ien and the prevalence of the vice of 
gambling amongst the soldiery. The 
difficulties attending the exercise of gool 
government are, the Memorialist observes, 
too well known to His Majesty to require 
demonstration. On the occasion of his re- 
turn to the province this time, the Memo- |: 
rialist was careful to make careful and 
private enquiries as to the condition of 
the province as he travelled along the roai 
thither, and, upon his arrival there, le 
continued to prosecute these enquiries with 
energy. The result of his investigations 
has been to establish the fact that there is 
considerable improvement in the condition 
of military administration since the first 
year of the present reign, while the gradual 
improvement that has manifested itself in 
the country generally may be attributed t» 
the zeal and adherence to rule that has bee 
the feature of each successive Governor's 
administration. While he does not attemp 
to deny that there are abuses in the army 
and the civil service, or that brigandage is 
the pest of the country, he maintain 
that the zeal and impartiality displayed by 
his predecessors in office combating these 
abuses has been auch as to free the province 
from the stigma of carelessness and yenerai 
laxity of administration under which itis 
said to lie. ‘The varions regiments tha: 
garrison Féng t‘ien are in a very differ. 
ent condition from what they used to be. 
The Manchu regiments of infantry aw 
cavalry, with the foreign drilled corps. 
are composed of picked men, while the 
lu ying, liew chitin, and police troops ar: 
being constantly weeded of incapables. 
and drafts from the towns and villages 
where men are kept for the maintenance 
of order are being constantly sent to the 
provincial capital for drill, or told off t 
clear rivers or mend roads in order t- 
accustom them to hard work and privatiun. 
Last winter, tov, when preparations werc 
being made for maritime defence, picked 
men were sent to occupy important strate- 
gical points at the various sea-ports. Since 
his arrival at his pust, the Memorialist has 
again given strict orders to the varivu 
commanders to be so diligent in the matter 
of drill that every man shall be made a 
fighting suldier ready to act when called 
upon, He will not fail moreover to de- 
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1ounce laxity or indulgence in evil habits 
m the part of any officer, and will be 
»articularly severe upon those who en- 
tourage gambling. There is considerable 
mprovement, too, in the civil administra- 
jon, Officers are afraid to demand or take 
owribes, and the exaction of irregular fees 
s sternly prohibited. Accounts have to be 
sleared by outgoing officials within a given 
imit of time, treasury balances remitted 
o the Board, and monthly reports of 
ttiminal cases sent in with regularity. Ex- 
dectant officials are given a salary and ap- 
jointed to do duty in the Criminal Inves- 
iigation Departments or the Department for 
ivestigating the accounts of outgoing 
sicials, where they learn how to conduct 
oublic business. On the whole, though 
there are of course exceptions, the mem- 
oers of the Oivil Service of the province 
may be said to do their work carefully, 
and any irregularities that do occur 
are attributable to a want of supervision 
on the part of the responsible chiefs, not 
to their intentional sanctiun of wrongdoing. 
All irregularities or mistakes that come to 
the Memorialist’s knowledge are at once 
pointed out, and complaints are im- 
wediately attended to, punishment be- 
ing awarded when it is found to be 
Jeserved. 

Brigandage and the spirit of gambling 
are specially rife in Féng-t‘ien. Though 
there has never been a serious gathering of 
banditti since the suppression of the 
mounted rebels under Ma Sha-tzii by the 
Grand Secretary Wéu Hsiang in 1867, 
instances of gatherings for predatory pur- 
poses are by no means rare. The forcible 
establishment of order on the frontier in 
the first year of the present reign, and the 
wholesale punishment of brigandage and 
gambling, which go hand in hand, within 
the borders of late years, together with the 
execution of all notorious gamblers, has 
dune much to bring about a better state of 
things, and brigaudage is now limited to 
snall gangs. During the past few years 
more than 200 robbers have been executed 
by Ch‘ung Ch‘i, the late Governor, and in 
and around the provincial capital several 
hundred gamblers have been dealt with. 
In conclusion the Memorialist expresses 
his firm determination to carry out any 
reforms or modifications of the present 
tyatem, unpopular though they may 
be, whenever he considers such to be 
necessary. He will also make a point of 
pursuing the policy of his predecessor 
Cu‘ung Shih, which was to let it be gene- 
rally known that he would summarily ex- 
ecute the promoter of any large gathering 
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for gambling purposes, or the head of any 


gang of armed men. 
(HEE) 


August 4th.—(1) Ho Kun 
is appointed Deputy Lieutenant-General at 
Cha P‘u in Chékiang. 

(2) The Prince Beileh Yi K‘uang, Pre- 
sident of the Tsung-li Yamén, in accor- 
dance with the regulation under which the 
names of a certain number of Secretaries at- 
tached to that Department aud Justructors 
in the Téung Wéu Kuan, or Foreign College, 
are to be submitted once every two years 
to His Majesty, forwards a list of eighteen 
Secretaries of the Yamén, three Instructors 
of the College, aud seven Secretaries per- 
forming the duty of Secretaries of the 
Grand Secretariat as well, in the hope that 
His Majesty will be pleased to confer 
tokens of approval upon them. 


August 5th.—(1) A Decree in answer to 
& Memorial from Wén Sho, Secretary of 
the Grand Secretariat, denouncing the 
Governor-General for carelessness in ap- 
pointing Yang Tsai-yiian, Acting Brigadier 
General of T‘aiwan, to that post for which, 
as has been recently stated by Chang P‘ei- 
lua, he is not a fit person. ‘I'he Governor- 
General is ordered to be committed to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty, 


August 6th.—(1) Yui Lu, Governor of 
Anhui, having goue into mourning on the 
death of one of his parents, Lu Shih-chieh, 
Financial Commissioner of that province, 
is ordered to act temporarily as Governor. 

(2) A long Memorial from Li Hung-chang 
giving detaila of an extensive system of 
river works which it is proposed to com- 
mence in the north and east of the province 
of Chihli for the drainage of the country 


that is being constantly flooded by the - 


overflow of the river known as the Chi 
Ho and two canals of derivation that 
carry off the surplus waters of the upper 
portion of the Pei Yiin Ho, or river 
between Tientsin and ‘Tung Chou. ‘The 
Chi Ho, which is the principal river of 
eastern Chihli, receives the drainage of the 
Ch‘ien-an District, and the Sub-prefecture 
of Tsun-hua, which, being carried off by 
smaller streams, unites at Chi Chou and 
forms a large river which flows south by 
way of the Districts of Puo-ti, Yii-t‘ien, 
Féng-jun and Ning-ho, and enters the sea at 
Peh-t‘ang. Between Chi Chou and Pao-ti it 
receives the waters of four rivers and two 
wa, or marshes, exclusive uf the waters 
from rivers or drainage after rain from the 
San-ho and Hsiang-ho Districts. The re- 
sult is that the river is swelled to a formid- 
able extent at certain seasons of the year. 
Iu consequence of the number of bends 


114 


[Aue. 6—8. 





the river takes, and the state of disrepair 
into which the embankments have fallen, 
there is a constant overflow, to the serious 
detriment of the surrounding country. The 
first of the two canals of derivation which it 
is proposed to deal with is that which leaves 
the Pei Ho at a place called Wang-chia 
Wu, in the Hesiang-ho District, and goes 
by the name of the Ch‘ing-lung Wan river. 
It runs through Pao-ti Hsien, to a place 
called the T‘u-kung Ch‘iao, in the Ning-ho 
District, where it enters a large marsh 
called the Ch‘i-li Hai, which drains into 
the Chi Ho. The second canal leaves the 
river at a place called K‘uang-érh Chiang 
in the Wu-ch‘ing District, and flows to a 
lake or marsh to the east of ‘ientsin, 
known as the T’a-ho Tien, which empties 
itself into the Chin-ching Ho and Ch‘i-li 
Hai respectively, both of which communi- 
cate with the Chi Ho. These canals not 
only receive the flood waters of the Pei Ho, 
but thedrainage of thecountry through which 
they pass, and in consequence of the state of 
disrepair into which the embankments have 
fallen, and the silting up of the channel in 
different places, they are constantly over- 
flowing and flooding the country. It is 
now proposed to clear these waterways and 
repair the embankments at a total cost of 
Tis. 300,000. The scheme has been in 
contemplation for some scores of years, but 
its execution has always been prevented by 
want of funds, and it has only been possible 
now to commence operations through the 
public spirited enterprise of Chow Chia- 
mei, Governor of the Metropolitan Prefec- 
ture, who proposes to apply to the Board 
of Revenue for Tls. 50,000, the Memorialist 
giving Tle. 10,000. The balance will be 
raised by Chow Chia-mei out of the Shun- 
t‘ien Famine Relief Fund.—Rvscript : Let 
it be as requested. 

August 7th.—A Postscript Memorial 
from Tséng Kuo ch‘iian, Acting Governor- 
General at Nanking. The Defence Orga- 
nisation Office have represented to the 
Memorialist that the explosive qualities 
of yellow gunpowder (? dynamite) are 
particularly violent, and in the heat of 
summer unless it is stowed in the 
way it should be, it is apt to explode 
spontaneously, accidents of thiskind having 
occurred in western countries. At the 
present time over 29,000 pang (pounds) of 
this explosive are stored in the gun-cotton 
factory at Nanking, and in order to guard 
against accident it is essential that under- 
ground cellars be excavated and built for 
its reception. A plot of ground at the 
back of the gun-cotton factory has now 
been bought, surrounded by a wall, and 
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underground cellars constructed upon ib 
with a stone-house as well, in order to stow 
this species of explosive. A statement of 
the cost of this undertaking is forwarded 
separately. 

August 8th.—(1) A Decree directing the 
Governor-General of Chihli to investigate 
a charge that has been brought ayainst the 
Magistrate, of the Wu-i District in thas 
province, of extorting land tax from peopla 
of a District which had been pronounced 
exempt by Imperial Decree. 

(2) A Decree pronouncing sentence vf 
dismissal against the Acting Mayistrate of 
the Ch‘ang-héng District in Chibli, for har- 
ing levied taxes in defiance of an order 
that the levy thereof should be postponed. 

(3) A Memorial from Tséng Kuo-ch ‘tian, 
Some time since the Tsung-li Yamén com- 
municated to him a set of regulations, 
approved by His Majesty, which they had} 
drawn up, fixing a scale of rewards for 
rescuing vessels in distress, Under thesa 
rules, any civil or military patrol officer 
on the sea-coast who saves ten lives and; 
upwards is to have his name recorded by ; 
the Financial Commissioner, and three sucht : 
records of meritorious service are to entitle, 
him to a mark of destinction bestowed by; 
the Provincial Government. Five such. 
records are to entitle the officer to have an: 
application made to the Throne on his 
behalf for promotion. In the summer of last: 
year T'so Tsung-t‘ang wrote to the Board to 
consider the rewards that should be bestowed 
upon the officer of the steam cruiser Teng 
Ying Chow, which had on successive occasions 
been instrumental in saving over thirty 
lives. The answer of the Board is on 
record. The following records of service 
of this nature have nuw been brought to- 
the Memorialist’s notice. Yeh Po-yiin, 
captain of the Téng Ying Chow, reseued 
nineteen sailors at Ma-san K‘ou in Corea 
in the month of December last ; Hsit Shou- 
shan, formerly commander of the He Wei 
gunboat, rescued eighteen men from a. 
trading junk at Woosung in October last ; 
Haiti Fu-lung, captain of the Ts‘é Hai, 
rescued twenty-one persons during the years 
1882 and 1883 ; Chin Yung, captain of the 
Po Yuan, rescued thirty-nine persons at 
Woosung and other places during the years : 
1881, 1882 and 1883; Chao Ying, captain 
of the U'éng Ying, has rescued thirteen per- 
sons during the last three years at Chin- 
kiang and other places. 

The Memorialist would observe with re-- 
ference to the above that even those who 
are accustomed to traverse the seas have 
to act with circumspection. The svapping 
of a tiller, or the carrying away of a mast, 
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nay plunge the crew into a vast expanse of 
raters where cries for help cannot be 
ward, and death ensues in a brief space 
time. The steamships in question, when 
uddenly overtaken by a gale of wind, have 
o exercise the greatest care in the midst 
fa turbulent sea or off a dangerous shore, 
or the slightest indiscretion would have 
lisastrous consequences. There is great 
lificulty under such circumstances in pay- 
ng attention to others, and nothing but a 
tigh sense of duty and humanity would 
wevent the commanders of these vessels 
rom passing by and attending to the safely 
{their own ships instead of stopping and 
countering the danger attendant upon 
ffording assistance to others. In the case 
if foreign vessels, any assistance affurded 
o these has a beneficial effect on the amic- 
ible relations that at present exist [with 
‘oreign countries], while there is the still 
steater incentive to acts of this nature in 
ihe knowledge that they further the 
wmane instincts possessed by His Imperial 
Majesty. The Memorialist therefore hignly 
\pproves of these Regulations which the 
lsungli Yamén have drawn up in apprecia- 
ion of the regard in which human life is held 
ay the Court. The Memorialist concludes 
mth alist of the rewards it is suggested 
thall be bestowed upon the officers above 
samed. He further ventures to point out 
the advantage of prompt bestowal of re- 
wards for acta of the nature in question, 
ind suggests that the Tsung-li Yamén rules 
thould be so far moditied as not to restrict 
teports for meritorious services to stated 
periods, 

August 9th.—A Memorial from Fang Ju- 
thao, Censor of the Hu Kuang Circuit, 
praying His Majesty strictly to prohibit 
the practice of examining prisoners 
at night time by Police Magistates and 
Assistant Police Magistrates in Peking. 
The Memorialist has heard it said, ‘ punish 
4manin the market, where all can share 
the sight,” the idea being that if such 
punishment is inflicted publicly it will act 
mMadeterrent. So, too, cases of litigation 
should be openly and publicly investigated 
by the Magistrate of the locality and the 
tights and wrongs of the case laid bare, 
hot only for the satisfaction of the two 
parties to the suit, but also that the on- 
lookers may see and know where equitable 
Justice is to be had. In this way the 
vbject with which officials are appuinted 
by the Court would not be frustrated. 
Numerous abuses having arisen in con- 
tequence of the practice that prevailed 
at the Office of Gendarmerie some time 
Nuce of trying ‘cases at dead of night, 
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which earned for that bureau the popu- 
lar soubriquet of wan yamén, or the lute 
yomén, the subject was brought to His 
Majesty’s notice by a Censor and the practice 
prohibited. Of late the Police Magistrates 
charged with the hearing of cases have 
not been altogether free from indulgence 
in this evil habit. Now when cases are 
heard in broad daylight there are many 
on-loukers, and no partiality, protection or 
subversion of right and wrong can be 
indulged in; but when cases are heard 
at dead hours of night there is no one 
to keep a watch upon their doings, and 
unscrupulous Magistrates then give full 
rein to their desires. The clerks and 
underlings connive at their doings and 
join them in their evil deeds, and the run- 
ners intimidate the prisoners and get their 
money out of them. Like tigers are 
they, or wolves, who indulge in every 
sort of devilish means to frighten their 
victim and cheat and defraud him of his 
money. They take advantage of these 
midnight hours when no one knows what 
they are about to put their plans into 
execution and to give vent to their evil 
desires. Moreover, Police Magistrates have 
no power to inflict punishment, their func- 
tions being limited to the taking down of 
evidence and forwarding prisoners to the 
Police Censor of the Division. What diffi- 
culty can there be, therefore, in carrying out 
these functions in the daytime? The Memo- 
rialist would therefore pray His Majesty to 
order the Censors of the five Divisions 
of the Metropolis strictly to prohibit the 
conduct of preliminary investigations by 
Police Magistrates at dead of night, under 
pain of removal from office and denuncia- 
tion. —Sanctioned by Decree published in 
the Gazette of 19th July. 

August 10th.—The Members of the 
Tsung-li Yaméu were this day received in 
audience. 

A Memorial from Sé Léng-o, Imperial 
Resident in Tibet, and the Assistant 
Resident Ch‘ung Kang, reporting the con- 
clusion of the recitation of the litanies 
for the late Empress Dowager, and the 
distribution of tea as a posthumous good 
deed on behalf of Her deceased Majesty. 
On the 27th of June, 1881, the Memorialist 
Sé Léng-o received a communication from 
the Grand Council informing him that on 
the 22nd of April they had been honoured 
with the following Imperial Decree :— 

“The Mongolian Superintendency has 
represented to Us, with referenee to the 
obsequies of Her deceased Majesty the Em- 
press Dowager T'z‘ti An, that it is necessary 
to make distributions amongst the various 
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temples in Tibet for tne recitation of litanies, 
and they explain what has been done on 
former occasions. Let the necessary writ- 
ten orders be prepared for the Dalai Lama 
and others, and the presents to be bestowed 
upon them be given out and forwarded by 
Government stage to the Governor-General 
of Szechuen, who will pass them on, The 
arrangements connected with the distribu- 
tion of tea and the recitation of litanies will 
be attended to by the Imperial Resident in 
Tibet, and the Governor-General of Sze- 
chuen will provide the Tls. 8,000 fora doua- 
tion, together with the blocks of tea.” 

The Memorialist thereupon forwarded a 
translation of these commands to the T‘ung- 
shan Ohilung Hut‘ukt‘u, and also sent a 
letter in Tibetan to the Panshen Erdeni 
Lama calling upon him reverently to give 
effect to His Majesty’s orders. A commu- 
nication was subsequently received from 
the Mongolian Superintendency to the 
effect that, the Iuner Council and the 
Office of the Imperial Household res- 
pectively having given out the orders 
to the Dalai Lama, with the presents 
and other articles required for the due 
performance of the funeral litanies as com- 
manded by Imperial Decree, it was the duty 
of the Superintendency to prepare a list of 
the said papers, donations and articles, and 
send the same to the Board of War to be 
forwarded by that Board to the Governor- 
General of Szechuen by Government post, 
for transmission by the latter officer to 
their destination. - The Governor-General 
of Szechuen having sent to the Memorialist 
the Written instructions of His Majesty to 
the Dalai Lama and others, together with 
the donations and the tea to be distributed 
amongst the various temples in Tibet where 
litanies were to be recited, as well as the 
hata, or silk handkerchiefs, to be burned on 
the occasion of these services of prayer, the 
Memorialist and his colleague proceeded to 
check the various articles by the list that 
accompanied them, and then selected the 
25th of March as the day upon which to 
transmit them with all reverence to Mount 
Potal4, where the Imperial Commands 
were read aloud, and the Imperial Gifts, 
with the money, tea, hata, etc., were duly 
presented, ‘The Dalai Lama, with the 
T‘ungshan Chilung Hut‘ukt‘u in charge of 
the Shang Shang, or Treasury Department, 

“and the Kablon, or Councillors of State, 
then prostrated themselves with their faces 
towards the capital in thankful recognition 
of the Heavenly Bounty, after which they 
duly took delivery of the above-mentioned 
documents and articles. ‘This ceremony 
completed, litanies were recited every fifth 
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day, commencing from the 1st of April, tle]. 


Memorialists visiting each temple in pers 
and attending to the recitation of the litania 
and the distribution of the tea, The 
observances have now been completed 4 


far as Anterior Tibet is concerned, tle}. 


Memorialist proposes to proceed with th 
carrying out of similar observances iu 


Ulterior Tibet on his return from his mis]. 


sion to the Chi-lung ( 7S es ) froutier to} 


superintend the arrangements connected) 
with the thefts perpetrated on the Parbu-y 
tiya (Nepalese) traders.—Rescript : It if, 


noted. 


August 11th.—(1) In accordance with 
regulation, the Governor of Chékiay 


submits the fellowing report showing tle} 


relative proportions of the spring cottu 
crop and the silk crop for the present yet 
in the different prefectures of that province, 
the figure 10 being taken as representing’ 
full crop :— 


Ningpo ...scscescccsseeee 
Wenchow ........ 
Hang-chow ........ 
Chia-hsing 


) 
Hu-chow ssesseccsssesssece 
Shao-haing ... air 










T‘ai-chow 

Chin-hua......... 

Ch‘ii-chow ...... 

Yéu-chow ... sics 

SILK. 

Huchow sii | 5 and upme 

Chia-hing ......... soooseeee4 and upwards 

(2) A Memorial from Liu Ping-chans, 
Governor of Chékiang, reporting the su: 
cide of an ex-District Magistrate during: 
fit of insanity. Ch‘éa Tsé-hsiin, the 
individual in question, was dismissed thi 
service last year on the recommends 
tion of the Governor General and th 
Memorialist. Some time after his dis 
missal, the magistrate of the Ch‘ien-t‘an 
District reported that the man had appear?! 
during the progress of the sacrificial cert 
monies that the Magistrate was conductii 
at the temple to Confucius. Noticing thi 
he was wearing a revolver in his belt, tl 
Magistrate took the man to task, where 
upon he replied that he objected to beir: 
denounced and wished to have it out wit) 
the Financial Commissioner ; then, sudden! 
calling out that he was a poor man and fou! 
it hard to live, he tried to destroy himse: 
On receipt of this report, the Memorialis:. 
fearing that the man might have feign 
madness in order to create trouble, order 
the acting Judge and the Prefect of Hay 





6 and upward. | 


5 and upwards | 
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thow to examine him. These officers now 
‘eport that, finding Ch‘én Tsé-hsiin to be 
very confused in his statements and still 
lesirous of having, as he said, a dispute 
vith the Financial Commissioner, showing, 
n fact, sigus of mental aberration, his ser- 
vants were questioned, and stated that 
heir master had been out of his mind 
yefore and was so at the present time. 
He was then handed over to the custody 
rf the Chien-t‘ang Magistrate, who con- 
signed him to the Deputy Maxistrate, and 
while under the charge of the latter, he 
jumped down a well and drowned himself. 

August 12th.—No documents of import- 
wce. 

August 13th.—The Superintendent of 
Justus at Kalyan submits a return of the 
Iuties collected by him during his year of 
vftice now expired. The total amount col- 
lected amounted to Tls. 36,024 and 3,156 
strings of cash, equivalent to ‘Ils. 2,100, 
making a total of ‘Ils, 38,124. The assess- 
ment of the Kalgan Customs is Tls. 60,561, 
so that there is a deficit ou the year’s 
revenue of Tis. 22,436. The revenue of 
the Kalgan Customs is chiefly derived from 
tea going northwards, and skin and wool 
from Kiachta, next to which in importance 
come cattle and sheep imported from Mon- 
golia, ‘Tea is the great staple of export 
however, and it is upon tea that the trade 
of Kiachta depends, for none of the furs or 
sking that are procured at Kiachta can be 
bought with anything but tea. Hence tea 
ia the chief factor in the import as well as 
the export revenue of the Kalyan station. 
This tea trade used formerly to be in Chi- 
nese hands, but since direct trade has been 
engaged in with Russia, all the southern 
teas have been exported by Russians them- 
selves, and only one or two per cent of the 
Chinese exporters that at one time swarmed 
at Kalgan now remain, The reason that 
Chinese traders caunot compete with the 
Russians is that the former, who have to 
pay duty at every station and likin at every 
barrier, cannot lay their teas down at 
Kiachta under nearly double the price that 
the Russians can do so, who pay no barrier 
duty. It is to the loss then of this trade 
that the falling off of revenue is mainly 
attributable. 

August 14th.—(Abstracts of Memorials) 
The Governor of Kiangsu reports the trial 
of one Wei, a Chinese subject, who mur- 
dered one Ch‘én in Japan, and the sentence 
passed upon him. . 

(1) Chang Yin-huan, Minister eléve of 
the Tsung-li Yamén, is appointed Sub- 
Director of the Court of Sacrificial Wor- 
sip. With two unimportant exceptions, 
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the whole of this day’s Gazette is occupied 
with reports from Hsii Shu-ming, Director 
of one of the Minor Courts in Peking, who 
was sent on a special mission of enquiry to 
ascertain the actual condition of the chan- 
nels of the Tzi-ya and Ku-yang rivers in 
Chihli, about which there were numerous 
complaints by the inh»bitants of the villages 
adjoining. The conclusions come to by 
the Memorialist are summarised in a decree 
published in the Gazette of 24th August. 

August 15th.—-(1) ‘he Governor of Kiang- 
si reports that he has taken over the duties 
of Literary Chancellor for the time being, 
Ch‘en Pao-ch‘én, the recent incumbent of 
the post, having informed the Memorialist 
by letter on the 3rd July that he had been 
called upon by Decree to ‘‘ assist in the 
conduct of matters connected with the 
Southern Superintendency.” 

(2)'The Governor General of the Two Kuang 
Provinces and Governor of Kuangtuny 
make their usual monthly report on the 
condition of the crops and the weather in 
Kuangtung during the 4th moon. During 
the month under review there were ten or 
more falls of rain, heavy and light, so that 
the high and low lying grounds are all 
thoroughly supplied with moisture and all 
the crops are doing well. The price of 
grain is a little higher than it was last 
month, Reports from outlying Districts are 
also favourable, with the exception of that 
from Shun-té Hsiev in the Kuangchow 
prefecture, over which place a tornado 
suddenly broke at 3 p.m. on the 2dth of 
April, accompanied by violent rain which 
lasted about an hour. During the time 
that it lasted more than half the houses 
aud buildings were blown down and 
a number of people killed or injured, 
boats being sunk «as well. On receipt of 
a report to this effect from the Magistrate, 
the Memorialist promptly sent a deputy to 
the spot to co-operate with the District 
Magistrate in ascertaining the nature and 
extent of the disaster. ‘Lheir report is now 
to hand, from which it appears that over 
800 houses were destroyed in the villages 
over which the tornado passed, and over 
ninety people were crushed to death or 
drowned, over forty boats in the river 
being also upset. The injuries received by 
various people are also by no means incon- 
siderable. Relief is being granted in cases 
where it is necessary, and the bodies of the 
dead have been buried by the gentry and 
notables of the various villages. The in- 
jured also are being attended to, and steps 
taken to repair the damage done to houses 
and buildings. The rice crops fortunately 
had just been transplanted, so they suffered 





no injury, For Decree see Guzeltte of July 
23rd. 

August 16th.—(1) The Tartar-General at 
Foochow, in his capacity of Superintendent 
of the Foochow Maritime Customs, reports 
that he has sent ‘I's. 50,000 to Peking as 
the second and last instalment of the 
Ts. 100,000 which the Foochow Customs 
have this year heen called upon to con- 
tribute towards the expenditure of the ottice 
of the Imperial Household, 

(2) Memorial from Shan Chfing, Tartar 
General at Nauking, reporting his depar- 
ture for Peking, AtI1l p.m. on the 10th 
July he received a telegram from the 
Ysung-li Yaméu informing himthat at 8 p.m. 
on the 8th July they had received an Im- 
perial Decree ordering him to come at 
ouce by steamer to Peking, his place at 
Nanking being temporarily filled by Yao 
Tien, In thanking His Majesty for his 
earlier appointment to the command of the 
Red Han-chiin Banner Corps, the Memo- 
rialist announced his intention of post- 
poning his departure for Peking until 
the arrival of his successor, Jui Lien, 
but in obedience to the commands he has 
now received to come at once to Peking by 
steamer, he transmitted his seal of office, 
otticial papers, express warrant, ‘* arrow” 
and so forth by the hand of one of his 
otticers to Yao ‘Tien upon the 13th July, 
and started the same day for Shanghai, 
where he will take steamer for the North. 
—Rescript : It is noted. 

August 17th.—(1) The Superintendent 
of Customs at Canton reports that in 
obedience to command he has had certain 
dress trimming and glass furnished for use 
in the palace and has sent the consignment 
forward to Peking. In the month of 
February 1883, the Memorialist’s office re- 
ceived instructions from the supply office 
attached to the Imperial Household to the 
effect that the Superintendent of Customs 
at Canton had been commanded by. 
His Majesty to have 2,000 rolls of bind- 
ing for ladies robes manufactured in accor- 
dance with patterns furnished, in which 
red and green colours were to be excluded, 
and in the month of May following further 
orders were received from the same depart- 
ment for 1,000 pieces of foreign window 
glass and 22 pieces of silvered mirror glass of 
specified dimensions for certain of the Inner 
Apartments of the Palace that were under- 
going repairs, all of which were to be sent to 
Peking before the 10thday ofthe 6th moon. 
‘The Memorialist at once sent for weavers and 
the proprietors of foreign goods stores to 
whom he handed the patterns of the trim- 
ming aud the dimensions of the glass 


Google 


118 


{Ava. 15—l?. 





wanted, respectively. In January 1881. 
446 rolls of trimming were finished au 
despatched, leaving 1,554 still to be wove, 
the manufacture of which was delayed 1 
consequence of the variety of the patter 
and colours required rendering the process 
of manufacture slow. However, by din 
of strenuous pressure they were finishel 
eventually and brought to Peking by th 
Memmorialist himself, as he was returniny a 
the expication of his term of office. Th: 
window and mirror glass, has alsu bees 
sent in two instalments to Peking = ‘Ile 
total cost of the above articles was ‘T'- 
81,354, to which has to be added Tis. 9 67; 
for packing, insurance and freight. ‘Thy 
amount should be paid out of the ‘* thre: 
fifths’ share of the maritime duties, bu: 
as the Memorialist during the three year 
he has been collecting duties has do 
nothing to show his gratitude to His 
Majesty for the favours that have bee 
bestowed upon him, and as the articles i 
question are important requirements of tl: 
Inner Palace, he has in fulfilment of tl: 
obligation he is under to show his 
gratitude, paid the money himself, lH: 
begs His Majesty therefore to instruct 
the Board to dispense. with returns ¢i 
this expenditure.—Rescript : Let it bes 
requested. The Yaméu concerned will take 
note, 

(2) A Memorial from Chang K‘ai-suny, 
Governor of Kueichow. ‘he frontier d:- 
fence of the province of Kueichow is «! 
paramount and pressing importance, ands 
the remittances from other provinces in ail 
of the large expenditure thus entailed ar 
insignificant in amount; the revenue « 
the province has to be fallen back upon \ 
meet the call. After fand and salt taxes 
likin is the chief source of income frow 
which military expenditure has to be stij- 
plemented, and in order to eucourage ani 
foster trade the late Governor Tang Chin; 
reduced the number of likin stations, The 
Board of Revenue in sanctioning tls 
arrangement warned him, however, that he 
would not be allowed to make the witl- 
drawal of likin stations a plea for showings 
decrease in the likin revenne, On lis 
assumption of office the Taotai Superin 
teudent of the likin collectorates complaine! 
to the Memorialist that the abolition of 
likin stations had been carried out tw 
abruptly, and begged him to give tle 
matter his consideration. Impressed wih 
the importance of avoiding vexatious exac 
tions in the collection of likin revenue, 
the Memorialist considers that there ar 
three abuses that must be specially guarded 
against :— 
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First, —The vexatious taxation of porters 
aud bearers of loads, who are called upon, 
uuder the name of lo-ti, or tax at the place 
vf deposit, to pay duty on the most trifllug 
aud petty commodities 

Second,—The vexatious delays that are 
sansed by underlings, who do everything 
to hinder the free passage of goods, and 
the heavy fines inflicted by collectors who 
put these fines into their uwn pockets, 

Third,—Private taxation under public 
names and the erection of subsidiary 
barriers where duties are levied «a second 
time. 

He is at the same time of opinion that 
it would be impoulitic to abolish too many 
of the subsidiary stations where duty certi- 
ficates are examined as it would encourage 
conveyers of goods to evade the tax stations 
by taking bye-roads, and induce the col- 
lectors to counive at this practice in cou- 
sideration of a bribe being given them, 
After consultation with the Governor 
General, a proclamation has been issued in 
the joint names of himself and the Memo- 
rialist enunciating the object for which 
likin is required, warning traders against 
evading the barriers by travelling on bye- 
roads, and appealing to the collectors to be 
honest and clean-handed under pain of 
denunciation and punishment upon detec- 
tion of dishonesty of any kind. 

August 18th.—(1) A Memorial from Wu 
Shon-ling, Censor of the Shansi Circuit, 
suygesting the advisability of sending back 
all expectants of office to their respective 
homes with the exception of a certain pro- 
portion, the number so retained in each 
province being determined with reference 
tu the vacancies that are likely to occur, 
Although half the abuses that exist in the 
civil adiministration of the empire are, the 
Memorialist declares, attributable to the 
misdoings of substantive holders of office, 
at least half are to be traced to the irregu- 
larities of expectant officials. The establish- 
ment of the purchase system introduced 
a very mixed element into the walks of 
official life, recommendations were made 
in the most free-handed manner, and the 
maintenance of a fair name became a matter 
of trivial importance, with the result that 
a shameless struggle for place is nuw the 
Jrevailing state of things, a habit that is 
indulged by even educated men who are 
well able to understand and appreciate the 
principles of seemly conduct.  Kivery place 
suffers from a plethora of officials, all of 
whom/are looking to their own interests 
alone, aud it is to this plethora of officials 
that the establishment of mumberless 
subsidiary bureaux is due, as well as 
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the necessity of providing augmentary 
allowances and requests from various pro- 
vinces for no more expectanta to be sent 
forward. ‘I'he Memorialist then expatiates 
on the impossibility of the superior officers 
being able to form even a fair estimate of 
the capacity of the expectant officers under 
their control who are so numerous that the 
names of many of them are not known to 
the chiefs, with the result that vacancies 
are filled by nominees of whose capabili- 
ties theie superior officers know nothing 
whatsoever, aud points out that the fact 
seems to be lest sight of that when 
they come to be denounced for incapa- 
city they have already caused much harm 
aud inconvenience to the peeple who 
occupy the field of their labours. The 
remedy suyyested for this state of things is 
the reduction of the numbers of expectant 
officials of every class to an extent com- 
mensurate with the number of vacancies 
fur which they are eligible, preference 
being given in the order of seniority, All 
other expectants should be sent back to 
their homes to await a summous should 
they be wanted. 


(2) In an obituary notice of Wu Chang- 
ch‘ing, late Admiral in Kuangtung, who 
has recently died in Féng-t‘ien, the 
Governor-General Li Hung-chang refers. 
specially to the services of the deceased: 
officer in Corea on the occasion of the rising. 
in that country in March 1882, and the. 
attack upon the Japanese Leyation (A AS 


{i HE) which was followed by the despatch. 


ot Japanese war-vessels to Jén Ch‘uan, 
There was discord both in the capital. 
and the provinces of the country at 
that period, and the people were in 
a very excited state, the dynasty itself. 
being threatened, and the question of 
peace or anarchy hanging upon a thread, 
but Wa Ch‘ang ch‘ing hastened across to. 
the rescue, and in a few days restored. 
quiet by the capture of the leader of the 
movement, For his services on this oc- 
casion he was specially commended by His 
Majesty and given the rank of Ch-ing-tu yii, 
or hereditary noble of the sixth grade, 
(See Gazette of July 26:h) 

(3) The Governor of Kueichow, referring 
to his earlier Memorial reporting the arrival 
of ‘Ttang Chiung, cashiered Governor of 
Yiinnan, at Kuei-yang Fu, where his pro- 
gress northwards was arrested by illness, 
how announces the departure of the dis- 
graced officer from Kuei-yang on the Sth of 
Jury. 

August 19th.—(1) Ina Postscript Memo- 
rial, the Governor of Hunan announces 
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that he has received a report from the 
Magistrate of the Yeh District in that pro- 
vince stating that on the 4th July, about 
2 a.m., there was a thunderstorm accom- 
panied by torrents of rain, causing the 
water from the mountains to descend with 
such rapidity, and in such quantities that 
the river runving through the District be- 
came overcharged and burst its banks, 
flooding over twenty villages to a depth 
varying.from 8 to over 10 feet, and destroy- 
ing the crops, over 5,000 chien of houses 
were washed down, and over a hundred 
people drowned. At Nan-chao Hsien, too, 
there was a vielent storm at midnight on 
the same day which lasted six hours and 
caused similar fluods. Some scores of 
people were drowned, and the majority of 
the houses in the country adjoining the 
mountains, which suffered most, were 
washed down, while mest of the crops were 
destroyed. Reports of the ravages caused 
by this same storm come also from Pao- 
féng Hsien, where 44 villages were in- 
undated, and most of the inhabitants lost 
every single thing they possessed, grain, 
clothes, utensils and so forth, aud a very 
large number of cattle, not to mention 
a loss of life by drowning to the number 
of 86, and the destruction of over 9,000 
chien of houses. ‘he storm did con- 
siderable damage, too, in Nan-yang Fu 
and Lu-chow, but there was happily no 
loss of life. Orders have been given for the 
speedy distribution of relief to the sufferers 
by the hand of special agents who are to 
co-operate with the local authorities in 
ascertaining the extent of the damage done 
and taking steps to repair it. 

Angust 20th.—(L) The Superintendent 
of Imperial Manufactories at Hangchow 
reports the commencement of the special 
order for “ Dragon Robes,” silks and satins, 
which at the instance of the manufactory 
department of the office of the Imperial 
Household was reduced by eighty per cent 
and now amounts in all to 3,958 pieces, the 
estimated cost of the manufacture of 
which is ‘Taels 200,v00. Owing to the 
slowness with which the funds directed tu be 
supplied for the execution of this order came 
in from the various departments ordered 
to furnish contributions, application had 
to be made, not only for the extension of 
the limit of time within which this order 
was to be completed, originally fixed for 
the month of June, but also for instruc- 
tions to be issued for the prompt supply of 
funds. Having now Tls. 20,000 in hand 
the Memorialist proposes to commence 
operations on the Sth July. He ventures, 
however, to suggest that there is a very 


Google 








j 
5 
5 
large amount of money still due, and A 
plies must be furnished with regularity if 
the work is not to come to a staudastill. t 
August 21st.—(1) A joint Memorial from 
Ts‘en Yii-ying, Governor-General of Yiin- ; 
nan and Kueichow, and Chang K‘ai-suny, } 
Governor of Yiinuan, reporting the pro-. 
gress of mining industry in the laccer: 
province. Yiinnan, they premise, produces * 
all kinds of metals for the working of whici - 
wealthy merchants were ready aud willing in 
former times to provide funds, while the 
poorer classes gained their livelihood by ; 
the industry thus created. The rebeltion 
in Yiinnan, however, materially affected , 
the prosperity of all classes and their con- : 
dition deteriorated day by day. Iu 1874, 
the Memorialist Ts‘éu Yii-ying solicited His - 
Mxjesty’s permission to work these mines : 
experimentally, and again, last your, he : 
asked sanction to invite contributions of . 
private capital in order to produce funds 
for the extension of mining industry. Last 
month a Decree was received making the 
Memorialists responsible for the success of 
the undertaking and calling upon them for 
a truthful report as to the results of the : 
enterprise so far as it had gone. Iu reply : 
they furnished a report giving a general | 
outline of the steps they had taken for { 
raising funds, and sent a copy of the Decree / 
to the Financial Commissioner aud the ! 
head of the central office of mines. 4 
The Acting Financial Commissioner now ¢ 
i 
4 
t 
q 
by 


reports that on the issue of the prohibition § 
against borrowing money from the Capital | 
for the expenses of working the miines | 
there has been a gradually increasiny : 
alacrity on the part of capitalists to come ! 
forward, and the six principal mines in the ; 
Yi Tung circuit with eleven subsidiary { 
mines are being worked under the manaye- 4 
ment of certain retired military officers { 
and a literary graduate. Hight princip. { 
and nine sinaller mines in the Yi Hsi circuit 
are also placed under the management of a 
committee composed of two retired military 
officers and a Department Magistrate. A 
third group of mines in the Ch‘ung-hsiung 
prefecture and the sub-prefecture of 
Yung-pei Chou are under the control of a 
Prefect and Sub-Prefect, and the Wang- 
pao and Shuang-luug mines in the Yun Wu 
circuit are under the superintendence of 
two of the gentry. Proclamations have been 
issued anew authorising the gentry and 


! 
peuple to report the existence of any fresl 





mines they may hear of, and.if the work- 
ing of them dves not interfere with any 
habitations or cemeteries, mining licences 
will be issued to them and they — will 


! be free to commence operations. ‘Chere 
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gems every probability of many such 
pplications being made. The  ofticers 
‘ho compose the committee of the Cen- 
tal Mining Bureau report that although 
lis Majesty’s sanction was obtained last 
ear to raise capital, in consequence of the 
auk failures at Shanghai some delay 
ecurred in securing the amounts that had 
een promised, but it is still propused to 
sise the amounts specified in the original 
sport of the Committee. The amounts 
rginally promised were as follows :— 
From two exvectant ofticialsin ‘Ts, 
‘uangsi for the Yung-ch‘ang and 
hun-uing mines ..... Sesiivaseasesis 1,000,000 
Au assistant Sub-Prefect, fur 

lines in the Lin-an, K‘ai-hua aud 








‘h‘it-ching prefectures.........006 +.» 60,000 
A Tao-t‘ai in Kiangsu. »...1,000,000 
A Prefect ...ccccccsscscssseeeees se. 150,000 
Contribution promised from 

ZUECHUEI ssevseceves bose sseverseseee 200,000 

2,410,000 





The officers who engaged to provide the 
regoing amounts have been urged to send 
seward the balance still due by instalments, 

The miniug machinery purchased by 
tho Wei-fang has been sent to ‘lung-ch‘uan 
or use in that prefecture. The tin mines 
ithe Méng-tzi District have always been 
orked by smelters, but owing to the slack- 
ess of the trade of late years it has been 
ecided to supply these smelters with sume 
f the capital invested by merchants, in 
rder that the mines may be once more 
stively worked, and, in due course, mines 
f gold, silver, lead and iron, each in turn, 

In conclusion, the Memorialists express the 
pinion that as the management of miuing 
perations is now in competent hands 
were is every prospect of a continuous 
uprovement, with ample indications of 

rich store of metals and no lack of funds 
» work them. ‘They also consider that 
108e capitalists who have invested money 
1 the undertaking should be allowed to 
sap the full benetc of their enterprise.— 
script : We have perused this Memo- 
al and consider that the course pur- 
1ed is entirely correct. We again com- 
and that the Memorialists instruct their 
ibordiuates to prosecute the opening of 
tines with zeal that the riches of the earth 
ay be developed, and the sources from 
hence the public funds are derived may 

8 enriched. 

August 22nd.—(1) A Decree. Liu Ming- 
vuau reports that the fort at Kelung in 
‘urthern Formosa was attacked by the 
aemy and fell into their hands, but that 
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our troops re-oecnpied it, destroyed the 
enemy's eamp and gained a victory. ‘The 
French ships’ having come to the port of 
Kelung in Northern Formosa, repeatedly 
fired their large guns upon the loth of the 
6th moon (August 5th) destroying the fort 
at that place. On the 16th (August 6th) 
the French troops landed and made a 
direct rush upon the entrenchments, when 
Liu Ming-ch‘uan and Brigadier-General 
Tsao Chil-chung went out with their 
men to give them battle, gaining a 
victory and putting the enemy to flight. 
Liu Mig ch‘uan is highly to be com- 
mended tur the way in which his arrange- 
ments have been made, and We command 
that he be committed to the Board for 
the bestowal of rewards on a most liberal 
scale. Let ‘I's‘ao Chih-chung, General of 
the Fu Ning Chéu Division in Fuh- 
kien and recorded for an appointment 
as Commander-in-Chief, who was specially 
energetic upon this occasion, have a Yellow 
Riding Jacket bestowed upon him; Let the 
tt-tu Chang Kao-yuan.and Su Té shéng be 
appointed forthwith to any Brigadier’s 
command on the sea board that may fall 
vacant; Let Chang Kao-yuan be further 
invested with the title of huan-nien-ch‘ang 
@ baturu, and Su Té-shéng with that of 
Hsi-lin baturu; let the Cuolonel Wang 
San-hsiang have his name recorded for 
promotion to the post of Brigade-General 
aud be invested with the title of O-sheng-+ 
baturu; and let Téng Ch‘éng-an, whose 
rank of Major had been taken away from 
him be reiustated in that rank. Permis- 
sion is given to Liu Ming-ch‘uan to 
make a collection of the must deserving 
of the officers and civilians of different 
grades, who distinguished themselves on 
this occasion and submit a list of their 
names for the bestowal of marks of distinc- 
tion. 

We have been honored with the following 
command from Her Majesty the Empress 
Dowager :— 

Let the sum of three thousand taels be 
drawn from the economies of the Privy 
Purse for bestuwal upon the soldiers aud 
irregulars who exerted themselves upon 
this occasion ; Liu Ming-ch‘uan will ascer- 
tain who are the most deserving amongst 
his men, and in transmitting Our will to 
them will bestow this money upon them.” 

Liu Ming-ch‘uan having previously 
reported tou Us that it had not been 
possible to build the fort at Kelung in the 
orthodox manner and that it was not in 
point of fact tenable, the officers respon- 
sible for its loss on this occasion will be 
absulved from being taken tu task, bet 
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should there hereafter be any lack of energy 
in holding any place against attack with 
the result that defeat or failure to keep 
such place occurs, martial law will assuredly 
be adopted and the severest punishment 
meted out, positively no mercy being 
shown, Let the names of the killed and 
wounded amongst the subordinate officers 
and inen be at once ascertained and applica- 
tion made for compassionate marks of dis- 
tinction on their behalf. 

In a postscript Memorial application 
is made for the bestowal of marks of Im- 
perial approbation upon the officers of the 
Transport and Commissariat Departments. 
Let Liang Shun-fu, Assistaut Sub-Prefect 
of Kelung, have a single-eyed peacock’s 
feather bestowed upon him in place of his 
previous decoration; let Yu Hsio-shih, the 
Assistant District Magistrate, be given pre- 
ferment as District Magistrate ; let Ch‘ien 
Show-i, Receiver of the Salt Department be 
absolved from taking up an appointment, in 
theclass to which heat present belongsand be 
relegated to the list of expectant Mayistrates 
in the province to which he was originally 
assigned; let Sun An-pang, formerly 
Major on the list for appointment to a 
command, be transferred to the Lientenant 
Colonel’s list with the brevet rank of 
Colonel ; and let Yu Kéng, cashiered Tao- 
tai, be permitted to be retained in the 
garrison and give earnest of his good inten- 
tions by meritorious service. 

In a further postscript Memorial the 
same officer requests that the ‘'aotai Chu 
Shou-mo and others may be retained for 
duty with the garrison. Let Chu Shou-mo 
whose name is recorded for a Taotaiship, 
and Lo T'ing-yii, Senior Secretary of a 
Board, be permitted to be kept with the 
garrison there to perform meritorious ser- 
vice. The Board concerned will take note, 

August 23rd.—(1) A Decree : Let Chang 
Chih-tung fill the post of Governor-General 
of the Two Kuang Provinces. 


(2) A Decree: Yéu Heii calls Our atten- 
tion to the fact that upou the occasion of 
the ceremonial observed upon the 16th of 
August, the Imperial Birthday, Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang, who occupied the position of Master 
of the Ceremonies, did not prostrate him- 
self in salutation with the company that 
was under him. Let Tso Tsung-t‘ang be 
handed to the Board for the determination 
of a penalty. 

(3) A Decree: Let Wu Yuan-ping pro- 
ceed to Shantung to inspect the river works 
and coast defences, and let him forthwith 
present a Memorial requesting parting 
iustructions. 
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(4) A Decree: Let Hai Chén and Lia) 
Shou-héng proceed by Government post 
Shantung to investigate and deal with 
certain matters. Their suite will also travel 
by Government post. 

(5) A Memorial from Chi Ko, Lieutena 
Governor of Ch‘ahar, reporting the disper. 
sion of a band of rebels at Jehi-ho and the 
capture of their chief and others, Ai 
already reported in his memorial of tle 
21st of this moon (? July 13th), a victors 
was obtained over certain rebels from Yi 
P‘ao-tzii at a place called Ch‘én T’u Py 
and its vicinity by the Magistrate of the 
Ch‘ih-féng District. On the 22nd day of the 
moon, Li Yén-yiian, Major in) comman 
of the left battalion of the Ch‘fuan Lis; 
Ho regiment, sent in a joint report wit: 
the Assistant Magistrate of ‘a Miao Asie. 
to the following effec :— 

At 8 am. on the 13th of the moon, tl: 
spies having reported that a large body ci 
the rebels had moved tu a place called tl: 
Seven Tree Stream” in the Ch‘ih-fé. 
District, and that-a certain number hai 
branched off to their old quarters at Su. 
han Pa-ti, Li Yen-yuan and the Assistan: 
Magistrate, Kai Yung-chén by name, pi 
themselves at the head of their truops. 
which were augmented by a band of volui- 
teers organised by village guilds to give 
the rebels battle, Ou the followiug day, 
the 14th, they arrived at Pa-ti, where trace 
of the enemy were discovered. The fore: 
was then marshalled, and advanced in figli 
ing order, and on arrival at a place know 
as the Yellow chala at ‘ Wild Boar’s lair 
they found the rebels lodged in the fores. 
The attack of the troops was resisted |v 
the enemy, who formed and fired upon ther. 
with cannon and gingals carried by t« 
bearers, killing several of the volunteers 
The Major and Assistant Magistra’: 
then divided their forces, nnd the forme: 
working reund to the rear of the rebr 
position, rushed bravely. upon them wit] 
shouts of ‘‘slaughter.” Meanwhile ti: 
Assistant M-gistrate took some of tl: 
volunteers, and dividing them into tr 
parties, east and west, attacked the rebe: 
on either flank. Beset on three sid: 
as they then were, the rebels were au. 
rash enough to resist to the death, but « 
heavy rain was suddenly sent down frou 
Heaven which wetted the matches of th: 
rebel gunners so that they could not li: 
their guns. Emboldened atill more |r 
this circumstance the whole of the trovj:| 
rushed forward with redoubled vigor: | 
aud attacked the rebels with sword a 
spear and then lost courage and fled «: 
every direction. Svme ten or more c: 
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vem were killed by cannon shuts, and 
bout the same number were beheaded on 
1e field exclusive of a large quantity of 
ounded. ‘he head of the gang and one 
te leaders were also captured together 
ith six of the rebels, not to mention the 
sizure of numbers of horses, banners, 
eapons, clothes etc. ; seven or eight of their 
lairs’’ were also destroyed. The prisoners 
ere sont to the Assistant Mugistrate’s 
améu to be placed in safe custody, while 
arties were sent under experienced guides 
' pucsuit of the fugitives. 

The rebel leader Yang Ch‘ang-ch‘ing, 
Nias Yang Lao Hao-tzt, and Yang Chiu- 
1, one of the chiefs, with the follow- 
1 membera of the gang, who were 
iptured, viz.: Ch‘ih Féng-hai, Tu Féug- 
van, ‘T's‘ui Wéu-han, Yo  Ping-kéng, 
Vang Wén-fu, and Cha ‘La kén, were 
1 due course sent to the Memorialist, who 
imself subjected them to a rigorous inter- 
gation assisted by the criminal investiya- 
on officer, the Colonel of the Manchu 
itigade and the Senior Prefect, when the 
lowing statements were elicited : 

The prisoners were natives of Chihli, 
hantung and Mongolia, Yang Ch‘ang- 
a‘fing and Yang Chin-ju were fishermen 
y calling, while the others were indigent 
zople who got their living as best they 
vuld. None of them had been previously 
iilty of seditious acts. Ou the 12th of 
lay last, the Mongols of the Keshikteng 
ibe on the * Black River flats” refused 
»allow them to fish, and «hot Wang Ching- 
‘uam and some twenty and more with 
im, whereupon Yang Chéang-ch‘ing and 
‘ang Chiu-ju concerted arrangements 
ith two men from Tsao Chow, one 
om Yen chow Fu, and a fourth from 
eking to get together a large number of 
sople with the intention, after wreaking 
ieir Vengeance on the Mahomedan Mon- 
ils, to raise the standard of revolt. In 
arsuance of this design they circulated a 
sssword, called the Imperial troops ER. 
¢ ‘* official ashes,” and the country voluu- 
ser COrps HE HK or ‘collected ashes,” and 
1 due course of time raised a force of over 
000 men in P‘ai-ch‘a and its neighbour- 
vod. ‘These were divided iuto four bat- 
lions called Red, Yellow, Black and 
‘ariegated Banners, in addition to which a 
andard of four colours was made, and 
vo large red banners upon one side of 
hich was inscribed the character Wang, or 
rince, and on other the following words :— 
ERKRABE EG, “Practice the Way 
o Heaven's behalf ; Kill the Rich and Aid 
1e Poor.” Wang Tuan-jén was the head 
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of the Red Banner, Chou Yuan-té of the 
Yellow, Ma Lao-pa of the Black, and Chang 
P‘éng of the Variegated. ‘Lhe members uf 
each Banner bound a piece of cloth of the 
colour corresponding to their particular 
Banner round their heads, and were divided 


into p‘éng, (#8) or squads of twenty or 


thirty men each under a recognised head, 
Yang Ch‘ang-ch‘ing was elected chief of 
the whole band, and the various heads of 
p‘éug in each Banner were under his con- 
trol; of these p‘eng t‘ow or captains of 
squads, Yang Chiu-ju was one; the other 
prisoners were simply members of different 
squads, The rebel force left Yi Peas Tzi 
on the 29th of the 4th moon (May 23rd) and 
made their way to Liu Chia Ying-tzi and 
Ch‘en ‘I'‘u Po in Pai Ch‘a where they burnt 
aud plundered inevery direction resisting the 
Tiwperial troops sent out against them and 
killing the country volunteers in the hope 
of possessing themselves of certain roads 
and stations and being then enabled to 
divide their forces and undertake an opera- 
tion of some magnitude, The prisoners 
told the above story in a straightforward 
way, but when asked where Sung Ching-ssit 
and Yang Pu-yiin had fled to they unani- 
mously declared that there was uo such 
man as Sung Ching-ssti, the name having 
been invented to atrike terror into the hearts 
of the villagers because a certain nien-fei in 
Shantung called Sung Ching-shih was a 
dreaded individual. Yang Pu-yun, they 
said, was a Mahomedan, and as their special 
object was to slay Mahomedans it was not 


‘likely that they would allow him to join their 


band ; they had, however, pretended that 
he was one of their number because people 
had said he was. ‘To these assertions they 
persistently adhered in the face of rigid 
cross-questioning. 

The Memorialist then proceeds to dilate 
on the iniquity of Yang Ch‘ang-ch‘ing, and 
states that he was summarily beleaded- 
and his head exposed at the scene of the 
insurrection. ‘he members of the band 
being for the most part starving people 
who had been furced to join the muvement, 
they had dispersed after their defeat, but 
Wang Tuan-jen, the head of the Red 
Banner, had fled with over 200 men into 
the Imperial Hunting Reserves, while cer- 
tain other leaders of the movement atilk 
remained at large, and the Commandant 
of the regular troops stationed at Ku-pei 
K‘ou was ordered to enter the Hunting 
Reserves from the west and drive thenr 
eastwards, The Major above mentioned, 
Li Jen-yuan, will bar the road on the east- 
at Ch‘ih-feng, and they will be met by Ku- 


24 [Aue. 23—28. 





pei K‘ou troops at Feng-ningand the Mongo- 
lian frontierand be thus prevented from mak- 
iug their way elsewhere. . Orders have been 
simultaneously sent to Li Chang ch ‘ing, 
Commander-in Chief in Chibli, tv direct 
the General at Hsiian-hua Fu, and the 
Colonel at ‘lo-lun (Lama Miao) to hold all 
the important points on the Mongol frontier 
while they are at the same time to search 
for the rebels and exterminate them. They 
are also to ascertain beyond all manner of 
doubt whether there are such persons as 
Sung Ching-srtt and Yang Pu-yiiu.—For 
Decree see Gazette of 25th July. 

August 24th.—(1) The following officers 
are commanded to proceed to Canton with 
despatch and place themselves at the dis- 

osal of the Governor-General : 

Li Hsien-i (4856396) Brigadier-General 
attached to the Suansi province fur em- 
ployment ; Yang Yii-shu ($B 3 gp) expect- 
ant Prefect; Wu Liang-ju (yd fi fe) ex- 
pectant Major, 

August 25th.—(1) The Governor of Yiin- 
nan reports the fluoding of the vicinity of 
the P‘ing-i District town in that province 
in consequence of heavy rain on the 21st 
and 22ud June, causing to total destruc- 
tion or submersion of the houses and crops 
in the flooded area and large losses in 
cattle, though no lives, fortunately, were 
lost. Prompt steps are being taken to 
afford relief to the sufferers. 

August 26th.—(1) The Governor-General 
of the Hu-kuang Provinces aud the Go- 
vernor of Hupeh, referring to an Imperial 
Decree dated the 14th of April last, in 
which attention is called to the allegations 
of a Censor that there is excessive dis- 
honesty in the collection of Customs duties, 
state that the Superintendent of Customs 
at Hankow has represented to them that 
- returns of the receipts and expenditure of 
the Hankow Customs establishments are 
made up every three months and sub- 
mitted to the provincial high authorities 
for the information of the Throne and 
communication to the Board, and at the 
end of the year these quarterly returns 
are embodied in an aunual statement for 
submission to the Throne, copies being 
also sent to the Governor General’s Yamén, 
and the Board of Revenue, returns being 
also drawn up by the Commissioner of 
Foreign Customs and forwarded to the 
Inspector General for submission to the 
Governor General’s Yamén (sic in orig— 
?Taung-li Yamén). As therefore, the two 
returns of receipts can be compared the 
one With the other, there cannot possibly 
be any deception. Owing tu the excessive 
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number of calls upon the revenues of thir 
Customs in aid of the military expenditura: 
in other provinces, the remittances ty», 
Peking are proportionately less, but ou; 
scrutiny of the various amounts paid iu’ 
subsidies and auxiliary grants it will be, 
found that the returns of receipts and ex-; 
penditure balance correctly. i 

August 27th. —(Decree about Frenc 
affair already published.) 

(2) A Decree from Her Majesty the Em-; 
press Dowager. Some time since, on thal 
representation of Yéu Hsit that [so Tsung: 
t‘ang did not prostrate himself with the 
rest of his party on the occasion of ths 
ceremonies connected with the Imperial; 
Birthday, We committed ‘I'so Taung-t‘ans 
to the Board for the determination of a 
penalty, Yi Huan, Prince Ch'in, now re- 
presents to us that in his denunciatory 
Memorial Yéu Haiti does not confine hin- 
self to his subject, but attempts in un- 
licensed longuage to crush the object of 
his attack by coloured statements, and{ 
makes his denunciation a pretext f-r 
slanderous abuse, even going so far as to 
accuse the Grand Secretary of settin: pro} 
privty at nought and behaving as no servant 
of the State should behave. As the Prince 
represents, there is reasun to fear that 
the introduction of such practices as tis 
will lead to wide-spread abuse. We there-! 
fore command that Yéu Hsii be committed! 
to the Board for the determination of a 
penalty. 

(3) A Decree: The Governor of Kiangsi 
reports that the Fou-liang and other Dis. 
tricts have been visited by floods, ani 
describes the measures he has taken fur 
the relief of the distress occasioned thereby. 

In the month of August, the river at Fuu- 
liang Hsien suddenly rose in consequence vf 
heavy rain, carried away the city wall and 
destroyed numbers of public offices ant 
private dwellings, besides causing loss of life. 
AtChing-té Chén(Kin-té Chéu) several thou. 
sand people were drowned and no less than 
several thousand houses were washed away, 
while in the Yii-kan, Po-yang, and Li o-p4ns 
Districts the greater part of the crops hav 
been submerged. The perusal of ths 
Memorial has filled Our heart with pr- 
found commiaseration, and We commani 
P‘an Wei, the Governor, to continue ths 
measures of relief he has instituted and t» 
cause all cases of necessity to be promptly 
discovered and relieved. 

August 28th.—(1) A Decree in answer 
to a represeutation from a Censor that 
pernicious system of collecting Customs 
duties and exacting forced labour exists in 
Honan. After briefly reviewing the asta: 
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nents of the Censor, the Decree concludes 
with the assertion of the principle that the 
local authorities are directly responsible 
‘or the existence of abuses in the collection 
of taxes or in the administration of the 
sorvée system, and calls upon the Governor 
of the province strictly to prohibit the carry- 
ng out of the arrangements specified 
yy the Censor under any denomination 
vhatsoever. Service required for military 
ransport or other forced labour is only to 
»8 requisitioned under regulations which 
ire to be drawn up in distinct terms. 

(2) Tséng Kuo-ch ‘tian reports the damage 
lone by a tornado accompanied by heavy 
‘ain in the Ch‘ing-p‘u District in Kuang- 
ung, when 280 houses were destroyed, 16 
xeople killed, and several score injured. 
3ome 72 people have been rendered desti- 
mte, and measures have been taken to 
ifford them relief at regular intervals. 

August 29th.—(1) A Memorial from Wei 
Jung-kuang, Governor of Kiangsu, report- 
ng the murder of one Chinese by another 
st Yokohama in the course of a gambling 
lispute, and the wounding of the cousin 
0f the murdered man by the assassin. 
[he case having been reported to the 
Jhinese Administrator (PBA px) at Yoko- 


tama, that officer caused the murderer to 
o be arrested, and, the latter having con- 
essed his crime, he was sentenced by the 
Administrator to decapitation after the 
isnal term of incarceration. In conformity 
vith Rule 1II of the Regulation in seven 
Articles for the enforcement of the Penal 
Jode in Japan, the murderer was sent to 
the Shanghai Magistrate to be duly dealt 
with after confirmation of the sentence 
vy the Chinese Minister in Japan. Copies 
of the minutes and depositions have been 
‘orwarded to the Board of Punishments 
wd the Tsungli Yamén. 

(2) The Governor of Anhui reports the 
leath at Nanking upon the 17th of June 
“€ Wu Tsan-ch‘éng, formerly Director of 
he Foochow Arsenal, who was allowed to 
etire in October 1879. The deceased was 
s native of Lu-chiang Hsien in Anhui, to 
vhich place his remains were brought by 
118 SOM. 

August 30th.—(1) Ts‘en Yii-ying, Gov- 
rnor-General of Yiinnan and Kueichow, 
orwards a supplementary list of officers 
tho have succumbed to the effects of 
nalaria in Tonquin, with a request that 
vosthumous marks of compassion may be 
restowed upon them. 

August 3lst.—(1) A Decree in answer to 
he representations of a Censor suggesting 
he removal of certain evils and abuses in 
wovincial administration, Provincial high 
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authorities are instructed to hold periodical 
sales at reduced rates of the grain stored 
in the public granaries as a provision 
against years of scarcity, in order to prevent 
the waste that is caused by mildew and 
damp. These sales are to be conducted by 
gentry of respectability and fresh yrain is 
to be bought to supply the deficiency thus 
caused. The local authorities in the differ- 
ent provinces are to pay annual visits of 
inspection to the river embankments 
erected at the people’s expense and by 
their labour, and to encourage the im- 
provement of these and their maintenance 
in an ellicient state of repair by exhorta- 
tion and correction. 

The salt preventive service which is car- 
ried out by irregulars engaged by the mer- 
chants to whom the monopoly of this trade 
is farmed having been found to be productive 
of much vexatious extortion and tyranny, 
provincial high authorities are directed to 
see that this preventive service is abolished 
and carried on in future by the Government 
executive, civil and military. 

(2) A report is called for from the Su- 
perintendent of Live Stock and House duty 
for the eastern division of Peking on the 
subject of certain charges brought forward 
by a Censor who states that heavy fines are 
exacted under torture on various irregular 
pretexts, and that domiciliary visits are 
paid by runners in the employ of the 
Superintendent to villagers in the neigh- 
bourhvood of Peking where duties are levied 
on the live stuck upon their farms. 

September 1st.—(1) A Decree: The 
Censor K‘ung Hsien-i having represented 
to Us that Chang Yin-huan, Sub-Director 
of the Court of Sacrificial Worship, sent a 
letter to the Taotai at Shanghai which he 
was not authorised to send, We called 
upon the Ministers of the Tsung-li Yaméu 
to furnish Us with a full report on the 
subject. They now state that the tele- 
graphic reply sent to the Taotai at Shang- 
hai was despatched after joint consultation 
by all the Ministers. We find on perusal of 
this telegraphic message that it contains ex- 
pressions of an improper nature ; We there- 
fore command that the Beiléh Yi K‘uang, 
Fu K‘un, K‘un Kang, Hsii Kéng-shén, 
Chou Té-jun, Ch‘én Lan-pin, Chou Chia- 
mei, Wu T‘ing-fén and Chang Yin-huan 
be handed over to the Board for the de- 
sermidation of a penalty. Exception is 
made in favour of Yén Ching-ming and 
Hsii Yung-i, who were absent at the time 
on sick leave, and of Hsi Chén and Liao 
Shou-héng, who were away on special duty. 
Some time since, the Tsungli Yamén failed 
on repeated occasions to display care aud 
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attention in the conduct of public business. 
The high officers of this department must 
in future exercise special care and atten- 
tion, and see to it that they do not tread 
in the footsteps of their predecessors, 
thereby rendering themselves liable to 
severe correction. 

(2) A Decree: The Censor Liu En-po 
requests that We will make choice between 
Liu Ming-ch‘uan and Chang P‘ei-lun and 
temporarily confer upon the ofticer selected 
the powers of Governor-General of Fuh- 
kien. The selection of high ofticers for 
provincial appointments is the special pre- 
rogative of the Court, and it is not com- 
petent for any servant of Ours to take 
upon himself to request the appointment 
of any oflicer to such posts. ‘lhe repre- 
sentations of the Censor in question are 
indeed presumptuous, and We command 
that he be handed to the Board for the 
determination of a penalty. 


September 2nd.—(Court Circular.) Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang returns thanks for the inflic- 
tion of a fine of one year’s salary. 

(1) A Memorial from the Governor-Gen- 
eral and Governor of Fuhkien announc- 
ing that they have, in obedience to His 
Majesty’s Commands ordering them to con- 
sider what salary should be allotted to Chang 
P‘ei-lun, Joint High Commissioner for Coast 
Defence in Fuhkien, decided to allot that 
officer a salary of Tis. 600 a month. This 
is the amount given to the Superintendent 
of the Arsenal, whose emoluments were 
to be taken as a basis for determining 
the salary of the High Commissioner, and 
the Memorialists are of opinion that the 
expenditure to which he will be put on 
public account justifies a similar amount 
being allotted to Chang P‘ei-lun. The 
members of his staff will be allotted salaries 
on a proportionate scale with the employés 
of the Arsenal. 

(2) The same officers report the total loss 
in a gale of wind of a war junk with a 
crew of two oflicers and thirty-three men, 
of whom only twelve of the crew escaped 
with their lives. Posthumous marks of 
compassion are solicited for the oflicers and 


-men who were drowned on this occasion. 


September 3rd.—(1) Ching Hsin (Hix {B) 
is appointed Senior Vice-President of the 
Board of Ceremonies, 

(2) Téng Ch‘éng-hsiu (SDF) is ap- 
pointed Director of the Court of State 
Ceremonial. 

(3) A Decree ordering the Financial 
Commissioner of Shantung, in the tem- 
porary absence of the Governor from the 
provincial capital, to take steps to ascertain 
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the amount of distress caused by the} 
bursting of one of the ‘ people’s” em- ; 
bankments on the Yellow River, and to 
afford the necessary relief. 

(4) Postscript Memorial from Tséng 
Kuo-ch‘iian. Memorialist’s predecessor ; 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang has already. represented | 
to His Majesty the steady decline of the} 
lekin revenues collected by the Nanking | 
offices in consequence of the decadeuce | 
of trade and the increased circulatiu | 
of certificated goods. The income from 
this source during the present year show 
a considerable falling off as compared | 
with last year, the total revenue collected | 
during the first five months being only 
Tis. 138,000 and upwards, while the; 
calls upon this revenue of various kinds; 
amount to a total of Tls. 470,000 to} 
480,000, exclusive of a fresh demand | 
for tunds to meet the purchase of shijs 
aud guns for the Southern Maritime 
Division of the Empire. Even had the 
revenue of this year approximated that of | 
the preceding twelve months it would have | 
been difficult to meet this latter call, ; 
but what with floods and the consequent | 
falling off in the likin on grain, the damage j 
done to the cotton crop by wind and damp, : 
and the dullness of the markets generally, ; 
the decrease is very considerable, and wiii ; 
be greater in less favourable seasons. ; 
All that it will be possible therefore wv: 
do is to endeavour to meet the regular: 
calls by borrowing from other sources 10; 
supplement the deficit. It will be utterly; 
impossible to furnish any sums for ex 
traordinary purposes, 

(5) ‘The same officer announces the com: | 
pletion of a steam-launch at the Nanking | 
Arsenal ordered by Tso Tsung-t‘ang fer 
despatch purposes. The boat is 46 Cuines 
feet long with 11 feet 5 inches beam, aud | 
has engines of 8 horse-power. The cost wt | 
construction was Tis, 2,400 odd. She will; 
carry a crew of 12 all tuld, whose montliy | 
waves will be Tls. 66.8, with an alluwauce 
of ‘Ils 15 per month for portage. 

September 4th.—(1) A Decree. Tle 
Censor Wu Hsiin represents to Us ths 
the reputation of a certain member of the! 
Grand Council is becoming daily more in: 
paired and prays that We will give him m 
Our compassion the means of preservi'y 
his good name. 

He states that, whereas the responaili:' 
lity of considering the disposition of troops 
and the means by which military supplic!; 
are to be raised rests with the Grand Cuu:- | 
cil, Yén Ching-ming always awaits tle 
Imperial commands aud never suggests 
any alternative lines of action in auticips 
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don of these commands. Some time since, 
n consequence of the perfunctory manner 
wn which Prince Kung and others conducted 
matters entrusted to their management, 
and because of their inability to rouse 
themselves to action, We were commanded 
by Her Majesty the Empress Dowager to 
Jeprive some functionaries of their otticial 
duties and to cause others to retire into 
private life or to transfer them to lower 
posts as the case might be ; Shih-to, Prince 
Li, was also specially selected forintroduc- 
tion into the Grand Council of State. 

Just at this time, when evil habits of 
long standing have to be dealt with, and 
difficulties uf many kinds to be met, there 
tre officials both in the capital and in 
the provinces who are undecided in their 
opinions and are influenced by the fear of 
giving offence, while their views are neither 
far-sighted nor comprehensive, and the 
fault cannot be laid at the duor of Yéu 
Ching-ming alone. 

From this time forward, each and every- 
one concerned must positively devote 
themselves with the utmost loyalty and 
sincerity of heart to the earnest considera- 
tion of matters requiring attention, and 
the energetic execution of the measures they 
have decided upon. They must take coun- 
sel together in a spirit of harmony, and 
unite in a common effort to meet the diffi- 
culties that have to be encountered with- 
out the slightest display of carelessness or 
laxity. 

On the present occasion the French have 
been extravagaut in their demands and 
threats, and have been the first to commence 
hostilities. China has repeatedly treated 
them with courteous toleration, and has 
already exercised the principles of humanity 
and rectitude to their fullest possible ex- 
tend. The conditions constituting a state 
of war being now complete, should anyone 
again submit any remarks on the subject 
of indeumnity or propositions of a similar 
tenour he shall at once be handed over 
to the Buard of Punishments for correc- 
tion. . 

The Ministers of the Tsung-li Yamén, 
being charged with the conduct of matters 
affecting the relations of China and foreign 
countries, should, in order to be com- 
petent for the duties of that office, be 
men who combine natural ability with 
& capacity for applying it in a proper 
manner and who are able to maintain the 
dignity of the constitution. 

Chou Chia-mei and Wu Ting-fén have 
served iu this Yamén for a long time and 
they have shown an inability to perform 
their duties iu a fitting manner. 
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K‘un Kang is not capable of endeavour- 
ing to understand the foreign question, and 
Chou Té-jun iuvariably submits a separate 
expression of opinion to Us on matters 
which the members of the Yamén should 
jointly consider, plainly showing thereby 
that he caunot be of one miud with his 
colleagues. 

Chang Yin-huan has repeatedly been 
denounced and does not inspire general 
confidence, while Ch‘én Lan-pin is 
gradually both in years and strength and 
is not equal to the duties of an onerous 
post. They ieed not therefore do duty 
im the Tsung-li Yamén, 

Yé6u Ching-ming displays in the conduct 
of public business the intelligence which is 
the outcome of experience and has long 
been recognised as a man of probity of 
heart. 

Iu abruptly introducing such epithets 
into a Memorial as ‘‘ obstinate,” ‘‘self- 
willed,” ‘‘persistent in misdoing,” and 
“impulsive,” Wu Heiin has undoubtedly 
made use of language beyond the bounds 
of what is proper. 

Let Our censure be conveyed to Wu 
Hain. 

(2) A Decree commuting the penalty of 
deprivation of three steps of commutative 
rank with removal to another post to which 
the Board have determined that Yén Haii, 
President of the Board of Ceremonies, is 
liable, to deprivation of rank with reten- 
tion at his post. 

(3) A Decree. Yang Ch‘ang-chiin reports 
that he is starting at the head of his army 
for Fuhkien, and begs that an officer may 
be sent to act as Governor-General of the 
Grain Transport. Let Sun Féng-hsiang 
proceed with despatch to act as Governor- 
General of the Grain Transport. 

(4) The Governor-General at Nanking re- 
ports that during the years 1881 and 1882 the 
sum of 11,824 strings of cash was expended 
in the purchase of locusts from the people. 
The system of buying locusts with the 
object of securing their extirpation was 
organised eight years ago, when the fol- 
lowing scale of prices was lald down : 

Cash. 
For locusts in the grub stage per 

Catty c.ccseree eccccesseccsvescesesesessesOO 
For locusts that had emerged from 

the ground .......ccsessseseessseeeeeelO to 20 
For locusts that had wings and could 

fly from the ground......... seseeseee By, 10 
The price per catty for winged locusts was 
afterwards fixed at 5 cash per catty, and 
for grubs in the ground at 60 cash per catty, 
soldiers being given only 40 cash per catty. 
The expenditure for the years under re- 


128 


view was, however, based on lower rates 
than the above. 

September 5th.—The Literary Chancellor 
of Shantung, in the absence of the Gov- 
ernor at Chefoo, reports that an extraor- 
dinary rise in the waters of the Yellow River 
in the month of July caused the embank- 
ments in the Ch‘i-tung District to carry 
away in several places, the largest breaches 
being as much as 800 feet in width. 
There were several feet of water in the 
District town itself, and the floods ex- 
tended to the neighbouring country. The 
people’s embankment at Li-chin Hsien 
also carried away, aud this was followed 
by breaches in the embankment in the 
Li-ch‘eng District. Half the villages in 
the Ch‘i-tung District, which has suffered 
most, are under water, and there has been 
some loss of life. Funds have been ordered 
to be raised and sent by the hand of special 
agents for distribution amongst for the suf- 
ferers, but the Memorialist doubts whether 
the relief funds will be sufficient to meet the 
exigencies of the case, and he is afraid that 
it will not be possible to repair the breaches 
with any promptitude as this is the rainy 
season and the river is high. 

September 6th.—({1) A Postscript Memo- 
rial from Chang Shu-shéng. The increased 
attention which is being paid to the coast 
and other defences of Kuangtung renders 
rapidity of communication a matter of im- 
portance, and it became very necessary to 
establish additional post stations along the 
waterways of the provinces to expedite the 
transmission of correspondence, The 
North liver is the highway to the metro- 
polia, and there is a constant stream of de- 
spatches forwarded under express warrants 
from the Board of War passing along this 
route. The Hast and West Rivers afford 
communication with the Prefectures of Hui- 
chow, Ch‘ao-chou, Kao-chou, Lien-chou 
and Ch‘iung-chou, while the north western 
route leads to Wu-chou in Kuangsi, to 
which place the transmission of military 
despatches, which are now very numerous, 
is of special importance. The Memorialist 
accordingly instructed the Military Organisa- 
tion Committee to despatch officers to the 
various Prefectures concerned to consider 
with the authorities in what way they 
could establish additional courier stations 
along these waterways in order to facilitate 
the rapid and safe transmission of import- 
ant correspondence. These officers have 
now sent in their reports announcing the 
establishment of additional stations at the 
points where they are required, and as the in- 
creaged expenditure entailed by the provision 
of fast boats and couriers for the convey- 
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ance of military despatches should properly 
be defrayed out of the military organisation 
fund, orders have been given for returus 
of expenditure incurred under this heading! 
to be sent in to the office that controls 
the disposal of this fund for settlement.— 
Rescript: Let the Board concerned take 
note, : 

September 7th.—No documents of im- 
portance. 

September 8th.—(1) A Decree has been 
reverently received from Her Majesty the 
Empress Dowager to the following effect :— 

The Censor Wu Hsiin having recently 
accused Yén Ching-ming of perverseness, 
obstinacy and other bad qualities, the| 
Court, in view of the fact that the character; 
of a member of the Grand Council was; 
assailed by this representation, directed: 
Prince Ch‘un to draw up a Decree for 
publication, in terms that were verbally 
communicated to him, and to state that} 
any repetition of proposals that indemnity | 
should be paid would result in the person : 
advancing such proposals being handed | 
over to the Board of Punishments for cor- 
rection, The Censor in question has, 
however, misapprehended the meaning of; 
this Decree, and has this day presented a: 
second Memorial in which he states that 
the members of the Grand Council have: 
drawn up the Decree in terms that are, 
indicate neither one course nor the other, : 
and he fears that it will form a basis for 
future proposals for peace and payment :f, 
indemnity. His arguments are faulty and. 
misleading aud he euvelops his accusations ; 
in language which approaches the abstruse. 
His representations need not be taken int 
consideration. ; 

(2) Lin Shou-t‘u, cashiered Judge of 
Shansi, is given a button of the fourth , 
grade and appointed high officer in coum- 
mand of the Fuhkien train-bands. \ 

(3) A Decree announcing the receipt of 
further reports from the Governor of; 
Ch‘ahar stating that a contingent of the, 
Jeh-ho rebels who were recently defeated | 
at Yii Pao-tzii in Mongolia have been cap- ! 
tured and beheaded. Orders are repeated : 
for the capture of the whole band. 

(4) The Grand Secretary Tso Taung: ; 
t‘ang is given the title of Imperial High: 
Commissioner and ordered to assume the: 
direction of military operations in Fub-. 
kien. Mu-t‘u-shan, the Tartar General, ' 
and Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Director-General 
of Grain Transport, are to act as his ase: ; 
ciates, and Chang P‘ei-lun is to assist them ; 
in their work, being also appointed Actin: ; 
Director of the Fouchow Arsenal. Ho Ju 
chang, the Director, is ordered to Pekivg. 
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(5) Chang Shu-shéng reports that he 
has handed over charge of the duties of 
Governor-General at Canton, and will in 
future employ a wooden seal for his official 
documents and correspondence upon which 
the following incription is cut: ‘‘ Imperial 
Commissioner for Kuangtung Defences.” 

(6) Chang Chih-tuny, Governor of Shan- 
siand Acting Governor-General at Canton, 
reports that he took over the duties of the 
latter post on the 15th of the ‘‘ present” 
moon (7 July 8th). 

September 9th.—(1) A Decree referring 
to the Board for consideration a suggestion 
from a Censor that the whole of the tribute 
tice for the north should, as formerly, be 
tent by the Grand Canal, and prayins that 
this waterway may be cleared aud the 
sluices repaired in such wise as to render 
it properly navigable. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kiangai reporting an immense destruction 
of life and property in several districts of 
that province in the latter end of July. 
The rain came down in such torrents in the 
provincial capital of the 22ud, 23rd and 
24th of July, that the Memorialist was 
afraid that he would shortly hear of dis- 
asters in different portions of the province. 
These fears were shortly realised. ‘The 
Prefect of Jao-chow Fu reported that heavy 
tain had fallen on the three days above 
named, and, in consequence of a sudden 
descent of mountain waters iu the Ch‘i-wen 
District in Anhui, a mass of wreckage caine 
tshing down with the stream in which 
budies, houses, timber, swine and cattle 
Were mixed up in confusion, while the cries 
of the liviny for succ our as they floated by 
Were indescribably heart-rending. The 
prefect went to the rescue with the local 
authorities, civil aud military, and, with 
the aid of some of the Yangtze guoboats, 
they succeeded in picking up three hundred 
sud more cofting, and over ahundred bodies, 
while several score of people of both sexes 
Were rescued from death Prompt measures 
Were tacen to supply them with food. 
Worse accounts subsequently came in from 
Fuliang Hsien. On tne 24th July the river 
niddenly rose over ten feet, and entering 
the town flooded it to a depth of several 
tens of feet, and carried away the wall in 

many places, destroying six of the flanking 
lowers on the walls, a Major's Yamén with 
the munitions of war that were stured there 
tad all his archives and arms, be«ides 
Washing away over two hundred houses 
i the north-east subueb of the town, 
whereby some dozen people were drowned. 
Numbers were rescued by boats, thanks 


to the activity of the Magistrate of the | 
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District in which the town lies. The 
villages in the northern part of the District 
adjoining the Ch‘ mén District in Anhui 
suffered very badly, and large damaye was 
done to lifeand property, but those in the 
south-east and west escaped better, In 
Ching-té Chén (Kin-té Chén) there was a 
varying depth of from a score to over 100 
feet (sic) and several thousand houses were 
washed away, while the loss of life must 
also be reckoned by thousands. Numbers 
were rescued by the exertions of the 
authorities and gentry, and over 3U0 dead 
bodies were picked up by them and buried. 
The potters whose losses were compara- 
tively slight were told to continue at their 
work in order to reduce the number of 
applicants for relief. ‘I'he Imperial pot- 
teries stand on the highest ground, and even 
in these there is over a foot of water. The 
number of people who have been reudered 
destitute by this disaster is reckoned at 
several thousand, aud steps are being taken 
to afford them liberal assistance. In the 
Yii-ch‘ien, Poyang and Lo-p‘ing Districts 
the crops were flooded in the low-lying 
lands, but uo loss of life occurred.—For 
decree see Gazette of Angust 27th. 

September 10th.—(1) A Decree announ- 
cing the complete pacitication of the Jeh- 
ho region by the capture of the leaders of 
the remnant of the insurgents and the dis- 
persal of their adherents, ‘The Decree con- 
cludes with a list of rewards to be bestuwed 
upon the ofticers who have distinguished 
themselves in the numerous engagements 
that have taken place, and orders active 
measures to be taken for the capture of 
several prominent members of the insur- 
rectionary bands who are still at large. 

(2) A Decree taking a member of the 
Hau tin Yuun to task for his presumption 
in suggesting that a Prefect who has 
been directed tu place himself under the 
orders of the high authorities of Fubkien 
should be instructed to raise a contingent 
of irregulars and take them with him. 

(3) A Memorial from the Seventh Prince 
calung Her Majesty’s attention to the tone 
vf the Memorial presented by Yén Hoii in 
which he denounces the Grand Secretary 
Tso ‘Tsung-t‘ang for his want of decorum 
in neglecting tu prostrate himself on the 
occasion of the ceremonial observed in 
honour of the Emperor’s natal day. Upon 
the issue of the Memorials on the preced- 
ing day for perusal the Prince was struck 
by the tone of Yeu Hesii’s representation, 
which was couched in improper and ex- 
travavant language, and contained a wilful 
misrepresentation of facts. Her Majesty 
is enabled in the course of Her administra- 
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tion as Regent to form a correct estimate 
of the conduct and motives of the states- 
men that form Her Court, and would 
naturally not be swayed by irrespousi- 
ble opinion or suggestions; but there is 
reason to fear that when His Majesty 
assumes personal direction of the Gov- 
ernment of the Empire, He may not be 
so capable of acquiring a thorough know- 
ledge of the statesmen around him, and if 
- this practice is allowed to become general, 
abuses will inevitably result therefrom. 
The Prince goes on to say thatin the reign 
of the late Emperor, he submitted a certain 
code of new regulations for providing for 
the periodical attendance of the officers of 
the Imperial Clan Court, and although his 
rules were accepted His Majesty rebuked 
him for the employment of inappropriate 
language. The carelessness of which Yéu 
Haiti, President of the Board of Ceremonies, 
has now been guilty is greater than that 
of the Memorialist on the occasion to 
which he refers. For decree see Gazette 
of 27th August and 4th September. 

(4) A Memorial from Yéu Heit denounc- 
ing Tso Tsung-t‘any for setting all pro- 
priety at defiance by refraining from pro- 
strating himself on the occasion of the 
ceremonies observed on His Majesty’s 
Birthday. On the occasion in question 
all the high officers at Court duly pro- 
strated themselves as their turn for 
doing so came, the only exception being 
the Grand Secretary T'so Taung-t‘ang, who, 
although his position placed him in the 
first rank of civil officers, did not do obeis- 
ance when his turn came round. When 
the officers of the Court of State Cere- 
monial led the files of officials forward to 
to perform obeisance, the Grand Secretary 
strode out of the Oh‘ien Ch‘ing Gate to 
the great amazement of all beholders. ‘The 
Memorialist is humbly of opinion that 
when the Court honours one of its high 
officers by the bestowal of high rank 
and large emoluments, giving patents of 
nobility to his ancestors and titles to his 
descendants, it behoves such an officer to 
ask himself what return he can make for 
the honours and favours thus bestowed 
upon him. The least he can do is to take 
the opportunity afforded him on occasions 
of congratulatory ceremonial, when bless- 
ings are invoked, to kneel down in homage 
as a slight manifestation of reverence and 
love. This is a matter of conscience, the 
propriety of which is recognised by all 
alike. ‘I'so Tsung-t‘ang, the recipient of 
the Imperial bounty in no ordinary degree, 
who was dependent on the majesty and pros- 
perity of the Empire and the aid afforded 
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him by the various provinces for the tri- 


fling successes he has by sheer good luck ; 
been able to achieve, has been more than | 


ordinarily honoured by the bestowal of a 
title of the second order in the ranks of 
hereditary nobility, while as he did not com- 
mence his official career as a literary graduate 
of the first class he has been treated with 
gieat liberality in being advanced to the 
position of Grand Secretary.* While hold- 
ing the post of Governor General of the 
Two Kiang provinces his administration 
was marked by errors and persistence in 
the perpetration of his mistakes. His 
representations to the Throne were arrv- 
gant and boastful, and for the last years he 
has been the object of constant criticiam 
and censure. So great is the Imperial 
mercy, however, that allowance has been 
made for all his shortcomings, thus carrying 
toleration to the utinost limits that it can go. 
Outhis last occasion of his visiting the capital 
his mental energies have begun to fail and 
his remarks are very wide of the truth, 
His Majesty, in pitiful compassior for his 
failings none the less continued to shower 
honours upon him, and gave him leisure 
from official work. These bounties, high as 
Heaven and substantial as earth, were 
bestowed upon him simply as a reward for 
his services, while his faults were condoned, 


and were he to sacritice himself entirely on ! 


the altar of gratitude he could never repay 


one ten thousandth part of the obligations | 
In spite of this, he : 


under which he lies. 
treads on sacred yround without the slightest 
particle of reverential feeling, and com- 
ports himself with a leisurely air of senile 
independence which it is his wont to as- 
sume, just as if laws and observances were 
never made for him. If it be pleaded in his 
favour that he is in failing health and is 
incapable of going through the ceremoniai 
required of him, why, it may be asked, did 
he not ask for leave to absent himsell, 
instexd of insisting on being present ou 
sacred ground where he threw the ranks 
into confusion, did violence to propriety, 
and showed in gratitude for the [mperial 
bounty, than which what can be worse! 
Instances of the display of arrogance by 
traitorous and powerful officers who have 
done meritorious service are not unknown 
in ancient history, but the relations of the 
Sovereign and his Ministers during the 
present dynasty have been characterised 
by rigid observance of propriety and_per- 
fect accord of feeling, and never before 








* Tso Tanng-t‘ang is the second instance only in the 
present dynasty of au official who had not taken bs 
chin shih degree being advanced to the rank of Graud 
Secretary, 
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has there been any conduct of the kind 
alluded to. Unless this cunduct be now 
marked by the infliction of a severe 
penalty, there is every reason to fear 
that the habit will grow and that the 
example now set will be emulated by 
others, and the canons, rules and cus- 
tums of three centuries will gradually be 
undermined and fall into decay by the 
action of one man, ‘l’su Tsung-t‘ang. Would 
not this be a lamentable result? As no 
Censor is appointed for the scrutiny 
of the ceremanial that is observed in the 
Palace, and the Memorialist is charged 
with the conduct of ceremonial observances, 
he dare not refrain from breaking silence 
on a matter of which he was an eye 
witness, In laying a true statement 
of facts before His Majesty he humbly 
prays that the Grand Secretary ‘I'so ‘'sung- 
tang may be committed to the Board for 
the determination of a severe fourm of 
penalty. 

September 11th.—The Governor of Kuang- 
sireports the erection by public subscrip- 
tion of a temple to the memory of ‘I's‘ang 
Heieh, the reputed inventor of the art of 
writing in the mythical period of anti- 
quity, and requests that it may be placed 
on the list of temples at which the local 
authorities are to offer worship twice a 
year. Referred to the Board of Ceremonies. 

September 12th.—(1) The Governor- 
General of Szechuen reports the occurrence 
of & number of fires in varivus places in 
his jurisdiction attended with loss of life. 
Ou the 14th of January a fire broke out in 
a place called Wen-an Ch‘ang in Chien 
Chou, when forty-seven houses were burnt. 
Ou the 23rd of April a fire broke out at a 
place called Sha-p‘ing-ch‘ang in the Ya-an 
District when 47 houses were burnt, and 
another fire occurred on the 12th of June 
in one of the main streets of Ya-chuw Fu 
When 511 houses and shops were destroyed. 
On the 21st of April 126 houses were de- 
stroyed by fire in a place in the Department 
of Ho-chow, and ou the 23rd of May 103 
houses were burnt down in the Chien-wei 
District. In the ‘ing-yuan District a fire 
broke out on the 22nd of May, when 80 
honses were destroyed and two women 
burnt to death. Hires also occurred in the 
following places : 

The Hain-chin District, with a loss of 
80 houses. 

The Féug-tu District, with a loss of 77 
houses and one man burnt to death ; 

In Kuang-an Chou, with a loss of 64 
onses, 

Local subscriptions have been raised for 
the relief of the sufferers in the above con- 
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flagrations, but as he has reason to believe 
that the contributions thus collected will 
not be sufficient to meet the distress, the 
Memorialist has ordered grants of money 
to be supplied from the different likin col- 
lectorates at the places concerned to aid in 
the relief of the sufferers. 

(2) A Memorial from Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian, 
Acting Governor General at Nanking, 
praying His Majesty to allow him to 

‘defer for the time being compliance 
with the arrangement made by the Board 
that a discount shall be levied on all pay- 
ments on military account. By an arrange- 
ment made by the Board, all payments on 
military account were to be subjected to a 
discount in lieu of the ‘‘ maintenance 
money” that used to be claimed by the 
Boards as a fee for passing these accounts, 
and in accordance with this arrangement, 
the Kiangsu Military Organisation Olttice 
reported to the Memorialist that they 
proposed to levy a discount of one per cent 
on the pay of all oflicers above the rank of 
Shao-kuan, or Lieutenants in command of 
the patrols into which ying, or battalions, 
are divided. All wages for porterage labour 
and so forth were to be subjected to the 
same rate of discount, which discount was 
to be sent to Peking in lieu of ‘ mainten- 
ance money.” The Memorialist had given 
orders that payments should be subject to 
thediscount proposed, but on visiting Shang- 
hai on the 25th July the civil and military 
officers to whom he accorded interviews were 
unanimous in their disapproval of any dis- 
count being taken off payments on military 
account, They represented that decree 
after decree had been received directing 
energetic preparations to be made fur de- 
fence, and that an Lmperial manifesto must 
shortly appear announcing the punishment 
that would be inflicted as an act of reprisal, 
so that the condition of aff.irs in the pre- 
sent was very different from that in the past, 
A state of war would shortly prevail alung 
the goast and river, and success was entire- 
ly dependent upon the co-operative energy 
of the civil and military execution. The 
salaries and grants for expenditure allowed 
to the naval and military commanders were 
barely sufficient even in the case of men 
who carried out their duty with strict 
conacientiousness, and in previous times of 
war no discount had ever been levied. The 
stimulus of sufficient pay.and rewards was 
essential to the fostering of a spirit of 
bravery sufficient to that the induce men 
face death by placing themselves in the 
van of battle, aud the discounting of salaries 
and payments in order tu provide main- 
tenance money for the vflicers of the Buards 





was not the way to stimulate the courage 
of the officers and men who were called 
upon to fight. The levy of a discount on 
on the wages of supernumeraries aud camp 
followers, whose pay was ouly three taels 
per mensem, was still more out of the ques- 
tion ; for, apart from other considerations, 
the officers would certainly be credited by 
the men with appropriating this discount, 
and the latter would be animated by a 
feeling of wrong done to them, the exist- 
ence of which was most undesirable. The 
Memorialist has now after careful consi- 
deration directed the pay offices to defer for 
the time being the levy of discounts in the 
manner above described, and he humbly 
hopes that His Majesty will be pleased to 
sanction the arrangement.—Rescript: Let 
it be as proposed. 

September 13th.—(1) A Decree express- 
ing the Imperial regrets at the death of 
Pao Yuan-shén, fermerly Governor of 
Shansi, who was allowed to retire some 
time since on the ground of ill-health. 
The posthumous honours allotted to the 
Governor of a Province are to be bestowed 
upon him, and all official penalties recorded 
against him are tu be concelled. 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a report from P‘an Ting-hsin, Governor 
of Kuangsi, who in obedience to command 
has ascertained the details of the capture 
of Bacninh, and submits a list of the 
penalties he proposes should be inflicted 
on the officers responsible for the loss 
of that stronghold. On the 8th and 
12th of March last, the French went up 


the Fu-lang river (FK iL) and, landing 
from their boats, attacked the Imperial 
garrison, Ch‘én T'é-kuei being the first to 
suffer defeat and take to flight. ‘They next 
attacked Tz‘ti Shan (FED and a place at 


the mouth of the river known as the Hsin- 


ho Chiang (Big zu) where Huang Kuei- 
Jan and Chao Yao went out by different 
roads to meet them. After the troops under 
Ch‘én Chao-kang and Chou Ping-lin, had 
been defeated, Huang Kuei-lan, on the 
alarm being given, returned to the town 
(tof Tz‘t Shan) the gates of which had 
already been thrown open by the Annamese 
officials, who had fled. Huang Kuei-lan 
and Chao Yao at ouce proceeded towards 
Tai-yiian (4 )F) all the troops along the 
road to which place had also taken to flight. 
The want of energy displayed by the various 
commanders in defending themselves and 
opposing the advance of the enemy is de- 
serving of the deepest detestation. Huang 
Kuei-lan having already destroyed himself 
in dread of the punishment that awaited 
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him, his case need not be taken into con- 
sideration. The Taotai Chav Yao, already 
cashiered, and Ch‘én Chao-kang, Com- 
mander-in-Chief, alsocashiered, ought strict- 


ly speaking to be decapitated in the pre- } 


sence of the army ; but in consideration of 
the fact that when Bacninh was lost it was 
the Annamese officials who opened the gate 


and that the above olticers who had gone out ¢ 


to meet the enemy could not make goud 
their retreat, We consider that aslightaliow- 


ance may be made for them, and We com- |: 


mand that the penalty of decapitation be 
inflicted on Chao Yao and Ch‘éng Ciao- 
kang after incarceration, the senteuce being 
carried out after the autumn revision vf 
the condemned lists, in place of the sent- 
ence of banishment to the Amur with hard 
labour which is proposed by P‘an ‘Ting- 
hain. They will at once be sent to the 
Board of Punishments, for custody. 

The Decree goes on to sentence other 
officers to penalties of a severer kiud than 
those suggested by the Governor, two ofti- 
cers being coudemned to banishment to 
the Amur, five to service on the military 
post roads, and thirteen to dismissal from 
the public service. In conclusion the Go- 
vernor is taken severely to task for the 
leniency of the penalties he suggests. 

(3) A Memorial from a Censor drawing 
attention to the extortions that are prac- 
tised by the underlings of the collectors of 
live-stock duty in Peking. It appears 
from his Memorial that purchasers of 
animale, whether mules or horses, have to 
report such purchases at the office fur the 
collection of duty on live-stock, giving a 
description of the colour and breed of the 
animal or animals, whether mules or horses, 
which are inspected, and duty is paid upon 
them. A certificate is then given to the 
owner of the animal, which he has to pro- 
duce when the inspectors come to examine 
his stock twice a year. Any faults 
of description or numbers in excess of those 
reported render the owner liable to a fine 
varying from once the value of the animal 
to several tens of times its value. Of late 
years the customs officers and underlings 
have made a change of collectors a pretext 
for increasing the frequency of these visits 
of inspection to which the grain shops, who 
use many animals, are specially liable, and 
are persistent in their claims for fines in 
cases of discrepancy. ‘The increase of these 
domiciliary visits is in itself illegal, even if 
extortions were not indulged in, and it has 
come to the Memorialist’s ear that the 
magnitude of: these fines has been in- 
creased of late years and the money has 
been extorted by torture when not at once 
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forthcoming. Duty on old animals which 
‘have paid the tax several years previously 
. is often claimed on the pretext that the 
colour, which naturally changes with aye, 
dues not correspond with the description 
of the animal fur which a duty certificate 
was given, and fines of several hundred 
tiao are claimed. A refusal to pay the 
extortion is followed by a summons to the 
_ Customs Office where the owner is made to 
give up his duty certificate under some 
pretence or other, and it is destruyed by 
the underlings when the unfortunate man 
_has no proof to support his assertion that 
. duty has been paid. —For Decree see Gazette 
of Slat August. 
September 14th.—Fu K‘un, Comman- 
dant of the Gendarmerie, is appointed 
, Superintendent of the Peking Customs. 
September 15th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Grand Secretary ‘I'so requested parting in- 
structions on starting for Fulhkien, and had 
audience of leave. 
(1) A Decree in answer to a report from 
the Governor of Shéng-king to whom au 
application had been referred from certain 
Chinese at Féng-t‘ien, made to the Board of 
Revenue, for permission to cultivate cer- 
tain waste land in that province lying to 
the north of a town called Hai-lung Chéng. 
-The Governor reports that the land in 
question is situated within the limits of the 
.lmperial Hunting Reserves, and that the 
permission solicited should not be granted. 
‘he Decree expresses astonishment at the 
audacity of such a propusal, aud in 
directing the Governor to maintain the 
strict integrity of the Reserve from the 
intrusion of squatters, orders the Board to 
send any future applicants for permission 
to cultivate land therein to Fong-t‘ien for 
trial and punishment. 
(2) A Postscript Memorial from the 
Acting Governor of Shansi reporting the 
_ barbarous conduct of a District Magistrate 
who employed illegal torture in the 
examination of a prisuner brought before 
him. ‘The Magistrate, being under the 
impression that the prisoner in question 
Was a sorcerer and would use his diabolical 
_arts to make his escape, ordered the 
-mau’a eyes to be put out by rubbing lime 
into them, and severed the tendons of both 
his heels. ‘The Mewmorialist is of opinion 
that for an officer holding the position 
of a local authority to make use of illegal 
torture on the mere suspicion that a pri- 
suner under examination was a-practiser of 
diabolical arts, instead of trying him with- 
out any bias, is au act of perverse stupidity 
which ought to subject him to dismissal 
from the public service. He begs therefore 
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that the Magistrate in question may be 
dismissed preparatory to being placed on 
his trial.—Granted by Rescript. 

September 16th.— (1) The following ap- 
pointments are announced : 


Shéug Yi (4% 54) to be Libationer of 
the Imperial Academy. 


Yi Nien (FEF) 'o be Director of the 
Imperial Banqueting Court. 

(2) Ho Ching, Governor-General of Fuh- 
kien and Chékiang, is ordered to come 
to Peking and await other employment, 
Yang Ch‘ang-chiiu is appointed Governor 
General in nis instead, the Governor of 
Fubkien to act in the double capacity 
pending the arrival of that officer at 
Foochow. 

(3) Wu Yuan-ping is appointed Director- 
General of Grain Transport in the place 
of Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, but before pro- 
ceeding to his post he is to complete the 
survey of River works upon which he 
is at present engaged. 

September 17th.—(1) A Decree sanction- 
ing the proposal of the Governor of Shan- 
tung that a further issue of relief shall be | 
made to the sufferers in the Li-ch ‘ug and 
Ch‘i-ho Districts, which have again been 
visited with floods owing to the bursting uf 
both embankments of the Yellow River 
during the summer freshets. ‘Lhe Governor 
is further called upon tv consider the 
necessity of a winter distribution of relief 
later on. 

(2) The Governor of Féug-t‘ien and his 
colleague report that the usual summer 
patrol of the Corean frontier has been held - 
in conjunction with an official of the Corean- 
Government, who has given the customary 
certificate stating that all is quiet upon the 
frontier of the two countries, 

September 18th.—(Court Circular) By 
direction of the « ourt, the winter hat is to 
be substituted for the summer head dress 
upon the 11th of October. 

(Abstracts of Memorials) The Acting 
Governor of Auhui reports that Li Han- 
chang, formerly Governor-General of the 
Hu Kuang Provinces, has completed his 
period of mourning. —Rescript : Itis noted. 

(1) A Memoria! from the Buard of Civil 
Ottice reporting the penalty to which Yéu 
Haii, President of the Board of Ceremonies, 
has rendered himself liable by employment 
of coarse invectives in his denunciation of 
Tso ‘'sung-t‘ang. ‘The offence which the 
President has been guilty of comes under 
the category of grave improprieties commited 
in a private capacity, the penalty for which 
is deprivation of three steps of commuta- 
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tive rank with removal to another post.— 
For Decree see Gazette of September 18th. 

(2) A Memorial from the Board of War 
iu auswer tu a Decree calling for a further 
report upon the conduct of the officer of 
the Imperial Guard who was recently 
punished for the use of loud and abusive 
language in the Imperial precincts. The 
officer in question having complained that 
the decision come tu by the. Board was 
unjust, orders were given for further 
enquiries to be made, and in pursuance of 
these instructions the Board beg now to 
state that onthe appearauce of the Decree in 
auswer to the Memorial of the Censor call- 
ing His Majesty’s attention to the subject, 
Chiu Feng-ch‘ih, the officer in question, 
was summoned before the Chamberlain of 
the Guards, when he stated that on the day 
day in question he entered the Palace on 
official business and as he passed by the 
Ch‘ien Ch‘ing Gate he noticed a man squat- 
ting on his heels upon the terrace. He called 
to the manu to come down, but he had no 
altercation with him, nor did he even know 
what the man’s name was, A letter was 
subsequently received by the Chamberlain 
from the Board of Puuishments stating 
that one of their secretaries reported that 
on the 29th of June he was standing at 
the fuot of the terrace at the Ch‘ien 
Ch‘ing gate when he was insulted and 
cursed by the said officer of the. Guard, 
who declared that he had decided « certain 
case last year in an inequitable manner, 
The Chamberlain in his report observed 
that the officer would have been perfectly 
justified in remoustrating in a decorous 
manner, with the Secretary Hsiang Chi if 
he really was squatting on the terrace, and 
indeed, it would have been his duty to 
prevent the adoption of sucn an unseemly 
attitude in the Imperial precincts ; but 
as he had given evidence of the violence 
of his language on that occasion by the 
presentation of a remonstrance on the sub- 
ject, the Chamberlain considered that he 
had rendered himself liable to a penalty, 
and accordingly requested that the proper 
Board might be instructed to consider what 
form this penalty should take. In accord- 
auce with instructions thereupon issued 
the Board adjudged him to be liable to a 
penalty of deprivation of three steps of 
commutative rauk with removal to another 
post. He has protested against this deci- 
sion, and the Buard can only state iu reply 
that they adhere to the justice of the penalty 
previously suggested by them which was 
based on satisfactory evidence. As, how- 
ever, the officer in question will probably 
not be induced to acquiesce in the justice of 
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this sentence, which they now repeat, it is | 
suggested that a high officer should be - 
specially appuinted to go into the case once : 
more.—Granted by Decree earlier issued. | 
(See also Gazette of 5th July.) i 

September 19th.—(1) The- Governor of . 
Shénsi reports the occurrence of disastrous - 
fluods in various Districts in that province 
owing to the excessive rain that has fallen . 
pice the end of June. The following isa. 
ist of the places at which casualties have 
occurred :— 

Ch‘ang-an Hsien; 3,500 mow of land | 
submerged and 11 chiew of houses de: | 
stroyed. i 

Haien-yang Hsien ; 30 mow of land sub- | 
merged. 

Chon-chih Heaien ; 3,668 mow of land 
submerged, 

Wei-nan Heaien ; 10,000 mow of land 
submerged and over 100 chien of houses 
washed away, with a loss of over 50 lives. 
Hua-yin Hsien, a temple destroyed with 
the surrounding buildings, and three 
priests and a labourer drowned, besides 
some ten or more men and women who 
were worshipping at the time. 

Ch‘i-shan Hsien; 1,400 mow of land 
submerged. ‘ 
Nan-chéng Haien ; 1,803 mow of land 
covered with mud, and 1, 400 mow covered : 
with a deposit of hand, 50 chien of houses 
destroyed and #79 huts washed away, 9. 
people being drowned, { 

Ch‘éng-ku Haien ; 7,742 mow of land | 
either submerged or covered with a deponit | 
of sand, 281 huts washed away, and ae 
people drowned. 

Yang Haien ; 13,433 mow of land aut. | 
merge ', 860 chien of houses washed away, 
and 136 people drowned, F 

Shang Chow ; 2,500 mow submerged and | 
74 chien of hottees washed away, 

Lo-nan Haien, 130 chien of houses washed | ' 
awny and 28 people drowned. 
Orders have been given for relief to be 
«ffurded in proportion tu the requirements ! 
of exch District. ; 

September 20th.—(1) A Decree: Mu-t‘v- | 
shan and his colleaguds, with Chany P*ei- 
lun and Ho Ju-chang have, o e after the 
other, laid befure Us reports of the details 
of the attack on the Arsenal and the forts 
by the French ships and of theeng gement 
that took place between them and the 
Imperial troops, and have individually re- 
quested Us to consider the penalties to’ 
which they are liable and to punish them 
for their offences. ‘Taking advantage of a 
time when neyotiations for peace were ' 
going on atShanghai, the French insinusted : 
their ships into Fulikien waters aud tock 
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ip positions at Pagoda Anchorage and other 
laces. China, who hasalways attached great 
mportance tu the maintenance of sincerity 
nd good faith, did not expel them forth- 
tith, but the said nation none the less 
cretly harboured evil designs and diare- 
arded the requirements of honour and 
ectitude. On the 23rd of August, when 
lo Ching and his colleagues had just re- 
eived from the French Consul an official 
nnouncement of the opening of hostilities, 
he French ships at Pagoda Anchorage 
vok advantage of our being unprepared on 
osudden an emergency to defend ourselves 
nd commenced to open fire with their 
‘ans, Our troops made a united resis- 
ance against them, but the greater 
rt of the vessels of war and merchant 


hips were destroyed by the bombardment. 


\s the moment of supreme danger ap- 
woached, our troops gave battle with 
ucreased ardour and struck aud disabled 
hree vessels of the said uation, war-ships 
wd torpedo boats. 

On the 24th and following days the 
french troops made a desperate attack aud 
anded, whereupon Huang Ch‘ao-ch ‘ian, 
Yonmander-in-Chief, Fang Hesiin, Taotai, 
wd Lu Kuei-shan, First Captaiu, placed 
hemselves at the head of their forces and 
‘epulsed the foe, The French troops then 
ittacked Kuan-t‘ou, T‘ien-lo Wan and 
Min-an in the hope of being able to land 
ind occupy these places, but they were 
driven off by Chang Shih-hsing, ‘T's‘ai 
K'ang-yeh and Liu Knang-ming with the 
teoops under their command. 

Mu-t‘u-shan held Ch‘ang-wén and other 
laces, nnd with Brigadier General Chang 
Lé-shéng, Colonel Hung Yung-an, and 
Captain K‘ang Ch‘arg-ch‘ing acting under 
his ordera, placed hinself at the head of 
‘hia troopsand opposed the enemy’s advance, 
slarge number of whom were slain, two of 
their vessela being capsized by the fire 
directed against them. 

Aa the embrasures of the batteries faced 
outwards and the enemy attacked them 
from the inner side, the result was that 
they were buent. 

’ Ou the present occasion tlhe French were 
enabled to give vent to their crafty designs 
by reason of the fact that it was inexpedient 
to prevent the execution of their schemes 
or to attack them at a time when negotia- 
tions for peace were in progress, That the 
officers and men of the various garrisons 
should have been able, in the hurry and 
confusion of resistance, to have slain so 
‘many of the enemy and to have wounded 
their Commander-iu-Chief shows a united 
feeling of true devotion to the death which 
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eminently calls forth Our commendation 
and compassion. We command that the 
following rewards be conferred upon the 
officers mentioned below who drove the 
French troops back from the shore and 
gained astrateyical victory. 

Huang Ch‘ao-ch‘iin, Provincial Com- 
mander-in-Chief, will have his name sub- 
mitted to the Throne upon the occurrence 
of a vacancy, and We hereby bestow upon 
him the Yellow Riding Jacket. 

The Taotai Fang Hsiin will have his 
name submitted to Us upon a vacancy oc- 
curring and We hereby bestow upon him 
the title of baturu with the Manchu epithet 
tachun prefixed. 

The First Captain Lu Kuei-shan will be 
placed on the list of officers for priority of 
promvtion to the post of Major, and We 
hereby bestow upon him the tatle of buture 
with the epithet chieh uung prefixed. 

The Colonel Hung Yuuy-an, who struck 
and overturned the enemy’s buats and cap- 
tured some of their weapons, will have his 
name recorded for selection and appoint- 
ment to the post of Brigadier General, and 
We hereby bestow upon him the little of 
baturu with the Manchu epithet kéngséngé 
prefixed. 

We command Mu-t‘u-shan and Chang 
P‘ei-lun, as a preliminary step, to convey 
Our praise to the remainder of the officers, 
naval and military, who distinguished them- 
selves, and also to recommend them to the 
Throne for the bestowal of the most liberal 
rewards, awaiting Our orders with respect 
to the exercise of bounty towards them. 

The First Captain Sun Ssi-ching who 
fought with energy and was wounded, will 
be promoted to the rank of Major on a 
vacancy occurring. ‘The name of Kao 
T‘éng-yiin, who was killed in the engage- 
ment, with that of Sung Chin-yuan and 
Haien Yo-lin who were wounded, will be 
submitted to Us at the same time with the 
names of the other killed and wounded, 
when these have been ascertained, for the 
bestowal of rewards or posthumous marke 
of compassion as the case may be. 

We further command Mu-t‘u-shan and 
Chang P‘ei-lun to select the most desorving 
of the soldiers and irregulars for the receipt 
of donations ont of the funds from the 
Privy Purse previously provided for this 
purpose. ‘The families of the officers, petty 
otticers and irregulars who were killed will 
also receive donations upon due verification, 
care being taken that none be omitted. 

Ho Ching, Governor-General of Fulkien 
and Chekiany, has held this post for a 
considerable period and has displayed a 
great want of distributive capacity in pro- 
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viding for the requirements of defence 
on ordinary occasions, while on the 
approach of trouble he has failed to concert 
proper means of rescue. We command 
therefore that he be forthwith cashiered. 

Chang Chao-tung, Governor of Fuhkien, 
remained guarding the provincial capital 
with folded hands and did not develop a 
single idea. Let him be committed to the 
Board for the determination of-a severe 
form of penalty. 


The protection of the Arsenal was the 
special duty of Ho Ju-chang, Direetor of 
the Arsenal and Assistant Supervisor of 
the Imperial Supervisorate of Instruction, 
and yet at the vital moment when hostilities 
were in progress, he ‘suddenly returned to 
the provincial capital, thereby displaying 
undoubted cowardice and incapacity, [Let 
him be handed over to the Board for the 
determination of a severe form of penalty. 


Chang P‘ei-lun, Reader of the Han-lin 
Yuan, who had the rupreme direction of 
the naval contingent which was facing the 
foe in an attitude of expectancy, repeatedly 
requested permission while negotiations for 
peace were in pregress to assume the in- 
itiative, and when he did receive Our consent 
to engage the enemy he was unable to make 
govd his previous assertions. When the 
Court sent him reinforcements of troops he 
said that these reinforcements weresufficient, 
bat when precautions against immiuent em- 
ergencies were being taken at the provincial 
capital he displayed unavailing perturbation 
and had no settled opinions ; his arrange- 
ments were entirely uusystematic and he 
acted in an arrogant manner. He ought, asa 
matter of right, to be punished with extreme 
severity, but We take into consideration the 
energetic manner in which he held the 
Arsenal and his bravery in the execution of 
the duties imposed upon him, and as an act 
of extreme leniency We command that he be 
deprived of the brevet rank which he holds 
as the Director of a Minor Court of the 3rd 
grade, and, in addition, that he be com- 
mitted to the Board for the determination 
of a penalty, asa manifestation of the slight 
punishment that is meted out to him. 

The Tartar General Mu-t‘u-shan occupied 
Ch‘ang-men, and as he was assailed from 
above and below by the enemy’s ships 
he was unable to prevent them from 
getting out of the river. He nevertheless 
fought with energy and succeeded in 
striking the enemy’s vessels with his guns 
and killing their men. His merits and de- 
ficiencies may therefore be considered to 
counterbalance one another. and asa special 
Act of Grace We command that his conduct 
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is not to become the subject of considers 
tion. 

As regards the future defence of Fuhkien, 
We charge Mu-t‘u-shan, Yang Ch‘ang-chiin 


and Chang P‘vi-lun, pending the arrival of| 


Tso Tsung-t‘ang, cordially to co-operate in 
concerting the requisite measures, which 
must not fail to be such as will provide for 
every contingency and secure immunity 
from any mishaps which may be attributed 
to inattention, however slight. 

As regards the general question of coast 
defence, We emphatically charge all the 
provincial high ‘authorities concerned, in 
strict obedience to Our reported commands, 
to enjoin upon the various garrisons the 
necessity of being zealous in precautions 
and preparations, which the high authori- 
ties must themselves direct. ‘here must 
not be an approach even to a want of alten- 
tion to details, as this will entail punish- 
ment of a severe nature. 

(2) Hsti Kéng-shén (Minister of the 
Tsung-li Yamén) is appointed a member of 
the rand Council. (See Gazette of 14th 
April. 

(3) Téng Ch‘éng-hsiu, Director of the 
Court of State Ceremonial, is appointed a 
member of the Tsung-li Yamén. 

September Paar A Decree granting 
two months leave of absence to Wu Tiing- 
fén, Vice-Director of the Imperial Clan 
Court and formerly Minister of the Tsung. 
li Yamén, who has applied for permission 
to revisit his native place with the object 
of repairing the family cometery. 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a report from the Governor-General Li 
Hung-chang announcing the flooding of 
portions of the Tung-ming District adjoiu- 
ing the Yellow River, the embankments of 
which carried away. ‘he Governor-General 
is directed to ascertain whether the issue 
of relief is needed, and the acting Sub- 
prefect and General in command of the 
division stationed in the neighbourhood 
are temporarily cashiered, but retained at 
their posts with orders to show due pien- 
tence for their carelessness by doing their 
best to repair the disaster. The Mavistrate 
of the District and an expectant Prefect 
are deprived of their buttons as a warning 
to he more careful in future. 

September 22nd.—(1) The Governor of 
Shantung announces the receipt of a report 
from the Taotai of the Teng, Lai, Ch‘ing 


Circuit to theeftect thaton the 22nd and 23rd 
of August there was a very heavy fall of rain 


at Chefoo, accompanied by a strong gale f 
wind, which uprooted numbers of trees. 
There were five or six feet of water in the 
town of Yéu-t‘ai, causing houses to fall 
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down in considerable numbers and laying 
low the whole of the autumn crop. The 
gentry of the place were unanimous in 
asserting that such a storm had not been 
experienced for the past ten years and 
more. An inspection of the crops justified 
a hope that with fine weather some fifty to, 
aixty per cent. of a full crop might yet be 
gathered, and there was consolation in the 
fact that the area of devaatation was for- 
tunately small. From further reports from 
the commandant of the troops at Yén-t‘ai 
the Memorialist learns that there were four 
or five feet of water in certain of the can- 
tonmenta, Most of the walls and trenches 
were destroyed and every single tent was 
hlown down, seven men: beiny drowned, 
Ts. 1,500 have been issued for the prompt 
repair of the damage done to the canton- 
ments and the Tao-taj at Yéu-t‘ai has bean 
ordered to issue relief to the sufferers in 
proportion to the measure of their distress. 

(2) The Governor of Jeh-ho announces 
the completion of the repairs to the walls 
of the Imperial summer retreat at Jeh-ho 
which were damaged by last year’s floods, 
and the restoration of the aluices and clear- 
ing of the river-bed which had become 
choked from the same cause. The estimate 
for these repairs and river works was over 
Tis, 200,000, but owing to the care and 
attention exercised by the officers deputed 
to carry them oyt, a considerable saving 
upon the estimate has been effected. 
Accounts of expenditure will shortly he 
rendered, 

September 23rd.—(1 and 2) Decree con- 
ferring upon Li Hurg-chang the appoint- 
ment af Governor General of Chilli and 
Minister Superintendent of Foreign 'I'rade, 
and reinstating him in the post of Grand 
Secretary. 

(3) A Decree announcing the receipt of 
Her Majesty the Empress Duwager’s com- 
mands that reports shall be sent of the 
arrears of taxation due prior to the fifth 
year of the present reign with a yiew to 
their remission. : 

(4) A Decree ordering q secretary of the 
Lard of Revenye wha has volunteered for 
nilitary service to he sent to Canton and 
paced under the orders of Chang Chih- 
tung and P‘éng Yi lin, 

_ September 24th.—The only docqments of 
Niteregt in this day’s Gazette are a further 
series of reports from Shao Ch‘i, Governor 
f Jeh-ho, announcing the capture of more 
fugitives from the band of rebels which 
vere recently dispersed by the Government 
troops in the neighbourhood of the Imperial 
Nnuting Reserves, The details of this rising 
aud an account of the engagement have 
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been published in a Memorial issued in the 
Gucelte of August 23rd, 

September Zarh.—(1) A Decree from the 
Empress Dowager conferring the title of 
Imperial Duke of the third degree upon a 
son recently born to the Seventh Prince, 

(2) A Memorial from Hsii Shu-ming, 
Director of the Court of Sacrificial Wor- 
ship, advocating the resumption of the 
Grand Canal route for the carriage of the 
whole of the Peking tribute rice. He ig 
induced to submit this proposal for several 
reasons, In the first place, in consequence 
of the provocation of hostilities by the 
French rebels tha sea route may be inter- 
rupted, for as China cannot possibly con. 
sider terms of peace with them, they 
are sure to endeavour to make further 
reprisals even if they are defeated again 
and agiin. ‘The route from Soochow to 
Tientsin by sea necessitates a sea passage 
of some length, and as casualities have co 
be contemplated by the adoption of thig 
route it is absolutely imperative that the 
Canal route be resumed. For more than 
twenty years past 100,000 piculs have been 
annually canveyed to ‘lung Chow by thig 
route, but the amount is comparatively 
small. and any considerable increage of tha 
grain fleet which would be necessitated by 
the diversion of the whole of the tribute 
rice from Kiangsu and Chekiang to the 
Canal reute, would probably result in a 
block. Careful dredging and the repair of 
sluices on anextenaive scale, however, would 
render the Oanal perfectly available for the 
tranrpart of the whole of the grain. The 
present fleet of grain junks would of course 
have to be augmented, but these couid be 
hired under similar rules ta thoge by which 
the sea trausport is conducted. Certain 
objections will possibly be raised to 
the Memorialist’s proposal, It may be 
argued, for ingtance, that the cost of 
transport by sea is cheaper, but it should 
be borne in mind that when the sea route 
is abstructed foreign vessels will have to 
be hired for the transport of grain to ‘Tien- 
tain, and the large sums of maney thus 
expended will be distributed amonyst fur- 
eign merchants. The Memorialist would 
suggest that it would be better that Chinese 
merchants and subjects should benetit by. 
this expenditure. Others, again, may urge 
that it will be impossible to exercise 
proper control over a large number of 
chartered boata, but to this he would 
reply that the secret of success lies in 
the employment of capable individuals, 
To another possible objection that any 
large demand for boats would lead to an 
increase in the rate of freights, he would 


138 


reply that this is a contingency which need 
not be feared as there is already so much 
reasonable disgust on the part of the canal 
boat owners at the way in which they have 

. been robbed of their earnings by foreign 
steamers that there will be no lack of 
people ready to accept charters, while, even 
if there were a lack of buats, the deficiency 
could be made good by the construction of 
the number required at the different arse- 
nale, In conclusion the Memorialist re- 
quests that his proposal may be submitted 
to the consideration of the Board of Revenue, 
the Superintendent of the Peking Granaries 
and the Governors-General at Tientsin and 
Nanking. 

September 261h.—(1) A Decree acknow- 
ledying the receipt of a report from two 
High Commissioners sent to Kiangsi to 
investigate certain charges ayainst the 
Governor of Kiangsi brought by a Censor 
and a member of the Han-lin Yiian 
respectively. ‘he investigations of the 
High Commissioners lead to the discovery 
that the whole of the charges brought 
against the Governor are without founda- 
tion, but they have found in the course of 
their investigations that he sent in an 
incorrect report to the Throne of the 
circumstances connected with a distur- 
bance in a District under his jurisdiction, 
aud for the carelessness thus displayed he 
is committed tothe Board for the determina- 
tion of a penalty. Ina separate Decree, a 
prefect in the same province is ordered to 
receive a severe penalty for the employ- 
ment of unauthorised methods of torture 
in the course of a judicial investigation. 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipts 
of Memorials from Chany P‘ei-lun with 
reference to the organisation of the armies 
of defence in Fuhkien, denouncing certain 
officers for having suffered defeat, and sug- 
gesting the bestowal of posthumous re- 
wards upon others who were killed during 
the course of the recent engagement at 
Pagoda Anchorage. His Majesty recognises 
the importance of the general question of 
defence in Fuhkien, aud calls upon the 
Tartar-General and Chang P’‘ei-lun to ap- 
ply themselves with energy to the distribu- 
tion of their forces in the way they will be 
most serviceable, while Tso Tsung-t‘ang, 
Yang Ch‘ang-chiia, upon their arrival with 
the reinforcements they are bringing down, 
are to go into the whole matter with great 
care and make such arrangements as will 
guard against every contingency. The De- 
cree then goes on to pronounce sentence 
of dismissal from his post against a certain 
First Captain called Chang Ch‘éug, who 
fell into the enemy's snare at Pagoda 
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Auchorage, with the result that the whole 
furce lost courage. He is, however, to be 
retained with the troops for duty. The 
Decree concludes with a list of rewards to 
be bestowed upon various naval officers, 
who lost their lives during the action iu 
question. 

(3) The Grand Secretary Wén Yii is per-’ 
mitted to retire on the ground of ill-health, 

(4) Kuang Shou is appointed Comp- 
troller of the Office of the Imperial House- 
hold.- 

September 27th.—The only document of 
interest in this day’s Gazette is a Memorial 
from Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, in his capacity of 
Director General of Grain ‘I'ransport, de- 
tailing the preparations he has, made for 


defence in that portion of Kiang-pei region |. 


under his military jurisdiction. As he has 
already reported, a force of 500 infantry 
and a troop of cavalry 125 strong have 
recently been enlisted and posted at ‘I's‘ing- 
kiang under experienced commanders who 
are drilling them day and night. It has re- 
cently been represented to the Memorialiat 
by the gentry and people of Hai-chow, with 
some show of reason, that the trainband 
contingent is a very weak one, and al- 
though the maritime ports in the Kiang- 
pei region are comparatively far from the 
open sea, a feeling of disquietude exists 
in the minds of the people in which are 
to be found the elements of sedition and 
brigandage. The Memorialist being of 
opinion that it is urgently imperative to 
guard against contingencies of this nature, 
he has thought it advisable to send a couple 
of officers to inspect the various ports and 
ascertain what steps should be taken for 
their defence. Meanwhile he has stationed 
detachments of 200 men each at the follow- 
ing places :—Ch‘ing-k‘ou and Lin-hung 
K‘ou in Hai-chow, Kuan-ho K‘ou in Fu- 
ning Hsien, Hu-k‘ou in Shé-yang, and the 
port of Hsin-yang Chiang in Yén-ch‘éug 
Hsien, 

September 28th.—A Postscript Memo- 
rial from the Governor-General Tséng Kuo- 
ch‘tian, The Memorialist’s predecessor 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang ordered some time since 
through a foreign merchant of the name of 


Fock, belonging to the firm of Telye & Co., ' 
two swift cruisers to be constructed in a: 


German shipbuilding yard. These vessels, 
named the Naw Chén HR) and Nan 
Jui (7 $8) respectively, have arrived in 
China and the officers deputed by the Memo- 
rialist toinspect them report that the machi- 
nery is excellent and the guns of fine work- 
manships. The Memorialist thereupon iu- 
structed the Taotai at Shanghai to pay over 
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the balance of the balance of the money 
due upon the ships and their armaments, 
which sum he was to draw from the funds 
borrowed for the establishment of missions 
abroad. As both these vessels are fitted 
with engines of 2,840 horse power, which 
is 400 horse power more than that of the 
K‘ai Chi (BH) the largest fast cruiser in 
the fleet, the complement of 183 officers 
and men which is allutted by the regula- 


tions to this class of vessel is inadequate 


for the new ships, particularly at the pre- 
sent time. ‘I'he Memorialist accordingly 
proposes to commission them with a com- 
plement of 217 officers and men at a total 
monthly wage of ‘T'ls. 3,000 and upwards, 
with a portage allowance of ‘I'ls. 420. 
—Rescript : Let the Yamén concerned take 
note, 

September 29th.—A Decree: In conse- 
quence of the infringement of Treaty and 
breach of good faith of which the French 
were guilty some time since, and the hosti- 
lities which were commenced by them, 
We called upon the high officers in cum- 
mand of troops along the ceast, with 
the Governors General and Governors 
concerned, to combine in a united at- 
tack upon the French troops with their 
armies of defence, ordering them to con- 
tinue as heretofore to extend their pro- 
tection in an equal degree to the mer- 
chants and subjects of every nationality; 
even French ofticiala, merchants, mis- 
sionaries and citizens who pursued their 
avocations in an orderly manner being in- 
cluded in the category of those entiled to 
protection. The Court was guided in the 
dignified line of action thus assumed by 
no other considerations than sincerity in 
the treatment [of the subjects of other 
Powers. ] 

It has lately come to our knowledge that 
the Governor General, Governor and outliers 
at Canton have issued a proclamation call- 
ing upon the inhabitants of the sea coast 
to show their loyalty and patriotiem by 
piloting French ships upon the sea into 
shallow waters where they will take the 
ground, and placing poison in the food [of 
the French]. They further extended tunis 
mandate to Chinese in Singapore, Penang 
and other places. 

In posting such proclamations on Chinese 
soil, the Guvernor-General, Governor, and 
those associated with them were animated 
by a desire to arouse a strong feeling of 
patriotism in the hearts of Chinese sub- 
ject. There was nothing objectionable 
im such a course, but the employment of 
such expressions as “ the placing of puison 
iu food” is a departure from uprightuess 
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and dignity, while the reference to Singa- 
pore, Penang and other places which are 
not under Our jurisdiction is likely when 
it becomes noised abroad tu be misinter- 
preted and to be distorted in process of 
transmission from oue to another, possibly 
giving rise to trouble. 

As this reference is not in accordance 
with the spirit of Our Decree of August 
26th We hereby command that Our censure 
be conveyed to P‘ény Yii-lin, Chang Chit- 
tung, Chang Shu-shéng and Ni Wéu-wei. 

The French have bruken their compact 
and have acted in an unprincipled manner, 
and all our Chinese subjects are naturally 
capable, with that unity of purpose which 
will overc me any obstacle, to make com- 
mon cause against the enemy of their 
sovereign ; and it is for this very reason 
that it is unnecessary to depend upon under- 
hand devices or treacherous scuemes which 
prejudice the object of China in moving 
her armies in support of a righteous cause, 

As regards Chinese dwelling in the 
islands of the outer seas, We command 
them to refrain from concerning themselves 
with hostilities, that mistakes aud Gompli- 
cations may be avoided. 

(2) The Governor of Anhui reports that 
news reaches him from Ch‘i-méu Haien 
in the Hui-chow prefecture that the Dis- 
trict town was flooded on the 24th July in 
consequence of heavy rain that fell on the 
preceding day. There were over ten feet 
of water in the lower parts of the town, and 
in the maygistrate’s Yamén, which stands on 
high ground, ‘there were five or six feet of 


water. The mountain torrents which 
caused this flood fortunately descended 
in the day time, so no lives were 


lost, but immense damage has been 
done to the walls and public buildings 
and the majority of the shops and dwelling 
houses c-llapsed under the action of the 
water. At a place to the west of the town 
the people were not so fortunate, more 
than 200 persuns having been drowned, and 
the greater portion of the crops submerged, 
Otticers have been sent to see what damage 
has been done in different places, and to 
supply the wants of the sufferers, 


September 30th.—A Decree expressing 
the Imperial rezrets at the death of Kuang 
Shou, Pregident of the Board of Civil Office 
and Comptroller of the Imperial Household, 
The posthumous honours allotted to Junior 
Guardians of the Heir Apparent are to be 
bestowed upon him, # Tlv pallis to be given 
for his body, ten officers of the Guard 
under command -of a Beileh are to offer 
a libation befdwe his coffin, and Tis, 1,000 
are to contributed from the Privy Purse 
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towards the funeral expenses, the son of 
the deceased being given the rank of 
Secretary of a Buard, and ordered to be 
appointed to oue of the departments to 
learn the duties of the office as soun as 
he shall have attained the proper age. 

October Lst.—No dvctiments of impor- 
tance, 


October 2nd.—(1) The following transfers 
and promotions are announced 5— 

Eu Chéng tu be President of the Board 
of Civil Ottice. 

Hai Chéu to be President of the Board 
of Punishments and Lieutenant General 
of the Bordered Yellow Hun hit Banner 
Corps. 

Kuei Jun to be President of the Court of 
Censors, 

Fu Kun and Yo Nien to be Comptrollers 
of the Ottice of the Lmperial Household. 

(2) Memorial from the Govertor of 
Kuangsi reporting details of the loss of 
Bacninh, which is already published in the 
North-China Herald of 8th Oct. 

October 3rd.—(1) A Decree acknowled- 
ing tly receipt of a report from the 
Superintendents of the Peking Granaries 
upon the state of the Lu Mi Tsang, one of 
these establishments, the doors of which a 
certain Cens-r had declared were never 
shut or locked and the issue of grain there= 
frou. ouly reported after it had been given 
out, The Stiperintendents find that there 
is a crack in the dour of the granary in 
question, the existeuce vf which had not 
been reported by the officer in charge 
Motil after it had been discovered by the 
Censor, ‘They further state that a list 
of the ‘clerks and issuing ageuts on duty 
is daily reported, Lut wut sent in before the 
issue of grain is ‘commenced, which is a 
neglect of duty for which the supervising 
Otlicer is reponsible, and they request that 
the Board may be talled upon to inflict a 
penalty upon him. Orders in this sense 
are given to the Board, and Superintendents 
are called upon tu consider the best means to 
be taken for measuring the graiu that is 


issued and keeping an account of the 


amount given out, . 

(2) Li Té-0, Judge of Ytiunan, is per- 
mitted to vacate his post on the ground 
of ill-health, and Shih Nieu-teu (3 4h) 
is appointed to the vacant post. 

(3) Sha-k’0-tu-lin-cha-pa is appointed 
Miluary Assistant Governor commanding 
at K‘obdo, 

(4) Sung-kuei is appointed Senior Vice- 
President of the Board of Civil office, and 
Hasi Junior Vice-President of the same 
Duard, Ch‘ing Au beirg promoted to the 
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vacaut Vice-Presidentship of the Buard vi | 
Works. | 

(4) Iu a Postscript Memorial the Gov- | 
ernor of Kuangsi reports the particulars of | 
the suicide of Huang Kuei-lan, ex-Com- | 
mander-in-Chief, who was cashiered for his / 
failure tu. withstand the French advance ou 
the occasion of their attack on Bacuiuh, | 
After the engayement of the 12th March, 
Huang Kuei-lan returned to Ch‘ang Cli‘ing, 
which he reached on the 20chav full ofshame | 
and mortitication that he shut himeelf up 
on the plea of sickugss and refused to stir 
out of duors, Heti Yéu-heii having written 
to hint to come vn to Langson tu hoélda 
Council of War, he eventually did sv, 
reaching Langson on the 27th March. Qu | 
the Sih of April Chao Wo arrived at Lang- | 
sen and consultations were being held with 
Hsii Yen-lsii as to the best distribution | 
that could be made of the troops, when, 
without a word of warning, Huang Kuei- 
lau committed suicide on the 11th of April 
by swallowing puisun. Huang Kuei-lan 
was originally a colimander under biu 
Jung-fu, and had gained éonsiderable dis- 
tincuion for gallantry in »umerous en- 
gagementS at which he was present. | 
He was subsequently attached to the | 
Kuangsi division, and served with diligence 
in that division outside the frontier fur six 
years 5 but he was unable tu cope with the 
abuses that had sprung up it consequence 
of the diminished pay that the Kuangsi 
troops were obliged tu content themoelves 
with, or to enforce proper discipline. He - 
discovered the error of his ways with shame 
and wortification at the engagement of | 
Bacuinh, and, as private papers left behind : 
him show, he felt most keenly the disgrace : 
of defeat and the lows of lis reputation. 
Martial law could not of course condone | 
such a defeat, and he waa naturally in dread / 
of the punishment that awaited him, but | 
in committing suicide as a recognition vi 
the want of resolution which was his bane 
throngh life, he shuwed that though he . 
could not sell his life in the strayyle of war 
he had no wish to escape the penalties , 
which the law might assigu to him for his 
failure to'du so The Memorialist in dook- 
ing at the man’s case from au Quprejudiced 
point of view feels that, while he cannot 
acquit him of actual crime, he can none the 
less withhold from him a certain. méed of 
praise. It is for His Majesty tu determine : 
whether this couclusion is or is not a Fight 
one, 

October 4th.—(1) A Memorial from 
Yang Ch‘ang-chiiu, Assistant Director vi 
Military Operatious in Fuhkien, announ- : 
cing his departure with reiuforceinents fur 
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hat provinces, Qu the 2ud of September an 
anperial Decree was telegraphed to him in 
the following words 7— 

“Yang Chtang-chiia telegraphs to say 
hat he proposes to transfer troops from 
Ciang-ning and Chékiang. We command 
(sug Kuo-ch*iian to detach four of the 
vattalions that have arrived from the north 
or service under Yang Ch‘ang-chiiny who 
s also atthorised to select levies from the 
egiments that the high authorities of Ha- 
wi, Hanan and Kiangsi were previously 
ommauded by Us to enrol.” 

Ou the Sth of September the Minister Su- 
wrintendeut of fureigu Trade telegraphed 
vo the Meinorialist the substance of a 
Decree he had received approving of the 
rrangements for the relief of PFukien 
vhich had been submitted to His Majesty 
vy the Memorialist, who was called upon 
wo report by telegraph the line of route he 
yroposed to take. Ayain, on the 8th of 
September, the Minister Saperintendent of 
rade telegraphed to say that he had 
ecuived a Decree attthorising the supply of 
Ils, 80,000 tu the Memorialist from the 
duai-an ‘Treasury for the expeuses of his 
uarch, and he has now received a tele- 
tram informing him of his appointment 
w Assistant Directur of military opera- 
ions in Fahkien in association with Lso 
leung-t‘ang aud Mu-t‘u-shan, an honour 


or which he is inexpressibly grateful. ” 


During the last few days lr has received 
slegrams from Fukien stating that the 
freuch slrips are still anchored outside the 
nouth of the river, where they remain 
jniescent. A portion of the troups with 
thich he is to be supptied cannot arrive 
mnediately, he hears from the Governor- 
yeueral at Nanking, and as reinforcements 
we urgently needed in Fukien the Memo- 
‘ialiat proposes to start at once in advauce 
rith ive battalions, He has sent a Colonel 
o Hunan ‘to enlist a thousand then aud has 
alegraphed to the Governor-General of the 
du Kuang Provinces requesting him to stup- 
jy him with two battalions selected from the 
ww recruits he has enlisted, while an otlicer 
tas been sent to Kiangsi to select sufficient 
the new recruits enlisted there tu form 
me battaliow., ‘hese will probably reach 
fukien some before, and sume after, the 
tlemorialist. As regards the route tu be 
aken, there are many obstacles in the way 
the aduption of the sea route, and not 
nough vessels of war to convey the troops, 
vhile if foreign steamers were chartered not 
uly would there be difiiculty in obtaining 
le necessary funds, but many objections 
vould be raised on the plea of neutrality. 
thas been decided therefore to adopt the 
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Kiangsi route, and the Governor-General 
at Nanking has requested the Admiral of 
the Yangtsze to convey the reinforcements 
by steamer in detachments to Hu-k*ou 
Hsien in Kiangsi, where they will be 
trausferred to native boats. In conclu- 
sion the Memorialist professes his ignor- 
ance of foreign matters, and the system 
of foreign maritime warfare of which 
he now hears the particulars for the tires 
time. He is none the less determined 
to endeavour to repay the Imperial favour 
of which he has been the recipient by the 
sacritice of his life if necessary in His Ma- 
jesty’s cause. He proposes to leave ‘I's‘ing- 
kiang for Nanking on the 27th of the present 
moon (7 October 15th or September 16ch), 
when he will consult with the Governor- 
General and furnish himself with munitions 
of war.—Rescript : It is noted. ‘The said 
Governor General will proceed to Fukiew 
with all despatelr. 

(2) Iu a Postscript Memorial the same 
officer reports that he has already been 
supplied with ‘ls. 30,000 from Nanking 
and has been promised by the Goyernor- 
General three months pay and ratf®ns fur 
four battaliouss but that high officer has 
telegraphed to say that the exhausted 
condition of his finances will not allow 
him to furnish further aid, and it seems 
doubtful whether the Kisngsi and Hu- 
pei anthorities, who have their own 
military expenditure to see to, can render 
any assistance. It is absolutely necessary 
fur tlre Memorialist to be furnished with 
ready money for his expenses, and as he 
hears that the resources of Fukien are 
exceptionally strained and rice is very 
dear, it behuves him tu consider beforehand 
how he shall provide lrimself with funds. 
[t occurs to him that there is a fuud in the 
hands of the Director-General of Grain 
Trausport for repairs to stone work on the 
Canal which is not immediately wanted, 
and he sow proposes to draw ‘I'le, 24,000 
from that furd, to be paid back when 
arrangements have been made as to the 
manner in which he shal) be supplied with 
mouey. He has also drawn ‘Ils. 20,000 
feom the fauds of the Superintendent of 
the Huai-an. 

October 5th.—A Memorial from Tartar 
General at Foochow in his capacity of 
Superintendent of Custums protesting 
against the decision of the Board uf Re- 
venue thas Ire must wake good the sum of 
Tis. 8,660 by which the Revenue of the 
Fuhkien Customs had fallen short last year. 
He states that the total annual assessment 
of the Fuhkien native Customs is fixed at 
Tis, 186,546. Siuce the opeuing of tke 





port to foreign frade in 1843, the receipts 
of the native Customs have been cousider- 
ably encroached upon by the foreiga Ous- 
toms establishment, and in 1848 the Tartar 
General obtained His Majesty’s sanction to 
the transfer of Tis, 25,000 anuually from 
the foreign to the native Customs account 
to make up for this encroachment. Even 
this assistance was not sufficient, and for 
years in succession it was impossible to 
keep the receipts up to the assessed standard, 
S» low, indeed, did they fall at one time 
that in 1866 the total collection was only 
seventy or eighty thousand taels. By the 
exertions of successive Tartar: Generals a 
gradual improvement was brought about, 
and the receipts rose to T'ls. 170,000 odd, 
the deficit ou every occasion being, with 
the sanction of the Buard, made good 
from other accounts. The Memorialist 
took over charge of the establishment in 
the spring of 1880, and by dint of great 
exertion raised the reventte during the first 
two yeare of his administration to Ts. 
185,000 and upwards, His Majesty being 
graciously pleased to absolve him from the 
necessRy of making good the deficit. In 
1882 the deficit was only ‘Ils. 400, and this 
the Memorialist in deference to the decision 
of the Board, under new. regulations enacted 
by them, made good himself. During the 
year ending on the 30th December, 1883 
there was a deficit ou the native Oustoms 
receipts of Tls. 3,600, the causes of which 
deticit have already been explained to His 
Majesty by the Meimorialist, who is now 
called upon by the Buard to make good this 
deficit out of his private funds. While he 
appreciates the motives which influenced 
the Board in this decision, which was 
doubtless owing to an apprehension that 
the remission of the deficit in the Memo- 
rialist’s case- would be fullowed by similar 
applications from other Superintendents, 
he atill hopes that His Majesty will be 
pleased to direct the Buard to refrain from 
claiming fulfilment of the rule in this case, 
in view of the fact that the deficit arises 
from no fault of fhe Memorialiet, but is 
caused by circumstances beyond his control. 
— Referred to the Board of Revenue. 
October 6th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Acting Governor of Hunau proposing to 
give up the allowances granted to the Gov- 
ernor of the province and other authorities 
for the maintenance of the Salt Preventive 
Service, and to apply the suin thus saved, 
amounting to about ‘Tis, 10,000 annually, 
to military expenditure. Money, the Me- 
morialist points out, is the back-bone of 
war, and quoting from the ‘* Aua'ects” of 
Cunfucius, he says that the Sage laid down 
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the principle that the requisites of good 
government are sufficiency of food, sutli- | 
ciency of military equipment, aud the cou- | 
fidence of the people in their ruler. Of: 
these requisites, confidence is the most diffi- | 
cult of attainment, and this the present dy- 

nasty has happily secured. During the past ' 
thirty or forty years of the nation’s history, 

two rebellions have occurred; foreigners | 
have put their artful designs into execution, | 
and there has been a succession of military : 
operations; but during the whole uf this: 
period there has been no increase of regular i 
taxation. Last year the Empress gave up | 
the autumn contributions due to the Palace ' 
to be expended in charitable relief, the | 
recipie ts of which were filled with deep | 
thankfulness, while the love and grati- 
tude of those who heard of the Imperial 

bounty were greatly stimulated, This! 
gratitude is exemplified by the joy of 
the people when they hear of a vic- 
tory over the French, who have invaded 

a tributary Stare, and the rage that is pro- 
voked by the news of a defeat at their 
hands, ‘The demands with they have this: 
year put forward with such nvisy threats is | 
a atill greater prouf of the unprincipled : 
character of the French, and every one: 
that has life and energy, with bursting eyes | 
and nair on end, is longing to be attacking | 
them even with such siinple weapons as: 
clubs or staves. Herein lies a distinctive : 
proof uf the confidence of the people in: 
their ruler, Be that as it may, it is on the 
strength of armies that victury depends, - 
and armies muat be fed. At the present | 
time no further sources of wealth can be! 
developed, aud the current of expenditure - 
cannot be stayed; and the Memorialist, filled 

with shame at his inability to share with | 
the Court the weight of care and anxiety 

with which it is burdened, cannot refrain 

from making a humble endeavour to supple: | 
ment the military expenditure that is now | 
required. He would observe that certain ' 
allowances are allotted to various provincial | 
authorities for the prevention of smuggling 

in salt, With other provinces he cannot: 
venture to deal, but he may be permitted ' 
to point out that the allowances for this | 
purpose annually granted to the Governor 

of Hunan average about Tis. 10,000 while | 
those granted to the two Commissioners } 
and Senior Taotai amount to some thov- | 
sands of taels, exclusive of the expendi: | 
ture of the territorial authorities whose ‘ 
proper duty it is to see tu the preventinn 

of smuggling. He prays therefore that the 

province of Hunan may be alluwed to lead | 
the way in the abandonment of this alles: | 
ance. As far as Memorialist is concerned ; 
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he will endeavour to carry on his duties 
without this allowance, and he has always 
his auti-ex'ortion allowance to fa back 
upon, which if economy is practised in 
every particular and the simplicity which 
characterises the establishments of metro- 
_politan officials be observed, will not leave 
him in very great poverty. It was this fund 
which the late Governor-General Tséng Kuo- 
fan drew upon for carrying out the institution 
of schools, book-shops and other educational 
enterprises, but the Memorialist dues not 
pretend to suggest that the arrangement he 
now proposes in the case of Hunan should 
be extended to all the other provinces, fur 
he feels convinced that the loyal and 
patriotic rulers of these other provinces 
will be able to think of some more excellent 
‘way than this of showing their sympathy 
fur their country. The Memorialist has 
long had the desire to make this sugges- 
tion, but he was afraid to do so without 
due reflection for fear he should be cre- 
dited with a desire for increasing his 
reputation, or that he should be accused 
of impracticability in view of the different 
circumstances of different provinces, while 
he also lays himself open to the stigma of 
giving away other people’s money which, 
as he ia only acting temporarily as Governor, 
will be no sacrifice to himself. If the 
revenues of the State were in a flourish- 
ing condition such a trifle as he now 
proposes to abandon could do no gvod, 
but in view of the fact that the expen- 
diture of the Empire is increasing day by 
day, and the precautions for the defence 
of the frontier cannot be relaxed, the ditti- 
culties of the present time must be given 
timely attention if innumerable misfortunes 
are to be avwided. A sou in his relation 
to his parents should ever bear in mind 
that he owes his very body and breath to 
them, and how much the more should a 
servant of the State remember that his 
ancestors for generations past have been 
indebted for existence to the benevolent 
and fostering care of the Throne? It 
is these considerations whicli prompt the 
Memorialist to disregard the reflections 
upon his motives that he alludes to 
and to offer this humble suggestion, the 
outcome of a feeble mind. Alone, the 
amount is trifling, but in gross it would be 
considerable, and the accumulation of such 
a fund would iucrease its dimensions to the 
eminent benefit of the country without the 
slightest‘ injury to the mercantile popula- 
tion,—Rescript : The idea proposed by the 
Memorialist displays a zeal fur the public 
interests which is highly commendable, 
aud We accede to his request. 
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October 7th.—No dvcuments of im- 
portance. 

October 8th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor-General of the Hu Kuang Pro- 
vince and the Governor of Hupei request- 
ing His Majesty’s sanction to the employ- 
ment of certain moneys for the maintenance 
of new levies they have been called on to 
enrol, ‘Ihe Memorialists have recently 
been called upon in repeated decrees to 
form serviceable regiments of recruits who 
are to be held in readiness to be disposed 
of as His Majesty shall hereafter command, 
and, as they linve already represented, the 
difficulty in carrying out these commands, 
consists, notin the enrolling of recruits, but in 
the raising of funds for their maintenance. 
They added that they proposed to employ 
any funds in the treasury of the provincial 
government that were available for this 
purposes, The Financial Commissioner of 
Hupei and Taotai in charge of the Roe- 
Organisation Ottice now represent that rein- 
forcements for Fulikien are urgently needed, 
and that the necessary funds for the main- 
tenance of the six battalions that are to be 
sent under the ¢% ée Ch'eng W&-ping 
amount to a large sum, while it is necessary 
to provide beforehand for the pay of the 
two picked regiments which Yang Ch‘ang- 
chiin bas written to apply for. In addition 
to the above two other regiments are in 
process of enlistment and funds have to be 
provided for their support. There are 
no funds available for this purpose in 
the ‘Treasury of the Reorganisation Office, 
and asthe matter ie one which admits of 
uo delay there is no alternative but to 
make use of the sum of Tis. 40,000 now 
deposited in the Hankow Customs which 
has been raised by the retention of a cer- 
tain percentage (4 per cent.) of the duties 
collected from the China Merchants’ Co. 
It is further proposed to retain Tis. 60,000 
of the subsidy due to the Central Govern- 
ment. In view of the pressing nature of 
the object for which these funds are re- 
quired and the absolu'e impossibility of 
meeting the demand in any other way the 
Memorialists hope that His Majesty will be 
pleased to sanction the arrangements above 
suygested.—Rescript : Let the Board report 
upon this proposal with all despatch, 

October 9th aud 10th.—No documents of 
importance. 

October 11th. —The only document 
worthy of record in this day’s issue is a 
Memorial from the Governor-General Li 
Hung-chang reporting breaches in the 
embankments of the Yellow River in the 
Tung-ming District. There are several 
dangerous places in these embankments, 
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the pressure upon which hasinoreased of late 
years, owing to the tendency of the current 
to set towards the southern bank whioh ia 
lower than the northern one. For two 
months previous to the accident the autho- 
rities charged with the mainteuance of the 
embankments in thig Distriot were con- 
stantly on the mave, but at the end of the 
aixth moon the river rose above the em- 
bankment in several placea, and for ten 
nights and days the most strenuous ex- 
ertions were made to atrengthen the weak 
places. The force of the water was tuo 
atrong, however, and they became mnder- 
mined at several points, and collapsed, on 
a breach of over 2,000 feet being made in 
sections Ll and 42 through which the water 
rushed on to the subsidiary embankment 
in the reay and carried a portion. of that 
away also, ‘Tne mischief done is, com- 
paratively speaking light, and the people 
living in the vicinity of the embankment 
were able to get away in time. Orders have 
been given for the repair of the damage hy 
checking the flow of the stream at the 
breach in the subsidiary embankment, and 
subsequently effecting the repair of the 
main embankment, 

October 12th.—A Decree. Chang P‘ei- 
Tun and his colleague report that a certain 
First Captain who displayed no energy in 
action has uewarrantably claimed the re- 
ward of meritorious service. They state 
that Yang Ch‘ang-pao, a First Qaptain 
awaiting an appointment in Fuhkien, was 
placed in command of a position at Kim- 
pai and during the engagement with the 
French in the %th moon, struck a French 
vessel and sunk it, ‘The magazine subse- 
quently exploded, whereupon he abandoned 
the fort and retreated. He none the less 
asked for a recognition of his services, 
though he displayed cowardice of a most 
unreasonable and improper kind. Wecom- 
mand that Yang Oh‘ang-pao be forthwith 
cashiered and that he be never more em- 
ployed in an official capacity. We-also 
prohibit him from offering his services as a 
volunteer in any other quarter. We sanc- 
tion the other arrangements which the 
Memorialists propose to make, 

October 13th.—A Memorial from the 
Governor of Ch‘ahar reporting the expiry 
of the term of three years’ servitude on the 
military post roads to which a certain ex- 
captain. of a Banner was sentenced for an 
offence committed by him. It would appear 
from the regulations quoted by the Memo- 
rinlist that all Manchu military officers of 
and below the rank of captain when sen- 
tenced to banishment on the military post 
roads, if unable at the close of the three years, 
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whioh is the term for which they are sentenc- 
ed, to pay the customary: fees, are sens to the 
Prefecture of Haitan-lua inside the great 
wall, from whence they are forwarded to 
to the Board of Panishment, A Memorial 
is simultaneously presented to the Throne 
specifying the offence for which the sen- 
tence of banishment was inflicted, and aoli- 
citing His Majesty's pleasure as to whether 
the process of the law shall be carried to 
completion, or the sentence end with the 
expiry of the three years’ term. Should 
His Majesty not intervene, the criminal re- 
ceives beating with the heavy bamboo, and 
is again banished to some place at no great 
diatanoe, where he remains under police 
supervision for two years and a half. 

October 14th.—No dvcuments of im- 
portance, 

October 14th —(1) A D cree calling apon 
the high authorities of the provinces to 
come farward with contributions from: the 
funds allowed them for the conduct of 
official business with the same public spirit 
as was recently evinced hy the Acting: 
Governor of Hunan, for whose Memorial : 
see Gazette of 6th October, i 

(2) A Postscript Memorial from Chang: 
Preielnn, Ohang Ch‘éng, First Oaptain of 
the Naval division, having shown himpelf 
energetic in holding the passage in mid: ! 
stream, waa, with the concurrence of the 
Governor-General, promot-d to be Acting 
Lieut. Oolonel, and although the blame vi 
the failure of the fleet to effect any servic 
on the present occasion lies at Meme: : 
rialist’s door, Chang Ch‘éng cannot be held 
blameless for his inability to take proper 
precautions under certain conditions of 
wind and tide, whereby his ship fell into 
the trap laid for him by the enemy, though 
he did do his beat to hold his own, and was 
wounded in the attempt. ‘The Memorialis 
prays therefore, that His Majesty will order 
the summary dismissal of Chang Ch ‘ény. : 
Directly the naval action commenced and 
before the land forces were enyaged, the 
Memorialist left the Arsenal and ascended 
a hill, from from whence he observed 
Ohang Shéng-ch‘iai, Colonel in command 
of theafterdivision of the Fu-ching battalion, : 
beating a retreat supported under the arms 
by four men, The discipline maintained . 
by the officer had been so lax that the 
Memorialist had already deprived him of | 
the command of one battalion and handed 
it over to Liu Ying-ch‘ing. When the 
arsenal was bombarded the camp in which 
O ang was stationed was destroyed by the 
enemy's shells, but Lin Ying-ch‘ing con- 
tinued to keep his position in company with . 
Huang Ch‘ao-ch ‘tin. j 
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For a month previous to the engagement 
Chang Shéng-ch‘iai was constantly plead- 
ing sickness to get off his command, 
and such cowardice as has now been dis- 
played by him deserves prompt notice if 
martial law is to be uf any use. The Me- 
morialist begs to sugyest that Chang Shéug- 
ch‘iai be forthwith cashiered, and, with the 
oficer previously mentioned, be handed 
over to the Buard for punishment in the 
manner laid down by law. 

The Memorialist begs to forward a list 
of the ofticers killed tluring the engaye- 
ment, with a prayer that His Majesty will 
bestow posthumous marks of compassion 
upon thei. 

Kao T‘éng-ytia, brevet Colonel ii com- 


mand of the s.s, Fei Yiin, why had been’ 


sent up from Canton, was a silent reserved 
man, A month before the action: took 
place, the French fleet was reinforced by 
one vessel, and all the captains came to 
Memorialist to beg for further assistance. 
Kao T‘éng-yiiu alone maintained a courage- 
ous demanour, aud the Memorialist think- 
ing there was something different in his 
manuer from that of the others, sent for him 
again that night and asked him what were 
the tactics that he advocated. Kao T‘éng- 
yiin replied that the policy of the measures 
of defence adopted in Fuhkien should be 
directed with the object of engaging the 
attention of the enemy and preventing them 
from taking active measures. The Arsenal 
was not a place iu which an engagement 
could be carried on, but none the less the 
guns had been shutted and the men had 
been sleeping under arms for a month past, 
and the attitude of expectancy which was 
being maintained day and night would 
probably end in an engagement at any 
mument, ‘'*I know,” said he, ‘ that you 
are anxious tu take the initiative in hosti- 
lities, but you cannot do so in the face of 
the strong opposition that your proposal 
will meet with. We shall certainly get no 
reinforcements from the Minister Superin- 
tendent of Southern Trade, and even if 
these reinforcements did arrive, their timid 
commanders would not only be of no assist- 
ance, but would even do us harm.” ‘6 What 
then are we tu do?” replied the Memorialist. 
** Concentrate our attack on Courbet,” said 
he, ‘and account for one person at least in 
proof of our devotion.” The Memorialiat 
wished to make him commandant of the fleet, 
but he declined on the score of his length of 


service and reputation bein less than that. 


of Li Hsin-ming. He added that in naval 
warfare each vessel had to fight his own 
battle, differing therein from an army 
vu shore, where the movements of ten 
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regiments could be directed by a single 
General. He begged therefore that no 
alteration might be made in the existing 
arrangements vut that the defensive attitude 
should be strictly maintained pending the 
receipt of His Majesty’s Commands. He 
then left, and the Memorialist directed 
the various captains tu yo to him and 
consult him as to the line of action to 
be taken, but he maintained the same 
attitude of calm determination and swore 
that he would die for his country. The 
Memorialist hears that on the day of 
the engagement Kav ‘T'‘éng-yiin himself 
fired his large guu against the Wupo 
(? Vipére) and that all his shots hit their 
mark, the little Feiywn keeping three 
large vessels at bay aud holding her 
owu in mid stream until a shot struck the 
ship at right angles, breaking the com- 
mander’s leg ; this was followed by a second 
shot which precipitated him into the water, 
where he disappeared, the ship taking fire 
and floating down the stream. The circum- 
stances attending the death of this ofticer 
being specially sad, the Memorialist begs 
that His Majesty will sanction the be- 
stowal upon him of the posthumous honours 
allotted to Brigadiers General. Ch‘éa Ying 
the officer in command of the Fu Asing 
who had no rank, but wona button gf the 5th 
grade, was a man of weak and emaciatedy 
appearance, but of high literary attain- 
ments. When the daily increasing numbers 
of the enemy’s ships were giving the Me- 
morialist much cause for anxiety, Ch'én 
Ying weote him a letter suyyesting that 
the whole fleet should make a united attack 
on Courbet’s ship while the fire-boats were 
ignited and sent down the stream, thus 
engaging the attention of the vessels in the 
lower reaches, the war-junks and spar tur- 
pedo boats being engaged in cutting off the 
fish torpedo boats of the enemy, His argu- 
ments were clearly and reasonably put, and 
‘the Memorialist called upou the various 
captainsto adopt his suzgestions; but before 
the necessary arrangements were completed 
the French unfortunately commenced the 
attack, after coming to a secret understand- 
ing with the British and Americaus. Ch‘én 
Ying, when he saw the British and Ameri- 
can ships suddenly descend the streain, 
quickly got up his anchor and vowed in the 
presence of his crew that ‘this day should 
see him do his duty by his country.” 
“My ship and guns,” said he, ‘are 
small, and if we do not get close in 
they will not reach the enemy’s ships.” 
The vessel was surrounded by three of tho 
enemy’s ships, and though his ship was 
| struck and nearly crippled and his menu 
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were killed around him, Ch‘én Ying took 
no heed of these things but kept firing 
away at Courbet’s ship. Courbet’s ship 
was struck and retreated a short way, but 
more of the enemy’s ships came up, and 
after maintaining the fight for over two 
hours Ch‘én Ying was struck by a shot 
and fell dead upon the bridge of his vessel. 
A naval student called Wang Lien died 
with him and the vessel then took 
* fire. The British and Americans who 
watched the action were incessant in their 
expressions of admiration and regret that 
so brave and uudaunted a man should 
have died for his country before being able 
to display his qualities in a higher capacity. 
His servant came to the Memorialist in 
tears and told him that their master had 
sworn to die in requital of the appreciation 
which the Memorialist had been pleased to 
express of his capabilities. The Memoria- 
list himself had noticed from the hill on 
which he had taken his stand the adroitness 
with which Ch‘én Ying handled his ship, 
the rapidity with which his guns were 
fired, aud the way in which he alone took 
his vessel into the thick of the fight, while 
he grieved that he had no power to take 
him out of danger ; and when he heard the 
deceased officer’s parting message to him- 
self he was moved to tears of bitter 
sorrow. Ch‘én Ying was an officer of 
humble rank, but the Memorialist would 
pray His Majesty to make an exception in 
his case and grant him the pvsthumous 
honours allotted to a Colonel or a First 
Captain. On Wang Lien, the naval student, 
he suggests the bestowal of the posthumous 
honours allotted to non-commissioned of- 
ficers of the 5th grade of official rank. 

In conclusion the Memorialist begs to 
recommend for His Majesty’s favourable 
consideration the case of three others 
(whose names are given) that were killed 
during the engagement. (For Decree see 
Gazette of Sept. 26th.) 

October 16th.—With the exception of 
two short Memorials on unimportant sub- 
jects, the whole of this day’s issue is 
occupied with a Memorial from Wang 
Pang-hsi, a Reader of the Hau-lin Yuan, 
calling attention to the abuses. that at 
present prevail in the system of land tax 
collection and suggesting remedies for a 
state of things as injurious to the revenue 
of the Empire as it is to the well-being of 
the people. It is impossible to follow the 
Memorialist at length through his intro- 
ductory remarks or to give a full tranala- 
tion of his description of the abuses snd 
their remedy. It may be generally stated 
however, that he divides his subject into 
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four heads, which are as follows :—Defects, 

of which there are five. Difficulties, of 

which there are three. Obligations, of 

which there are five. Things that must 

not be allowed, of which there are three. 
DEFECTS : 


1,—Abuses practised by collectors who 
levy fees from landholders on the score of 
securing them delay in the payment of 
taxes. When the tax becomes overdue, 


they hire substitutes to receive the beating | 


which is the penalty for non-payment of 


land tax, and make this beating, which |: 


they have not undergone themselves, an 


excuse for further extortions from the land |. 


holders. 
2.—Payment of the taxes in advance by 


self-elected substitutes who charge the |. 


land-holders double rates for the advance. 


3.—Clerk’s fees, which have to be paid | 


before the tax, though tendered, ia ac- 
cepted. 

4.—Oollection of the tax by unauthorised 
agents who do not pay it to the authorities, 
with the result that a second levy is made 


upon the land-holder, who naturally objects |. 


to pay. 
5.—No facilities are given for payment 
of the tax in kind. Granaries for the.re- 


ceipt of the tax are opened only for a day | 


or two, when there is such a rush upon 

them that many are shut out, When 

closed, only. a money commutation is ac- 
cepted at extortionate rates. 
DIFFICULTIES : 

1.—The reluctance of individuals to 


undertake the duties of a so-called Asien | 


anvien. 


The Asien nien were intelligent | 


farmers who used to take it in turn to be | 


responsible for the land-tax in certain areas 
year by year. The rebellion caused the 
interruption of this system, which for 
various reasons there is a reluctance on the 
part of farmers tu resume. 

2.—Falling off in rents paid by farmers 
in consequence of decrease of pupulation, 
deterioration of the physique of the farm 
labourer, the prevalence of opium smoking, 
and bad farming. 

3.—Taxation under the above conditions 
is disproportionate to the value of the 
crops. Land which used in good years to 
yield two piculs and a half per mow now 
only yields two piculs under similar cundi- 
tions, and when grain is cheap the’ farmer 
can only get from 400 to 500 cash a picul. 
From this, too, lekin has to be deducted, 
so that by the time the farmer has paid his 
taxes a good half of his crops have been 
absorbed, leaving him quite a small enough 
balance upon which to support his family 
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without being subjected to the extortions 


of a host of clerks and collectors, 
OBLIGATIONS : 
1.—Reastoration of the system of collec- 


tion by Asien nien. 


2.—Paymeut of taxes by land-holders ‘in 


' person. . 


3.—Permission to pay by instalments in- 
stead of requiring one payment in full. 
4,—Reoefusal to hear civil suits unless the 


. Complainant has paid his taxes. 


5.—Permission to pay in current cash, 


. instead of demanding large cash which are 


ouly procurable at a premium of ten per 


, Cent. 


THINGS WHICH MUST NOT BE ALLOWED : 

1.—To make the wealthy responsible for 
the taxes of their poor neighbours, 

2.—To allow the literary graduates to be 
collectors of land tax, 

3.—Employment by officials of relatives 


or persunal servants as collectors. 


Uctober 17th.—(1) Ch‘éu Lan-pin Vice- 


President of the Court of Censors and 
. formerly Minister of the Taungli Yamén, 


is permitted to retire on the ground of ill- 
health. 
(2) Wang Chia-min, Acting Director- 


- General of Grain ‘Transport, announces his 


' 


arrival at his post. 
(3) The remainder of this day’s issue is 
occupied with a report from ‘Ian Chung- 


. lin, Governor-General of Shensi and Kan- 


' breaches in the 


su, ou the result of a scrutiny of the 
accounts of a certain military commandant 
of a towu near Urumtsi, who had been 
accused of frand. The details are compli- 
cated and uninteresting. 

October 18th. —(1) ‘'he Governor of Shan- 
tung reports the partial closing of the 
** people’s embankments ” 
in the Ch‘i-tung and Li-ch‘éng Districts, 
which were carried away during the summer 
freshets together with the gaps created by 
the people themselves (? to save their fields 


’ from inundation), and the steps that are 


1 


- how being taken to render these gaps secure 


against further pressure. It has been as- 
certained that thirty-one people in all were 
drowned when the embankments carried 
away, and relief has already been granted 
to the families of the deceased. 

(2) The same officer reports the following 
purchase of war material for the arsenal at 
Chi-nan Fu : 


’ Black lead.........scesessee.eee-60,000 cattios. 


Powter .......scssccesesees seeoeee 2,000, 
Yellow Copper sheeting ... 2,0U0_,, 
Red ome 2,000). 


An officer has also been sent to Shanghai 
with the sum of Tis. 11,200 to purchase 
the following stores : 
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Black lead ...........ceseeeres 100,000 catties. 
Red Copper sheeting ...... 10,000 ,, 
Yellow ,, ¥ esoeee 2U,000 ,, 


He is also commissioned ‘to purchase sup- 
plies of steel and iron. 

(3) Li Hung-chang reports the completion 
of repairs to the buildings forming the 
Imperial summer retreat at Jeh-hoh with 
the surrounding wall, together with the 
clearing of the bed of the Wu-lieh river 
and the repair of the sluices aud dams by 
which the water of the river are regulated. 
The total cost of these repairs was Tis. 92,985, 

October 19th.—_{1) A Decree announcing 
the receipt vf Her Majesty’s commands in 
auswer to applications from the Board of 
Ceremonies aud other yaméus for instruc- 
tions as to the preparations for a banquet 
on the occasion of the fiftieth auniversary 
of Her Majesty’s birth. Orders are given 
that upon the day in question Her Majesty 
intends to give a banquet in the inner 
precincts of the Palace at the conclusion 
of the ceremonial observances to be gune 
through in the Tzii-ning Throne Hall; no 
banquet therefore need be prepared by the 
department concerned. The Princesses, 
Princesses Consort, and ladies of title are 
commanded to attend at the Palace upon 
this day. 

(2) In the course of a Memorial calling 
attention to the delapidated condition of 
the doors of one of the Peking Granaries 
and the absence of all supervision over the 
issue of Government rice (v. Gazette of 3rd 
Oct.) the supervising Censor of these 
Granaries suggests that stock should be 
taken of the contents of all the granaries 
and fresh registers of their contents drawn 
up in order to prevent fraud. So gigan- 
tic a task as the measurement of the con- 
tents of these granaries would be very simple 
if the system were applied by which the 
tonnage capacity of ships is arrived at. A 
former Grand Secretary, the Memorialist 
states, devised some system forthe measure- 
ment of the contents of grain junks 
which was very simple of application, and 


some of the students in the arithmetical’ 


class under the T'sung-li Yamén might 
be called upon to put it to the test, 

(3) The Superintendents of Peking Cus- 
toms and Octroi report that the amount of 
duty on foreign opium collected by them 
during the year ended 20th September, 
1884 was Tle. 8,782. They mention in- 
cideutally that there is a considerable 
amount of smugyling doue in the drug. 

(4) The same officers report that the total 
of the duties collected by the Peking Cus- 
toms during the year ended 20th September, 
1884, was ‘L'ls. 176,360, which leaves a deficit 
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of Tls, 147,141 on the total amount at 
which. these duties are assessed. The 
Memorialists attribute this large falling off 
of revenue, which is twice the ordinary 
deficit, to two causes ; first, the number of 
bank failures consequent upon the failure 
of the Fu-k‘ang Bank with the fluctua- 
tions in the rates of silver that were the 
result, interfering considerably with the 
circulation and sale of goods ; secondly, to 
the hostilities between the French and 
Annam, which has rendered the ocean 
highway unsafe and caused difficulty in the 
transport of goods from the south. 

October 20th.—(1) A Decree : The Board 
of Punishments report the arrival under 
escort of T‘ang Chiung, ex Governor of 
Yiinnan, and request that high officers may 
be appointed tv assist them in his trial. 
We hereby command the members of the 
Grand Council aud the Grand Secretaries 
to unite with the Board of Punishments 
in examining the prisoner and passing 
sentence upon him according to law. 

(2) Haiti Ch‘ang, Salt Commissioner of the 
Two Huai, is directed to proceed with all 
despatch to Féng-t‘ien and assist the Gov- 
ernor of that province in the organisation 
of coast defences. 

(3) The Governor-General of Chihli reports 
the trial of a man who struck his mother 
and the sentenced passed upon him. Li 
Ch‘ang-mou, a native of Ch‘ang-p‘ing Chou, 
was a dissolute idle fellow, who lived with 
his mother but whose discipline he ignored 
and turned a deaf ear to her remonstrances, 
On the 5th of April last he returned to his 
home intoxicated, and being in want of 
money he determined to sell some of the 
family land. His mother, however, refused 
to give him up the title-deeds, and rated him 
to boot. LiCh‘ang-mou went into the court- 
yard of the house and commenced a noisy 
protest, whereupon his mother picked up a 
wooden clothes-beater and proceeded to be- 
labour him with it. In a moment of anger Li 
Ch‘ang-mou wrenched the beater from his 
mother’s hand and struck her with it several 


times, bruising her on the elbow, back and- 


stomach, and causing her to sit down upon 
the ground uttering loud cries of pain. Li 
Ch‘ang-mou then desisted, and his wife, 
who at that moment returned from the 
fields, picked his mother up and helped 
her into the house. Li Ch‘ang-mou, 
frightened at what he had done, then ran 
away, but his mother having reported him 
to the authorities, he was arrested and 
brought to trial when he made a full con- 
fession of his guilt. His mother having 
now recovered, sentence has been passed 
upon him in conformity with the law 
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which lays down that any person who 
strikes his father or his mother shall be 
decapitated, and he has been condemned 
to immediate execution. : 


| 

| 
October 21st.—The Governor of Shan- 
tung reports that as he is now residing at 
Téngchow with a view to carrying out 
arrangements for ‘maritime defence, the 
reports that have to be sent to him from 
the provincial capital, which is more than 
three hundred miles distant, involves the em- 
ployment of an incessant string of couriers 
which the authorities along the line of 
route, that is not a main highway, are un- 


‘able to provide out of the couriers allowed 


them by Government. The Memoriatist 
has therefore found it necessay to allow 
the Magistrate of Li-ch‘éng Hsien sixteen 
additional horses, aud twelve additional 
horses each to eleven other Departments 
and Districts. To every two horses one 
man is allotted. 


October 22nd.—(1) A Decree ordering 
six officials with the rank of Tuo-t‘ai, Sub- 
Prefect, and Magistrate respectively, whose 
services have been applied fur by the Grand 
Secretary Tso Tsung-t‘ang, to be placed at 
disposal of that high officer. Amongst the 


officers so sent is Tséng Chi-ch‘ti (928) 
brother of the Marquis Tséug, and furmerly | 
Sub-Prefect of Lien-chow. 

(2) A Memorial from Tso Tsung-t‘ang | 
reverently soliciting His Majesty’s instruc- ! 
tions with regard to the relative seniority | 
of himself and the Governor General Li 
Hung-chang, who has recently been re-ap- 
pointed Grand Secretary. Rescript: Tso | 
‘Taung-t‘ang will take order in the grade of ' 
Grand Secretary after Li Hung-chang. i 

(3) Ch‘ung-kuang, the out-going Super- 
intendent of Customs at Canton, submits 
the following returns of duties collected by 
him during the seven months and nineteen 
days that have elapsed since his annual re- 
turn wassentin. The amounts enumerated 
have been handed over tu his successor. 

4 
1 
{ 
} 
} 


Maritime Half duties. 
Duties. Opium, Native, Foreign. | 


Canton (Native 
Customs) 528,273 38,398 34,922 


Swatow (Fogn. { 334,780 81,573 54,647 


Taels. 


Customs) 
Kiungchow ,, 39,856 1,670 6.4 132 
Pakhoi ie 40,663 238 61 749 
China Merchants’ Co, 
Maritime, Half duties, Opiam. 
Canton (Native 
Abbe 14,017 6,161 | 
Swatow (Foreign 
Act at 15,485 6,849 1,518 
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Janton Native Customs .................. 60,833 | that purpose, any further interments in the 
iwatow 1 9,584 | city being rendered a punishable offence. 
Ciungchow ,, 1,102 October 24th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
?akhoi % 8,293 | Governor of Anhui. One Huang Yeh-liang, 
jubsidiary ports 9,219 | 4 Senior Licentiate in 


)pium duties at Hein-an & Hsiang-shan 83,147 


The expenditure which the Memorialist 
1as been called upou to meet upon the last 
tem in subsidies to Peking is Tls. 158,008, 
howing a deficit on this account of Tls. 
"5,860 (? 74,860.) 

October 23rd.—(1) Postscript Memorial 
rom Pien Pao-chiian, Governor of Shensi. 
After the suppression of the rebellion in 
he province of Shensi the greater portion 
ff the Mahommedan tombs were fuund to 
ye rased, and when the land belonging to 
ihe rebels was entered into possession of 
ihere were no graves to be distinguished, 
ihe whole country being a desert waste, 
ind it was impossible to allot the ceme- 
‘eries to the families to whom they belonged. 
The result was that the coffins of deceased 
Mahommedans were piled up in the temples 
uside the provincial city, or deposited in 
urface tombs iu different parts of the town. 
{n the year 1872 the Governor-General set 
wide a plot of ground 33 mow in extent 
n the suburbs of the city as a burial 

round, in which all bodies had to be in- 
“ered, but since the Memorialist took over 
office he discovered that the Mahommedans 
aad lately resumed their practice of burying 
their dead in surface graves within the city 
walls, Upon enquiring into the cause of 
the resumption of this unauthorised mode 
of sepulture, he found that there was no 
more open space in the public burying- 
iround, and the people objected to burying 
their dead in a promiscuous way wherever 
‘scorner could be found, while they were 
tlso unwilling to go gutside the city walls 
to perform their periodical sacrifices to 
their deceased relatives. As, however, the 
admixture of the living and the dead in a 
crowded city is neither fitting nor seemly, 
the Memorialist directed the heads of the 
Central Tithing Office to considersome means 
offprocuring another public burying-ground 
for the compulsory interment of the dead, 
aud in due course these officers discovered 
.s plot of land suitable for the purpose to 
the north-west of the district town of 
‘Ch‘ang-an, which adjuins the provincial 
capital. The Memorialist has now given 
orders by proclamation that all deaths 
among the Mahommedan population are to 
be reported to the Central Tithing Office, 
the committee of which establishment will 
call upon the tithing master of the ward in 
question to enforce the interment of the 
deceased in the ground noy set apart for 
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the Lu-chiang 
District of that province, was recommended 
in the year 1867, for the distinction of 


RBA EE, or “ Worthy of Literature,” 
and the recommendation being approved 
by the Literary Chancellor, it came in due 
course before the Governor, who applied to 
His Majesty the permission to bestow upon 
the said Huang Yeh-liang the distinction 
of a button of the sixth grade, which per- 
mission was graciously accorded by His 
Majesty. It was naturally the duty of the 
Senior Licentiate to justify the selection of 
himself for this distinction by ordering his 
conduct and maintaining his self-respect in 
such wise as to set an example of decorous 
behaviour to the neighbourhoud, but in- 
stead of doing so he has refused to surrender 
land upon which he negotiated a mortgage, 
for which act of injustice he was arraigned 
before the district tribunal by a certain 
minor official. Upon being called upon by 
the authorities to make over the land he 
had mortgaged, he not only refused to obey 
the order of the Court, but brought a 
spurious counter-charge against the claim- 
ant in the Prefect’s Court, being persistent 
in litigation, in short, on the strength of 
the immunities which his position afforded 
him. The conduct of Huang Yeh-liang 
having been brought to the notice of the 
Memorialist by the District Magistrate 
with a request that His Majesty might be 
appealed to deprive him of his rank and 
titles, the Memorialiat has verified the 
statements of the Magistrate, and has now 
to pray His Majesty: to strip the said 
‘¢ Worthy of Literature” of the Licentiate’s 
gown and the button that has been bestowed 
upon him preparatory to placing him 
formally on his trial. —Granted by Rescript. 

October 25th.—No documents of im- 
portance. 


October 26th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
Chao Yu-ch‘én, Tao-t‘ai of the Ta Shun 
Kuang circuit in Chihli, to vacate his post 
and come to Peking to do duty in the 
Imperial schoolroom. 

(2) Sung-kuei is appointed to a similar 
post in the Yii Ching Kung or Imperial 
Mauchu School. ° 

(3) Hsii T‘ung and Chang Chih-wan are 
appointed leading Tutors to His Majesty. 

(4) The remainder of this day’s Gazette 
is occupied with reports from Sun Yii-wén 
and Wu La-pu, the High Commissioners 
appointed to investigate a series of charges 


brought against P‘an-wei, Governor of 
Kiangsi, by the Censor Wang Pang-hai. 
The result of these investigations has 
already been announced in a Dectee of 
September 26th, acquitting the Guvernor 
of the charges brought against him. The 
details of the reports sent in by the High 
Commissioners are uninteresting. 

October 27th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor of Kiangsu submitting a list of 
traders, and others, who have successfully 
carried out the transport to Tientsin of the 
winter instalment of the Kiangsu tribute 
rice for the year 1882. By regulations 
which have received the Imperial sanction, 
any juuk owners or others who successfully 
carry out a contract for the conveyance of 
tribute rice in quantities from 10,000 piculs 
to 60,000 piculs, or upwards, are granted 
an ofticial status or brevet rank as the case 
may be, those who have already obtained 
@ button of the Sth grade by purchase, 
which is the highest rank obtainable by 
such persons, being rewarded with steps of 
commutative rank. The Memorialist is now 
in receipt of a joint report from the Financial 
Commissioner and Judge at Soochow, with 
the Grain Commissioner and the Tao-t‘ai 
at Shanghai, informing him that they have 
learned from the officer in charge of the 
Shanghai forwarding agency that the win- 
ter instalment of Kiangau tribute rice for 
the year 1882 has been sent forward with- 
out mishap or delay, and they have been 
furnished by that officer with a list of the 
traders who undertook the contract as well 
as the officers and ayents of the China Mer- 
chants Co., engaged in arranging for the 
despatch of the various consignments. In 
submitting this list to the Memorialist the 
olficers above mentioned explain that the 
mames of those merehants whose delivery 
has fallen short of the proper amount by 
reason of accidents of wind and weather 
have been eliminated. The Memorialist 
begs to direct His Majesty's attention to 
the fact that the winter consignment of 
Kiangsu tribute rice for 18<2, forwarded 
last year to T'ung Chow amounted to up- 
wards of 745,000 piculs, all of which was 
sent forward either by junk or the steamers 
of the China Merchants’ Oo., and he can 
bear testimony to the alacrity and zeal 
with which the junkowners set to work to 
repair and caulk their vessels directly they 
were chartered, and the care with which 
they navigated their veqsels. The officers 
and clerks, too, who carried out the ar- 
rangements for the conveyance of the por- 
tion carried by the China Merchants Co.’s 
steamers, did their. work carefully and well. 
The list in question is herewith submitted 
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‘had been expended in the maintenance of 
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for His Majesty’s perusal in the hope that 
He will be graciously pleased to encourage ' 
the repetition of this laudable zeal and in- 
dustry by the bestowal of appropriate 
rewards. —Roeferred by Rescript to the con- 
sideration of the Board concerned. 
October 28th.—The whole of this day's: 
Gazette is taken up with reports from Sun. 
Yii-wén and Wu La-pu recording the 
result of their enquiries into a number of ° 
charges brought against the prefect of ' 
Kuang-hsin Fu which they were directed | 
to examine into with the other matters 
which formed the object of the special com: - 
mission upon which they were sent. There 
are only two matters of interest revealed ' 
by the investigations of the Memorialists, : 
whose report goes minutely into each charge | 
brought against the prefect. This officer ' 
was accused, amongst other offences, of . 
having appropriated to his own uses some | 
Tls. 30,000 out of a total of Tle. 100,000 
that had been subscribed under com- 
pulsion by different people to found an 
orphanage in the Shang-jao District. The 
real facts of the case the Memorialists find 
to be as follows: — Pa 
In the year 1876 the Magistrate of the 
District attempted to raise subscriptions 
for the establishment ofa foundling hospital, | 
but without success. The attempt was 
renewed by his successor, who collected 
altogether upwards of Tis. 20,000. In 
1882 a third Magistrate of the District took 
the matter up and raised the total of the ° 
sums contributed to Tis 70,000. On the 
arrival of a fourth Magistrate he found 
that the registers of this fund would not 
balance, and that the accounts had got 
into confusion, and having represented the | 
fact to the Financial Commissioner, that : 
officer directed Tung Chao-k‘uei, prefect ; 
of Kuang-hsin Fu, in whose jurisdiction } 
the District lay, to audit the accounts : 
and put them in order, drawing up a i 
code of rules for the future aduministra- | 
tion of the fund. This was done, and 
the revised balance sheet showed a total 
collection of Ils. 747,000, of which Tis. 
62,800 had been expended in the pur- 
chase of land as an endowment for the 
institution, and the remainder, with the 
exception of a balance of sume Tis. 1,100, 


the foundling Hence it appears that the 
charge of embezzlement brought against the 
prefect falls to the ground. 

The second charge, viz: infliction of 
illegal tortures, is not a0 easily disposed of. 
The prefect was said by his denunciator to 
have made use unauthorised modes of 
torture in the examination of criminals, 
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uch as burning the backs of persons under 
xamination with lighted joss-stick, making 
hem kneel upon bricks set up on end, and 
mploying the processes known as the Pa 
Vang I, or ‘‘ Prince’s Chair,” and Chiang 
‘tin Chu, or “General’s Pillar.” From 
‘he evidence of the clerks who took down 
he depositions of the prisoners examined 
y the prefect, although it would appear 
hat this officer did not employ any of the 
aodes of torture specified above, he none 
he less did have recourse to processes 
shich are not authorised by the law. Of 
ome of these the clerks gave a description. 
Je was in the habit, for instance, in addi- 
ion to the recognised forms of beating with 
he bamboo, kneeling on chains, etc, of 
ausing prisoners to be struck on the breast 
vith hazel (?) roda and of binding them to 
tools stood vn end against the pillars of 


he room and keeping them in that posi- . 


jon while they were beaten for half an 
hour at a time, until their bodies ran 
lown with sweat and they lost all 
yower over their movements. Another 
node of torture employed by the prefect 
vas known by the name of the K‘uai-huo 
ng, or °° Stool of Enjoyment.” The pri- 
wner, having been placed with his back to 
me of the pillars of the room, had the 
apper part of his person bound tightly to 
the pillar, while he was seated on a stool 
placed endways towards the pillar; his 
kuess were then strapped down to the stool, 
mid his heels were gradually raised by 
having bricks inserted under them. An- 
sther mode of torture adopted was described 
by the clerks as follows :—Oontumacious 
prisoners were examined at night, and in 
sddition to being kept kneeling on chains, 
astuol was strapped tightly to their backe 
to keep them in au upright position while 
their queues were tied to the topof the stoul ; 
or, again, the stool and man were tied 
tos pillar so that he could not shift his 


position when the pain became unendur- . 


able. Although the Memorialists credit 
the prefect with having adopted the pro- 
cesses of torture above described out of a 
spirit of zeal in the execution of his duty, 
such modes of dealing with prisoners are 
not sanctioned by the law and they accord- 
ingly suggest that the said prefect: be 
handed over to the Board for the deter- 
mination of a severe form of penalty. 

October 29th.—(1) Ohang Yiu-huan, 
(late Minister of the Tsung-li Yamén) is 
appointed Tao-t‘ai of the Ta, Shun, Kuang 
Circuit in Chihli. 

@ Liu Ming-ch ‘uanisappointed Governor 
of Fuhkien, but is directed to remain in 
Formosa and conduct defensive operations. 
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(3) In accordance with the ruling of the 
Board of Civil Office, Chang Chao-tung, 
Governor of Fuhkien, and Ho Ju-chang, 
Director of the Fouchow Arsenal, are sen- 
tenced to dismissal from the public service. 

(4) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kiangsi giving the usual monthly report of 
the condition of the weather and the price 
of grain in the provinoe over which he has 
jurisdiction. He has to report that the 
price of rice, wheat, aud beans in the 14 
prefectures and departments of Kiangsi 
maintained the same average rates during 
the sixth moon as those given for the 
vious month. The rainfall during the 
period under review was slightly in excess 
of the average, and iu sume places was 
particularly heavy. In the Haing-tz% and 
and Wan-nien Districts heavy rain tellduring 
the first three days of the sixth moon, flood- 
ing the low-lying lands, causing the subsid- 
ence ‘of a considerable number of advbe build- 
ings and drowning three women. From Lo- 
p‘ing reports of want of rain came in, with 
the result that the late rice crops on high 

ound have turned yellow prematurely. 

n Shang-jao Hsien the heavy rain in the 
commencement of the moon was also the 
cause of floods which resulted in the death 
by drowning of 46 people and considerable - 
damage to houses and crops. Subsequent 

returns of casualties, it should be added, 

rege the total of deaths from drowning 

to 82. 

(5) The Governor of Tli reports that he - 
has selected eight horses from the stock 
purchased by him, which he has sent to 
Peking as an offering to His Majesty, 
Since the rebellion in this region it ia 
extremely difficult to prooure horses of 
handsome appearance which come up to 
the standard of pace required, and the 
eight horses which have been picked from 
the herd after numerous trials are, the 
Memorialist regrets to say, not of uniform 
colour, though their temper is fairly goud. 
They were despatched under the charge of 
an Officer in the 4th moon by the northern 
ropte when the grass is at its best, with 
instructions to drive them very oarefully 
and to let them graze as they go. A supply 
of fodder has also been taken, 

October 30th.—(1) A Decree taking Wen 
Shao-t‘ang, a Reader of the Han-liu Yuan, 
severely to task for having specially recom- 
mended to His Majesty’s notice an officer 
who was eminently disqualified for public 
employment. The officer in question, whose 
vame is Ho Lung-chien, has been found on 
enquiry not only not to hold the rank of 
expectant prefect which his patron assigned 
to him, but to have had the audacity, when 
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thanking His Majesty for assigning him 
military preferment in Fuhkien, to assume 
a title to which he had no right. So 
abominable an act of mendacity is evidence 
of a contempt for the law which merits 
condign punishment, and Ho Lung-chien 
is to be stripped of the rank which he does 
hold and to be sent to the Board of 
Punishments for correction. Wen Shao- 
t‘ang has been guilty of gross carelesaness 
iu assigning so reprobate an individual 
a rank to which he has no claim, and in 
further suggesting that he should be 
authorised to enrol troops he has com- 
mitted a grave misdemeanour, for which he 
will be adjudged a severe penalty by the 
Board. ‘The decree concludes with a strict 
caution to officers responding to the recent 
call for the recommendation of men of 
talent to be careful that their nominees are 
fit and proper persons, and to satisfy them- 
selves by personal enquiry of the eligibility 
of such persons, under pain of condign 
punishment. 

2) Ten sticks of Thibetan incense are 
ordered to be sent to the Director General 
of the Yellow River for an offering to the 
River God iu thankful recognition of the 
benign influence of that deity by which 
freedom. from mishap during the period 
of the “‘hoar frost” freshets has been 
secured. 

(3) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a report from the Board of Punishments 
with regard to the suicide of a sula, or 
Manchu doing duty as an office servant, 


who hanged himself in the tea-room of the © 


Board of War inside the Forbidden City 
upon, the 29th of September last. The 
man, it appears, was subject to fits of 
mental aberration, during one of which he 
destroyed himself. The commandants of 
the vanguard division should none the less 
have known the man’s state and taken 
care to expel him. It was also their duty 
to have discovered who it was that had 
the audacity to let off fire-crackers in the 
Imperial precincts upon the night of the 
4th inst., and to have reported the fact. 
The names of the officers of the vanguard 
division and secretaries on duty on the 
days in question will be ascertained, and 
these officers will be handed over to the 
Board of War for the determination of a 
severe form of penalty. 

October 31st.—There are no Decrees, and 
only three Memorials, in this day’s issue, 
two of which are on matters of formal 
routine. The third is a report from the 
Governor of Kiangsi announcing the trial 
of four men for the murder of a man and 
his wife. Lin Usiieh-kou and his wife, 
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people in great poverty, lived iu a village 
in the Yung-ning District. They borrowed 
on one occasion three piculs of rice from 
one Chang Wu-kou, a friend of theirs, who 
stole the rice from his mother’s store and 
gave it them on the understanding it should 
be repaid within a given time. -Meanwhile 
his mother discovered the theft, and was 
continually abusing her son, who in his 
turn pressed Lin Asiieh-kou to make good 
his loan. This Lin continually failed to 
do, and at last on one occasion, when 
Chang was more importunate than usual, 
he and his wife set upon him and thrashed 
him. This act of ingratitude so angered 
Chang that he determined to be revenged, 
and prevailed upon a friend called Hsieh 
and two relatives of his, Hsiu-kou and 
Ch‘éng-ku, under promises of money, to 
help him to administer a beating to Lin 
Haiieh-kou. In pursuance of this inten- 
tion the four started off late one afternoon 
for Lin’s abode, all of them armed with 
carrying-poles, except Chang Ch‘éng-ku, 
who was empty-handed. They met Lin 
near his place of residence, and, after a 
few curses had been exchanged between 
him and Chang Wu-kou, the three men 
set upon him with their poles and knocked 
him to the ground, where he lay struggling 
and vowing vengeance. Chang Wu-kou, 
whose rage got the better of him for the 
moment, then sat astride of Lin, and tying 
his girdle round Lin’s neck, drew the ends 
tight and choked him. Meanwhile Lin’s wife 
had appeared, and Chany Wu-kou prevailed 
upon his comrades to treat her in the same 
way, that they might hide both bodies aud 
obliterate all traces of the murder. Chang 
Ch‘éng-ku was afraid, and went away; but 
the other three attacked the woman . aud 
knocked her down, when two of them 
strangled her, and then hid the two bodies 
in a ditch, where they were subsequently 
found, and the offenders brought to justice. 
Chang Wu-kou has been sentenced to 
summary decapitation, with exposure of 
the head, upon. which will be tatooed, 
previous to death, the characters Asiung 
fan, or murderer, half his property being 
given to the relatives of his victims. 
Hsieh Chieh-6n, his acquaintance who 
assisted him in the execution of his crime, 
is sentenced to strangulation after the usual 
term of incarceration, the characters Asiung 
fan being pricked into his face. Chang 
Hsin-kou, who assisted in the beating of 
Lin, and stood. by when Lin and his wife 
were murdered, is sentenced to banishmeut 
to a distance of 3,000 li and a hundred 
blows ; and Chang Ch‘éng-ku to a hundred 
blows aud banishment for three years. 


Nov. 1—3.] 


November 1st.—No documents of im- 


portance. 


November 2nd.—(1) A Decree express- 


* ing His Majesty’s profound regreta at the 
’ intelligence of the death of the Mongol 


Duke K‘unch‘u-k‘olinsin, to whom the 


‘ highest posthumous honours are to be paid. 


(2) A Memorial from the President of 


the Board of Punishments announcing the 
» arrival of T‘ang Chiung, Ex-Governor of 
- Yiinnan, in Peking, and requesting that 


: in the conduct of hig trial. 
s the Decree of 12th April ordering the 


high officers may be associated with them 
After quoting 


degradation of T‘ang Chiung and his trans- 
- miasion to Peking under escort for trial and 


=a 


punishment, the Memorialists state that a 


copy of this Decree was sent to the Governor 
‘ of Yiinnan with a request that he would 
. pive effect to it, The ex-Governor reached 


' Peking under escort on the 17th af October, 


: and the Memorialists would now submit 
‘ that in the conduct of trials of grave 
: import it has invariably been the custom 
. for His Majesty to depyte high officers to 


: assiat in such trials. 


It is now therefore 


‘ humbly requested that His Majesty will 
: be pleased to direct certain high officera to 


associate themselves with the Memorialists 


. in the conduct of this trial, that the care 
: may be displayed which the gravity of the 
' gase demands, a ° 


b 


q 


(3) Oh‘én Lan-pin, Senior Vice-President 
of the Uourt of Censors, Acting Vice- 
President of the Board of Ceremonies and 
late, Minister of the Taunyli Yamén, applies 
for permission to vacate his post and re- 


» tire to his native place, as his malady shows 
- Ro aymptoms of yielding to treatment at 


, which has been granted him. 


the close of the farther period of congé 
The Me- 
morialist has long suftered from an affec- 
tion af the Jiver, which manifests itself 
whenever he feels the effects of the weather 
by giddiness, pains in the loins, and numb- 
ness in the extremities. This affection used 
to yield to treatment, but it has been ag- 
gravated by exposure to the elements on 
the two occasions upon which the Memori- 
alist has crossed the ocean. This summer 


he has felt particularly unwell, and at the 


close of the repeated extensions of leave 
which His Majesty has been pleased to 
grant him, he felt a singing in his ears and 
suffers from dimness of vision betokening 


_@ general break-up of hia constitution, 


which his medical advisers assure him that 
nothing but complete rest will restore.— 
Request granted by Decree of 17th October. 

(4) The Governor of Kueichow announces 
the trial of the wife of Li Ma-érh, one of 
the leaders of the recent inaurrectionary 
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movement in that province, which was sup- 
pressed under the circumstances already 
reported to His Majesty. ‘The woman in 
question was captured with her husband, 
who has already been decapitated, and was 
handed over to the Judge for trial. That 
officer now reports that after vigorous en- 
quiry the woman adheres to the following 
statement which no cross queationing can 
snake: She is twenty-seven years of age, 
and a native of Yung-ch‘uan Haien, in 
Szechuen, having been married from her 
childhood to one Chu, whose pseudonym 
was Li Ma-érh. Her grandparents and 
paranta were dead, and she had no, uncles, 
brothers or children. Her husband took 
her with hing to Kueichow last year, and they 
went to live at Chin P‘en Lan in the Taun-i 
District, where her husband plotted sedi- 
tious schemes with certain others in spite 
of her repeated protests. Her hysband 
took her with him again when the military 
were in pursuit of him, and she was cap- 
tured by them in K‘ai-chow. She was in 
no way an aider or abettor in the seditious 
acts of her husband, 

The law lays down that the wives and 
daughters of criminalg guilty of treasonable 
or seditious acts shall be given as slaves to 
the officers or soldiers of one of the pro- 
vincial garrisons, and ag the woman in 
question has been found not to have been 
associated in tha seditious schemes of her 
husband or to have aided and abetted him 
in their execution, the Memorialist pro- 
dases to deal with her in the manner pre- 
acribed in the law above quoted.—Referred. 
ta the Board. 

November 3rd.—(1) The usual annual 
applications for grants of rice in aid of the 
various charitable institutions in Peking 
and its. environs are made in this day's 
issue by the Governor of Peking and his 
deputy and the Governor of the Shyn-t ‘ion 
Prefecture. The following is a list of the 
establishments, with the grants reepective’s 
allotted to each by a separate decrge whic: 
was earlier published : 

The Kuang Jén T‘ang, an establishment 
for the maintenance of children and widows, 
situated in the south of Peking, piculs 3uQ. 

The P‘u Chi ‘I'‘ang, where the poor ara 
housed and fed, also in the south of Peking, 
piculs 500. 

The Tz‘t Shan T‘ang, a night refuge for 
the poor, in the south of the Chinese city, 
piculs 300. 

The Lu Kou Chi‘iao guest kitchen, pieuls 
400. 

The Memorialists explain that although 
the harvest has been good this year, the 
distress caused by last year’s fluods is still 
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very great, and in some places the last 
harvest has not been plentiful owing to 
want of rain in the early spring. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of Hli. 
Previous to the rebellion in this region the 
salaries of the Princes, Dukes and nobility 
of the Turgut and Khoshoit Mongol tribes 
in the Ili region were furnished by the 
Financial Treasurer of Kansuh, the presents 
of satin which it was customary to bestow 
upon these dignitaries being prepared at 
the Imperial manufactories at Nanking 
from lists furnished at regular-intervals by 
the Governor-Goneral of Shensi aud Kan- 
suh, to whom the consignments were sent 
when prepared, and distributed amongst 
the recipients. When the rebellion broke 
out in this region during the reign Tfung 
Chih, the Board of Revenue suggested to 
His Majesty that the above mentioned 
grants should for the time being be furnished 
from Peking, a proposal which received 
His Majesty’s approval. Since that date 
the Board have continued to issue these 
allotments, but the Memorialist is now in 
receipt of a communication from them in 
which they state that as tranquillity now 
reigns throughout the whole of the New 
Dominion the old order of things must be 
reverted to, commencing from next year. 
Inasmuch, however, as the Ili Treasury 
has no funds to meet the expenditure for 
salaries to these members of the Mongol no- 
bility, which amount annually to Tis. 9,000, 
and as the Board has decreed that the 
Governor-General of Shensi and Kansuh 
must as heretofore arrange for the provi- 
sion of the satin for presents, it is but 
fitting that the salaries of the Mongol no- 
bility should also be provided by the Kan- 
suh Treasury. The Memorialist would 
accordingly pray His Majesty to issue in- 
structions in that sense to the Governor- 
General T‘an Chung-lin. Rescript: Let 
the Board of Revenue write to the Governor- 
General of Shensi and Kansuh to take 
action in accordance with established 
usage. 

November 4th.—(1) At the solicitation 
of the Censor of the Central Division of the 
Metropolis and others grants of rice are 
ordered to be issued from the Government 
granaries to the following charitable estab- 
lishments a the issue of gruel, 
Ch‘ao-yang Ko, central ea 
Wo Fo Ssii, east city......... | 300 piculs 


Foundling, , Saceees a month, 
Ta Mo Ch fang, south c city... ose = aa atk 
Ch‘ang Ch‘uang Ssii, west city siedstaw 
Chuan T‘a hu-t‘ung, 4, 55 | ireheigte 
Yuan Tung Kuan, north city | 

Liang Chia Yiian, RD 
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- due this year from Shantung are to be 


[Nov. 3—4. 


Grants in aid are also given to the fol- 
lowing charitableestablishments, which are 
not able to meet the demands for food that 
are made upon them : 


Piculs, 
Ch‘ung Shan Tang .....2........c0000 sooue 300 
Po Shan Tang ........ccccssacsocscceeeeceee 300 
Kung Shan Tang ...........ccccccsscsceeves 300 


Mahommedan moweane in Chiao-tzii 
hae tung crccoace See 
Nan-hai warm refuge near Oh‘ao-yang 
Gate... sees cecsdeseeeseneecabecanees ome 
Yii Ch‘ing Kuan warm refuge .......... 150 
Wang-tsii Shang warm refuge ascessoee 150 
Heing Shan 2 sssancoee 150 


(2) The following appointments are an- 
nounced : 
Hait Ying-k‘uei, Financial Commissioner 
Chékiang ; Li Chia-lo, Judge of Kiangsu. 
(3) P‘an Yii, Governor of Kiangsi, is 
ordered to come to Peking and await other 
employment. 
(4) 100,000 piculs of the tribute grain 


eoenanacvcce 


retained in that province fur the relief of 
the sufferers by flood. 

(5) Té Ching (f§ %) is appointed 
Governor of Kiangsi. 

(6) A Memorial from Hai Hai, the newly 
appointed Hoppo at Canton, announcing 
that upon taking over the accounts of that 
office he finds that not only is there no 
actual balance in his treasury, but that 
considerable arrears are owing. He re- 
views the accounts of the Canton Superin- 
tendency of Customs for several years past 
in support of his statements, giving a mass 
of figures quoted in a most confusing man- 
ner from which the following abstract is 
compiled. 


Foreign Customs Receipts from 1st October, 
1881, to 19th May, 1884. 








1882. Surplus, Deficit. 
Tis. Tis, Tis. 
Canton ......... 
Swatow ......... 1,649,239 Nil. 121,545 
Kiungchow..... 1883. 
Pakhoi ......... 1,667,317 186,455 
China Mer- | 
chants’ Co.... 
1884. 
973,077 507,694 ° Nil. 
Deficit on receipts prior to 
1SB1....cessecessssesseeres dass 2,918, 906 
694,149 3,040,451 
694, 149 
Total deficit Tls. 2,346,302 





Nov. 4—5.] L 


Canton Tax 
Swatow Cap-sui- Stations 


Kiung- mun Pak-hoi 
Year, chow Opium aud Total. Surplus, Deficit, 
Subsi- Station, Kien- 

diary chow, 

ports, 

Tis. Tis. Tis, Tis. Tis. Ths. 
1881..187,761 202,865 17,457 408,084 262 
1882. .190,494 147,846 23,790 361,070 7,003 
1883..192,087 266,698 23,147 481,938 97,142 .... 
1884..197,048 260,121 19,204 476,374 167,439 .... 

—-¥884.. 80,740 82,147 8,293 171,48 5,753 ..., 
Sappy.? : Ss ne 


Total surplus.... 270,334 
Total deficit .... 8,165 


Surplus balance... 262,169 


8,165 


There is nothing in the figures or ex- 
planations offered by the Memorialist to 
indicate the manner in which the deficit 

. has been created or to what Department of 
State or individuals the arrears are due; 

the arrears being apparently confined to 
the foreign Customs account. ‘The figures 
have a certain interest, none the less, as 
they show the returns supplied by the 
native ‘Custom Houses in the jurisdiction 

- of the Superintendent of Customs at Canton 
during several years past. 

November 5th.—{1) A Memorial from 
Pien Pav-ti, Acting Governor General of 
Hunan and Hupei, aud P’eng Tsu-breien, 
the Governor of the latter prevince, 
demonstrating the impossibility of carrying 
out @ proposal laid before His Majesty by 
Tadug Kuo-ch ‘tian that a collectorate might 

- be established at Wan Hu To in Hupei for 

the levy of a lekin tax of 3 cash a catty on 
Szechuen salt, the proceeds of which levy 
were to be devoted to the military expendi- 
ture of Auhui and Kiangsu which there 
were ‘not funds enough at present to meet. 
This scheme haviug received His Majesty's 
consent, the fact was intimated to the 
Memorialists by the Governor General 
Tsdng Kuo-ch‘iian. On referring the mat~ 
ter the matter to the Financial Commis- 
sioner, the Salt Intendant, and the ‘laotai- 
in charge of the central bureau for 
the levy of lekin on Szechuen salt, 
these officers have protested against the 
adoption of the measure proposed on 
the ground that the funds for military 
expenditure in Hupei are derived from the 
lekiag on Szechuen salt, aud that a competi- 
tion on unequal terms between Huai and 
Szechuen salt in the Hupei area would 
prejudicially affect the sale of the latter, 
and consequently diminish the revenues of 
Hupei. , 

he Memorial proceeds to explain that 
an arrangement was last year made with 

_ the Governor General of the Two Kiang 
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that wherever markets were opened for the 
sale of Szechuen salt in Hupei similar 
facilities should be accorded for the sale of 
Huai salt, the salt from both areas paying 
an identical amount of lekin. Under this 
arrangement the sales of Huai salt gradual- 
ly increased, with a corresponding diminu-, 
tion in the amount of Szechuen salt 
disposed of, greatly to the detriment 
of the Hupei revenue. In order to meet 
the expense of defending the Yangtsze this 
year it was arranged that as a matter of 
temporary expediency: an extra levy of one 
cash per catty should be made on all Huai 
and Szechuen salt passing into Hunan and 
Hupei. The proceeds of this extra tax were 
to be applied to the repair of the ‘T‘ien- 
chia Chén Fort, the purchase of foreign 
guns and gunpowder, and the maintenance 
oftwo battalions of mewly enlisted irregulars. 
As the extra charge thus imposed would 
fall apon the consumers, no ivjury would 
be done to the salt merchants themselves, 
white as the Huai and Szechuen salt were 
expused to the same amvuunt of taxation 
their relative market price would not be 
affected. ‘The arrangement proposed by 
the Governor General, on the other hand, 
would be tantamount to the imposition of 
differential duties upon Heai and Szechuen 
sult respectively, which would result in 
atifli g the sale of the latter, which 
already competes with Huai salt at a dis- 
advantage. An extra tax of 3 cash would 
not allow of Sxzechuen salt being suld 
except at a loss, and smuggling would 
then be mevitable, with the result that Huai 
salt would be at a disadvantage, thus in- 
juring the revenues of Kiangsu as well as 
those of Hapei. The annual revenue de- 
rived from salt in Hupei is over a million 
taela, and if this be stupped, where, it 
may be asked, are the funds for military 
expenditure to come from? ‘The ab- 
solutely impecunious condition of the Hu- 
pei treasury and the importance of the 
efficient maintenance of the Yangtsze 
defences at the present juncture, to- 
gether with the obligation to enlist fresh 
regiments of irregulers in response -to the 
ZTmperial commands, render the present a 
most inopportune moment for interfering 
with the local revenue as the scheme under 
consideration will inevitably do. As a 
matter of compromise it would perhaps be 
possible to impose another cash a catty 
on Szechuen salt in addition to the two 
additional cash already sanctioned by His 
Majesty. Of the total of 3 cash-a catty 
thus raised one half might go to Kiangsu 
and the other half to Hupei. This arrange- 
ment, though it would certainly restrict 


sales, would not seriously affect the capital 
invested or prevent the import of Szechuen 
salt. (Referred to the Board of Revenue.) 

November 6th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Goveruor of Uliasut‘ai aud his deputy pray- 
ing His Majesty to punish a certain Mongol 
high officer for wilful neglect of duty. It has 
always been the rule that the oftice of De- 
puty Governor over the military forces at 
Uliasut‘ai should be held by high functiou- 
aries from one of the four Khalka tribes who 
tuke it in turns to reside at Uliasut‘ai, aud 
‘deal with the business connected with the 
affairs of the various tribes, while if any 
matter arises he is on the spot aud can be 
despatched to attend to it. This autumn 
it became the duty of the Deputy Governor 
‘of the ‘I‘ushetu Khanate to come on duty, 
but on receiving orders to that effect he 
pleaded sickness and send an officer from 
his league tu represent him @t Uliasut‘ai. 
This officer after getting half way thither, 
‘also pleaded sickuess which prevented him 
from coming. A delay of over a month 
‘eusued, while orders were being despatched 
‘urging fulfilment of his duty by the De- 
puty Governor, and answers were received 
thereto during which time there was no 
‘one to carry on the official daties of the 
post, a state of things which was most un- 
‘constitational. Sv bad an example as has 
been set by the said Deputy Governor 
Ov’ésérhpacharh has already been imitated 
by tho officer he sent to represent him, aud 
as the general character of the Monguls of 
late years has been marked by deceit 
‘and trickiness, 
special service by unaathorised change 
‘of procedure and the feigning of ill- 
ness is sure to find imitators, and unless 
astringent rules are ‘drawn up for the 
prevention of acts of this nature the 
public business will ‘certainly be delayed. 
The Memorialists pray therefore that His 
Majesty will be pleased to strip the said 
Ot‘ésérbpacharh of lis oflice of Deputy 
Governor and to enact that in future the 
penalties for avoidance of military service 
shall be inflicted upon those Mongol officers 
who shall plead sickness as an excuse for 
evading the duties of Deputy Governor 
when their turn for taking oflice comes 
round, Sentence of dismissal is passed, 
and the other suggestion approved by Re- 
acript appended to the Memorial. 

November 7th.—(1) Decree announcing 
Chinese victory in Tamsui, published in the 
N.-C. Daity News 17th Nov. 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a representation from a minor official in 
one of the 'metropulitan departments alleg- 
‘ory that in the process of eulisting ‘irregular 
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this attempt to evade 


(Nov. 58. 





troops in Hupei aud Hunan much hardship 
has been inflicted on the people. lucondemn- 
ing this state of things the Decree enun- 
ciates the principle that discipline is one of 
the essentials of military organisation, and 
the question is asked what will be the 
extent of the tyranny and oppression exer- 
cised over the people when these recruits 
are formed into an army, if the former are 
already the Victims of their lawlessness at 
the outset of their employment. The high 
authorities of the provinces in question are 
to see that the laws of military discipline 
are properly made known, and they are 
warned that they will be held responsible 
for any acts of tyranny on the part of 
recruiting officera within their réspective 
jurisdictions. 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor of fli 
reporting that the accounts of expenditure 
incurred in repairing the pavilion erected 
over the Imperial autographic tablet at 
Ko-téug Shan (see Gasette of Auguat Slst, 
1883.) have been sent in by the Command. 
aut of the Ocldt division of the military 
colonists to whom these repairs were en- 
trusted. His accoont amounts to Tie. 
2,198.5.7.4.5.1 aud is supported by guarau- 
tees that the items of expenditure are 
correctly stated. The Memorialist has 
satisfied himself of the solidity of the 
workmanship by sending au officer to in- 
spect it, 


November 8th.—(1) A Memorial from | 


the Acting Governor of Hunan reporting 
the receipt of a petition from Kuo Sung- 


- tao, late Minister to‘England, Tséug Kuo- 


han, brother of the present Minister, awd 
many other influential gentry of the pro- 
vitrce, announcing the death of Liu Yueh- 
chav, former Governor General of Yunnan 
aud Kueichow, who was ‘cashiered for 
having been unnecessarily long in proceed- 


ee yet ne OR See ARO 


ing to this post after ‘audience at Peking. : 
Liu Yueh-chao had been a prominent officer | 


in the campaigus against the rebels in 1860 
and following years when they overran the 
Hu Kuang provinces, having especially dis- 
tinguished himself in tle retief of Chang- 
sha, Pao-yung Fu and ‘other places. His 
valour and success in this and neighbour- 
‘ing provinces during a military ‘career of 
nearly a score of years hed earned for him 


‘a wide popularity, and now that he was | 


dead his friends ventared to hope that His 
Majesty would be pleased, following the 
precedent affurded by similar cases, to res- 
tore the deceased officer to the rank and 
titles of which he had been deprived. — 
Granted by Rescript. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor-Gen- 
eral of the Hu Kuang provinces aud tke 
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Governor of Hupei declaring the impossi- 
bility of complying with the demand of the 
Board of Revenue that the Hupei tribute 
tice shall be forwarded in kind. The 
system of commutation has been in force 


in Hupei since the {noumbency of the 


Governor-General Hu hin-yi in the early 
years of Hsien ¥éng, and the tax has been 
paid with readiness and alacrity, but 
successive generations of Governora-Gen- 
aral have steadily protested against the 
auggestion of the Buard that payment in 
sind should be resumed. The Governor- 
General Hu Lin-yi who initiated the pre- 
went system has long since demonstrated 
the impracticability of ‘the ocullection in 
kind from the popular point of view, and 
there are equally strong objections to its 
fesumption from an official standpoint, of 
which the priucipal are the want of boats, 
the dilapidated condition of the public 
gravaries, the silting up of cauals, and 
many other necessary adjuncts to the re- 
sumption of the otd order of things, the 
reversion to whith would entail a heavy 
initial expenditure. As however the large 
demands on the Peking granaries require 
tu be supplemented by fresh supplies, the 


Memorialists propuse as in former years, tu 


order the purchase by an agent of the 
China Merchant's Company of 30,000 piculs 


of rice which will be forwarded by that — 


Company to Peking, the balauce of the 
tribute grain being sent in its money 
equivalent,—Referred to the Board of 
Revenue, ; 
November 9th.—(1) A Joint Memorial 
from the Tartar Generals at Sui-yuau and 
Kuei-hua Chng, announcing their de- 
parture for a place called Pav-t‘ou Chén, 
to settle a disputed boundary question 
between the T‘umed and the Talate tribes, 
in which investigation the Captain General 
of the Ikh Chao League is assuciated with 
the Memorialists. As the two tribes had 
no records to produce in support of their re- 
spective claims, and the charts they severally 
preseuted gave ‘different names, a personal 
survey of the ground became necessary, 
as deputies sent by the Memorialiats failed 
to settle the question. 
‘eral of the Ikh Chao league was according- 
ly instructed to call upon the nobles and 
administrators of the Tulate tribe to repair 
with their papers and all their witnesses to 
a place called Pao-t‘ou Chén where they 
were directed to be in readiness for the 
arrival of the Memorialista on the 20th of 
October, sinrilar orders being given to the 
T‘umed tribe. The Memurialists propose 
to meet at this place, the Memorsialist 
K‘o-méng-o (‘Tartar General at Kuei-hua 
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The Captain Gen- . 


Ch‘éng) first visiting Kuang-chio Ssi to 
settle a disturbance there between the 
Lama priests, : 

November 10th.—(1) Olohopu is ap- 
pointed Grand Secretary, and Eu Lin is 
directed to continue his charge of the 
Huai-an Customs for a se¢ond period. - 

(2) In a Postscript Memorial Ts‘én Yii- 
ying solicits the bestowal of posthumous 
honours on a liberal scale upon six officers 
who have succumbed to the malarious 
climate iu Tonquin, His request is granted 
by Reascript.. 

November 1ith.—(1) A Decree. The 
Board of Civil Office report that in obedieuve 
to command théy have determined on a 
severe penalty. As an Act of Special Grace 
We commute the penalty of dismissal from 
the public service which ‘I's6ug Kue-ch ‘tan, 
Governor-General of the ‘I'wo Kiang, ought 
to Undergo, to deprivation of rauk with 
retention at his post. 

(2) Olohopu is appointed Director of tlre 
Board of Revenue, 

(3) Wu Ta-chéng is. appvinted Senior 
Vice-President of the Court of Censors, 

(4) En Ch‘éng is appointed President of 
the Board of Civil Office and Assistant 
Grand Secretary, Ch‘ung Ohi obtaining 
the post of Presideut of the Board of Re- 
venue. : 

(5) A Decree sanctioning the application 
of the Governor-General Li Hung-chang 
that one Wu Ju-ch‘ing, who is nearly 
eighty years old, should be allowed the 
privilege of attending a second time at the 
banquet to successful candidates at the ~ 
examination for the degree of provincial 
graduates, he having reached the sixtieth an- 
niversary of his attainment of that distine- 
tion Asa mark of special favour a brevet 
uae of the second degree is bestowed upon 

im. ' 
(2) A Decree authorising the extension 
of the recent exemption from arrears of 
land tax previous to the 5th year of the 
present reign to the lands in Chihli belong- 
ing to the property of the various Banners, 
the rents of which are in arrear, 

(3) Aun appeal from Ho Ju-chang in his 
capacity of Director of tire Fuochow Arsenal 
soliciting His Majesty’s sanction to an 
extension of the limit of time assigned for 
the presentation of the accounts of the 
Arsenal, The last accounts presented went 
up to the end of the eighth year of Kuang 
Hai, and the returns of last expenditure 
should now be sent in. Delays occurred 
iu their preparation owing to the difficulty 
of separating the expenditure for certam 
appliances fur the forts, which were con- 
structed by the Arsenal, from the regulat 
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dockyard account. This was at last 
achieved, and the annual account was in 
course of preparation when the French 
fleet suddenly made their appearauce in 
the Min river and anchored in front 
of the Arsenal, where work became brisker 
than, ever and the officers were em- 
ployed d«y and night in manufacturing 
‘torpedoes and other engines of war, and 
‘accounts could not be attended to. Under 
these circumstauces it is hoped that His 
Majesty will permit the presentation of the 
‘accounts to be postponed antil the precau- 
tion for defense are somewhat relaxed.— 
‘Granted by Resoript. 

(4) A Memorial from Li Sirén, Imperial 

‘Agent at Hsi-niny, reporting his departure 
for Kokonor to perform the annual libations 
‘to the God-of the Desert (7) the ceremonial 
observances to be performed in other places 
in this region being conducted by a deputy 
appointed by the Memorialist. He con- 
vened the usual meeting of Mongol princes, 
‘dukes, dzassaks, and -daiji, to whom he gave 
‘a banquet, the guesis being seated in the 
“order of tlre rank. Silk amd satin coats, 
‘dress materials, feathers, battons, ‘daggers 
‘and packets of tea were presented to them 
‘aa prescribed by the regulations, while 
liberal gifts were bestowed upon the heads 
‘over thousands ‘and ‘handreds belonging 
‘to each tribe. ‘The princes and nobles 
were rejoiced at the favours shown them, 
‘aud prustrated themselves with their faces 
towards the Oapital in grateful recognition 
‘of the Imperial bounty. The Memorialist 
‘took advantage of the occasion to exhort 
‘them to exercise the most rigid control 
‘over their people, and to attend peaceably 
‘to the grazing of their flucks aud herds, 
‘refraining from avy acts‘of a turbulent 
‘character. : 

(5) A Postscript Memorial from the same 


‘oflicer complaining that no Imperial Re- | 


‘acript has been sent him in reply to his last 
syear’a report of his aunual journey to the 
Kokonor region ‘or to a Memorial apply- 
4ny for permission to confer an hereditary 
title of chitin ‘wang upon a certain Mongul 
who was the legal heir ‘to the title, despite 
the fact that it was claimed by the uncle 
of the deceased prince, who further took 
his nephew's widow tu himself asa con- 
‘cubine. A Rescript appended to this Me- 
inorial states that nefther of the reports 
‘referred to reached the’Cuurt, and orders are 
given for enquiry to be made along their line 
of route as tu what has become of them. 

November 12th.—(Qourt Circular) Hesii 
‘Ch‘éng-teu requested parting instructions 
sprior to his departure as Minister to Japan, 
‘aud was granted audience of leave, 
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(2) Tséng Kuo-ch ‘iian, Governor-General 
at Nanking, reports that Ch‘en. Pao-: 
ch ‘én, Assistant Superintendent of Southeru : 
Trade, has received telegraphic news from; 
Foochow of his mother’s death on the 18th ‘ 
October. Ch*én Pao-ch‘én being her omu: 
son he is bound by law to vacate his post: 
and go into mourning, and he telegraphed | 
to the Tsungli-Yamén that in view of the: 
argent circamstances of the case he pro- : 
posed to start immediately for his native! 
place. The Memorialist went to see him: 
‘on the 20th of October and ‘did his best to: 
‘console him for his loss, advising him noti 
to abandon himself utterly to his grief but 
to restrain ‘his feelings within the bounds| 
of decorum. Ch‘éu P‘ao-ch‘én left Nau-| 
king by steamer for Shanghai the same 
day, from whence he will go to Foochow 
by another steamer. 

November 13th.—(1) A Decree: Chang: 
P%ei-lun lays before Us certain facts he} 
has ascertained regarding the conduct of | 
tlre commanders and officers of the steami 
vessels and war junks engaged in the actiou | 
at Pagoda Anchorage, and requests Our 
sanction to the treatment of these officers; 
in various ways. First Captain Lit Wéu- 
ehing (Lee Buah) when his steamer wasi 
atrack by a shot retreated forthwith, aud 
as a mere sentence of dismissal would be 
insufficient to mark the measure vf his 
ingratitude we command that he be sent 
into servitude on the military post roads. 
Chien Ping-nan, commodore in command 
of the war junk contingent, displayed 
‘arrant cowardice and hypucritical deoeit- 
faluess; he will therefure be forthwith 
‘cashiered. In thevase of Lin Oh‘eng-mo, 
‘steamship lieutenent, there are -extenuat- 
ing ‘circumstances tn view of the fact that; 
‘his ship was small and he was wounded ;{ 
his case therefure need not be further cou-/ 
‘sidered. 

(2) A Decree granting the usual winter! 
donation of one month’s extra pay and 
rations to the officers and men‘of all the! 
regiments, Manchu ‘or ‘Green Standard, : 
stationed in Peking. ’ 

(3) A Decree anirotncing the mtention 
of His Majesty, upun'the felicitous occasion ' 
of the 60th anniversary of the birthday vf 
Her Majesty the Empress Dowager, tv 
bestow marks of Imperial ‘favour upon. 
the relatives of all officials of the first: 
or second grade who have attained the aze: 
of eighty years. Enquiries are to be made 
for such through the proper channels, and 
a list of names is tu be sent to the Grand. 
Council for submission to His Majesty. 

(4) ‘The usual winter donation of tw: 
mouths pay aud rations is ordered to be; 
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wued to the Imperial clansmen and Gioro | importance, and that the prompt construc- 


tho are out of regular employment. An 
xtra month’s pay and rations are to be 
iven to widows and orphans of this class 
a addition to the one month’s extra pay 
hey usually have. 

(5) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
&a Memorial presented by Ts‘éu Yii-ying 
n behalf of Liu Jung-fu, leader of the 
‘Blaek Flags,” thanking His Majesty for 
he title of Commander-in-Chief which has 
een bestowed upon him, and submitting a 
ist of names of those officers who have dis- 
inguished themselves as well as those who 
‘ave Jost their lives while fighting gallantly 
wder his leadership both in previous 
ctions against bauditti and this year 
gainst the French. The decree proceeds 
oO enumerate a list of the rewards g.ven, 
commencing with the title of first captain 
wd winding up with the allotment of the 
r»osthumous honours assigned by law toa 
sorporal, Tis. 5,000 from the Privy Purse 
we, by order of Her Majesty the Empresas 
Dowager, to be given to Liu Jung-fu for 
listribution amongst the most deserving of 
iis men. : 

(6) A Sub-Memorial from Li Hung-chang. 
4s previously reported by Memorialist, the 
ine of land telegraph from Shan-hai Kuan 
i Newchwang and Lii-shun K‘ou (Port 
Arthur) along the sea coast which was be- 
ng rapidly proceeded with was expected to 
wst about Tis. 100,000. Of this amount 
Eis. 79,000 wae, with His Majesty’s per- 
nission, to be drawn from the balance of 
ihe funds provided for the sale of grain at 
teduced rates to the poor, the Memorialist 
propusing to consider with the Military and 
Civil Governors of Feng-t‘ien the practica- 
bility of providing the balance of the re- 
quired amount froin the debt on Ch‘ang- 
lu salt owing by that province, Having 
communicated this proposal to the two 
‘ficers above mentioned, the Memorialist 
is now in receipt of a reply from them, in 
which, while they recognise the utility 
Irom @ military ‘point of view of rapid 
sommunication between the pravinces of 
Chihli and Feng-t‘ien and their obliga- 
tion to bear a portion of the cost of the 
telegraph line, they regret that the sale of 
Ch‘ang-lu salt in their jurisdiction has 
fallen off of late from various causes to 
such an extent that the revenue derived 
from this source is insuflicient to meet the 
local expenditure that it was estimated 
would this year be covered, by thé income 
from salt. In view, however, of the facts 
that war is already an accomplished fact, 
that telegraphic communication between 
Chibli and Féng-t‘ieu is of great strategical 
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tion of a line is enjoined by Imperial 
Decree, it behoves them to make a supreme 
effort to raise the required amount. They 
_ have accordingly instructed the Salt Com- 
missioner to furnish them with aloan from 
his treasury of Tis. 20,000 as their share 
of the cost of laying down the line. This 
amount will be considered as a payment of 
the debt owing on Oh‘ang-lu salt for the 
year 1866. The Memorialist concludes, 
with the assurance that the strictest eco- 
nomy shall be exercised in the work of 
construction. 

November 14th.—(1) A Memorial from. 
the Governor of Honan reporting his re-. 
turn to the provincial capital after a tour. 
of military inspection in the north and 
west of the province. During the course of 
this tour he inspected twenty regiments, 
all of which were put through various ev- 
olutions and acquitted themselves credi- 
tably. He found the men as a whole hardy 
and strong, and the regiments up to their. 
proper strength, The movement of the. 
maen in the various evolutions they were. 
put through was uniform and regular, and 
their volley firing was simultaneous. ‘They 
shewed themselves to be deft at sword and 
spear practice, and the bows they drew 
varied from six to ten catty power. 

The gingal practice, too, was fairly good, 
most of the men being placed in the first 
or second class, while the double gingal 
firing earned most second and third class, 
ratings, The arms were also inapected and 
found to be in good order, efficient, and 
complete. QOertain minor officers have been 
disrated for iueflictenoy and the deserving 
have been rewarded in the presence of 
their comrades as a stimulus to further 
activity. Qertain regiments which have not, 
passed an altogether satisfactory inspection 
are mentioned in a separate memorial, 
The Memorialist is happy to inform Hia 
Majesty that he found the country through 
which he passed in a prosperous condition, 
while profound contentment prevailed 
amongst the people. 

November 16th.—A Decree ordering 
Wang Pang-hsi, a Reader of the Han-lin 
Yiian, to becommitted to the Board for the 
determination of a penalty in consequence 
of his ill-advised recommendation to the 
, Throne of an expectant Tao-t‘ai in Chihli 
called Huang Jui-lan, whom he declared 
to be well versed in naval matters. 
Upon reference to the Governor General 
Li Hung-chang he reports the said Huang- 
Jui-lan to have no knowledge whatever of 
naval tactics or the management of vessels 
of war. He further gives the man a chay- 
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aoter for independence of control and 
atupidity, while he is so boastful and arro- 
gant in his conversation as to convey the 
impression that his mind is affected. 
The Governor General relieved him of the 
special duties he had some time since as- 
signed to him in consequence of his be- 
haviour, and although he does not go so 
far as to say that there is any improper 
conduct recorded against the man, he cer- 
tainly considers him quite unfit for em- 
ployment. Huang Jui-lan will be ordered 
to return to his native place and be placed 
under strict official surveillance; Wang 
Pang-hsi will be handed to the Board for 
the determination of a penalty. - 

November 16th,—-(1) A Deoree acknow- 
ledging receipt of a report from the Court 
of Censors who state that a petition has 
been filed with them by a graduate of 
Chihli and other persons protesting against 
the recent arrangements for draining the 
Ku-yang and Tzii-ya rivers in that province 
which have been sanctioned by Imperial 

- Deoree on the faith of recommendations 
submitted by Hstt Shu-ming, Director of a 
minor Metropolitan Court, the special 
commissioner sent down ta survey the 
ground. The petitioners allege that the 
carrying out of the scheme proposed by 
Hatt Shu-ming will result in disaster to 
over 300 villages and nine departments 
and districts, and submit a map in support 
of their assertion. The Governor-General 
of Chihli is directed to investigate the truth 
of this and a similar complaint submitted 
by independent petitioners, and to furnish 
His Majesty with an early repart. 

(2) A Memorial from the Tartar General, 
Governor-General and Governor of Fuh- 
kien. In the year 1864 a foreign drill 
instructor was engaged by the Fuhkien 
Government for the initiation of a certain 
number of officers and men into the system 
of foreign drill, the force consisting of 200 
men fromthe Governor-General’s command, 
300 from the city garrison, 200 frem the 
Governor’scomman4d,and 300 from the troops 
belongingtothe Tartargarrison. Theforeign 
drill instructor having subsequently been 
discharged and sent back to his country, 
most of the men were withdrawn, but 300 
still remained who were divided into two 
companies and drilled regularly ou the 
archery-ground attached to the yamén of 
the Tartar General. This Force, the 
Memorialists have to report, has this year 
been once more raised to 1,000 men, over 
whom 41 officers have been placed, and the 
necessary equipment of arms and accoutre- 
ments has been served out tothem. They 
have further to report that in view of the 
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long line of coast to be defended in the f 
neighbourhood of San-chiang K‘ou they 
have supplemented the naval force there | 
by 316 officers and men with the oorres- | 
ponding veasels and armament, 

(3) A Sub-Memorial from the Governor. {: 
General and Governor at Foochow report 
ing that they have assigned the Tartar. |' 
General a supplementary allowance of Tis, 
600 a month to meet his extra expenditure 
while remaining at Ch‘ang-mén, where he 
has been in occupation ever since the French 
fleet entered the Min. His Majesty’s sanc: |- 
tion is solicited to this arrangement. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

November 1%th.—(1) A Decree annonne- | 
ing the receipt of a memorial from P*an 
Tiyg-hsin, Governor of Kuangsi, reporting 
a series of signal victories over the French 
in Tonquin, and forwarding lists of officers 
recommended for gallantry, with supple- 
mentary lists of the killed and those who 
have succumbed to the climate. 


The Governor-General reports that an 
engayement took place upon the banks of 


the river opposite Lu-an Heien (Ra) { 
on the 2nd of Qctober between General Su | 
Yuan-ch‘un and the French troops. The ; 
musketry and cannon fire was heavy and ; 
the slaughter immense, fighting also going ; 
on the opposite bank. One of the enemy's | 
vessela was destroyed by the Chinese ; 
troops, wha rased the fort at Lu-an to, 
the ground. Qn the 6th of Qctober ; 
the French vessels came up to a placa 
called Ch‘uan-t‘ou in the same District, 
and a simultaneous attack was made by 
land and water. General Su Yuan-ch‘yn 
and Brigadier Ch‘éu Chia engaged them at 
different points, and several collisions oc- 
curred in all of which the Chinese gained 
the day, the slaughter being great. General 
Ch‘én Chia was wounded during tha 
fight, but bound up his hurts and con- 
tinued the struggle. Fighting went on 
until the 10th of Qotober, in the course 
of which a French general officer was 
killed and a large number of the enemy, 
exclusive .of those wounded. General 
Fang Yu-shéng and Brigadier Chou Shou- 
ch‘ang also came into collision with the 
enemy on the 8th of October at a place 
called Tun-hsieh-lang. A list of rewards 
follows, at the head of which stands the 
name of Su Yuan-ch‘un, upon whom is 
bestawed the hereditary title of ch‘t-te-yt, 
and the white jade feather-tube, thumb- ¢ 
ring, dagger, etc. Ch‘én Chia, besides the : 
feather tube, etc. has the yellow riding 
jacket bestowed upon him and is to hare ' 
his pame recorded for pramotion tu the 
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substantive rank of provincial Commander- 
in-Chief. The remainder of the rewards 
announced occupy over seven pages of the 
Gazette. 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of the report of two High Commissioners 
sent to Shantung to investigate the truth 
of certain charges brought against the 
Governor of Shantung who was accused 
by a Censor and others of wasting the 
public works in an inefficient manuer, 
his reports of the measurements of 
sertain embankments constructed under 
his supervision being, it was alleged, un- 
true. He was likewise accused of giving 
less than the proper price for the,land bought 
by him upon which these embankments 
stood, and of acting in a vexatious and op- 
pressive manner. Another charge against 
him was that on the very day upon which 
his embankment burst he gave a banquet 
and theatrical representations in celebration 
of the completion of the works, 

These charges have been found by the 
Commissioners to be one and all untrue 
and ure therefore dismisssed, but the at- 
tention of the Governor is called to the 
suggestion of the Commissioners that he 
should be responsible for the preservation 
of the people’s embankments as well as of 
the public ones, and he is directed at once 
to take steps for the repair of the breaches 
in the former which are due to his want 
of forethought. The Governor is also called 
upon to consider the possibility of provid- 
ing outlets into the sea for the surplus 
waters of the Yellow River, and is reminded 
that while he has not shrunk from hard 
work during the many years for which 
he has occupied his present post, he has 
none the less failed to avert a succession of 
disasters which are a testimony to the 
ettictonly of the measures adopted by 

im. 

November 18th.—(1) A Decree acknow- 
ledying the receipt of a report from the 
Buard of Revenue, to whom a scheme for 
the re-arrangement of the civil. adminis- 
tration of the New Dominion, drawn up by 
Liu Chin-t‘ang, had been submitted. As 
this scheme, embracing four heads, viz, 
the detention of a certain military force, 
the formation of permanent garrisons, the 
establishment of a civil executive, and the 
allotment of land to military’ colonists, 
corresponds in the main with the ‘earlier 
scheme submitted by the Board, they are of 
opinion that its adoption is advisable. By an 
earlier arrangement proposed by Tso Tsung- 
t'ang the New Dominion was constituted a 
province, and it has now been divided into 
circuits, sub-prefectures, departments gud 


Google 


districts. Under the presént scheme, the 
assistant Governors and other officers in 
different parts of the New Dominion will be 
withdrawn and their duties will be amalga- 
mated in the person of one high officer to 
whom the title of Hsin Chiang Hsiin Fu 


(2h 8 #€) is given, and under him 
will be a Financial Commissioner, The 
Military Governors, Assistant Governors, 
and Agents, whose offices are to be abolish- 
ed, together with the Lieutenant Governor 
of Urumtsi will, upon the arrival of 
the new Governor and Financial Commis- 
sioner, give over charge to them and await 
His Mujesty’s commands as to their further. 
‘employment. Liu Chin-t‘ang is called 
upon to express an opinion as to the ad- 
visability or the reverse of the abolition of 
the posts of Military Assistant Governor of 
Tli (one) and Commandant of the Forces at 
Tarcagat‘ai (two). The complement of 
Baunermen and Green Standard troops 
forming the standing army of the New 
Dominion is to be that suggested by Liu 
Chin-t‘ang, and he is called upon to sug- 
gest for His Majesty’s approval any further 
arrangements that may be found to be 
necessary a8 the new régime comes into 
operation, 
- (2) A Decree announcing the result of an 
‘enquiry into a number of charges brought 
against the Governor of Honan by a Censor, 
which have been proved by the High Com- 
missioners sent to investigate them to be 
without foundation. They suggest how- 
ever that the levy of duties upon the poppy 
is likely to give rise to abuse, and the 
Governor ia accordingly directed to enun- 
ciate afresh the prohibition against the 
cultivation of the plant, and algo to proceed 
no further with a scheme he has set on 
foot fur deepening the water courses of th- 
province, an undertaking which the varyin- 
conditions of the country render of doubte 
ful advantage in some places. While reg 
cognising the zeal and single-mindedness 
which has characterised the administration 
of the Governor during the many years 
for which he has held his present post, he 
has none the less failed in certain instances 
in the arrangements he has made for the 
execution of new enactments and the en- 
forcement of prohibitions, and the Board 
are called upon to mark His Majesty’s 
disapproval of the Governor’s conduct by 
inflicting a penalty upon him. 

(3) A Decree ordering the Imperia, 
Librarian’s department to prepare a tablet 


for presentation to the mother of a formey 


Tao-tai in Chihli who has attained the agg 
of a hundred years, the further honours to 
be bestowed upon the aged dame ip 
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question being determined by the Board 
of Ceremonies. 

(4) A Decree from Her Majesty the 
Empress Dowager, announcing her will 
that certain provincial high authorities 
shall share in the favours distributed upon 
the felicitous occasion of the attainment of 
the fiftieth anniversary of her natal day. 
The Grand Secretaries Li Hung-chang and 
Tso ‘I'sung-t‘ang, with P‘ény Yii-lin, Pre- 
sident of the Board of War, whose loyalty 
sincerity and zeal in the protection of the 
interests committed to their charge are 
deserving of commendation, are each to 
have an Imperial autographic tablet be- 
stowed upon them. The following officers 
are also selected for the bestowal of the 
honours attached to their names :— 

Chin Shun, Governor of Ili, restoration 
to rauk and titles. 

Liu Chin-t‘ang, Adininistrator of the New 
Dominion, to have the brevet of President 
of a Board. 


Chang Yao, Provincial Commander-in- 


Chief for Kuangtung, to have the brevet 
of Governor of a province. - 

Yang Yo-pin, former Governor-General 
of Shensi and Kansu, who left his aged 
mother at His Majesty’s bidding to take a 
military command, is to have an Imperial 
autographic tablet and two pieces of satin 
bestowed upon his mother ; Ting Pao-chén, 
Governor-General of Szechuen; Tan 
Chung-lin, Governor-General ‘of Shensi 
and Kansu ; Pao Ch‘ao, formerly Comman- 
der-in-Chief for Hunan ; and Lei Chéng- 
kuan, formerly Commander-in-Chief at Ku- 
yuan, are to be committed to the Board for 
the determination of marks of distinction, 

(5) The Grand Council have received 
His Majesty’s verbal commands that there 
shall be no attendance at Court upon the 
25th, 26th, 27th and 28th of November of 
the various departments who come on the 
rollster for duty on those days. 

(6) A further Decree from the Empress 
Dowager bestowing the following distinc- 
tiens wpon princes who are not of the Im- 
perial line and other metropolitan high 
officers : 

Prince Po-yen-na-mo-hu (son of the late 
Prince Sankolinsin) is allowed to ride in 
a four-bearer chair. 

Prince Li is to be committed to the Im- 
perial Clan Court for the determination of 
a liberal form of reward, and his son is 
created a Imperial Duke of the 4th degree. 

The Grand Secretary O-lo-ho-pu is given 
a peacock’s feather. 

The Assistant Grand Secretary Yén 
Ching-ming, and Chang Chih-wan, are to be 
committed to the Board for the determina- 


Google 


[Nov. 18—20, 


tion of a liberal form of reward, and varioutf. 
other officers are singled out for distinction. | 

(7) A further Decree conferring honour 
upon the relatives of the Imperial family. 

The son of Prince Shun has the title of 
Chén Kuo Chiang Chiin, or Imperial Noble 
of the ninth degree, bestowed upon him. | 

The youngest son of Prince Kung is given 
the salary allotted to adult members of tlie}. 
Imperial Nobility in the rank to which le 
belongs, viz., the 4th degree. 

Prince Ch‘un is to have an Imperial auto- 
graphic tablet with the words SMEG 
** He gives Excellent Counsel for the Ad- 
ministration of the State” inacribed upon it, 
and hia son is given the salary allotted to 
adult members of the grade of Imperial nobi- 
lity to which he belongs (the 4th degree.) 

rince Hui is given the pay of an Imperial 
Prince of the first order. 

The Beileh Yi K‘uang (President of the 
Taung-li Yamén) is raised to the dignity of 
an Imperial Prince of the second order 
under the title Prince Ch‘ing (  #f £ ) 
The Beileh Yi Yin is given the brevet of 
Prince of the second order. 

The Beilehs Tsai Yi and Tsai Ying are 
each to receive a present of Tis. 1,000. | 
Yi Mo (grandson of Chia Ch‘ing) is to be: 
raised to the rank of Beitzi, while three: 
youths of the same generation as the late. 
Emperor are admitted as students in the 
Imperial Library. | 

November19th.—(1) A Decree appointing ! 
Liu Chin-t‘ang Governor of the ‘ New: 
Dominion” under the title of Kansu Hain 


Chiang Hatin Fu (HMRBSH but he} 
retains his title of Imperial High Commie. ! 
sioner for the Administration of the New: 
Dominion. { 
(2) Wei Kuang-tao (ARB) is appointed | 
Financial Commissioner or Lieutenant’ 
Governor of Kansu Hain Chiang, his place 
as Financial Commissioyer of Kansu being 
taken by ‘I'‘an Chi-hsiin, the present Judge , 
of that province. | 
November 20th,.—(1) A Decree in answer 
to a Memorial from Liu Chin-t‘ang aud 
T‘an Chung-lin, soliciting the bestowal of 
marks of Imperial approbation upon various 
provincial high authorities who have fur. 
uished subsidies during past years to Kansu 
and the New Dominion. The following 
officers are committed to the Board for the 
determination of a liberal form of re 
ward :— 7 
Ting Pao-chén, Governor-General, Sze- . 
chuen ; Mu-t‘u-shau, Tartar General, Fou- 
chow; Tseng Kuo-ch‘iian, Governor. | 
General, Nanking; Yii Lu, late Governor, 
Anhui ; P‘an Wei, late Governor, Kiangsi: 
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aia Ping-chang, Governor, Chekiang ; Wei 
fung-kuang, Governor, Kiangeu; Li Wén- 
ain, late Governor Kiangsi ; Ch‘en Shih- 
hieh, Governor Shantung ; Kuei Pin, 
cting Governor Shansi. 

The following are given # button of the 
rat grade : 

Pien Pao-ti, Acting Governor-General 
fu Kuang ; Chéng Fu, Director General 
fellow River ; P‘éng Tsu-hsien, Governor 
{upei; Lu Fu-lin, Governor Honan ; 
‘ion Pao-ch‘tian, Governor Shensi ; Lung 
thi-yiin, Acting Governor Hunan ; Lu 
ihih-chieh, Acting Governor Auhui. 

(2) Wang Pang-hsi, Reader of the Han- 
in, is sentenced toa penalty of deprivation 
f two steps of commutative rank with re- 
aoval to another post for careless recom- 
iendation of an undeserving oflicer ; he is 
arther relieved of his duties in the Im- 
erial schoolroom. 

(3) By an Act of Special Grace, the penalty 
f dismissal from the public service to which 
he Board decide that P‘an Wei, Governor 
f Kiangsi, has rendered himself liable, is 
ommuted to deprivation of rank and titles 
lith retention at his post. 

(4) Tséug Chi-tsé (the Marquis Tséng) 
s appointed junior Vice-President of the 
board of War. 

(5) Ch‘én Yi (B& #4) is appointed Judge 

ans. 

(6) A Memorial from the Governor of 
hensi requesting His Majesty’s sanction to 
temporary abatement of the law requiring 
year's detention of criminals of a certain 
lass under sentence of death before put- 
ing the sentence into execution. Two 
vars ago the Board of Punishments 
uggested that the sentence of summary 
xecution on the spet should be restricted 
» aix classes of offenders whose crimes 
artook of the nature of seditious move- 
lent, and their suggestion was approved 
y His Majesty. ‘I'he Memorialist fully 
acognises the necessity of due care being 
tercised in the infliction of capital 
wnishment which this measure is intended 
ysecure, but he would submit that the 
mdition of Shensi necessitates some re- 
ation of this law at any rate for the 
resent. The province of Shensi is con- 
guous to no-less than five provinces, and 
/@ refuge for lawless characters from 
zechuen, vagrants from Hupei and Ho- 
an aud disbanded braves from the west, 
ho, being aliens, have no police record 
gainst their names but none the less are 
t collusion with all the bad characters in 
te province. During the few months 
tat the Memorialist has held his pre- 
ub post some dozen and more cases 
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of serious robbery have occurred iu which 
more than one murder has been perpe- 
trated, and the tithing and other systems 
for the prevention and detection of crime 
have proved unavailing to stop them. 
The chief reason for the influx of 
strangers into the province is to be 


found in the comparative cheapness of the, 


necessaries of life, which attracts numbers 
of people, ostensibly small traders or appli- 
cants for waste land, but in reality a 
migratory and predatory class who live 
by oppression of the resident population. 
They work in small gangs of four or five and 
commit armed acts of highway rubbery in 
open daylight, making burglarious attacks 
upon householders at night; and nothing 
but stringent measures will keep their 
evil propensities in check. This class of 
crime does not come strictly within the 
category of those for which summary ex- 
ecution is allowed, for the perpetrators are 
local rebels in the strict sense of the term, 
not mounted banditti, neither have they any 
uniforms to establish. their identity ‘as 


_ Vagrant braves, nor are they members of 


any afliliated society. They are none the 
less mischievous than some of the above 
classes for which summary execution is 
permissible, and it is therefore requested 
that discretionary power may be ‘given to 
the Memorialist to cause the prompt execu- 
tion of some of the more flagrant offenders, 
—Referred to the Board of Revenue (?). 


November 21st.—(Memorial from Liu 
Ming-ch‘uan announcing Chinese  vic- 
tory at Tamsui, which has already been 
published.) 

November 22ud.—(1) The privilege of 
riding on horseback within the Forbidden 
City is conferred on the following officers : 
Chang Chia-hsiang, Vice-President of the 
Board of Civil Office, and Assistant, Teacher 
in the Imperial schoolroom ; Sun Chia-nai, 
also a Vice-President and assistant tutor in 
the same department ; Shan Ch‘ing, Lieu- 
tenant General of the Red Han-chiin Ban- 
ner ; T‘o Lun-pu, Deputy Lieut. General of 
the Bordered White Banner, and Hsii Kéng- 
shén, Member of the Grand Council and Vice- 
President of the Board of Punishments. 

(2) A joint Sub-Memorial from Chang 
P‘ei-lun, Mu-t‘u-shan, and Ho Ching (Tar- 
tar General and Governor General at Foo- 
chow respectively), whuse names are placed 
at the head of the Memorial in the order 
above given them, reporting the following 
additions to the furce under their command, 
To force under Chu Ming-liang one battalion. 
Admiral P‘eng Ch‘u-han...... 5, % 
Brigade-General Chang Té-shéng 90 men. 
First Oaptain Ch‘en Wéu-hung... 164 ,, 
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Captain K‘ang Ch‘ang-ch‘ing 

at the Ch‘ang-mén Fort... 120 gunners, 
Captain (ow deyraded)Chang 2 

Ch‘éngatthe Kim-p‘ai Fort 50 yi 
Ts‘ai K‘eng-yeh, ex-General 

in command of the Min-an 
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orpedo officers and men 185. 

(3) A Memorial from the Tartar General at 
Foochow in his capacity of Superintendent 
of Customs reporting the despatch of Tls. 
3,000 to Formosa to Liu Ming-ch‘uan for 
distribution amongst the soldiery, and 
his acknowledgment of the receipt of the 
same. On the 24th of August last the 
Memorialist received a telegram from the 
Tsungli Yamén transmitting a Decree from 
the Empress Dowager ordering the Memo- 
rialist to send the sum of Tls. 3,000 from 
the Privy Purse to Liu Ming-ch‘uan for 
distribution amongst his troops, this amount 
to be deducted from the subsidy from the 
Fuhkien Customs due to the Board of 
Revenue, and the despatch of the money 
being confidentially reported to the Tsungli 
Yamén. Orders were accordingly sent to 
the Amoy Customs to send an officer over 
with the sum in question to Formosa, and 
this officer has now returned with a receipt 
for the money given him by Liu Ming- 
ch‘uan. 

(4) A Memorial from the Acting Director 
General of the Grain Transport declaring 
the impossibility of reducing the force 
under his command. The Memorialist has 
received from the Board of War a copy 
of a Memorial from that Board in answer 
to certain proposals from the Tsung li Ya- 
mén with reference to the effecting of 
economies in military expenditure and the 
centralisation of the military forces of the 
Empire. This Memorial from the Board 
proposed ‘that reductions should be made 
in the salaries and pay of officers and 
soldiers, and suggested that in view of the 
altered conditions of the Grain Transport 
service, the Director General of that 
Department should be called upon specially 
to consider what reductions could be made 
in the staff at his disposal. In reply the 
‘Memorialist begs to state that his predeces- 
sor in office has already solicited Flis 
Majesty’s permission to postpone consider- 
ation of the reduction of the troops under 
the command of the Director General of 
Grain Transport in view of the urgent 
need that at present exists for the 
maintenance of extra precautions for de- 
fence. ‘The corps of men employed in the 
preservation of the southern portion of the 
Grand Canal consists of four lieutenants, 
four sergeants, nine corporals and 760 
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rank and file, whose duty it is to police - 
and keep in order the Grand Canal from | 
the borders of Shantung to Yangchow— , 


a distance of over 1,000 li, if both banks 


are reckoned. Between these points there . 


are only 12 stations, at each of which the 


number of soldiers varies from 30 to 70 . 


men, which is insufficient to guard against 
mishap even in ordinary seasons, and much 
less so when the water is high. The 
number therefore is absolutely irreducible, 


while even if it were, no saving would be : 


effected, as the force is entirely self-sup- 
ported, the men being paid by allotments 
of military Jand which is either cultivated 
by themselves or let out to other people, io 
application having ever yet been made for 
assistance to the Board. It is therefore 
requested that the question of reduction 
may be allowed to be abandoned.—Granted 
by Rescript. 

November 23rd.—No documents of im- 
portance. 


November 24th.—(1) A Decree ordering : 


the oftice for the preparation of Imperial 
inscriptions to prepare a tablet as a thank- 
offering to the tutelary deity in the District 
of Fu-kou iu Honan. The Governor of the 
province reports that during the time of 


the wien-fet rebellion, when the rebels were | 
harrying the country round, the town itself . 
was continually saved from their hands by : 


the invisible aid of this divinity. Of late . 


years also the God has repeatedly responded 
to prayers for succour in seasons of dearth 
aud excessive rain. 

(2) A Memorial from Shu Chin-li, Cen- 
sor of the Western division of the imetro- 
polis, who is joined in his representations 
by the supervising Censor K‘ung Haien-i, 
reporting the following case : 

A few days since a doctor living in the 
Western part of the Chinese city of Peking 
came to the Censor’s office and lodged a 
petition complaining that he had been 
brought before a self-constituted tribunal 
consisting of characters of a low type, who 
had applied torture to him and with knives 
in their hands had compelled him under fear 
of his life to draw up a contract by which 
clothes and other articles were extorted 
from him. The doctor’s story appeared so 
improbable that the police magistrate was 
ordered to inspect him, when weals were 


found in large quantities over his body, | 


which had been caused by a cane or some 
similar instrument of flagellation. Being 


then called upon to name his assailant tie ; 


doctor stated him to be a certain Wén Yii- 
ching, a bitgeshi or official clerk in the 
Board of Revenue. Having ascertained 
that there waa such an individual, the 
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Memorialists sent for him, when he stated 
that he had gone security for the doctor, 
whose name was Chang Kuei-lin, in a loan 
of Tis, 200 from a man called Wang, but 
. he positively denied that he had any con- 
cern in the beating of the doctor or in 
extorting money from him. It was pointed 
out to the clerk that if the doctor was 
beaten by some one else, it was curious 
that he should state that the assault was 
committed in a back’ room of his, the 
clerk’s, house, and that his admission of 
having gone security for the doctor gave 
culour to the charge that he had forcibly 
compelled him tu draw up a deed of loan 
under false pretences. The clerk could 
. Make no satisfactory answer on these points, 
and as the Memorialists have been informed 
that Wen Yii-ching has a private gambling 
establishment and issues spurious cash notes 
there is reason to credit him with other 
acts of a lawless character. As he is a 
titular official it is requested that His 
. Majesty will order that he be removed from 
his duties for the time being and committed 
to the Board of Punishments to be examined 
. with Chang Kuei-lin, and finally dealt with 
as the law requires. . 
(3) Amongst a list of officers recom- 
mended by the Governor General at Foo- 
chow and his colleagues for retention in 
the Fulkien fleet is one Ts‘ai Kuo-hsi 
(# BB YF) 2 Cantonese, who holds the posi- 


tion of tt tw recorded fur employment. This 
officer, who joined the navy as a student, 
rose gradually in his profession, aud came 
to Fuhkien in 1875, when he was appointed 
tu the steam corvette Yang Wu as instruc- 
tor, being attached to that vessel when she 
went out cruising to Japan and the British 
Colony of Singapore. On his return to 
Foochow he was appointed to the command 
of a vessel of the left division, and has 
gained considerable experience of the con- 
dition of the coast during the many cruises 
he has taken. : 

November 25th.—(1) A Decree acknow- 
ledging the receipt of reports feom the 
Board of Civil Office and other depart- 
ments submitting lists of the relatives of 
metropolitan and provincial high officers 
holding substantiveappointments, who have 
exceeded the age of eighty years. The 
following aged persons have been selected 
fur the bestowal of marks of distinction 
upon the felicitous occasion of the fiftieth 
anniversary of the birthday of the Empress 
Dowager, and to each of them is given an 
Imperial autographic tablet, a jade ju i set 
in red hard-wood, two pieces of Nanking 
silk dress material, aud two pieces of satin 
dress material ; 
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The grandmother of Liu Chin-t‘ang, Go- 
vernor of the New Dominion ; 

The mother of Ch‘ing Fu, Secretary of 
the Grand Secretariat ; 

The father of Li Shéu, Imperial Agent 
at Hai-ning ; 

The mother of Shang Ch‘ang-p‘an, De- 
puty Lieutenant General at Canton ; 

The mother of Lin Shu, late President 
of the Board of Works ; 


The mother of Ch‘ting K‘ai, Deputy 
Lieutenant General, recently degraded ; 

‘he mother of Yang Yo-pin, late Go- 
vernor General of Shensi aud Kansu,. 


(2) A joint Memorial from the Guvernor-- 
General of the Hu-kuang provinces and the 
Governor of Hupei announcing the capture 
and execution of two members of.a secret 
society, one of whom had undertaken to. 
raise a hundred men to assist in the recent | 
insurrectionary movement at Hankow which 
was frustrated, while the other had been 
proved conclusively to have been-a leader 
of an affiliated society. The Memorialists 
considered the summary execution of these 
men in the present state of affairs to be a 
matter of expediency, as the arrest of 
members of affiliated societies is being 
prosecuted with exceptional rigour. 


November 26th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
fifteen sticks of Thibetan incense to be sent 
to the Director-General of the Grain ‘I'rans- 
port to be offered by him to the River God 
in thankful recognition of the aid of that 
deity inaverting mishap in the lower section 
of the Grand Canal during the period of 
the hoarfrost freshets. 


(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Shéng-king reporting that he. has lowered 
the duty on bean vil from 200 to 120 cash. 
Of the thirty-six articles of production on 
which duty is levied in the Féug-t‘ien 
province bean oil is the mostimportant, and 
for many years past the tax upon it has been 
200 cash pec hundred catties. A deputation 
of people engaged in this trade have recent- 
ly waited on the Memorialistand represented 
that the price of oil has fallen so much of 
late as to render the present duty exces- 
sive, reducing their profits to a minimum. 
The Memorialist having gone into the 
question finds thatthe experimentary im- 
position of local duties was suggested by 
Ching Lun, one of his predecessors, as a 
means of replenishing a Treasury exhaust- 
ed by the drains upon it during a period of 
military operations, aud the rate of 200 
cash per 100 catties was imposed upon oil, 
which was then acostly article. The trade 
in this commodity has fallen off consider- 
ably of late, and prices have so diminished 


as to cause the abandonment of the trade by 
many of those engaged init, whilethe heavy 
rate of taxation has diverted a portion of the 
trade that does remain to other places. A 
corresponding decline in the revenue re- 
ceipts is manifested, and in order to check 
this decline, put a stup to smuggling, and 
stimulate the industry, thereby increasing 
the revenue as well, the Memorialist has, 
after consultation with his staff, decided to 
reduce the duty to 120 cash per hundred 
catties.—Rescript : ‘I'he Buard of Revenue 
will take cognisance. 


(3) A Memorial from the Acting Governor 


of Shansi ad interim submitting a state- 
ment of his views on the subject of the 
modification of the arrangements in force 
with regard to the treatment of convicts 
under sentence of banishment in the degrees 
of chiin, liu aud t‘w sent to the province 
over which he has jurisdiction, this report 
being submitted in response to a repre- 
sentation of the Board of Punishments that 
the continual escapes of convicts of these 
three classes indicated a necessity fur re- 
form in the system. The Memorialist would 
report that the class of convicts known as t‘u 
fan, or those who are banished to a compara- 
tively short distance for a given number of 
years not exceeding four, do not reach 
Shanai in any numbers and are released at 
the expiration of their term, so that there 
is uct much difficulty in disposing of them, 
_while the number of absconders is few. 
The convicts of the chiin class, who are 
banished for life, and of the liw class whose 
limit of banishment varies from 2,000 to 
3,000 Ui, and whose term of servitude is 
terminable on occasions of general am- 
nesty, are on their arrival in the province 
told off to different districts and con- 
signed to the custudy of the heads of 
villages and tithings. As their numbers 
used to be few it was not difficult to exercise 
supervision over them and excapes were 


comparatively rare, but the two amnesties” 


that were granted in the year 1881 caused 


au increase in their numbers owing to the 


quantity of criminals whose sentences were 
mitigated (sc. from death to banishment). 
Some departments and districts had then 
as many as several score of convicts allotted 
to them, which increased the difficulties of 
supervision aud led to alarge number of 
escapes. Thi crimes of the convicts of this 
class are for the most part those which 
have been committed under the influence 
of momentary anger or the pressure of 
poverty, and when they arrive at a strange 
place away from their homes and deprived 
of the means of exercising their calling it 
is naturally vain to expect them to become 
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law abiding subjects if nothing is done to ; 


render them contented by providing them 
with the means of life. ‘The suggestion of 
the Board of Punishments that some em- 
ployment should be found for them is rea- 
sonable enough, but the province of Shansi 


offers few opportunities of employment . 


for those requiring work. 


The soil is: 


poor and the people are economical, while - 


public works are seldom 
The people monopolise all the farming 


undertaken. « 


and porterage work, and even were this : 


not the case they object to consorting 
with the convict class or joining with them 
in agricultural pursuits. It remains there- 
fore for the authorities tu find these men 
something to do, aud the Moemorialist 
proposes that in future the more serious 


offenders shall be alloted to various yaméus | 
as servants, runners, or country police, | 
receiving pay and rations according to the : 


Government scale, and being under the 


superintendence of trustworthy head-men. ; 


Minor offenders can be cousigned to : 


various village elders and tithing masters, 
and furnished by the authorities with a 
few thousand cash to start them in a small 
peddling business at the various yamén 
gates, they being required to report them- 
selves twice a month. 


The Memorialist - 


would suggest however that the banishment : 


of this class to the New Dominion be resumed 
as soon as the conditions of that region 
permits of the arrangement. As regards 
criminals of the chiin class, which was 
instituted as an intermediate step between 
ordinary banielhment and death by strangu- 
lation, the penalty carries with it the 


imposition of hard labour of a painful and - 


laborious nature, and the convicts sre 
divided into three classes, viz., fa chin, 
those banished to a distance of 2,000 li, 
chin pien, near the frontier, and pien yuan, 
a distant frontier. The last two classes, 
however, are no longer sent to the frontier 
but distributed amongst the various depart- 
ments and districts, being, in fact, on 
precisely the same footing as criminals of 
the liw class, 


This creates an anomaly, for. 


it often happens that criminals of the first ; 


degree of the liw class whose sentence is 
increased one degree in consequence of 
aggravatiny circumstances find themselves 
placed in the chiin category, where they are 
actually better off than if they were convicts 
of the first degree of the liw class, being 
banished to a distance of 2,000 li instead 
of 3,000 li as the worst of the Ziv class are. 
Tn order to avoid this anomaly, the Memo- 
rialist would suggest that a distinction be 
made between the two classes by causing 
convicts of the chin class to wear the 
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cangue for three months.—Referred to the 
Board of Punishments. 

November 27th.—The greater portion of 
this day’s Gazette is occupied with a joint, 
- Memorial from the high authorities of 
Kuangtung reporting the result of an en- 
quiry into the circumstances under which 
a District Magistrate committed suicide by 
taking poison. The Magistrate in ques- 
tion, whose District was Lo-hui, which 
post he had filled since the end of 1878, 
was subject to periodical derangement of 
the liver, one of which attacks came on dur- 
ing an examination of military students he 
was conducting last autumn, the malady 
being provoked, doubtless, by over exer- 
. tion in inspecting the archery competition 
of over 800 candidates. Some five days after, 
the subsidiary examination had to be held, 
but the Magistrate felt so unwell that 
. after some twenty names on the list of 
examinees had been checked off he was 
_ obliged to retire into hia inner apartments, 
. leaving the work of checking the names to 
the Director and Sub-director of Studies. 
_ On the following day he felt so ill that he 
 suepended the examination and applied to 
his Prefect and Tao-t‘ai for leave, when the 
Prefect of K‘iungchow, in whose jurisdic- 
tion the District lay, sent an Expectant 
Magistrate to take his place. Meanwhile 
_ the prefectual examinations at K‘iungchow 
came on, and the Director of Studies at 
‘ Lo-hui had to go K‘iungchow with the 
- candidates, leaving the Magistrate alone. 

During their absence his malady increased, 
aud eo distressed him that he declared he 
would commit suicide to avoid the pain 
and discomfort, an intention which he 
succeeded in carrying out by swallowing 
opium, in spite of the constant care and 
vigilance of the members of his family. 


November 28th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
the remission of all penalties past and pre- 
sent inflicted on princes, nobles and metro- 
politan and provincial officials civil and 
and military who are at present in active 
employment, whether these penalties be 
degradation, fine, or deprivation of rank 
with retention in office. This act of cle- 
mency is promulgated in honour of the 
auspicious anniversary of the birthday of 
the Empress Dowager. 

(2) By a special Decree, verbally com- 
- municated tothe Grand Council, the follow- 
- ing officers are declared to be excepted 
from the foregoing privilege ; 

Té6 Fu, Commandant of the Vanguard 
Division ; 

_ Shéng Tai, Secretary of the Grand 

Secretariat ; 
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Té@ Chien, Duke of the first degree (a 
brother-in-law of the Empress Dowager. ) 

(3) A Decree grauting privileges facili- 
tating their promotion to Hetieh Fu-ch‘én, 
Yao-t'ai of the Tfung Yung Circuit in 
Chihli, and Wang Shou-chéng, Prefect of 
Tientsin, who have come to the capital to 
implore the blessing of Heaven upon Her 
Majeaty on the occasion of the Imperial 
Birthday. 

(Note.—These two officers are the ama- 
teur doctors who cured the Empress about 
two years ago on the occasion of a serious 
illness. ) 

November 29th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
the partial restoration to rank of a number 
of officials who have been cashiered in years 
gone by for various offences. This act of 
clemency is promulgated in honour of Her 
Majesty’s birthday. Amongst the more 
prominent of these officials, of whom there 
are some sixty odd named, aré Ch‘ung Hon, 
late President of the Court of Censors and | 
Ambassador to Russia; Pao T‘ing, late 
Vice-President of the Court of Ceremonies; 
Li Ho-nien, late Governor of Honan ; 
Ching Jui, late Brigade-General at Ma-lan 
Chén; Wén Hai and Mao Lin, late Oomp- 
trollers of the Imperial Household ; and 
Wang Chao-lan, Prefect of K‘ai-féng Fu. 
All those of and above the 5th grade are 
allowed to assume a rank two degrees lower 
than that they were holding at the time of 
their disgrace. 

(2) A Decree: Let Li Hung-chang be 
invested as Grand Secretary of the Wén- 
hua Throne Hall, Ling Kuei of the Wu- 
ying Throne ‘Hall, and O-lo-ho-pu of the 
Ti-j‘6n Pavilion. : 

(3) Tue Governor of Auhui requests per- 
mission to order the commander of a steam 
war-vesael under his jurisdiction to limit the 
term of the commauder’s mourning for his 
mother, who has recently died, to twenty- 
seven days, which will be spent in ‘bar- 
racks. He ia induced to solicit permission 
for the application of the rules of mourn- 
in that prevail in a state of war, as the 
question of defence at the present moment 
is of great importance, and it would be in- 
expedient just now to introduce officers of 
inexperience in place of tried commanders, 
—Resoript: We bave taken cognisance. 

November 30th.—No documents of im- 
portance. 

December 1st.—In a Sub-memorial the 
Governor of Shantung reports that the 
fleet of empty grain-junks from the north 
reached Lin-ch‘ing K‘ou on the 27th of 
August, and as there was a good head of 
water in the canal at that time the aluice 
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was at once opened and 435 junks were 
passed out into the Yellow River and 
crossed over to the Grand Canal on the 
other side. Sixteen junk owners decided 
to remain in the northern section of the 
Canal. The Memorialist is happy to be 
able to report that the junkmen behaved 
themselves in an orderly manner and re- 
frained from molesting the people in any 
way. 

Daseutber 2ud.—(1) A Joint Memorial 
from the Tartar General and Deputy Lieu- 
tenant General at Ning-hsia, Some time 
since the Memorialists received by Board 
of War express a communication from 
the Shén Chi Ying calling upon them 
to prepare a squadron of 250 cavalry 
in readiness to be sent to Peking. In 
compliance with these orders 271 officers 
were selected aud placed under the com- 
mand of a Colonel who put them through a 
regular course of drill in preparation for 
their removal. This has already been 
reported to His Majesty, and application 
was made simultaneously to the Governor- 
General of Shensi and Kansu for the grant 
which it was proposed he should be called 
upon to make. In reply the Governor-Gen- 
eral stated that he could only furnish tents 
for these troops, and that the regimental 
funds must be drawn upon for the necessary 
furs and other travelling equipment re- 
quired for the troops in question; as he 
had no money avaibuble. e added that 
two regiments of infantry destined for 
Peking had marched by way of the grass 
country, and the cavalry contingent should 
adopt the same route, the Memorialists 
themselves calling upon the authorities 
along the line of route to provide for the 
wants of the detachment. The Memorialists 
then wrote to the Board of Revenue point- 
ing out the difficulty of sending cavalry by 
the same route as the detachments of 
infantry, who had gone down the Yellow 
River by boat, and requesting further 
instructions; but before their answer 
was returned a pressing letter came from 
the Shén Chi Ying saying that no report 
had been received by the Court in 
answer to the call for 250 cavalry, and 
demanding that these be despatched at 
once to Peking for defence purposes. 
Upon receipt of this peremptory call the 
Memorialists sent for the officers and 
men of the cavalry squadron and ex- 
horted the former to maintain strict dis- 
cipline on the march, the latter being 
cautioned to refrain from molesting the 
people along the line of route, aud the date 
of their departure was then fixed for the 
29th of October. As, however, there are 
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no funds in the provincial capital from 
which to defray the necessary expenditure | 
for rations, fodder, etc. on the march, aud _ 
no authority for this expenditure has been 


- received from the Board, the Memorialists 


have been obliged tq borrow from mer- 
chants and other all but Tis. 3,000 of the 
Tls, 15,120 which it is computed will be 
required to supply the men with travel- | 
ling equipments and necessaries for three 
months. Forty large carts will be required ; 
for the ammunition, tents, and cooking | 
utensils of the men, and as these cannot | 
be supplied along the grass country route , 
it is proposed to send the squadron by the | 
Government road through China Proper. 

December 3rd.—A Memorial from the 
Superintendent of Imperial Manufactories 
at Hangchow reporting the completion of | 
a portion of the large order for brocaded | 
dragon robes, sleeveless gowns, jackets, and 
other articles of apparel, with pieces of ; 
silk and satin fabric required for Imperial ! 
use. This order, which was finally reduced ! 
to 3958 articles, or twenty per cent. of the i 
original demand, was computed at TIs. | 
200,000, which was to be provided from ! 
the land tax, lekin, and salt revenues, and | 
upon a representation as to the difficulty of | 
raising this money at once being made to 
His Majesty various delays in the execti- | 
tions of the order were sanctioned by the: 
Throne, and certain variations in the pat: ! 
terns ordered were made by the depart: 
ment that issued the demand. Work was’ 
ultimately commenced on the 5th of July, * 
and in answer to repeated demands for, 
funds the Memorialist was furnished during | 
the two following months with Tla. 30,000 ! 
by the Financial Commissioner. By dint | 
of working day and night 478 garments 
have now been completed and were seit 
forward by sea on the 4th November. A 
total of ‘Ils, 70,000 only has as yet beeu 
sent to the Memorialist, leaving a large 
sum yet to be provided, which has been 
borrowed for the time being from the funds 
set apart for the annual indent, and it will 
be necessary to await the receipt of fresh 
funds before the balance of this supple- 
mentary order can be completed. 

December 4th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Governor of Honan denouncing a Dis- 
trict Magistrate from whose treasury the 
sum of Tis. 4,268 deposited there en rout: 
to the provincial capital was stolen by an 
armed gang of robbers. The lawless condi- 
tion of the northern portion of Honan 
caused the Memorialist some time since t 
issue stringent orders to the various local 
authorities to exercise special vigilance in 
policing the departments and districts 
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ander their charge, but notwithstanding 
‘hese orders the magistrate of the Ch‘i dis- 
wict has reported to him that on the night 
of the 24th of October a number of burglars 
slimbed over the wall of his yamén, forced 
heir way into the treasury, and in spite 
f the strenuous opposition of the under- 
ings in charge, all of whom were 
younded, carried off the sum of Tls, 4,268, 
thich was being taken to K‘ai-fényg Fu 
ind which had been deposited in the trea- 
wry that evening. In passing through 
Jh‘i Haien during a recent tour of military 
nsnection the Memorialist had been struck 
vith the nonchalant manner in which the 
nagistrate of that place carried on public 
susiness, aud had already directed the pro- 
vincial- committee to remove him. This 
avidence of disapproval failed however to 
itimulate him to exertion, with the result 
shat the robbery above reported took place. 
The Memorialist, being of opinion that the 
fact of his being about to leave his post 
should not be allowed to be regarded as an 
axtenuating circumstance, has the honour 
to suggest that the said magistrate be de- 
prived of his button and allowed two 
months within which to recover the plun- 
Jer and capture the burglars, under pain of 
evere punishment if he fails to do so. 

(2) A Memorial from the Superintendent 
of Imperial Manufactories at Soochow re- 
porting the completion of the reduced order 
tor brocaded robes which were required for 
[mperial use and presentation to princesses 
and titled ladies on the felicitous occasion 
of the Birthday of Her Majesty the Em- 
press. As previously reported, the cost 
of this order was estimated at Tls. 200,000, 
of which Taels 52,000 are still owing to 
him from the Kiangsu treasury. By dint 
of great exertion and keeping the men at 
work day and night he has succeeded in 
completing 478 robes of various kinds, the 
designs upon which have been woven in 
accordance with the altered patterns sent 
by the eunuch Liu Tséng-lu through the 
manufactory department of the Imperial 
Household, and the articles were despatched 
by sea on the 27th October in order to be 
in time for the court festivities. Only half 
of the order for silk and satin fabrics has 
beeg completed and sent up with the robes, 
and the remaining 1,740 pieces must stand 
over until the Memorialist is furnished 
with more funds. 

December 5th.—A Decree adding to the 
list of aged persons who are to receive gifts 
in honour of Her Majesty’s birthday the 
name of the mother of Chou Shéng-fu, 
Commander-in-Chief in Hunan, who is 
over ninety years of age. 
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December 6th.—(1) Permission is given 
for the erection of a Memorial Temple to 
Wu Ch‘ang-ch‘ing, late Commander-in- 
Chief in Kuangtung, to commemorate his 
military success in Chia-hsing Fu in Ché- 
kiang. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Shautung. Ever since the intersection of 
the Grand Canal by the Yellow River both 
divisions of the Canal have been constantly 
silting up in different parts, and in spite of 
the dredging and clearing process that has 
gone on year after year the fleet of grain 
junks numbering some five or six hun- 
dred craft is annually detained until such 
time as there is a sufficient head of water 
in the Yellow River to admit of their 
advance. The slightest delay in their 
arrival at the point where the passage 
is made may find the freshet over and ne- 
cessitate a long delay pending the arrival 
of the next freshet. The Memorialist is 
now in receipt of a communication from 
the Board calling upon him to consider the 
general question of transport by the Grand 
Canal, which is a matter of pressing import 
at the present time, and he proposes as a 
preliminary step to deepen and widen the 
northern section of the Canal in order to 
secure a larger head of water, constructing 
sluices over which the junks can be hauled 
in the manner adopted in Kiangsu and 
Chékiang. He further intends to face the 
mouth of the Canal at its entrance with the 
Yellow River with stone coping in order 
to make the banks stronger, constructing 
an earthen dam in the centre which will 
be cut down to the level of the water and 
the junks hauled through the passage by 
means of windlasses. The process, though 
laborious, will admit of the passage of 
boats under all conditions of the river. As, 
however, it will take four or five months to 
complete the dredging work that is con- 
templated, uperations must be commenced 
at once, but it will be necessary for the 
Memorialist first to take the advice of the 
authorities and gentry as to the extent of 
the work required and consult with the 
Governor-General as to the supply of 
materials before laying the details of the 
proposed scheme in a joint Memorial before 
His Majesty. ‘This and other river works 
which are now in hand demand his imme- 
diate return to Chi-nan Fu, which he hopes 
to reach by the end of the month, taking 
Lai-chow Fu on his way, where certain 
arrangements have-to be made in connec- 
tion with the river works in that prefecture. 

December 7th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Governor of Yiinnan reporting that a 
numerously sigued petition has been pre- 
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sented by the gentry under the jurisdic- 
tion of the sub-prefect of Ta-kuan in the 
Chao-tung prefecture accusing the acting 
sub-prefect of fomenting litigation by the 
agency of his relatives and others and 
then imposing fines upon the parties in 
the suit varying from ‘T'aels 100 to Taels 
10. This petition was further substantiated 
by the verbal testimony of some of the 
more prominent persons signing it, who 
corroborated the charges in the presence 
of the prefect and signed bonds guar- 
anteeing the correctness of their asser- 
tions. The Memorialist, though he knew 
nothing agaiust the acting sub-prefect 
of Ta-kuan previous to his present 
appointment, has certainly been surprised 
at the number of cases he has disposed of 
—some 300 odd—in the comparatively 
short time he has been in office. While 
he recognises the fact that the tendency of 
the people of Yiianan is persistency in 
litigation, and that the majority of charges 
brought against the authorities by the 
gentry and notables prove upon examina- 
tion to be unfounded and to have their 
origin in dissatisfaction at some decision 
given, the present charges are 80 circum- 
stantially stated, the names of the persons 
fined being given with the accounts in each 
case, that an investigation seems necessary 
both in the popular interest and in fur- 
therance of the reforms in oflicial adminis- 
tration which are at present being carried 
out. An officer has accordingly been sent 
to relieve the acting sub-prefect of his 
duties and the parties to the case have 
been sent for to the provincial capital that 
a thorough investigation may be held. 
Meanwhile the Memorialist would pray 
that Liao Shih-ch‘ing, the acting sub- 
prefect, may be deprived of his rank with 
a view to placing him formally on his trial. 
Granted by Rescript. 

(2) A Memorial from the Grand Secre- 
tary Li Hung-chang and his colleagues re- 
questing His Majesty's commands on a 
certain manner. ‘I'he question of the pre- 
cedence which Grand Secretaries shall take 
has to be referred to His Majesty for de- 
cision, and as the Assistant Grand Secre- 
tary O-lo-ho-pu was promoted by Imperial 
Decree on the 10th of November, 1884, to 
the rank of Grand Secretary, it becomes 
the duty of the Memorialists to solicit His 
Majesty’s commands as to the precedence 
which he shall take. Rescript: O-lo-ho-pu 
will take precedence after Ling Kuei. 

December 8th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
Chtung Ch‘i and Liao Shou-héng to pro- 
ceed with all despatch to Kiavgsi on a 
special mission of enquiry. 
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(2) A sub-Memorial from Li Hung-chang. 
He received sume time since a report from 
the Magistrate of the Man-ch‘éug District 
to the effect that on the 21st of June Jas 
in the second watch of the night, some 
Government messengers from Szechuen 
and Honan carrying Memorials for the 
Throne and money were attached by some 
highway robbers at a place called San-ts» 
Ch‘iao, These robbers, who numbered 
some seven or eight and all carried arms, 
stopped the carts in which these cvuriers 
were travelling and carried off all the money, 
leaving the boxes containing the Memorials 
untouched, Inreply the Memorialist assign- 
ed the Magistrate a certain limit of time 
within which to apprehend the robbers, 
but this limit has now been exceeded, and 
it becomes the duty of the Memorialist to 
pray that the Magistrate may be commitiai 
to the Buard for the determination of a 
penalty, 

(3) A sub-Memorial from the Governor 
of Uliasut‘ai. ‘The soldiers of the Manchu 
Garrison stationed at Uliasut‘ai used to 
be mounted, but during the time of the 
rebellion they lost their horses. Since the 
arrival of the Memorialist at his present 


post the regiments of irregulars, cavalry : 


and infantry, have been disbanded, aud 
the Manchu soldiers alone remain to carry 
on police and messenger work, which keeps 
them actively employed. ‘The majority of 
the country on the frontier consists of 
sandy wastes, and horses are indispensa- 
ble for rapid work in the region, while 


the foreign complications which China has ' 


at present on hand render it desirable 
that means should be provided for en- 
suring rapid communication in case of 
alarm. Under these circumstances the 
Memogialist and his colleague directed 
the Colonel in command of the regiment to 
furnish mounts for these men, who should 
possess horses in the manner laid down by 
regulation, and to have these in readiness 
for inspections, The Colonel and officers 
in command of the garrison have recently 
reported that there are altogether 204 
troopersattached to the regiment, for whom, 
by regulation, that number of horses should 
be furnished. By dint of economising 
the allowances granted them during the 
last few years the men have all bought 
horses for themselves, which are turned out 
to grass in the summer and autumn. They 
further stated that Chin Yiin-ch‘ang, 
ex Governor of Urumtsi, had sent the 
suldiers of the Manchu garrison some 
seventy or more mares for breeding pur- 
poses, Of these some fifty-six are said by 
the Colonel to be still in existence aud 
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to have produced twenty-five colts, The 
Memorialist then sent a deputy to the 
pasturage ground to inspect the horses, 
and found their numbers to agree with the 
return presented by the Colonel. The 
Memorialist considers that the brood 
mares sent by the Governor of Urumtsi 
ought tobe placed under some supervision 
to prevent loss and disputes amongst the 
suldiers as to ownership. As draught-horses 
are required to carry out the farm work 
on the military allotments of land that are 
now being granted, the Memorialist proposes 
to divide these bruod mares into two lots, 
and give one lot to each wing of the reygi- 
ment, the mares and any foals they may 
drop being employed in military farm 
work. 

December 9th.—(1) A Memorial from 
Ho Ching, late Governor-General at Foo- 
chow, reporting that he handed over charge 
to the new Governor-General on the 27th 
of October, sending the seal of the Gov- 
ernor-General, the stamp of the salt ad- 
mivistration, the Imperial Death War- 
rant, Banners and ‘lablets, together 
with a collection of Imperial Admonitions 
and Decree with the conch shell bestowed 
by the Throne* and the archives of the 
department by the hand of the acting per- 
fect of Foochow and the Colonel of the 
Governor-General’s division, to his succes- 
aor in office. 


(2) A Memorial from Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, 
newly appointed Governor-General of Fuh- 
kien and Chékiang, announcing his as- 
sumption of the duties of that post. He 
received the news of his appointment at 
Yén-p‘ing Fu on the 20th of October, 
which place he had reached on his journey 
svuthwards, and in accordance with the 
instructions conveyed to him he hastened 
on to Foochow. Two days after his arrival 
at the provincial capital, which he reached 
on the 25th of October, the archives, seal, 
and insignia of office were sent to him 
by the outgoing Governor-General, and 
after prostrating himself before an incense 
table with his face turned to the capital he 
entered upon the duties of his new office. 
The Memorial concludes with the usual 
assertion of the Memorialist’s unfitness for 
the duties of so responsible a post, and his 
firm intention to do his best to merit the 


* Aconch-shell with the whorl turning to the rig't 
ia supposed when blown to have the effect of stilling the 
waves, aud is hence often bestuwed by the Lmperor 
upon high officers whose duties compel them to take 
‘ vuyages by sea. The Governor-General at Foochuw pro- 

Lubly possesses one of these shells in virtue of his juris- 
Hiction over Formosa, to which perivdival visits of 
au-pection are supposed to be paid, 
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honour of which he is so unworthy a re- 
cipient. 

(3) The Governor-General at Nanking re- _ 
ports that in compliance with a secret Decree 
ordering him to consider what steps should 
be taken to secure the island of Ch‘ung- 
ming (‘'sung-ming) from invasion, he has, 
after consultation with the Commander- 
in-Chief and the General of Svochow and 
Sungkiang division, decided to send a re- 
inforcement of 440 men to the island. 
They will be carefully drilled in order to 
render them efficient, and the expense of 
the maintenance of the new battalion will 
be provided for by the Tao-t‘ai at Shanghai. 

December 10th.—(1) A Decree express- 
ing the Imperial regrets at the death of 
Chany Shu-shéng, late Governor-General 
at Canton, who was recently permitted to 
vacate that post and devote his attention 
to the military organisation of the Canton 
province in consequence of the shattered 
condition of his health rendering him unfit 
to undertake the double task of attending 
to the civil and military administration of 
that region. His Majesty has received the 
intelligence of the death of so diligent and 
conscientious # public servant with pro- 
found regret, and orders that the poathum- 
ous honours allotted by regulation to Go- 
vernors-General be bestowed upon him, 
that a record of his career be prepared by 
the State Historiographer’s office, and that 
all official penalties standing against his 
name be removed. 

(2) Hsii Tséug-féng and Chiang Liang, 
members of the Imperial College of Litera- 
ture, are appointed Assistant ‘Tutors in the 
Imperial schoolroom. There are no other 
ducuments of importance in this day’s 
issue, 

December 11th.—A sub-Memorial from 
Hai Yiian, Governor of Kirin. 

The Deputy Lieutenant General at Hun- 
ch‘un (vn the Russian frontier) having 
come to the provincial capital on public 
business, the Memorialist. took the oppor- 
tunity to consult with him on the question 
of measures for frontier defence. As 
regards the contingent of 3,000 men which 
His Majesty was some time since requested 
to sanction the despatch of to the frontier, 
the Imperial commands are being promptly 
given effect to, aud men are being drilled 
and formed into a corps with a view to 
adding to the security of frontier defence, 
Orders have been given to the authorities 
in the various towns to select lusty and 
capable men amongst the Kitan Tartars, 
and from the men so selected the number 


. required to make up the force will be taken. 


The Memorialist has asked the Deputy 
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Lieutenant General to go to Ninguta and 
Sanhsing and inspect the garrisons there, 
taking the last named town first and return- 
ing from Ninguta to his post at Hun Chu‘n, 

December 12th.—(1) A Decree acknow- 
ledging the receipt of a report from the 
Censor of the northern division of the 
Chinese city of Peking stating that a cer- 
tain expectant Taotai called Lii Hui had 
sent in a petition to his office to the follow- 
ing effect. A succession of burglarious 
attacks were made on his premises by a 
gang of robbers on the 15th of November 
aud following days, and he had discovered 
that these attacks were instixated by one 
Li Heii-wu, an expectant secretary in one 
of the Metropolitan Boards. ‘The Censor 
thereupon gave orders to the police of the 
division to arrest the bad characters con- 
cerned in this robbery, and upon being 
approached by the police they made an 
armed resistance to capture. The lawless 
deeds of these evil characters who give vent 
to their violent propensities under the 
shadow of the Throne itself is characterised 
by His Majesty as intolerable, and the 
outrageous conduct of a titular official 
such as Li Heii-wu is a matter for particular 
surprise. He is, as a preliminary step, to 
be deprived of his rank, and then to be 
handed over to the Board of Punishments 
to be placed on his trial with the other 
bad characters implicated in this case. 

(2) As a Special Act of Bounty 800 piculs 
of rice are ordered to be issued from the 
Imperial granaries for use in the gruel 
kitchens established at T‘ungchow for the 
relief of the indigent poor, 

(3) The Governor General of Szechuen 
reports the burning of a magistrate’s yamén 
by a gang of ruffians under the following 
circumstances : 

On the 18th of October last the Memori- 
alist received a report from the Magistrate 
of the ‘T'a-i District in Szechuen to the 
effect that during the dusk of early dawn 
on the previous morning, just as the gates 
of the town had been opened, a mob of 
over 200 men and women rushed into the 
southern gate of town shouting cries of 
vengeance. Upon the fact being reported 
to the Magistrate he mounted the wall and 
called out the militia, but the mob made a 
straight rush for his Yamén, which they 
forcibly entered, and proceeded to plunder 
and loot the place, setting fire to two large 
halls, which were destroyed, and with them 
the Magistrate’s seal of office. 
carried off with them the prisoners in the 
jail. The Magistrate charged the mob with 
the military patrol and local volunteers, 
killing two of the rioters, whereupon the 
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others set fire to several score of houses in 
the main southern street and made their 
escape once more by the southern gate. On 
receipt of the above information the Memo- 
rialist at once sent a regiment of soldiers in 
pursuit of the rioters, while an officer was 
sent to the District Town to enquire into 
the exact circumstances of the case, whose 
account is awaited before reporting the 
outrage to His Majesty. Meanwhile he 
solicits His Majesty’s permission to de- 
prive the said District Magistrate and his 
jail warden of their rank, in order that 
they may be.subjected to a formal enquiry 
into their conduct. There must at least 
have been gross carelessness and a want of 
the most ordinary precaution, to allow of 
such riotous proceedings takiny place, A 
Rescript appended to the Memorial char- 
acterises the carelessness which could have 
allowed such an outrage to be committed 
as deserving of thorough detestation, Strict 
orders are given for the capture of the 
rioters, aud their extermination, and the 
magistrate, jail warden and lieutenant of 
the town guard are ordered to be cashiered 
and placed on their trial, 

(4) Asub-Memorial from Li Hung-chang. 
On the expiration of the leave of Chou Fu, 
Customs Taotai at Tientsin, some time 
since, the Memorialist reported to His 
Majesty that he was about to despatch 
him on a tour of inspection of the maritime 


ports and fortifications of Chihli and Féng- ; 
He was also to establish connections } 
between the various garrisons, and, in con- | 
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junction with the local authorities, civil | 


and military, to make a thorough scrutiny 
of all the native craft and strictly prohibit 
the rendering of any service to or collusion 
with traitors from without, The Taotai 
now reports the conclusion of his mission, 
and he should therefore be recalled to 
Tientsin to resume his proper duties as 
Customs Taotai. Shéng Hetian-huai, the 
acting incumbent of the post, will, asdireoted 
by His Majesty, be retained in Ohihli to 
await further employment. 

December 13th.—(1) The members of 
the Grand Council have received His 
Majesty’s verbal commands to the effect 
that the expectant Taotai Ma Kien-chung 
who was this day presented at Court shall 
return to Tientsin. His Majesty's verbal 
commands were also given to the Grand 
Council to the effect that Taéng Chi-chi 
(brother of the Marquis Tséng) expectant 
sub-prefect in Kuangtung on the list for 
speedy employment, who was presented 
at Court at the same time, is to hold 
" maett in readiness for an audience on the 
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(2) A Decree expressing the Imperial 
revrets at the announcement of the death 
of Wén Yii, retired Grand Secrefary. A 
to lv pall is bestowed upon him, a member 
of the Imperial family is directed to go 
with ten officers of the Household Brigade 
to off-r a libation before his remains, he 
is to receive the posthumous title of Junior 
Guardian of the Heir Apparent and the 
funeral honours allotted to Grand Secre- 
tuies, with the usual remission of all pen- 
alties recorded against his name. 

(3) A sub-Memorial from Yang Yo-pin 
announcing his readiness to respond to His 
Majesty’s summons to emerge from his 
retirement and organise an army corps for 
employment in the field. This summons, 
he asserts, is obeyed in response to the 
instinct of loyalty and obedience to his 
sovereign, which he likens to the brute 
fidelity of the dog or horse for his master. 
He is bowed down with the weight of over 
six decades, and worn out in constitution 
which has been rendered still weaker by 
the shock that he experienced on the 
death of his father and younger brother who 
have passed away during the last five years, 
While the anxiety and fatigue of minister- 
ing to the wants of hisaged mother, who is 
suffering from an incurable malady, give 
him no time to attend to his own maladies 
even had he the heart to do so. He has 
to conceal the fact as much as he is able 
for fear of increasing his mother’s illness 
hy alarm on his account, but it is none the 
less a fact that he grows worse day by day. 
These considerations and his absolute un- 
fitness for the duties of a responsible post 
led him to beg to be excused from active 
work in the mouth of June last, but 
having been again summoned to enrol 
a force of irregulars to be organised by 
a viven date he has no resource but to place 
his utmost energies at his master’s service 
in retuen for the obligations he is under, 
As, however, the duties which this uuder- 
taking will impose upon him are onerous 
and absorbing, it will be necessary for the 
Memorialist to have some one to wait upon 
him during the attacks of illness that seize 
him periodically, This duly has hitherto 
heen performed by his son Yang Chéng-i, 
an expectant Taotai of the Yiinnan province 
whose service have recently been applied 
hy the Tartar General at Foochow. The 
Memorialist would therefore pray His 
Majesty to direct the ‘'artar General to 
call upon his, the Memorialist’s, son to 
come and wait upon his father and ad- 
minister his medicines to him. The Memo- 
rialist will then be in a position to give his 
Vndivided attention to military matters. 
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Rescript: We have taken cognisance. 
The Governor-General will write at once 
to Mu-t‘u-shan to send Yang Chéng-i to be 
employed in his father’s camp. 

December 14th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Senior President of the Board of Civil 
Office and his colleagues, announcing, in 
obedience to command, the penalties to 
which the Censor Wang Pang-hsi has 
rendered himself liable by the indiscrimi- 
nate recommendation of a worthless in- 
dividual for official employment in an im- 
portant capacity. ‘The law treats the care- 
less recommendation of bad characters as 
an offence committed in a private capacity, 
and condemns the offender to deprivation 
of two steps of commutative rank with 
removal to another post, and in obedience 
to His Majesty’s Decree committing Wang 
Pang-hsi, Expositor of the Han-lin Col- 
lege, tou the Board for the determina- 
tion of a penalty they pray that he may 
be punished under the clause above 
quoted and in the manner therein laid 
down.—Granted by Decree earlier issued. 

(2) A Memorial from P‘an Ting-hsin, 
Governor of Kuangsi at present in Tonquin, 
in which he begs respectfully to announce 
to His Majesty a succession of signal 
victories by the Imperial troops. He would 
humbly observe that Su Yuan-ch‘un stands 
forth preeminent for strategy and bravery, 
while his temperament and vigour are such 
as to place him in the front of every battle 
that he fights and make the whole army 
obedient to his word. He answers, in very 
truth, to His Majesty’s appreciation of his 
ability to hold his own uuaided in the face 
of a powerful foe, 

Ch‘en Chia, General under his command, 
has made himself constantly conspicuous 
for loyalty, valour, and unflinching disre- 
gard for hardship or ditticulties of any 
kind, being a class of military leader whom 
it is difficult often to find. The two officers 
above named have worked together with 
unanimity of effurt, and have shared ina 
common endeavour to distinguish them- 
selves in the service of their master. The 
Memorialist is completely tied down to 
Langson, which he is holding with all his 
might, and is therefore unable to go to the 
‘front and give the various generals a lead 
in the field, The fact that he is thus 
precluded from taking any share of the 
burden of care which his Majesty bears un- 
ceasingly, or to realise the expectation of 
the commanders in the field, fills him with 
deep and sincere trepidation. It only 
rests with him to solicit the bestowal of 
marks of approval on the two ofticers (to 
whose effurts the victories are due) and he 
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would suggest that honours of an excep- 
tionally liberal nature should be conferred 
on Su Yuan-ch‘un, Commander-in-Chief. 
He further begs to propose that the name 
of Ch‘én Hsia be recorded by the Grand 
Council for employment in the higher 
grade or in the grade of Brigade-Geuneral 
occurs, It is further suggested that a 
Yellow Riding Jacket be given him. A 
separate list of the officers who have dis- 
tinguished themselves, together with re- 
turna of the dead and wounded, is submmit- 
ted separately. The following reply was 
received by the Grand Council :— 

A Decree has already been separately 
issued in reply to the requests contained 
in the foregoiug Memorial. By Her Ma- 
jesty’s commands the sum of 'ls. 3,000 
from the Privy Purse is to be bestowed 
upon the private soldiers in the divisions 
under Su Yuan-ch‘un and the others who 
have specially distinguished themselves, 
This money will be advanced from the 
supplies already sent to P‘an Ting-hsin 
and refundéd on receipt of the remittance. 

December 15th.—(1) A Memorial from 
Prince Yi K‘uang in his capacity of Lieu- 
tenant-General of the Blue Banner corps, 
and his colleagues, reporting that it has 
been brought to their notice by Yi Pin, 
captain of the 5th chala or sub-division of 
that Banner, that the wife of Erh-sung a, 
formerly Tartar General at Hsi-ning, who 
belonged to the chala in question, and is 
the mother of Ying Liang formerly Taotai 
of the Tfung Yung Circuit in Chilli, is 
now 97 years old ; thus, taking into account 
intercalary moons, having attained the age 
of 100 years. The aged dame is in the 
enjoyment of excellent health and vigour, 
and, in accordance with precedent, the 
Memorialists have been requested to solicit 
_from His Majesty the bestowal of marks 
of distinction upon her. A reference to 
the tiles of the Peking Gazette shows that 
in the year 1873 the mother of Yuan Pao- 
héng, Chief Supervisor of Instruction, upon 
the attainment of her 97th year was allowed 
to count the intercalary moons to make up 
the century and was given an Imperial 
autographic tablet in addition to the be- 
stowal of the honours awarded by law to 
centenarians, Similar honours were con- 
ferred upon the mother of En Ch‘éng, Vice- 
President of the Board of Civil Ottice, upon 
attaining the age of 97 in the year 1877 — 
For Decree granting the proferred request 
see Gazette of 18:h November, 

(2) A Memorial from Wu Yuan-ping, 
Director Geueral of Grain Transport, thank- 
ing His Majesty for conferring a metro- 
politan appointment upon his second son 


Google 


Wu Chiian-kan. Wu Chiian-kan, who is 
now 29 years of age, commenced his career 


asa Senior Licentiate, and while with his . 


father during the Memorialist’s incumb- 
ency of the Governorship of Human, he 
purchased the grade of Senior Secretary of 
a Board, receiving his commission in 1874. 


In 1875 he was given the honorary title of - 


yin shéung with a button of the 2ud grade 
in consideration of the Memorialist’s ser- 


vices as Governor of Kiangsu, and in 1879 he ; 
received the license of the Board to weara | 


peacock’s feather as a reward for contribu- 


tions to the Honan famine relief fund. Hav- : 


ing reported himself at the Board this year 
he underwent the examination that yin- 
shéng are required to pass, and took the 
second place in the first class. Ou the 
23rd of September the Inner Council re- 
ceived a Decree commanding that he be 
employed in the metropolis, Ou hearing 
of the Heavenly Command the Memorialist 
was filled with trepidation, for he reflects 
that while he himself is as a useless beast 
of burden upon whoi oficial emolument 
has been thrown away, his son has beeu 
honoured by His Majesty’s selection to 
perform the duties of a metropolitan offli- 
cial, While grateful fur the bounty that 


has led His Majesty to give Memorialist’s . 


son @ trial on the strength of his father’s 
services, an honour which he will try to 
deserve, he none the less feels that his son 
is unequal to the responsibility imposed 
upon him. What can a child of his years 
know, or how can he cut before he 
knows how to hold a knife? The Book 
of Odes has it that antiquity must be 
studied before entering on oftice, and else- 
where it is said that further study is re- 
quired before entering on the work of 
administration, The Memorialist would 


therefore pray that the employment of his | 


son in an official capacity may be deferred 
for a while that he may gain some small 
experience and complete his studies before 
entering the public service and thus avoid 
the reproach of owing his advancement to 
the chance of fortune only.—Reseript: 
We have taken cognisance. 

December 16th.—A Sub-Memorial from 
the Governor of Uliasut‘ai. It is custom- 
ary for the administration of Uliasut‘ai to 
prepare two cases of preserve made from 
the ha-ta fruit in the autumn of every year 
for presentation to His Majesty, but of late 
years this fruit has been so scarce in couse- 
quence of the want of rain and the preva- 
lence of inclement winds that it has been 
impossible to comply with the custom and 
His Majesty has been graciously pleased tv 
alluw the offering to be dispensed with. 
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‘the season having again come round for 
the preparation of this preserve, the Mon- 
gol Lieutenant Governor has instructed to 
call upon the captains of the tribes under 
his control to cause search to be made for 
the fruit and the preparation of preserve. 
Iu due course he reported that the drought 
which has prevailed for the past three years 
coupled with the inclemency of the pre- 
sent season has prevented the ha-ta fruit 
from ripening at Hopolok‘o, the place at 
which it is generally to be found, so that 
it has been impossible to obtain any. Dis- 
satisfied with this report, the Memorialist 
insisted upon fresh search being made, and 
in response to his second call the Lieuten- 
ant Governor now reporta that he sent 
trustworthy officers and soldiers to search 
in the recesses of the mountains and val- 
leys in which the ha-ta fruit grows, but that 
in spite of vigorous and thorough search 
they have been unable to find any, the 
fruit having failed to ripen in consequence 
of the Quantity of snow that fell in the latter 
part of the spring and the commencement 
of the summer and the prevalence of high 
winds. Under these circumstances, for the 
truth of which the Memorialist can vouch, 
he has no resource but to beseech His 
Majesty to be pleased to forego the offer- 
ing of the preserve in question for tho 
present year. It is hoped that next season 
the weather will be more favourable for the 
growth of the fruit and that it will be 
possible to resume the customary offering. 
—Rescript : We grant the request. 

December 17th.—(1) Chou Chia-mei is 
appointed Commissioner of the Office of 
Transmission, 

(2) A Memorial from Sé-léng-o0, Imperial 
Resident in ‘hibet, and his colleague. On 
the 13th of April, 1881 he received a letter 
from the Geand Council communicating to 
him the following Imperial Decree :— 

“ Heng Hsiin and Ting Pao-chén request 
that orders may be given for the deter- 
mination of a boundary line between Chinese 
territory and Chan-tui, and the erection of 
boundary stones upon the frontier thus 
determined, etc., etc., etc.” 

Upon receipt of this Decree a translation 
was sent to the Councillors of the Thibetan 
Treasury Department who were called 
upon to give effect to His Majesty’s com- 
wands, and an officer was deputed by 
the Memorialists to assist the Szechuen 
otticials in conducting the survey. Much 
delay was caused by the compulsory return 
of the officer appointed by the Szechuen 
Government, who had to retire into mourn- 
ing on the death of a parent, and, subse- 
quently, by the death of the agents of the 


Google 


Shu-fang and Chan-tui tribes who were 
employed on the survey. The Grain Com- 
missary at Ba-t‘ang, ChiChih-wén by name, 
an expectant prefect in Szechuen, was then 
appointed to undertake the survey with 
two other native officials from the Shu-fang 
and Chan-tui tribes, and he now reports 
that, having met the Taotai appointed by 
the Szechuen Government (who presided 
over the commission) and the two native 
officials, they proceeded to adjust the 
various disputes that had arisen during 
a series of years between the Chinese 
and barbarian tribes. ‘lhey further as- 
certained the true circumstances under 
which a coalition was entered into be- 
tween the Ch‘a-lu and Chan-tui tribes, 
and discovered the cause of the collision 
between the Ch‘a-lu and Li-t‘ang chiefs 
which arose from an attempt on the part 
of the former to usurp Mu-la-shih territory, 
thereby provoking the indignation of the 
Mnu-la people who disputed the encroach- 
ment and descended upon Ch‘a-lu, etc., 
etc. These and various other questions 
were investigated and settled in a manner 
agreeable to the disputants, and the boun- 
dary question was also decided at the same 
time. The Szechuen boundary mark was 
erected at Hsiung-la Shan to the north of 
Ko Pa, Ch‘iung Pa and A-pa, and another 
boundary mark was set up at a point 
south of these three Pa and north of the 
Kuo-t‘ang territory which placed them as 
before within the limits of Szechuen. The 
courier and government service along the 
main road which had long fallen to abey- 
ance was ordered to be resumed by the 
people of the three Pa in conformity with 
previous rule and usage, and they were re- 
quired to pay theannual tax. The Oh‘a-lu 
tribe was placed under the jurisdiction of Sze- 
chuen, with a modification of its previous 
status, and they are only called upon to 
pay an annual tax to the Shangshang, or 
secular department of the Thibetan govern- 
ment, of Tls. 100, being hereafter independ- 
ent of any interference from the Chan-tui 
officials ; the Su-‘tang chieftains being simi- 
larly debarred from interference with 
matters arising in the Ch‘a-luregion. The 
ring-leaders among the Ch‘a-lu people who 
took a prominent part in the disturbances 
have been sent to Thibet with orders 
never to return therefrom, while certain 
other rioters from Li-t‘ang and other 
places have been sent to Lu Ch‘éng to 
be imprisoned or kept under restraint 
as the case may be. Both the Li-t‘ang 
and Ch‘a-lu tribes have been made to pay 
indemnities for the losses of property that 
they have severally suffered, and the Téng, 
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Mao, Liao and other tribes have been made 
to pay the arrears due by them to the 
Thibetan Treasury department, and have 
undertaken to continue future payments 
as prescribed by rule. Boundary limits 
have been clearly defined and marked by 
boundary stones, and all lawsuits pending 
between the Ch‘a-lu and Li-t‘ang tribes 
have been cleared off. 

In reporting the conclusion of the work 
of the above commission the Memorialist 
ventures to call His Majesty’s attention to 
the services of the ofticers of which it was 
composed, and to solicit the bestowal upon 
them of certain marks of Imperial approba- 
tion.—Granted by Reacript. 

December 18th.—(1) Shén Ping-ch‘éng 


(Pi SH MR) is appointed Governor of the 
Metropolitan Prefecture, Chou Chia-mei, 
the Governor Adjoint, being called upon 
to act during his absence. 

(2) Decree: The Censor Liu En-po 
protests to Us against the grave impro- 
priety of the indiscriminate reiustatement 
upon the lists of the names of disyraced 
officials, In the advancement or the con- 
trary of officers in accordance with their 
capabilities the Court is actuated by prin- 
ciples of justice alone, private prejudices 
being absolutely set aside. ‘Those oflicers 
that had brought punishment upon them- 
selves who were recently restored to favour 
had all, for some casual misdeing, come 
within the range of criticism. Their capa- 
bilities were such as to render them fit for 
selection for re-employment, and in over- 
looking their offences and recording their 
names for employment the Court is doing 
no more than employing the common pre- 
rogative which belongs to those who rule, 
nor would it be right to discard a man for 
life because he has committed a single 
fault. In the case of offences of a serious 
character and talents of a mediocre class the 
Imperial favoursare notindiscriminately ex- 
ercised, and the Censorin lightly giving heed 
to hearsay and indulging in covert allusions 
upon which he indulges in extravagant con- 
jecture, interfering with the prerogative of 
the Court by expressing a private opinion 
as to who should or should not be employed, 
has displayed a bad side of his character. 
We command that his Memorial be rejected 
and sent back to him. 

(3) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
that the balance of the ‘Ils. 50,000 with 
which the Chékiang Salt revenue was taxed 
asa contribution towards the expenses of 
the office of the Imperial Household, to- 
gether with Tls, 10,000, the value of a 
certain quantity of ginseng, has been for- 
warded to the above department by the 
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hands of an officer who proceeds hy sex 
from Shanghai to Tientsin and from thence 
by road to the Capital.—Rescript: ‘The 
Yamén concerned will take note. 


December 19th.—A Memorial from the 
Governor of Chékiang submitting his views 
with regard to the modification of the rules 
for the disposal of criminals under sen- 
tence of banishment. While approving of 
the system under which criminals of the 
chitin and liu class are placed under the 
control of the authorities and relegaied to 
the custody of yamén underlings he is of 
Opinion that the frequency of the escapes 
that are effected are attributable to a laxity 
of supervision coupled with the dissolute 
and depraved character of the individuals 
whose conduct has brought the penalty of 
banishment upon them. The disproportion 
of the number of criminals to the call- 
ings that are open to them, and the obli- 
gation to find them food, points to the 
special necessity of making some changes 
in these particulars, The means of em- 
ployment offered by the carrying out of 
public works is limited, and the colonisa- 
tion of waste lands and such industries as 
the calling of a boatman, porter, etc., are 
usurped by the regular inhabitants, inter- 
ference with the livelihood of whom would 
be attended with inconvenience. The 
Memorialist would therefore propose that 
the following modifications be introduced. 
Criminals of the chiin or liu class bringing 
their families with them and possessed of 
the means of providing for themselves will 
naturally receive no assistance, and the 
old and crippled will be received into the 
establishments for the maintenance of the 
poor, receiving the regular allowance of 
grain issued to orphans. Criminals who 
are able-bodied and have no calling will 
have a year’s allowance of rations issued to 
them and will be allotted to the yamén of 
some civil or military official in the district 
to which they are banished, and there called 
upon to turn their hands to whatever work 
they seem to be best adapted for, whether 
it be as watchmen, sweepers, or general 
servants. The soldiers and runners will 
be made responsible for their safe custody, 
and will be called upon to see that they do 
their work and do not stray far from the 
precincts of the yamén to which they are 
consigned, escapes being severely visited on 
the custodians and responsible authorities. 
The criminals of the chiin class have been 
on precisely the same footing as those of 
the liv class ever since the abolition of the 
system of military convicts, and the distances 
to which they are sent are even less than 
those of the first grade of the liu class, sv 
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that the suggestion of the Board that chiin 
Criminals shall be treated as liv criminals of 
the first class with an extra distance added 
seems right and practicable, and the Me- 
morialist would suggest that the New 
Domininion, which is now being establish- 
ed as 8 province of the Empire, would bea 
fitting region for the reception of convicts, 
if transportation to those parts could be 
resumed. 


December 20th.—(1) The Governor-Gen- 
eral of Szechuen reports the completion of 
publication of a digest of the laws under 
which the salt system is administered in 
that province. The necessity for a work of 
this kind has, as the Memorialist earlier re- 
ported, long been felt, for the officials and 
mercantile classes interested had no guide 
to follow, and many abuses were the out- 
come of the confusion which prevailed from 

each one doing what he thought best. ‘The 
— officers composing the Committee of the 
Bureau for the Administration of the Salt 
Gabelle now report that this official guide 
has been printed, and beg that copies of it 
may be laid before His Majesty aud com- 
municated to the Board to be placed on 
record. 
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(2) The Governor General of Szechuen . 


reports the following list of casualties re- 
sulting from violent storms of hail or rain, 
sudden descents of water, or conflagrations, 
in different places in his jurisdiction during 
the months of June and July. 
_ Chiang-po T‘ing, 12 persons drowned, 
houses and bridges washed away and crops 
destroyed. 


Wu-shan Hsien, great destruction of 
crops, but no lives lost. 

Shé-hung Hsien, 12 persons drowned 
- and houses washed away. 


Kuang-yiian Hsien, 10 persons drowned, 
only slight damage to houses and crops. 

P‘éng Chou, a large quantity of riparian 
land submerged, but no lives lost. 

Ya-an Hsien, 41 houses washed away 
and 16 lives lost, 

T‘ien-ch‘tian Chou, 66 families rendered 
homeless and 17 people drowned. 

P‘éng Haiew, 50 houses or shops washed 
_ away and 6 peuple drowned. 
Lin-shui Hsien, great damage to crops 
- from hail, but no lives lost, 

Ta Heien, a fire broke out destroying 
130 houses, 4 persons being burned to 
death. 

Kuang-an Chou, 48 straw cottages burnt. 
'  Tztt-yang Hsien, 210 houses burnt and 
one person killed. 
Nan-ch‘i Haien, 20 houses burnt and 1 
child killed. : 
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Wan Hsien, 251 houses burnt and 1 
old woman killed. 

Fires occurred in other places, but were 
not attended with loss of life.” Ayents have 
been sent by the Memorialist to the scenes 
of these various disasters to aacertain in 
company with the local authorities the 
actual amount of damage done, and he has 
allotted to each place sums varying from 
T's. 300 to Tis. 40 which have been sup- 
plied by the various likin collectorates.— 
Rescript: We have perused this report with 
profound sympathy, and We command the 
Governor-General in question to direct the 
local authorities to take due measures for 
granting such compassionate aid to the 
people as will prevent them from abandon- 
ing the places in which they have made 
their homes. 

December 21st.—(1) A Decree. Some 
time since Ch‘én Pav-ch‘én, Secretery of 
the Grand Secretariat, accused Ch‘én Shih, 
ex-Judge of Shansi, of displaying the qua- 
lities of extravagance, avarice, and arrogance 
during his conduct of military matters at 
Nanking. We thereupon directed Tsdug 
Kuo-ch‘iian to order Ch‘én Shih back to 
hie native place, and called upon Sun Féng- 
hsiang to furnish Us with a report upon 
the accusation brought forward. ‘hat 
officer now states that he can find no proofs 
of fraud against Ch‘én Shih during his 
tenure of office as chief controller of the 
forces at Nanking or in his administration 
of public funds, but that he has ascertained 
that while Ch‘éu Shih was stationed at 
Woosung he was in the habit of visiting 
Shanghai and frequenting the houses of 
ill-fame in that place. A high officer in 
command of troops is under special obliga- 
tion to yive his whvule attention to the 
business of the force under his control, 
and in exercising no restraint over his con- 
duct and surreptitiously frequently houses 
of ill-fame and feasted there. Ch‘én Shih 
has sullied the honour of the official 
name. We command therefore that he 
be committed to the Board for the deter- 
mination of a severe form of penalty. 

(2) A Joint Memorial from the Governor- 
General Taéug Kuo-ch‘iian, the Acting 
Director-General of the Grain Transport 
and the Governor of Kiangsu recommend- 
ing Suu Yin-chin, Prefect at Huai-an, 
for the vacant post of Prefect at Nanking. 
This officer has been selected in compliance 
with His Majesty’s commands directing 
the Memorialists to choose the most cap- 
able of the prefects in the province for 
the incumbency of this important post. 
Sun Yun-chin, who is sixty-two years 
of age, is a native of Anhui and took 
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a first class in the examination for the 
degree of licentiate. Having volunteered 
for military service during the rebellion, he 
was present at the capture of An-ch‘ing and 
was mentioned in despatches for his gal- 
lantry, receiving a nomination to the post 
of Sub-director of Studies upon the ocour- 
rence of a vacancy. Upon the recapture 
of the cities along the Great River in 1862 
he received a nomination to the post of 
District Magistrate, and for services during 
the following year he was promoted from 
the Magistrate’s grade to that of Sub-pre- 
fect, again passing out of that grade on the 
recapture of Nanking and being placed on 
the list of expectant prefects in Kiangsu. 
Having been presented at Court in 1868, 
he subsequently gained further distinction 
for his services in a certain judicial in- 
vestigation upon which he was employed, 
for which he was granted the brevet rank 
of Tao-t‘ai, and subseque ntly, for further 
services against the rebels, he was granted 
permission to be eligivle fur an appoint- 
ment to the substantive post of Iutendant 
of Circuit after having served in the pre- 
fect’s yrade. He obtained his present 
appointment in 1867, and during his tenure 
of office he has several times been oom- 
mended to the Throne, The Memorialists 
can hear testimeny to the uprightness of 
his conduct, his learning, steadiness and 
experience, and consider him equal tothe 
duties of the post to which they now pro- 
pose to transfer him —Referred by Rescript 
to the consideration of the Board. 
December 22ud.—A Memorial from Sé6- 
léng-o, Imperial Resident in Thibet. He 
is in receipt of a c mmunication from the 
Mongolian Superintendency informing him 
that upon opening the various packages 
containing articles of tribute forwarded to 
His Majesty by the Panshen Erdeni Lama, 
or Joint Pontiff, of Ulterior Thibet under 
the care of the K‘anpu, or abbot, K‘o- 
ch‘ing lu-sang, the secretaries of the Mon- 
golian Superintendency deputed to take 
the articles over found that there was a set 
of cushions which had not been entered on 
the list, as well as; certain letters, while 
thirty carpets had been entered on the list 
as fifty. Upon demanding an explanation 
from the abbot of the cause of this discre- 
pancy, he said that he could only attribute 
the mistake to an error of translation on 
the part of the Resident in Thibet when 
making out the list from the native char- 
acters. On reporting the fact to His 
Majesty a Decree was issued ordering the 
Memorialist to explain the error, and he 
begs now to report that the list was drawn 
up by the Chinese Commissary residing at 
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Tashilumbo in Ulterior Thibet, and a cer- 
tain Major who, it is found, did make an 
error in translation. The Commissary, 
however, is dead, and the Major returned 
to Szechuen, so the Memorialist has no 
means of enquiring into the cause of the 
mistake or punishing the perpetrators. He 
has therefore referred the matter to the 
Governor General of Szechuen with a re- 
quest that he will take the action required 
by regulation. 

December 23rd.—Nv documents of im- 
portance. 

December 24th.—A Memorial from the 
Acting Governor-General of the Hukuang 
Provinces submitting an application on 
behalf of the General of the I-ch‘ang Divi- 
sion for permission to resume his original 
name and resign his commission. The 
General, whose name is Lo Chin-shén, 
writes to the Memorialist to the following 
effect : 

Some time since the Memorialist was 
good enough to apply to His Majesty on 
his behalf for permission to resume his 
original name which he had abandoned in 
his childhood under circumstances which 
were. explained in the application (see 


good enough to grant the request by 
Decree for which the General begyed the 


. Gazette of 15th July) and His Majesty was . 


Memorialist to convey his humble thanks - 


to His Majesty. 
a letter from the Board informing him 
that the regulations do not permit of any 
military officer who has risen from the 
ranks or from the position of military 
student resuming his uame or reverting tu 
his own olan when once he has been regis- 
tered under another name. This rule, which, 
the Buard went on to say, applied to all 
military officers substantive or titular coming 
within the above category, wasmade with the 
object of preventing fraudulent personifica- 
tion, aud the application of the Brigadier 
General Ho Chin-shéu whose rank was, 
comparatively speaking, high, to reaume the 
name of Lo was in contravention of regu- 
lation and could not therefore be grauted. 
The receipt of this communication, the 
General goes on to say, occasioned him such 
bitter disappointment that he could neither 
eat nor sleep. While embued with a sense 
of the devotion he owes his Sovereign 
for the rewards that have been bestowed 
upon him for his humble services in a 
military capacity, his thoughts turn with 
been longing to the line of his forefathers 
which is to him as a trunk to its branch er 
as ariver to its source. ‘There can be no 
greater crime than the neglect of filial 
duty vr a more unpardunable sin than to 
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ignore one’s family, and on the strength of 
His Majesty’s gracious permission already 
accorded he has resumed his place as a 
descendant of the Lo family; and now 
that the Board have decided that the 
change is not permissible, how can he once 
more resume his position as a descendant 
of the Ho family? As he puts this ques- 
tion to himself he is overwhelmed with 
mortification. While he recognises the 
fact that the rule prohibiting the change of 
name was doubtless instituted with a view 
to the prevention of fraud, in his case there 
is absolutely no fraud whatever, and if he 
be bound by these regulations and is forced 
thus to deny his forefathers, life has no 
solace for him and in death he could not 
close his eyes in peace. After mature re- 
flection he can see no alternative but to 
beg that His Majesty may be solicited to 
accept his resignation and allow him to 


return to his native place, in order that he, 


may offer sacrifice to the manes of the Lo 
family, and thus fulfil the obligations of a 
ton which the conscience of every man dis- 
tates. The duties of his position will thus be 
unaffected, and the regulations will not be 
broken. Incummenting upon theapplication 
the Memorialiat dwells upon the earnestness 
with which the General presses his request 
and the teuchinug spirit of filial piety which 
‘moves him to make it, The ability and 
diligence which the General has brought 
to bear upon his performance of the duties 
committed to his charge are qualities of a 
rare order, and the Memorialist cannot but 
deem it unfortunate that a man of his 
stamp should be allowed to retire into 
obscurity. while the refusal of his applica- 
tion will render him discontented with his 
lot aud interfere with the proper perform- 
ance of his duties. He ventures therefore 
to suggest that the Board be instructed to 
waive the rule in this case with the under- 
“atanding that it is. not to be quoted asa 
precedent for future applications. 

By a Rescript attached to the Memorial 
the prayer of the General is granted on the 
understanding that the permission is not 
to be quoted as a precedent for similar 
application. 

December 25th.—A Decree. ‘'he Board 
of Punishments reports that Heit Yéu-heii, 

late Governor of Kuangsi, now cashiered, 
has arrived under custody at the Board, 
‘and they beg that high officers may be 
deputed to assist them in his trial. We 
command the Members of the Grand 
Council and Graud Secretariat to assist the 
Board in the trial and in the determination 
of the sentence demanded by.law which 
they will submit for Our approval. ‘There 
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are no other documents of importance in 
this day’s issue, 

December 26th.—In the list of the Memo- 
rials issued for publication this day is one 
from Ts‘éu Yii-ying, Governor-General of 
Yiiunan and Kueichow, reporting that he 
has crossed the frontier into Tonquin 
and taken his seal of office with him. ‘The 
text of this Memorial is not published, 
doubtless owing to press of other papers. 

(1) A Decree ordering a number of offi- 
cials in Shantung, or their heirs, to be 
proceeded against for arrears of payments 
on account of public moneys that have 
passed through their hands, but which they 
have been unable to account for when 
resigning their respective posts. The 
limit of time. which was allowed for the 
provision of this money having expired the 
living are to be cashiered and the whole of 
their personal property confiscated both at 
their place of office and their homes, the 
property of the families of those who are 
dead being also placed under official seal 
and confiscated to the extend of their de- 
falcations. 

(2) A report from the Governor of Shensi 
on the subject of the treatment of banished 
criminals in reply to the general inatruc- 
tions issued at the instance of the Board. 
At the close of the 7th moon of the pre- 
sent year there were in the province of 
Shensi 251 convicts of the chiin clas ond 
391 of the liv class, The mode of proce- 
duce hitherto followed in Shensi with these 
offenders is to grant the aged and infirm 
the same scale of rations as is iesued to 
orphans or paupers, those who have sume 
small private meaus or can ply some handi- 
craft being left to find their own living. 
The able-bodied poor amongst them who 
have’ no handiciaft are given a year's 
rations on the scale allotted to orphans and 
paupers and then told to find their own 
iving, either as foot messengers, when the 
station is on the postal route, or as office 
servants, where it is not. While the 
rules for the safe custody of these cri- 
minale are strict enough in theory they 
are far from being so in practice, in con- 
sequence of the lightness of the penalty 
that attends escape, and it is hardly sur- 
prising that convicts should escape in the 
hope vf making money elsewhere upon 
which they can live. In the Memorialist’s 
opinion, if the system is to be reformed 
it must not be on the old lines, and he 
would urge in answer to the suggestion of 
the Board that the convicts should be em. 
ployed on public works, such asthe making 
of roads, clearing of river beds, and so 
forth, that this class of labourer is sporadic, 
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and when the occasion for works of the 
kind does arise men are generally hired to 
do it. The conveyance of government 
mails and despatches, again, or the trans- 
port of treasure cannot safely be entrusted 
to men of the criminal class, as suggested 
by the Board. The Memorialist therefore 
proposes to allot those who are paupers to 
the various yamens of tle territorial au- 
thorities to serve as chair coolies, official 
umbrella or fau bearers, water coolies, 
watchmen etc. a daily ration being issued 
to them. ‘Those who are able to earn a 
living by their handicraft will have a year’s 
rations given them, which they can sell, and 
this supplemented by a small dunation from 
the authorities will start them in their line 
of business. Burglars who have escaped 
the extreme penalty of the law and show 
an aptitude for military or police work will 
be attached to the police at the end of six 
mouths after their arrival in the capacity 
of runners or thief-takers, success in this 
line being rewarded and any shortcoming 
condignly punished. All convicts will be 
required to live close by a yamén, and will 
be subject to constant inspection, being 
called upon to answer to their names ounce 
every five days. Any misdemesanour on 
their part will subject them to the wear- 
ing of an iron chain round their necks, 
which, however, shall not impede their 
movements, and this chain will not be re- 
moved until the wearer has shown signs 
of repentance and amendment. ‘Ihe peual- 
ties to which those responsible for the 
safe custody of these convicts are liable 
in the event of their escape will be aug- 
mented, and it is further proposed to 
open the whole of the province to convicts 
instead of restricting them as heretofore to 
the hilly part iu the north and south of the 
province. As regards criminals of the 
chiin class, the Memorialist is strongly of 
opinion that the resumption of their banish- 
ment to the New Duminion weuld be 
desirable both in the interests of colonisa- 
tion and of the interior, who would be 
relieved of the pressure of over-crowding. 
December 27th.—With the exception of 
two short papers on matters of routine the 
whole of this day’s Gazette is occupied with 
a Memorial from the Censor K‘ung Haien-i 
who strongly urges the adoption of some 
definite system of river works in Shantung 
instead of allowing each individual Governor 
to carry out his own theories or to follow 
the advice of any outsider who chvoses to 
offer it. He further denounces in no 
measured terms the abuses that exist in 
the administration of the funds required 
for these river works and the tyranny and 
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oppression of which the resident population 
is the victim. 

The Yellow River, he commences by 
saying, has given trouble in Shantung ever 
since the bursting of its banksata place called 
T‘ung-wa Hsiang some thirty odd years ago, 
the mischief being in the first instance con- 
fined to P‘u Chow, Fan Haien, Chii-yeh 
Hsien and Yiin-ch‘éug Hsien. Chi-nan Fu 
and Wu-ting Fu came in subsequently fora 
share of the injury, and although a few 
Districts only were fluoded in the upper 
reaches of the river, the people were ren- 
dered homeless in its Southern portion 
over areas of hundreds of miles, while 
breaches occurred at scores of places first 
one bank and then on the other, this year’s 
breach becoming a.regular channel on the 
succeeding year. Such has been the his- 
tory ef the Yellow River in these parts for 
some ten years or more, and the Court has 
been put to an annual expense of several 
million taels for repairs to embankments 
and relief of distress, not to mention the 
millions that have been subscribed by the 
gentry and people themselves for the pur- 
chase of materials required in these repairs 
or for the relief of the starving and hume- 


less, or, again, the immense amount of : 


material damage to property that the floods 
have caused, which must be reckoned by tens 
of millions, This, says the Memorialist, is 
the annual record of the Yellow River in 
Shantung, and how, he asks, can such a 
strain be borne forever? The State, ever 
mindful of the sufferings of the people, 
has time after time given orders for funds 
to be raised and has directed the pro- 
vincial high authorities to superintend 
the needful repairs to river works; but, 
alas! successive generations of Guvernors 
have none of them been the right 
sort of men for the task. First came the 
perfunctory Wén Ko; then the lax and 
careless Chou Heng-ch‘i, under whose ad- 
ministration the mischief was allowed to 
develop into a disaster, and he was followed 
by Jéu Tao-jung, who made things worse, 
and he again by the crafty and tricky 
Ch‘én Shih chieh, the present inoumbent 
of the post, who has added to the mischief 
and the trouble. The Memorialist and 
other natives of the country in question 
are able to judge of the earlier mistakes 
that have been made by the present condi- 
tion of affairs, which forces upon them the 
conviction that the absence of ability to 
control the water system of Shantung ia due 
to the want of a fixed system of procedure, 
the waste of public funds, the laxity of 
supervision, the faleity of the reports that 
are submitted to His Majesty, the wholesale 
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recommendation and employment of un- 
worthy individuals, the ignoring of popular 
interests and the neglect of hydrostatic 
rules, and it is now proposed to demonstrate 
the correctness of the above assertion by 
the assertion of certain facts. 

The Special Commissioner Yu Po-ch‘uan 
who was sent to report upon the Yellow 
River submitted a scheme for carrying off 
the surplus water by means of the T‘u-hai 
and Ma-chia rivers, but in deference to 
the opposition of certain individuals a sys- 
tem of embankments was adopted instead, 
and this again was modified after the 
return of Yu Po-ch‘uan to Peking, the 
Governor Ch‘én Shih-chieh having subse- 
quently twice changed his opinion as to 
the best system of embankments to be 
constructed, thus displaying a want of de- 
cision on the part of the responsible agents 
which was not conducive to the proper ex- 
ecution of the task that was before them. 

Again, not only were the people not paid 
for the earth that was required for the 
construction of these embankments in 
accordance with the scale laid down by 
regulation, but fees were extorted from 
them, and the funds that should have been 
expended in legitimate work were appro- 
priated by the authorities responsible for 
its execution. The natural result was that 
the work was carelessly done. So, again, 
with the land that was taken for the em- 
bankments. In the first instance, the price 
of poor land was paid for land of the 
best kind, and subsequently, not only 
was the land not paid for at all, but 
the owners were even charged fees for the 
privilege of exemption from taxes upon 
their own land which had been taken from 
them, these fees being the perquisite of 
the local authorities. Under these circum- 
stances it is not possible to attach any 
credence to the assertion of the officials 
interested that the work was solid or 
the materials sound. The above facts 
demonstrate the laxity of supervision that 
was exercised, and it is hardly to be 
wondered at that no one would venture 
to guarantee the solidity of the work 
done or to accept the responsibility of 
answering for the safety of the embank- 
ments. Numbers of breaches have occurred 
which have never been reported to the 
Throne, and the Memorialist has heard 
that the large breach in the Ch‘i-tung 
embankments which occurred during the 
summer took place just at the moment 
when the Governor was giving a theatrical 
entertainment in honour of the completion 
of the works that had been undertaken 
under his supervision, at which entertain- 
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ment all the officials were present who should 
have been looking after the safety of these 
works ; and yet the Governor ventured to 
take credit in his report to His Majesty 
for the repairs to this breach, which were 
only effected by the aid of nature and 
again carried away in little more than a 
month, 

Referring to the waste of money with 
which the Memorialist charges the Gov- 
ernor and his staff, many of whom are, he 
says, men of worthless character and have 
obtained employment through favouritism. 
He points out that the original estimate of 
Tls. 40,000 for the T‘ao-yuan works was 
increased to over Tls. 700,000 and yet the 
Governor took credit to himself for a 
saving of over Tis, 300,000. Many other 
charges of tyranny, oppression, and waste 
are also dwelt upon at length, and the 
paper concludes with a request that the 
iniquities enlarged upon may be visited 
upon the delinquents and that the high 
officer who has been sent to survey the 
works may be directed to decide what 
really is the proper course of action tv be 
taken in order that the people may finda 
resting place at an early date. 

December 28th.—Nearly the whole of 
this day’s issue is occupied with a Memorial 
from the Governor-General of Shensi and 
Kansu reporting the result of a protracted 
investigation into certain charges brought 
by one Wang Méng-t‘ai, a eashiered official, 
who presented a petition at the Palace 
gates proclaiming his wrongs and soliciting 
redress. The petitioner, having been sent 
under custody to the Memorialist, was sub- 
jected to a searching examination, the length 
of which was protracted by the petitioner 
himself, who made a statement one day 
to contradict it the next, and demanded 
the summoning of witnesses who had no 
testimony to give. Eventually the true 
facts of the case were elicited and the 
falsity of his charges substantiated. The 
man is proved to have been a bad character 
throughout his career. Having purchased 
official rank, he returned to his native place 
in Ching-ning Chou, where he presumed on 
his official position to prey upon his neigh- 
bours. Having been charged with being in 
league with the rebels some years since, he 
was cashiered and summoned to appear 
before the Court for trial ; but he absconded 
and it was not until some years after that 
he was arrested and brought to trial, when 
his connection with the rebels was admitted 
by himself and subscribed to in a written 
deposition. He further alleged in his peti- 
tion that his property had been confiscated 
and that he had beer defrauded of certain 
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honours to which he was entitled for con- 
tributions of grain for charitable relief and 
other purposes, and this statement has 
also been proved to be untrue, while 
the figures he quotes do not correspond 
with those entered in the oflicial registers. 
The falsity of his statements and the bad 
character of the man generally were brought 
out conspicuously at this trial, and the 
Memorialiat himself had personal experience 
of his perversity and cowardness when he 
came befure him for coutirmation of the 
tinding of the Court. Upon this occasion 
he refused to sign the obligatory bond 
accepting the finding of the Court below 
on the ground that all the parties to the 
case had not been produced, and when 
asked what other parties he wished to 
have summoned he had the audacity to 
name Yang Yo-pin, the former Governor- 
General, against whom he said he had 
brought charges of withholding legitimate 
rewards from himself. The history of the 
man’s past career and the want of all 
reasonableness or decorum that character- 
ises his conduct during the recent investi- 
gation would certainly justify his banish- 
ment to a distaut frontier ; but in view of 
the fact that there was a certain justification 
for oue of the assertions he made, his crime 
will be regarded as that of laying false 
accusations before the Throne combiued 
with general lawlessness and wrong doing, 
and he will be banished into military ser- 
vitude upon a near frontier. It only re- 
mains for the Memorialist to request that 
the Board of Punishments may be directed 
to consider the appropriateness of this sen- 
tence and to signify to what place the 
prisoner should be banished.—Referred by 
Rescript to the Board of Punishments, 
December 29th.—(1) A Decree: The 
Court of Censors presents a Memorial on 
behalf of Wu Shih-chieh, a metropolitan 
graduate, praying Us to take into considera- 
tion the withdrawal of the host of super- 
numerary officers in the likin collectorates 
throughout the provinces in order to avoid 
the wasteful expenditure of public funds. 
Likin barriers are thickly distributed 
throughout the provinces, the number of 
weiytian deputed to manage them is exces- 
sive, and the expeuditure thus unnecessarily 
incurred is very large. The Board of Re- 
venue has repeatedly memorialised the 
Throne with reference to this question, and 
the Imperial commands have been issued 
directing Governors-General and Governors 
to apply themselves with genuine zeal to the 
task of withdrawing or amalgamating these 
collectorates. Habit and long custom have, 
however, in many instances prevailed, and 
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the desire of standing well with their 
subordinates has often induced their chiefs 
to help them with appointments to these 
collectorates which have not consequently, 
as they should have been, reduced on an 
extensive scale, Such neglect of Our com- 
mands is most unconstitutional and at a 
time like the present, when funds for the 
needs of the State are being raised, the 
exercise of energetic economy is an obliga- 
tion that is specially binding upon ail. 
We therefore call upon all provincial high 
authorities tu enter upon a careful exami- 
nation of this matter, and in any case where 
withdrawal of a collectorate or barrier is 
possible to withdraw it, and, where amal- 
gamation is practicable, to amalgamate 
them. ‘The establishments that are left 
must have a regular staff of officers assigned 
to them, who shall be placed on a fixed 
acale of wages, no waste of public funds 
whatsoever being allowed. When any 
enterprise is undertaken it is specially 
incumbent on the said high officers to 
select competent and trustworthy agents 
for the execution thereof, correct estimates 


being drawn up and peculation kept down ; 


with a strong haud, the presentation of 
false accounts or peculation of any kind 
being met with an uncompromising denun- 
ciation to the Throne. We further lay the 
suid high authorities under a positive ob- 
ligation to direct their provincial committee 
to break through the trammels of private 
friendship and interests and draw up strict 
rules which they are actively to enforce. 
Finally, within three months from the date 
of the receipt of this Decree, We require 
that reports be furnished Us of the action 
takeu in compliance with these commands, 
together with lists of the officers attached 
to the various collectorates and the salaries 
paid them ; copies of these reports will be 
simultaneously sent to the Board. Let this 
Decree be universally made known. 

December 30th.—(1) A Postscript Me- 
morial from the Governor-General of 
Szechuen supplementing the periodical 
return of casualties récently submitted by 
him with the following cases recently 
reported to him. 

On the night of the 26th of September a 
fire broke out near and outside the western 
gate of the District town of Féng-tu which 
was aggravated by a high wind, causing it 
to extend to houses inside the walls, where 
1,500 dwelling houses were destroyed and 
thirty four peop e were burnt to death. 

On the night of the 28th of September s 
fire broke out outside the gate of the town 
of Fou Chow, during a gale of wind which 
blew the sparks about and caused the 
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conflagration to extend northwards along 
the western and northern suburbs of the 
town, where over three thonsand buildings 
were destroyed and over a hundred people 
were burnt to death. 

Again, on the night of the 21st Septem- 
ber a fire broke out in the market tuwu of 
Ta-shan in the P‘éng-shui District, which 
destroyed over a hundred dwelling houses. 

YTemporary relief has been affurded by 
the local authorities and gentry in. each 
instance, and the Memorialist has sent 
special officers tv ascertain the actual 
amount of damage done and has ordered 
the issue of Government funds to various 
amounts for the assistance of the people 
who have been rendered homeless by these 
disasters. He would add a request that as 
the mishaps above reported were in each 
case beyond the power of human effort to 
control, the authorities interested may be 
spared the infliction of the penalties to 
which they are legally liable for accidents 
of the kind. : 

(2) A Memorial from the acting Gover- 
nor uf Shanai offering a humble tribute of 
thanks to His Majesty for having gracious- 
ly permitted him to offer the allowance 
granted to the Governor of the province for 
the prevention of salt smuggling as a modest 
contribution towards the military expendi- 
ture which is now pressing so hardly on 
the State (see Gazette of 6th and 15th). 

He has now the honour to report that 
applications have been made to him from 
the Financial Commissioner and the Salt 
Intendant to the effect that it has been 
& constant source of grief to them that 
they have no households that they can 
break up and realise upon in order to 
testify in a humble degree their gratitude 
to His Majesty for the favours of which 
they have been the recipients, aud they 
now beg that the allowances attached to 
their respective offices for the maintenance 
of a salt preventive service may be applied 
to military expenditure. ‘These allowances 
amount in the aggregate to something near 
Tis. 6,000 yearly. A similar application 
has been made by the Prefect of Oh‘ang- 
sha Fu, and in submitting the above re- 
quests to His Majesty the Memorialist 
would respectfully observe that although 
the total of something less than Tis, 
10,000 per annum which they represent is 


as a mere drop of water in a river, the | 


aggregate of annual collections will be 
sufficiently appreciable to warrant the 
sanction of the request which has been 
made with all sincerity. There are three 
other prefectures in Hunan, viz.: Yo-chou, 
Ch‘ang-té and Ch‘éu-chou, to which similar 
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allowances are granted, but the offer to 
forego these allowances for the benefit of 
the State should be the spontaneous act of 
the authorities concerned. As soon as all 
the reports in answer to the Memorialist’s 
instructions have been received, a general 
reburn shall be compiled for submission to 
His Majesty of the contributions offered. 

In a Rescript appended to the Memorial 
the public spirit of the officers in question 
is commended and their offer is accepted. 

December 31st.—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied with a report, which is 
continued in the next day’s issue, from the 
Commissioners Yén Hesii and Ch‘i Shih- 
ch‘ang on the result of their inspection of 
the embankments of the Yellow River in 
Shantung, and furnishing a detailed answer 
to all the charges which have lately been 
brought against the Governor of the pro- 
vince by various Censors. 

The Memorialist have already reported 
their moveineuts up to the 10th of October 
last, and they beg to state in continuation 
of their final Memorial, that they have now 
inspected all the embankments and taken 
careful measurements of their dimensions, 
which they have found in every instance 
to correspond with the specifications given 
and in some places to exceed them. Careful 
charts of the works have been prepared 
upon which the embankments are clearly 
shown. 

During their passage through the districts 
in which the distress of the people is the 
greatest the Memorialists were besieged 
with applications for relief, and they caused 
questions to be put to the people on various 
points in connection with the charges 
against the Governor, besides acquiring 
information In many other ways direct and 
indirect. 

These charges are then considered one 
by one at considerable length, and in every 
case refuted. The embankments, which 
were said tu be scamped and not up to 
standard, were, as stated above, in all cases 
up to specification and in some cases ex- 
ceeded the contract dimensions, while in 
answer to the complaint that reports of 
certain breaches in the embankments were 
withheld the Memorialists give a history 
of each breach that occurred in the Districts 
referred to and show that not only were 
these duly reported but that the supple- 
mentary accusation of interference with 
the people’s embankment in the interest of 
the public one is equally incorrect. They 
dismiss the charge that the Governor has 
caused several people to be put to death for 
cutting portions of the embankment to save 
their own land with the remark that it would 
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be inexpedient to enquire too closely into 
the means adopted to prevent the commis- 
sion of acts which would briny about dis- 
aster to the many for the-benefit of the 
few. Their enquiries convinced them that, 
whatever the Governor did do, was under- 
taken with the sole aim of securing the 
interests of the people to the best of his 
ability. 

Coming to the clauses in the indictment 
against the Governor with reference to the 
wasteful expenditure of Goverument funds, 
the execution of inferior work, and the 
systematic deceit indulged in in his reports 
to the Throne, together with the oppression 
and tyranny he is said to have exercised 
over the people, the Memorialists acquit 
him of each and all of these charges. They 
think, however, that, while he acted for 
the best, he was slightly mistaken in some 
of the views he held, more especially in 
connection with the outlets provided for 
letting off the surplus waters of the Yellow 
River into the sea. The only outlet of this 
kind at present provided is at Ning-hai, 
and they consider that the Governor, who 
is always open to conviction and ready to 
do what is best for the public interests, 
should be called upon to provide a second 
outlet. Enquiry has also proved the fallacy 
of the charges that the people were not 
paid for the earth they provided in the 
construction of the embankments or for 
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the land which was absorbed by the latter. 
The charge against the Governor with 
regard to the holding of a theatrical enter- 
tainment and banquet is found to be 
equally exagyerated. Theatrical pieces 
were, it is true, performed on a certain day, 
but they merely took the form of a thank- 
offering to the God of the River on the 
completion of the'works; and, as a matter of 
fact, the breaches alluded to in the indict- 
ment did not occur on the date in question. 
The Memorialists found that it was also 
untrue that the Governor’s yamén was be- 
sieged by the majority of the officials in 
the province at New Year’s time to pay in- 
gratiatory visits, nor were fees exacted 
from these officials by gate porters or others 
in the Governor’s yamén. The above denial 
is made on the strength of the gate-man’s 
visitors’ book, which was inspected, and. 
the personal assurances of a number of 
officials, The Memorialists finally proceed 
to consider a host of pettly charges brought 
against the Governor and his subordinates, 
such as ‘‘squeezing ” on the part of certain | 
individuals in the issue of materials, the | 
arrogation of unwarranted state by others, ; 
who rode in sedan chairs with eight bearers | 
ete., etc., all of which are likewise refuted, | 
though in one or two instances the officers 
accused have found to be guilty of indis- 
cretions. | 





ADDENDA. 


The following Decrees and Memorials were published before their turn in the 


““N.-C. Daily News,” and will not be found wnder their proper dates. 





January 4th.—(1) The Censor Téng 
Ch‘éng-hsiu states that a report is current 
in Peking in connection with the failure of 
a bank styled the ‘‘Fu-kang,” that Wén 
Yii, President of the Board of Punishments 
and Assistant Grand Secretary, held over 
Tls. 700,000 in deposit with this bank. The 
Censor submits that although Wén Yii had 
enjoyed His Majesty’s most gracious favour 
in a marked degree during the twenty and 
more years of his official career in the 
capital and in the provinces, he had never 
established a high reputation for ability. 
On the contrary, it was generally said that 
his talents were of a most mediocre descrip- 
tion, and that he was nothing more nor less 
than a dullard. His plunder has now been 
unearthed, and from its enormous amount 
it is clear that it has been acquired through 
avarice and corruption, proving that his 
demerits do not consist merely in the pos- 
session of mediocre qualifications. The 
Censor cannot believe that it is the inten- 
tion of the Court that high officers should 
merely study their own dignity and comfort, 
and he would suggest that before reform 
can be expected of the official classes the 
seniors must conform to law and statute, 
and the juniors lead honest and frugal lives. 
Such an example should have been set by 
Wén Yii, who holds the position of Assistant 
Grand Secre The Censor finds no 
reason for hushing up the scandal that is 
now current regarding his connection with 
the Fu-kang Bank, and he opines that in 
the face of the evidence to be found in the 
books of that bank Wén Yi will hardly 
deny that he had deposited over Taels 
700,000 with the proprietor. He therefore 
prays that an officer may be specially de- 
puted to ascertain the exact amount which 
Wén Yii had lodged in the bank, and how 
he managed to amass so large a sum, with a 
view to his subsequent denunciation and 
punishment. 

In reply to this Memorial a Decree was 
published on the 20th Deceinber, directing 
the Governor of Peking to institute en- 
quiries and report. 

On the 30th of December, this report was 
published. In it the Memorialist states 
that having gone over the Deposit accounts 
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of the Fu-kang Bank, which showed a total 
of Tls. 400,000, he could find no entry of 
any money belonging to Wén Yii. The 
deposit and current account appeared under 
various names ; Mr. so and so, Corporation 
so and so, or firm so and so; and the 
manager declared that these accounts did 
not include any money the Bank held for 
Wén Yii. At the same time he has to re- 
port that amongst the letters and petitions 
he received after the failure of the Bank 
from merchants and others holding deposit 
receipts was a letter from Wén Yii, stating 
that he had had transactions with this Bank 
and would be glad to have his account 
settled. The deposition of the Manager 
was to the effect Wén Yii had over Taels 
300,000 in the Bank, and when cross- 
examined as to the Tls. 700,000 he declared 
that Wén Yii had formerly deposited certain 
moneys with the Bank, but as the receipts 
were made payable to bearer they were not 
entered in the Deposit receipt ledger. The 
counterfoil of the bill-book showed eight 
entries of Tls. 50,000 each and one entry 
of Tls. 60,000, total Tis. 460,000, and the 
first entry was headed ‘‘ the Wén House.” 
Wen Yii, according to the Manager’s state- 
ment, had transmitted the money through 
a family friend, and the Bank in issuing 
the receipts only endorsed the date of 
maturity, and gave separate coupons for 
the interest payable to bearer. It was for 
this reason that no entry of the transaction 
appeared in the ledger. The Memorialist 
adds that among the claims lodged with 
him against the Fu-kang Bank is one on 
behalf of Wén Hui, ex-Financial Commis- 
sioner of Kiangsi, for Tls. 100,000 which 
this officer had deposited in the Bank 
through his brother Wén Yii. The Memo- 
rialist suggests that Wén Yii should be 
called upon to account direct to His Majesty 
for the moneys thus referred to which 
appear under his name. 

in the same issue the report of Wén Yit 
is published. He admits having deposited 
Tls. 360,000 with the Fu-kang Bank, and 
accounts for the possession of so large an 
amount by the explanation that it represents 
the savings he has managed, by the exercise 
of care and economy to collect during an 


official career extending over a period of | 


thirty years. He was appointed in the 
reign Tao Kuang, when he held the pust of 
Senior Secretary of a Board, to the rank of 
Taotai, succeeding in due course to the 
offices of Financial Commissioner, Governor, 
and Governor-General. During this time 
he held the Superintendency of Customs at 
Fuhkien, and subsequently at Peking, two 
very lucrative appointments: being of a 


saving disposition he had gradually accumu- ~ 


lated the sum of Tls. 360,000, which he 
paid into the Fu-kang Bank, as shown on 
the counterfoil of the bill-book of that 
Bank. The Tls. 100,000 referred to by 
Chou Chia-mei represented the savings of 
his brother Wén Hui from his salary during 
his occupancy of the various posts to which 
His Majesty had been pleased to appoint 
him. submitting these statements to 
His Majesty he has, he says, made a full 
and accurate avowal. 

On the 25th of December an Imperial 
Decree was issued acknowledging the receipt 
of this Memorial, which is summarised at 
considerable length. While giving Wén 
Yii credit for having been frank and truth- 
ful in his explanations, His Majesty never- 
theless orders that he shall pay into the 
public exchequer the sum of Ts. 100,000, 
and commands the Governor of Peking to 
recover this amount from the Fu-kang 
Bank as part of its official liabilities. 


April 8th.—(1) A Decree written with 
the Vermilion Pencil. 


We have reverently received the follow- 
ing commands from Her Imperial Majesty 
the Empress Dowager. 


At the present moment the pristine 
vigour of the Empire is impaired, and the 
difficulties of the time are greater than 
ever ; administration is mismanaged and 
the people find no rest. The services of 
capable men are absolutely required for the 
conduct of private affairs whether central 
or provincial. The Grand Council is the 
pivot upon which all administration inter- 
nal and external turns. Yi Hsin, Prince 
Kung, and those associated with him were 
in the first instance fairly careful in their 
conduct and zealous in the assistance which 
they rendered, but as time went on they 
became self satisfied and thought only of 
securing their own aggrandisement, while 
of late years their daily increasing rank 
and emoluments have caused them to lapse 
into a corresponding condition of perfuncto- 
riness. Every effort made by the Court to 
exert itself and to endeavour to exercise 
good government has been met by fallacious 
adherence to preconceived notions and an 
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unwillingness to display any genuine 
exertion in the execution of its behes:s. 
Their conduct has been repeatedly criti- 
cised in detail by those who have the right 


coe eR 


to speak. They have been charged with - 


concealment, with indifference to public 
interests, with corruption and with a want 
of perception in the selection of fitting agents. 
Now the Domestic Law of this Dynasty 
is stringent in the extreme, and if it be 
said that any member of the Imperial 


line, in imitation of someone of former . 
generations, is anxious to usurp power ; 


and throw the Govefnment into confusion, 


not only would no one dare to harbour the ' 


thought, but the Laws would not permit 
of the execution of such a design. Inas- 
much however as the mischief wrought 
by the shortcomings above referred to is 
already by no means slight, if We con- 


tinue to pursue a course of indulgent tolera- ; 


tion and make no change in Our attitude, ; 


how shall We promote that policy of na- : 


tional dignity which is the legacy of our 
illustrious forefathers? How, too, when 
the Emperor in due course of time takes 
the reins of Government into his own 
hands, will he be able to carry out his 
various duties in a satisfactory manner! 
If We were to give publicity to each and 
every one of the denunciations that have 
been launched against them (the Granl 
Council), We could not continue to be 
influenced by considerations of kindred or 
high positions, nor could We endeavour 
indirectly to protect them by reason of 


their age or long service, as this would ; 


be repugnant to the broad principles of 


magnanimity by which the Court is actuated ; 


in its administration of affairs. When We 
speak of these things or reflect upon them 
Our heart is filled with compassion. 

Yi Hsin, Prince Kung, and the Grand 
Secretary Pao Yiin have been longest in 


oftice, and upon them heavy punishment ! 
But when We bear in | 


should rightly fall. 
mind that the one is afflicted with many 
ailments and that the other is stricken in 
years, We purposely take note of the past 
meritorious services of the first, and extend 
protection to the second as he nears the 
last stage of his journey through life. 

As a special act of grace We command 
that Yi Hsin shall retain his hereditary 
rank of Imperial Prince of the First Order. 
which shall be secured to his family for 
ever, together with the emoluments at- 
taching thereto. But he will be deprived 
of every office that he holds and the double 
allowances that were granted him as 4 
special mark of benevolence, and he will 
remain at home and attend to his ailments. 
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Pao Yun will retire from ottice with his 
present rank. 

Li Hung-tsao, Assistant Grand Secretary 
and President of the Board of Civil Office, 
has served in the Palace for years, but he 
is hampered by a want of ability and 
experience, with the result that he mis- 
manages everything that he undertakes. 

Ching Lien, President of the Board of 
War, can do no more than carry out his 
allotted duties in a mechanical way, but 
the power of organisation is not his strong 
point. Both these officers will relinquish 
all the offices they hold and be transferred 
to other posts with the deprivation of two 
steps of commutative rank. 

Weng T‘ung-ho, President of the Board 
of Works, has just entered the Grand 
Council at a time when there are many 
affairs on hand. Although he is not con- 
spicuous for ability, there is on the other 
hand no blame to be attached to him. As 
an Act of Special Grace We deprive him only 
of his official rank and allow him to retain 
his office, but he will retire from the Grand 
Council, continuing as before to officiate in 
the Imperial School-room. This to mani- 
fest the discrimination We exercise in the 
awarding of punishments. 

We have been quietly observing the 
motives and methods of the aforesaid Prince 
and high ofticers for some time past and We 
are aware that it is absolutely impossible 
that they can rouse themselves from the 
condition into which they have fallen, 
while there is every reason to fear that the 
deeper the mischief they work, the heavier 
will be the punishment they must receive. 
We have therefore done all in our power 
to save them by the infliction of the light- 
est penalty that their offence will permit of. 
It is not for the commission of an ordinary 
or trifling offence or by reason of a single 
impeachment by some ofticer of inferior 
rank that We have caused the Prince and 
high officers to retire into leisure or be de- 
prived of rank. 

From this time forth all officials, high 
and low, whether they be serving in the 
capital or the provinces, must positively be 
earnestly on their guard against the sin of 
perfunctoriness. Let them one and all 
give expression to their views with loyalty 
and sincerity, provided that their criticisms 
are just and equitable. Their aims must 
be far-seeing and wide in scope. We shall 
look only at the motive which prompts the 
suggestion and not at these suggestions 
themselves, but should this be of benetit to 
the state, they will never fail to méet with 
their due meed of praise and tangible re- 
ward, Partisanship, on the other hand, or 
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favouritism, or the furtherance of private 
interests under the cloak of public aims, 
struggling for the supremacy, or backbiting, 
or, which is worse, conduct of a low and 
debasing character such as bribery and cor- 
ruption, will assuredly be promptly un- 
masked and punished unmercifully, as the 
law requires. 

Let this be universally made known. 

August 27th.—A Decree. That Annam 
is a tributary state of Our Chinese Empire, 
and has been included in the Dynastic 
Institutes as such for more than 200 years, 
is known alike to Chinese and foreigners. 

The French, entertaining an unscrupu- 
lous desire to give full play to their own 
greed of aggrandisement, after first taking 
the provinces of southern Annam, have 
next proceeded to capture Hanoi and other 
places, slaughtering the people, benefiting 
themselves from the territory, and seizing 
the revenue and taxes. The Prince and 
Ministers of Annam in bewilderment and 
weakness concluded with them an unautho- 
rised Treaty, without reporting the fact to 
Us. However unscrupulous the action of 
France was in this, Annam, on her side, 
had also shared in the offence, and for this 
reason We forbore to take notice of the 
matter, and explanations were not pressed 
for. 

In the winter of the 10th year of Kuang 
Hsu [close of 1882] the French Envoy 
Bourée drew up with Li Hung-chang at 
Tientsin a Treaty in three Articles. While 
commands were being laid upon the Tsung- 
li. Yamén to come to a satisfactory settle- 
ment in conference, France proceeded to 
withdraw her Envoy and reversed the 
arrangement, and Our magnanimity was 
met by increased arrogance and greed on 
her part. 

The provinces of Sontai and Bacninh are 
territorry occupied by garrisons of Our 
troops, stationed there for the extirpation of 
the Annamese’ banditti and the protection 
of a frontier dependency,—a measure in no 
possible way atiecting the French nation. 
But in the second moon of the present 
year (March 1884) the French having ac- 
tually attacked the defensive garrisons, a 
Decree had been issued explaining the facts 
of the case, and a proposal was pending for 
the despatch of troops to take possession 
of these places and restore peace, when 
Fournier, a Captain of the above Power, 
took the initiative in approaching China 
with proposals of peace. 

At that time the above Power was ina 
most dangerous position on account of 
Egyptian affairs, and China, who was well 
aware of the difficult situation in which 
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France was, might well have rejected these 
advances in imperious terms. But We dis- 
played Our magnanimity by consenting to 
the proposal being carried into effect, and 
specially appointed Li Hung-chang, who 
negotiated a preliminary Treaty in five 
Articles, which was signed by both parties. 

The garrisons of Langson and Pao Shéng 
were, in accordance with this settlement, to 
be retire after three months from conclusion 
of the Treaty, and repeated commands were 
given to the garrisons in question to remain 
holding their original positions, but they 
were not permitted to assume the aggressive. 
These commands were faithfully observed. 

The above-named Power, however, in 
disobedience to the Treaty concluded, 
suddenly, on the first and second of the 
intercalary 5th moon (22nd and 23rd June), 
on the plea of patrolling the frontier, made 
a direct attack on the garrison in Langson 
territory, and was the first to deliver a 
fierce assault with artillery. Only then did 
Our forces give battle, and losses were sus- 
tained on both sides. 

The French having in violation of the 
Treaty wantonly commenced hostilities and 
inflicted losses on the Imperial troops, the 
ne might righly be decided by arms. 

earing in mind, however, the Treaty of 
friendship of over twenty years’ standing, 
We were unwilling on account of this oc- 
currence, to finally abandon our previous 
bond of alliance, and We still authorised 
the Ysung-li Yamén to continue communi- 
cations with the French Envoy in the 
Capital, demonstrating again and again Our 
reasonableness and consideration. We fur- 
ther on the 24th of the intercalary 5th 
moon (15th July), issued a public Decree 
withdrawing Our troops in accordance with 
the Treaty and thus manifested Our abso- 
lute good faith. The highest possible de- 
gree of humanity and unselfishness marked 
Our complete maintenance of peaceful coun- 
sels. Had the French the slightest ac- 
quaintance with the principles of civilised 
life, they would have reversed their con- 
duct in repentance.» But they have been 
from the first obstinate in their misdoing, 
and insincere and unscrupulous in their 
language ; they have violently demanded 
unwarrantable war expenses, and have put 
forward inordinate demands. 

The forts at Kelung were taken on the 
5th instant, but on Liu Ming-ch‘uan going 
out to met the enemy, he defeated and 
they thereupon withdrew. 

On the 23rd instant, Ho Ching (the 
Governor-General of Fuhkien) and other 
officials received notice from the French 
Consul that hostilities would commence ; 
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whereas before the receipt of this notice, 
the French had already attacked and de- 
stroyed [Chinese] war and merchants vessels 
at Pagoda Anchorage. They had also bom- 
barded and destroyed the Arsenal. 

Notwithstanding that Our soldiers burned 
two French ships and destroyed one of their 
torpedo boats, besides killing officers and 
men, they have not yet been sufficiently 
punished. The French only adopt crafty 
schemes and are most uncertain in their 
actions. It was they who commenced hos- 
tilities, and if they be allowed to go any 
longer unpunished, how can justice be 
righted and popular feeling complied with. 

We therefore publish their unjustifiable 
conduct to the world in general, that all 
may know that the French have inten- 
tionally annulled the Treaty, and that the 
quarrel arose on their side. 

For years troops have been trained and 
military affairs attended to by all the high 
officials holding military jurisdiction as 
well as the Governors-General and Gov- 
ernors concerned on purpose to be prepared 
for warding off any hostile attack. 


If French vessels of war enter any of the ; 


maritime ports, they are to be strenuously 
attacked and driven off by the troops told 
off for the coast defence, and wherever 


attacks [on the French] should be made by | 
land, Our land-forces must press forward | 


without delay. 


Liu Yung-fu although loyal-hearted, has | 
not met with the promotion [he deserved], | 


because the Annamese are not clever at 
discriminating character. He is by origin 
a Chinese subject. He can at once be re- 
ceived back and enter Our employ. ‘ Let 
him be put in the list of Ti-tus (General-in- 
chief) and be selected for active employ- 
ment, a single-eyed peacock’s feather will 
be bestowed upon him. His followers must 
exert all their skill to vanquish [the French] 
and recover with all speed all the cities in 
Annam which the French have usurped. 

All Our officers and men who shall dis- 
tinguish themselves shall have special favour 
shown them and shall be rewarded from 
Our privy purse. Those, however, who re- 
treat or show remissness shall be decapitated 
then and there in sight of the army. 

We take the greatest interest in this 
matter and did not lightly consent to go to 
war out of consideration for Our people, 
who; once troops are moved about in num- 
bers are struck with consternation. 

The French have on this occasion violated 
the Treaty and broken faith. This has 
aroused universal rage, which cannot be 
easily pacified, and there is no resource but 
war. 








The train-bands of all the provinces are 
of one mind and are certain, equally with 
Ourself, to detest and be enraged with the 
- enemy ; the Governors-General and Gov- 
ernors concerned will therefore also use the 
train-bands both on active and garrison 
service and they will receive the same be- 
- nefits and rewards as the regulars. 

It is the French who have violated the 
- Treaty and commenced hostilities. The 
other nationalities have long had Treaties 
. with China and have not the slightest dis- 
_ agreement with us. On no account, there- 
fore, can Our friendly relations with them 
be allowed to suffer on account of the 
» French affair. Let all the high authorities 
of the seaboard give strictest injunctions to 
the local and military authorities to afford 
_ protection without distinction to the traders 
and people of all the other nationalities. 
. Similar protection must likewise be afforded 
to those French officials, traders and mis- 
- sionaries who desire to stay where they are 
and quietly attend to their affairs. Those, 
however, who mix themselves up in the war, 
will, on its being known, be punished in 
accordance with public law. ; 

The high authorities must at once notify 
the soldiery and people that if any of them 
seize this opportunity to cause disturbance 
_ or misbehave themselves, it will be in direct 
- defiance of Our Decree. My loyal and up- 
tight soldiers and people are certain not to 
misbehave themselves, but the scoundrels 
- who do are at once to be'seized and decapi- 
tated ; there can be no pardon. 

This Decree is to notify Our intention to 
protect the general interests. It is to be 
universally proclaimed. 

October 2nd.—(2) On the 22nd of last 
May the Memorialist received a communi- 
cation from the Grand Council which 
_ Teached. him at Lung-chow as he was tra- 
velling towards Tonquin. In this com- 
munication he was informed that the follow- 
ing Decree had been issued on the 8th of 

ay :— 

__ “We have this day received a Memorial 
from Hsii Yén-hsii denouncing the Com- 
manders in an engagement for want of 
energy and requesting that Ch‘én Ch‘ao- 
kang, Provincial Commander-in-Chief, with 
Colonels Tang Min-hsiian and Chou Ping- 
lin be cashiered. We have previously com- 
manded that Ch‘én Té-kuei and Tang Min- 
hsiian be put to death in the presence of 
the army, and that Ch‘én Chao-kang and 
Chou Ping-lin be forthwith cashiered and 
handed over to P‘an Ting-hsin, who will 
ascertain the exact particulars of their case 
and request Our instructions as to the man- 
her in which they are to be dealt with.” 
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Again, on the 2nd of June, while in camp 
at Langson in Tonquin, the Memorialist re- 
ceived a letter from the Governorr-General 
at Canton, informing him that he, the 
Governor-General, had received by Board 
of War express on the 20th of May, through 
the Inner Council, a copy of an Imperial 
Decree dated 12th April in the following 
words :— é 

‘* We have previously issued secret orders 
calling upon P‘an Ting-hsin to go with all 
despatch outside the Chén-nan Gate in 
Kuangsi and proclaim Our commands that 
Hsii Yén-hsii be cashiered and arrested for 
trial in due course; also that Wang Té- 

ang proclaim Our commands that Huan 

uei-lan and Chao Wo be cashiered an 
arrested for trial in due course.” 

As the Memorialist has earlier reported 
in his postscript Memorial of June the Ist, 
Hsii Yén-hsii had already arranged, prior 
to the receipt of the copy of this Decree, 
to start from Lung-chow, and Ch‘én Té- 
kuei and Tang Ming-hsiian had also been 
decapitated in front of the army in 
obedience to His Majesty’s commands. 

On his arrival at Langson, the Memo- 
rialist at once commenced with the aid of 
Wang Té-pang to make enquiries from day 
to day into the circumstances of the loss of 
Bacninh. He should explain that Bacninh 
is 290 li from Langson, and that Tz‘it-shan 
Fu (FS FF) lies 30 li to the south of it ; 
10 4 from this, again, is a place known as 
Hsin-ho (#f ji) on the river which flows 
in a line paralled with the town and is the 
highway of communication with Hanoi. 
Some 60 odd li to the South-east of Bacninh 
is the Ch‘in-yi Gate (77 §EBR) which is 
close to a place on the river known as the 
Liu T‘ou Chiag (7) BAZL), above which is 
San Chian K‘ou (=jf£P), and, 10 
further up the stream, a place on the Tso 
Ho (4 iJ) or Left River, which stream 
enters the channel called Yiieh-té K‘ou (Kj 
BD) that flows by the villages of Fu- 


lang (4k $f) and Fu-liang (KEL). Thirty 
li further Yung-ch‘in (jj 3%R) is reached ; 
this place is situated to the North-east of 
Bacninh from which it is distant some 7 or 
8 li and was occupied by the rear of the 
Chinese army. 

After the loss of Sontay, Bacninh was 
completely isolate and was assailable on 
all four sides. Huang Kuei-lan and Chao 
Wo in the first instance disposed their 
forces as follows :— 

The eastern division of the army occupied 
Bacninh, Fu-liang, Yung-ch‘iu and Lang- 
son, and the western division occupied Tz‘t- 
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shan, Hsin-ho, Liu T‘ou Chiang and San 
Chiang K‘ou. In consequence of the large 
area that had to be defended it was not 
easy to make a distribution of the forces 
adequate to the requirements of the situ- 
ation, and reinforcements to the number of 
over 40 battalions were sent forward during 
the period between autumn of last year and 
the present spring. Although Tzi-shan is 
on the main highway to Bacninh it is some 
distance by road from thence to the latter 
town, and the French, confident in the 
superiority of their military skill, ran their 
steamers for reconnoitring ta ea to and 
from Liu T‘ou Chiang and Fu-lang. 

At this period eight battalions were in 
occupation of Liu T‘ou Chiang and San 
Chiang K‘ou under the command of the 
following officers :— Tang Ming-hsiian, 
Colonel ; Hsieh Chou and T‘ien Fu-chih, 
First Captains ; Li Yin-kuang, Lieutenant, 
and Li Fu-liang, Li Jun, Kao Yo-sung and 
Ch‘énT ‘ien-sung,non-commissioned oflicers. 
Two battalions occupied Fu-liang under 
Ch‘én Té-kuei and the Colonel Li Ying- 
kuang, and at Yung-ch‘iu there were two 
battalions under Ch‘én Chao-kang, Com- 
mander-in-chief, and Chai Shih-hsiang, 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Six battalions were posted outside Bac- 
ninh under the following officers :—Chou 
Ping-lin, Colonel; Li Féng-chén and Shang 
Kuo-jui, First Captains, and, Chia Kuei, 
Second Captain. 

One battalion consisting of two wings was 
posted inside the walls of Bacninh under 
Chiang Ta-chang, Lieutenant Colonel, and 
Wang Heiao-hsien, Lieutenant. 

At Lang-shan, to the south of Bacninh, 
there were to battalions under two Colo- 
nels, Li Shih-hsiu and Huang Ts‘ai-kuei. 
The remainder of the forces was distributed 
between Tz‘i-sham, Kuei-yang, Hsin-ho 
and Tso-ho. 

On the 8th of March the main body of 
the French army crossed the Liu T‘ ou/ 
Chiang in steamers and boats to Fu-liang/ 
where they landed and made an attack 
upon the garrisons. Chén Té-kuei and 
his contingent were driven back, when the 
enemy pressed on and threatened Kuei- 
yang, and had it not been for the energetic 
resistance offered by Wei Ho-li, Li Ying- 
kuang and Chai Shih-hsiang the fighting 
would have ended then and there. 

On the 12th of March the French army 
was reinforced and additional steamers were 
brought up, when a direct ascent of the 
stream was made from Fu-liang, the invad- 
ing force being divided into three columns 
which advanced to the attack of Tz‘i-shan,: 
Hsin-ho and San Chiang K‘ou respectively, 
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the assault being made by land and water | 


simultaneously. 
Wo went out by different routes to meet 
the enemy, themselves taking up a central 
position between the advancing columns. 
The engagement lasted until 4 p.m., when 
two of the French ships suddenly ascended 
to Yung Ch‘iu and their men occupied the 
forts on the various earth mounds at that 
place from whence they opened fire on all 
sides. Ch‘én Ch‘ao-kang and Chou Ping- 
lin being unable to hold their own against 
the enemy retired in disorder, and when 


Huang Kuei-lan and Chao - 


the news of their defeat reached Huang | 
Kuei-lan and Chao Wo these officers re- | 


treated to the vicinity of Bacninh, but they 
found that the Annamese officials had 
already opened the gates of the town and 
fled, while the converts inside and outside 
the walls had gone out to welcome the 
enemy. Thereupon the officers in question 
fell back upon T‘ai-yiian under the pro- 
tection of their respective body guards, 
while the battalions at Tz‘ti-shan and Hsain- 
ho also broke up and dispersed. 


The above is a true and particular ac- | 


count of the fall of Bacninh, the details of 
which have been corrobated by Chao Wo 
and the other officers whose depositions 


were taken down by officers depute for the . 


purpose. They all admitted that they had 
shown ingratitude for the Heavenly bounty 
of which they had been the recipients and 


prayed that the severest punishment might — 


be meted out to them. 


The Memorialist then proceeds to enume- 


rate the penalties which he considers should : 


be inflicted upon the officers to whose want 
of energy the defeat is attributable. Ina 


decree published in the Gazette of 13th : 


September the Memorialist is taken severe- 

ly to task for the leniency of the penal- 

ties he suggests and they are considerably 
ugmented. 

November 7th.—(1) Liu Ming-ch‘uan 
reports that the French forces having made 
an assault on Hu-wei, the Imperial troops 
gave them battle, and gained a victory 
under circumstances which he describes. 


The French fleet being stationed at T‘ai- ; 


pei, Hu-wei and other places, the French 
troops made a vigorous attack upon the 8th 
of October, and landed Sun K‘ai-hua, Pro- 
vincial Commander-in-chief, advanced by 
different routes to attack them with the 


‘forces under his command, Chang Kao- 


yuan, Provincial Commander-in-chief, and 
others, also leading their divisions against 
the enemy. The Frenchtroops were repulsed, 
and again advanced several times, but our 
troops engaged them at close quarters, Sun 
K‘ai-hua making a direct advance upon 





them with his men, and beheading the 
oficer bearing the standard, which he cap- 
tured, besides killing about 300 of the 
enemy. Being unable to hold their own, 
the enemy fled in confusion and were de- 
feated, numbers of those who retreated .to 
the sea shore being drowned in the struggle 
to get to the boats. 


It is naturally fitting that rewards of an 
exceptionally liberal character should be 
bestowed upon those officers who specially 
distinguished themselves upon the occasion. 
The bravery, loyalty and martial prowess dis- 


played by Sun K‘ai-hua, Acting Comman- / 


der-in-chief of land forces in Fuhkien, 
whose name is recorded for a substantive 
appointment to this rank and who holds 
the position of Brigadier General of the 
Chang-chou Division, are especially deserv- 
ing of commendation, he having placed 
himself in the van of battle ; and as a special 
Act of Grace We hereby command that he 
be invested with the hereditary title of 
Ch‘i-tu-yii, or noble of the 7th grade. Also 
tai the following articles be bestowed upon 
him :— 

1 Feather-tube of white jade. 

1 Thumb.-ring of white jade. 

1 Dagger with a handle of white jade. 

1 Flint and steel. 

1 Pair of large pouches. 

2 Small pouches. 


Liu Ming-ch‘uan represents that Chang 
Kao-yuan, Provincial ae 
has already been recommended for rewar 
in the Keelung affair, and that Brigadier 
General Liu Chao-yu being his, the Memo- 
rialist’s, great-nephew, he does not apply for 
rewards for either of these officers. As 
they have both, however, distinguished 
themselves in battle they should naturally 
receive marks of special favour as well as 
the rest, and We hereby command that a 
white jade feather-tube, a white jade thumb- 
ring, a dagger with a handle of white jade, a 
flint and steel, and a pair of large pouches be 
bestowed respectively on Chang Kao-yuan 
and Liu Chao-yu. Chang Kao-yuan will 
further be committed to the Board for the 
determination of the most liberal forms of 
reward, and Liu Chao-yu will have the 
brevet of Provincial Commander-in-chief 
bestowed upon him. 

A long list of rewards that are bestowed 
upon various officers here follows, one of 
whom obtains the distinction of the Yellow 
Riding Jacket, while two are to have their 
names recorded for appointment to the post 
of Brigadier General upon a vacancy oc- 
_ curring. Others receive the title of baturw 
in addition to the bestowal of brevet 
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rank, while others, again, are to be 
honoured with the decoration of the pea- 
cock’s feather. 

The Decree concludes with the announce- 
ment that Her Majesty the Empress 
Dowager has ordered the sum of Tls. 10,000 
from the Privy Purse to be bestowed upon 
the soldiery who displayed bravery during 
the action, and calls upon Liu Ming-ch‘uan 
to continue rigorously to resist the insults 
of the foe. 


November 21st.—His Majesty’s Slave 
Liu Ming-ch‘uan, Director of Affairs in 
Formosa, who holds the brevet of Provin- 
cial Governor, humbly submits the follow- 
ing report, showing how the enemy’s troops 
were landed and attacked Hu-wei, when 
our troops fought a sanguinary battle and 
gained a victory. ‘ 

The Memorialist has already reported to 
His Majesty the details of attack by differ- 
ent divisions of the French fleet upon Hu- 
wei, and of the energetic resistance that 
was offered by detachments of the Chinese 
troops selected as reinforcements for that 
place. 


On the 4th of October the French fleet 
was reinforced by three vessels, making a 
total of eight in all, and these opened fire 
from their heavy guns against the Hu-wei 
forts, the cannonade being kept up on 
successive days. So unintermittent and 
fierce was this fire that our troops were 
unable to maintain their ground, and Sun 
K‘ai-hua, Chang Kao-yuan and Liu Chao- 
yu had no resource but to conceal their 
troops in the woods which skirted the shore, 
where the men remained on the alert, 
passing the nights in the open air afraid to 
take any rest whatsoever. At 5a.m. on the 
8th the enemy’s ships suddenly dispersed, 
and Sun K‘ai-hua, feeling assured from 
certain indications that a force would be 
landed, directed Kung Chan-ao, the officer 
in charge of the right wing of the Cho Shéng 
regiment, to conceal himself in a place 
known as’ Chia Chiang, or ‘‘dummy creek,” 
Li Ting-ming, who commanded the central 
division of the same regiment, having orders 
to lie in ambush in a place called Yii-ch‘6 
K‘ou, while Fan Hui-yi, officer in command 
of the rear division, was directed to hold 
himself in reserve in the rear. Chang Kao- 
yuan and Liu Chao-yu ensconced themselves 
with two battalions, each from different 
regiments, behind the hill at the back of 
the large fort in order to prevent the enemy 
from circumventing our forces, and a batta- 
lion of the hillmen enrolled by Li T‘ung-én, 
under Chang Li-ch‘éng, were concealed in 
a gully in the hill on the northern road. 





These arrangements had just been com- 
pleted when a lateral fire was opened by 
the enemy’s ships, which discharged no less 
than several hundred rounds from their 
heavy guns, filling the sky with smoke and 
flame, the shell falling round like hail. 
While this fire was going on, about a thou- 
sand of the enemy’s troops were embarked 
in launches and foreign boats and landed at 
three points on the shore, from whence 
they made a straight rush for the fort, their 
bearing being fierce in the extreme. 

As soon as Sun K‘ai-hua saw that the 
enemy were pressing close upon him he 
stopped their advance at different points 
with the aid of Li Ting-ming and Fan Hui- 
yi, Chang Kao-yuan and the others advan- 
cing to the attack from the northern road. 
The enemy’s men were armed with weapons 
of precision and fought with all their might, 
the struggle lasting without intermission 
from 7 a.m. till noon. Time after time 
were they driven back, but they advanced 
again and again. Our men engaged them 
fiercely at close quarters, Chang Li-ch‘ing 
attacking them on the flank, while Sun 
K‘ai-hua assailed them boldly in the front 
and killed a standard bearer, capturing the 
flag which he carried. The zeal of our men 
was increased’ when they witnessed the 
capture of the flag, and a simultaneous 
rush was made from every side upon the 
enemy, twenty-five of whom were beheaded, 
amongst them being two officers, exclusive 
of about three hundred killed by musketry 
fire. The enemy, being unable to hold 
their own, finally broke and fled, our men 
pursuing them to the sea shore, where some 
seventy or more were drowned in the 
struggle to get to the boats. The enemy’s 
ships while endeavouring to cover this 
retreat with their guns struck one of their 
own steam-launches, and a Gatling gun 


Google 


which had been left behind was captured 


by our men. 

The two divisions under the command of 
Sun K‘ai-hua were the foremost to carry 
out his plans, and bore the brunt of the 
fight for a longer period than any others; 
they had consequently the largest number 
of casualties, three lieutenants being killed 
and over a hundred privates. All the other 
battalions also suffered loss. 

The above particulars of the victory were 
reported to the Memorialist by Sun K‘ai- 
hua, and he would draw attention to the 
fierce attack made by the enemy’s troops 
on this occasion upon the port of Hu-wei, 
when they landed their men with a fixed 
determination to gain the day, the intensity 
of their resolve to fight to the death being 
evidenced by the fact that their boats stood 
out to sea as soon as the men had been 
landed, in order to cut off their retreat. 
After the destruction of the fort our men 
had no guns to protect them, and had to 
rely solely on their own muscle in the 
deadly struggle that tock place. Though 
shot and shell rained down upon them their 
courage never failed them, nor did they 
once flinch, and in spite of the odds against 
them they managed to behead the standard- 
bearer and frustrate the fierce intentions of 
the foe, therein assuredly displaying energy 
of no ordinary kind. 

The Memorialist then proceeds to men- 
tion certain of the most deserving officers, 
naming the form of reward which he sug- 
gests should be bestowed on each. Sun 
K‘ai-hua heads the list, his name being 
followed by that of the commanders of the 
battalions who led the van of the fight. 

A list of the rewards bestowed upon the 
most prominent of those officers will be 
found in the Decree of 7th November, 
announcing the victory. 
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Original from 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 





BIOGRAPHICAL TABLE 


OF THE 


HIGH OFFICIALS COMPOSING THE CENTRAL AND PROVINCIAL 
GOVERNMENTS OF CIINA. 


[Nors.—This Table, which first appeared in the China Review, has been revised to 
; the end of 1883.] 


In the China Review of June, 1878, there appeared a Table of Chinese 
Provincial Officials, compiled from notes that the late Mr. Mayers had 
made during his long residence in China. Mr. Mayers intended, had his 
life been spared, to have prepared a much fuller record of the services of 
the principal metropolitan and provincial officials, and such a work from 
his pen would have been as valuable as interesting. The following Paper 
is an attempt to carry out on a very small scale Mr. Mayers’ design. 

At present, unless from his own experience, any knowledge of the 
previous career of a Chinese official on the part of a foreigner must be 
exceptional. There is no work in a Western language to which reference 
can be made when a question arises as to the history of men and events 
in China since the Treaty of 1860. The Chinese do not write biographies 
of living statesmen; and there is no publication in Chinese giving the 
posts that a man has held previously to his present appointment. Unless 
access can be obtained to an official’s li li * 751 RE) or t BR 4B) or 
to the records of the Board of Civil Office, the student of modern Chinese 
biography is reduced to blue books and the files of the Peking Gazette. 

Where the search for reliable information is so difficult, mistakes are 
sure to abound; and it is undoubtedly so in the present case. For 
instance, it is often stated by foreigners with the best reputation for 
Chinese scholarship that Li Hung-chang is the son of a small farmer, 
and that he learnt the Classics while following the plough on his father’s 
farm, which of course would do him great credit—if it were true. In 
fact, however, the Grand Secretary is no exception to the rule that 
successful scholars come of old literary families ; for he can boast five 
generations of lettered ancestors, and his father was a Fellow of the 
Hanlin College. 


* The account of his previous career which every official must take with him 
when granted audience by the Emperor. 

+ The copy of his approved essay which every successful candidate at either 
of the higher examinations has printed for the edification of his friends. Besides the 
essay itself many particulars as to the author's parentage, &c. &c., are given. 
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Notes and Explanations. 


(1) The ensuing Table includes the Ministers of the Grand Council, 
the Grand Secretariat, and the Yamén of Foreign Affairs, composing the 
executive of the Central Government; and all civilian officers of the 
Provincial Governments above the rank of Taotai, with the exception of 
the Literary Chancellors (Hsiieh Chéng i BX). These officers take no 
part in the administration of executive government, and their names 
would merely cumber a List intended for the use of foreigners. In 
addition, all officers of and above the rank of Taotai concerned with 
International business in China or abroad have been included. 

(2) Besides the posts held after reaching the rank of Taotai, as far 
as they could be ascertained, the writer has entered in the List the native 
Province of each official, and his ch‘u shén CH Fy) or mode of first 
appointment, whether by purchase or by obtaining a literary degree, and, 
if the latter, the degree taken. The data thus obtained suggest several 
considerations of interest. 

To those who regard China as under a foreign yoke it will seem 
strange that out of the 156 officials in this List, forming as they 
undoubtedly do the Supreme Government of the country, only 33 should 
be Manchus; yet such is the fact. The proportion of Manchus in the 
military service is perhaps greater; but it should be remembered that in 
China emphatically cedunt arma toge. 

It would appear that the purchase of office, from which huge sums 
have been obtained by the Government during the last twenty years, has 
affected to a very small extent indeed the higher offices in the State. 
Only 18 officials out of the 156 names in the List obtained their first 
appointment by purchase, and of these only 4 have reached the rank of 
Judicial Commissioner. 


(3) In order to give an idea of the area of selection from which 
those who obtain the higher literary degrees in China are taken, the 
following rough estimate has been prepared. 

Taking 30 years as the average age at which the degree of 
Metropolitan Graduate is obtained, and supposing European mortality 
tables to hold good, each man may be expected to live 32 years after 
taking that degree; and the examination being triennial, with the 
addition of ngén k‘é ( wi Fb or Special Grace Examinations, which may 
be estimated at 4 in the 32 years, there will be alive at one time 14 
persons who have received the degree of Primus, and 4,900 Metropolitan 
Graduates, 350 being selected at each examination. Taking 25 years as 
the average age at which the degree of Provincial Graduate is taken, a 
man may be expected to live 36 years after taking the degree, and the 
other conditions being the same as with the Metropolitan Graduates, there 
will be alive at one time 21,168 Provincial Graduates, 1,323 being 
selected at each examination. Following Mr. Hippisley, who places the 
population of China at two hundred and fifty million, there will be 125 
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million males, of whom, according to the rough native estimate,* one- 
fifth or 25 million receive enough education to bring them within the 
area of selection. Then Primus is one in 1,785,000, a Metropolitan 
Graduate one in 5,100, and a Provincial Graduate one in 1,180. Mr. 
Galton, in his ‘Hereditary Genius,” fixes the value of the epithet 
** eminent” when used in that work as one in 4,000, and “ illustrious” as 
one ina million. The distinction at home, which bears most resemblance 
to that of Primus in China, is: perhaps that of Senior Wrangler at 
Cambridge. Taking 23 as the average age of entrance to the Mathema- 
tical Tripos, there will be 37 Senior Wranglers alive at one time, 37 
being the expectation of life for a man at 23 years of age. The number 
of males in Great Britain is nearly 16 million. Taking the same 
proportion as in China, viz., + of that number as the area of selection, or 
3,200,000, a Senior Wrangler would be one in 86,500. This comparisén 
will not bear scrutiny: it is suggested merely as a help towards forming 
a rough idea of the value of degrees in China, 

(4) An admirable account of the various official ranks and degrees 
mentioned in the following Table, will be found in Mr. Mayers’ ‘‘ Chinese 
Government,” whence the English equivalents given below have been 
taken in every case. 

The following abbreviations have been employed : — 

M. 45—Metropolitan Graduate of the year 1845. ; 

Pr.=Primus ; S.—Secundus ; T.—Tertius; Q.—Quartus. 

P. G.=Provincial Graduate, 

L.=Licentiate. 

H.=Honorary Degree (iE 41 

M. S.=Military Service (Ee Wy). 

P.=Parchase [Be +] 

To save space the first two figures have been omitted in writing the 
year, e.g. 79=1879. ; 

Ma.=Manchu. 

Mg.=Mongul. 

H.=Han-chiin, Res Fl, the Chinese who went over to the Manchu 
side, when the latter possessed themselves of the Throne in the 17th 
century—Chinese Bannermen, 

Chkg.—Chéhkiang ; Chli.—Chihli; Fkn.—Fuhkien ; Ho.—Honan ; 
Hn.—Hunan; Hp.—Hupeh; Kan.—Kansuh; Kgsi—Kiangsi; Kgsu. 
—Kiangsu; Kwei.—Kweichow; Kwtg.—Kwangtung ; Kwsi.— Kwangsi ; 
Ngh.—Nganhwei; Shen.—Shensi; Shsi—Shansi; Shtg.—Shantung ; 
Szch.—Szech‘wan; Yiin.—Yiinnan; Two Kwang, Governor-Generalship 
of Kwangtung and Kwangsi; Two Kiang, Kiangsu, Nganhwei, and 
Kiangsi; Min Chéh, Fuhkien and Chéhkiang; Yin Kwei, Yiinnan and 
Kweichow. 


+ i L is] in the proportion of 2-4-2-2, 
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x*y The following Officers have been removed from the foregoing table :— 





Chang Hsien, forced to resign ...Sept. 8, 1880 Pao-héng, dismissed .... 1881 
Chin Kuo-shén, died ..............008 Aug. 1879 Shén Kuei-jéo, died 1881 
Chiun-chi, recalled ......... oes 1880 Shih Jung-kuang, forced to retire.Jan. 1881 
Ch‘ung-hou, cashiered ... ....Jan, 1880 Sun I-yen, retired ................000.- April 1880 
En-hsi, died ..............2066 i seceds Jan. 1878 Ting Shih-pin, dismissed ............March 1879 








Fang ‘ling-lu, superseded............ 1880 Ting Shou-ch‘ang, died..............June 1880 


Fu Ch‘ing-i, dismissed ............... March1880 Tsai Féng-nien, dismissed..... ...... Aug. 1879 
Ho Chao-ying, ordered to Peking Tséng-shou, died.......... de casbesnaeees 1879 

as unfit for his post ............ Nov. 1880 Wang Fa-pao, retired in mourning 1876 
Hsia Hsien-lun, died .................. Aug. 1879 Wang Hua-t‘ang, 4, 5, = 1878 
Kung-h-tisn, dismissed .. ............ Dok ASSL, Aan haul. died cece acassieeiieeesees 1879 
Li Ch‘ao-i, died ......csseccsseseeseeee May 1881 Won.ké, diemissed «0.0... July 1879 
Ling Chieh, died.........sseersseees April 1881 Wen-pin, died ...........cccesseeesee eee July 1880 
Liu Hei-bung, dismissed ............ April 1881 Yang Chung-ya, Aied.....ccecceeee vFeb. 18S0 
Liu Ping-lin, retired in ill-heath, 

1879 ; died.......cccceseceseeeeees oe 1882 
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Table compiled from the “ Court Circular” of the Pexina Gazerts showing 
the movements of the Emperor during the twelfth year of the reign Kuang Hsii. 











Number of 
Moon. ee State Visita. REMARKS, 


Days, 








fd) 


30 8 - Imperial Portrait Hall, 

State Imperial Ancestral Temple. 

Tzi Kuang Hall (Banquet to Mongol Princes, &c.) 
. Imperial Taoist Temple. 

. Imperial Portrait Hall. 

. Pao Ho Hall (Banquet.) 

The ‘‘ Western Square.” Pyrotechnic display. 

. Sacrificial Banquet. 


to 
to 
Ne OMIM ERED bom 


. Visit to Aunt of Emperor for the performance of funeral 
. Sacrificial Banquet. [obsequies. 


i) 
to 
© 
a 


Private Imperial Ancestral Temple. 
. Imperial Portrait Hall, 

. Private Imperial A».cestral Temple. 
. Imperial Portrait Hall. 

. State Imperial Ancestral Temple. 


i 
ow 
o 
-_ 


. Imperial Taoist Temple. 


- Imperial Taoist Temple. 
Do. do. 


Temple to God of Wind. 


Ode - oP woe 


Inter.5 29 4 


Imperial Taoist Temple. 
. Do do. do. 

. Temple to God of Thunder. 
. Temple to God of Rain, 


. Private Imperial Ancestral Temple. 
. Imperial Portrait Hall, 
Do. do. do. 
Ch‘ien-ching Hall (to receive Birthday congratulations. ) 
Imperial Taoist ‘Temple. 
. State Imperial Ancestral Temple. 
Theatrical Eutertainment. 
Do. do, 


PIP ON Rostom 


ex 


. Private Imperial Ancestral Temple. 
Do. do. do, do. 

. Imperial Portrait Hall. 

Do. do, do. 

Do. do. do. 


ed 


. Private Imperial Ancestral Temple, 
. Imperial Portrait Hall. 
Do. do. do, 


prom 


© 
i] 
i) 
-_ 
_ 


Sacrificial Banquet. 


1, Theatrical Entertainment, 

2. Do, do. 

3. Do. do. 

4, Visit of congratulations to Dowager’s Empress upon ber 
[birthday. 


10 29 


‘-S 
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Number of 
Moon. Audiences | State Visits. ReMARKS. 
held. 
Days. 
ll 30 2 1, Imperial Portrait Hall. 
2. Imperial Taoist Temple. 
12 30 18 - Imperial Taoist Temple. 
a —— Do, do. do. 
384 62 Do. do. do, 


Private Imperial Ancestral Temple. 
Do, do. do. do. 
. Imperial Portrait Hall. 
Do. do, do. 
. ‘ Western Square.” To witness a Mongol dance. 
Do. do. do. wrestling matches. 
10. State Imperial Ancestral Temple. 
11. Pao Ho Hall (Banquet.) 
12. Temple to God of Medicine. 
13. Temple to Confucius. 
14, Ch‘ien-ch‘ing Hall. (To drink tea.) 
15. Empresses’ Apartments. (New-year’s congratulations.) 
16. Chung Ho Hall. (To receive New-year’s obeisance.) 
17. T‘ai Ho Hall. (To receive congratulations.) 
18. Ch‘ien Ch‘ing Hall, (Banquet. ) 


$2 90 STO OP 99 Bo ms 


It would appear from the above table that Audiences were held on 384 days of the year 
(inclusive of an intercalary moon), all of which are supposed to take place at daylight. 


42 personal visits were paid by the Emperor to State Temples on Ancestral Halls ; he 
also attended funeral obsequies on one occasion, and paid or received visits of ceremony on 5 
occasions. 

3 Sacrificial banquets were attended. These are held on the first of every moon, but the 
Emperor is not always present. 

4 State Banquets were given. 

The record of amusements is limited to 8 occasions. 

In addition to the daily audiences and other state duties which are chronicled above, tlie 
Emperor is supposed to devote several hours a day tostudy, which besides to the curiculum of 
ordinary Chinese studies embraces lessons in Manchu and Mongol, as well as in riding, archery 
and the use of fire-arms. 
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